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Deep in the arid Arizona desert, there lies a long-buried treasure that goes by the name of ‘Adam’s Treasure’, or ‘Lost Adams Diggings’. It dates all the way back to 1864. The story is a fascinating one, especially since the treasure is still unaccounted for. People have tried and failed for nearly two hundred years, but they have had no luck finding it. 

The treasure is named after the man who had discovered the treasure all those years ago. Edward Adams was born on July 10, 1829, in Rochester, New York. Not much is known about the man, as he was a bit elusive. He is now always connected with the missing gold, still presumably hidden away in the desert. Adams claimed that he had found a large gold mine, and that it was located in the desert just outside of Tucson, Arizona. The exact location is a mystery, as it has been lost to time. 

In this book, I will be providing various versions of the Adams treasure. Some of the versions were printed in newspapers and magazines over the years, while others are speculation, and also an interview by a man who claimed to be one of Adams’ friends, who wanted to shed some light on the mystery. 
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One hot day, in August 1864, Adams made a long journey in his wagon. He was travelling from Los Angeles, to Tucson. Unfortunately, his plans went awry. Adams’ wagon was set on fire by a group of Apaches, and so Adams fled with twelve of the horses that he had managed to save. He and the dozen horses travelled towards Sacaton, Arizona. This was where he hoped to sell the horses, and make some money.

When Adams got to Sacaton, Adams met a group of miners who were looking for gold fields. The miners were being led by John Brewer. The group had a guide, who was Pima-Mexican. Their guide, a young Apache man named Gacheer, had promised to lead them to an area that had a great deal of gold. 

“I know a place,” the guide had told them, “where canyon walls cry tears of gold every day! And those tears are larger than your coins!” 

It had been described as a ‘valley of gold’. The young guide had led them on an expedition with the Apaches when they had attacked Pueblo Indians in western New Mexico. During the expedition, the guide had seen huge gold nuggets that he had described as being bigger than oak nuts. 

Gacheer had promised to take them to a gold mine. In exchange for taking them there, the men would bring them two horses, a saddle, a bandana, and two $50 gold pieces. The guide had had no interest in keeping any of the gold for himself. He was interested in silver, and turquoise, that could be used in craft pieces such as jewelry. Everyone thought that it was a good deal. The group was in need of horses, and it was pure luck that Adams had arrived in Sacaton at that time with his twelve horses. Brewer and Adams made a deal to share leadership on the expedition, so long as Adams shared the horses with him. And that’s exactly what he did. 

On August 20, the group of twenty-two men set out on their trip. The guide led them along White River, and they went along the fork into the White Mountains, entering western New Mexico. At that point, the guide showed them an interesting feature – the two mountains were shaped like sugar loaves. He told them that the gold canyon lay at the foot of those two peaks. 

Adams recalled that the view was amazing. He and the miners were able to see the San Francisco Mountains. He thought that the mountain range was Mt. Ord, or one of the nearby mountaintops. 

The miners went down into the canyon, and into ‘Little Door’ – an opening that Adams described as being so narrow, that they had to enter it only one at a time. They went further down into the canyon, travelling along a Z-shaped trail. At the bottom of the canyon, the miners encountered a spring, with a low waterfall above it. 

Gacheer took them down through a narrow canyon. There was a waterfall there, and the stream was filled with pieces of gold. Adams and his men decided to share the gold equally. They quickly set up camp by the stream, and started to prospect for gold. A few days in, the group was able to collect enough gold nuggets, that they could fill up a corn-grinding basin that had been left behind by previous Native occupants. 

After the first night, the guide was paid, and he left the men to prospect the gold on their own. He gave the group a warning before he left, however. He told the group not to overstay their welcome. The area was a campsite for Apaches. 

On the second day, the group of miners were visited by a local Apache chief, and some of his friends. Apache Chief Nana, and thirty of his warriors arrived, and he warned the group that they were not allowed to go above the waterfalls. He was adamant that they follow the rule. 

It was believed that Apache Chief Nana had told Adams and the miners that there was another name for the mine. Sno-Ta-Hay, which translated into ‘there it lies’. This name was in reference to the gold that lay on the ground, which could be panned, or picked up off the ground as a placer mine. 

Placer mine means the mining of a stream bed (alluvial) deposits of minerals, such as gold, and gemstones. In some streams, there would be a great amount of gravel, and sand. The gold or gemstones that the miners would be searching for, would have been moved from its original vein by the water, and carried away (only a slight amount, compared to the vein would actually end up in the water during this process). The miners would need to collect the gold. Gold, and other such metals, are much denser than sand. They tend to collect at the base of the placer deposits. 

Placer deposits could be just a few years old (like the Canadian Queen Charlotte beach gold placer deposits), or they could be billions of years old (like the Elliot Lake uranium paleoplacer, in the Huronian Supergroup in Canada, near the border of Ontario, and Quebec). 

There are different methods of collecting the gold, though the miners would’ve been gold panning. They would put water in a large metal pan, and then shake it to agitate the contents. The gold would then sink, because it was denser. The miners would pour out the sand and gravel from the side of the container, careful to keep the gold that had settled on the bottom of the pan. It was a painstaking process. One cubic yard, could only be processed in about ten hours of work. This method was used during the California Gold Rush, though now there are more efficient methods to find the gold (such as rocker boxes, cradles, or sluice boxes, that can search the area much faster for the coveted gold). 

There are even ways of prospecting that can be used when there is little water in the area. Dry washing, is a method that they could use, where people would use blowing air to separate the sand from the gold. The Mexican dry wash used gravel on a ‘riffle board’, and would place a bellows underneath it. It would blow air through the board, and that would separate the gravel, from the denser gold. 

Another form of dry washing, is known as ‘winnowing’. It was often used by Spanish miners in America, as it would only require a blanket, and a box with a screen on the bottom. They would first filter the material through the box, so that only the finer particles would go onto the blanket. Then, they would fling the blanket into thet air, and the tiny sand or gravel particles would fly up and be taken away by the breeze. This would leave the gold behind. This method was simple, as it only required a few easy to acquire materials, though it was slow process that was not always very efficient. 
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The above is a picture of a 19th century miner that was pouring water into a rocker box. When rocked back and forth, the box would help separate the gold dust from the sand or gravel. The picture first appeared in ‘The Century illustrated monthly magazine’ in January 1883.

Adams worked with the Apache chief, and they were able to keep the peace. Adams and his men were given very clear instructions – they could continue prospecting for gold in the stream, but they were never allowed to go above the waterfall. And for a short time, the miners were able to keep their word. 

Some of the men had begun to build a cabin near the stream. They discovered a secret cache of gold, that was hidden under the cabin’s hearth stone. They stayed in the area, continuing to mine until they had run out of supplies. They wanted to stay longer. And so, the group sent Brewer, and five other men out for a supply run. Brewer and his men travelled to Old Fort Wingate, which was west of modern Grants (a city in Cibola County, New Mexico). 

One day, however, one of the horses at the stream broke free, and ran off. One of the miners gave chase, and they ended up going above the waterfall. It was there that they found something miraculous. A huge gold nugget! Bigger than any of the gold they had prospected in the stream. The miner was astounded, and couldn’t wait to tell the others. He returned to the camp, and told the other miners about the gold he had found. 

Over time, the other miners broke the deal and secretly travelled above the waterfall to look for gold. The temptation was too great.  In total, they found more than three hundred pounds of gold – and it was worth more than $1.5 million. They continued to secretly search for gold above the waterfalls. Adams warned them that they shouldn’t do it, but the men decided to keep the gold nuggets. One of the miners, a German man named John Snively, decided to take his gold with him. He left the canyon. 

Nine days after Brewer and the five men had left for their supply run, Adams started to get worried. It was a long wait, and they should’ve returned already. Supplies were running low, and he had hoped that his friends would’ve arrived safely by now. 

Adams and his partner, Davidson, decided to leave the camp, and see if they could find out what happened to their men. When they left the canyon, they were shocked and appalled to discover five dead bodies – the five miners that had travelled with Brewer. But Brewer was nowhere to be seen. 

When they had discovered the dead bodies, Adams and Davidson knew that the lives of the men back at the camp were in danger. They fled back to the stream as quick as they could, but it was too late. When they got there, they were shocked to discover that all of the miners back at the camp were dead as well. Murdered! By whom? Adams believed that it was the Apaches that were responsible for the miners’ deaths. That was because the miners had broken their deal, and taken the gold from above the waterfall. The horses and mules had been stolen, and the cabin that the men had built
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