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To my Nonna, Meri Parducci.

Thank you for sharing with me your love of 

crochet. You told me that you had given me a new 

skill and that you wanted me to do something with 

it. I hope I am living up to your expectations.

Mi manchi così tanto ma sei nel mio cuore. 

Prega per me.







Advance Praise

for Modern Italian Lace Crochet

Karen’s Italian heritage shines through in her beautiful collection 

of lace designs. This is a love letter to all our grandmothers who 

have passed the love of craft to the next generation. Nonna would 

be so proud!

—Terry Kimbrough, Crochet Designer

leisurearts.com/catalogsearch/result/?q=terry+kimbrough

Modern Italian Lace Crochet is a true labor of love inspired by 

Karen’s Italian grandmother. Karen has collected stitch patterns 

from old family resources and Italian stitch dictionaries and 

turned them into modern projects. Fine yarn, openwork pattern-

ing, and simple garment shapes make the designs accessible to 

beyond-beginner crocheters. Each project includes both full text 

and stitches charts, so you can follow the patterns in whatever 

way works best for you. 

—Edie Eckman, Author of The Crochet Answer 

Book and Around the Corner Crochet Borders

edieeckman.com







A classic with a personal touch, Modern Italian Lace Crochet has 

a great variety of patterns to choose from. With clear instructions 

and detailed charts for every pattern, you’ll cherish this ode to 

Karen’s Nonna.

—Karen McKenna, Crochet Designer

ihookdesign.com

Weaving together the inspiration from the past with sensibilities 

of today, Karen Whooley reminds us of the best of our past by 

sharing her memories with us. As stitchers crochet pieces from 

this collection, they will be crafting their own treasured stories. 

—Ellen Gormley, Crochet Designer, Author, and Teacher

ellengormley.com

My friend Karen’s newest book, Modern Italian Lace Crochet, is 

a beautifully crafted book full of lovely accessories, including a 

few stylish lace sweaters, all of which would be excellent designs 

for a confident beginner, yet enjoyable for the seasoned crocheter. 

Karen gives you a glimpse into her Italian heritage and the 

endearing relationship she had with her Nonna, the grandmother 

who taught her how to crochet when she was a child.

—Bonnie Barker, Bonnie Bay Crochet

bonniebay.com
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