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Queen of Swords

Alice spread the cards of the special deck out on the shelf. She drew a card and blinked when she saw it was the Queen of Swords. She straightened up the deck and turned to leave the tarot reading room. Madeline led a client to the same room moments later. By then, Alice was upstairs and walking into her room. She sat down at her desk. She could hear music coming from the greenhouse. Eliot was working there.

Alice found the corresponding cards from her decks and opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen and started jotting down notes. Clearly, she was still on court cards, but now she had moved up from knights to queens. She smiled to herself. Gender in the tarot deck was symbolic. It didn’t literally refer to a man or a woman.

She smiled at that thought. She knew some people would take the gender as biological, when someone’s sex wasn’t the same as gender. In reality, people were a mixture of masculine and feminine traits. It hadn’t been proved that biology played that big of a role on gender. Gender was more fluid and determined by cultures in specific time periods.

It was something some people couldn’t understand. Biology wasn’t always destiny. Alice knew we have more control over our bodies than some wanted to admit. One could choose to change their biology through diet, exercise, drugs and surgery. Perhaps it was just too much for those who wanted everyone to be exactly the same. Those were the people who couldn’t accept diversity.

Alice kept taking her notes until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice put her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs. She heard no more music when she walked into the kitchen. Eliot entered moments later.

Madeline didn’t turn her head. “I know you’re both here.”

Alice and Eliot chuckled.

Madeline continued, “Your cooking is good, but I still want to cook for you two for as long as I can.”

Eliot said, “I like your cooking.”

Alice said, “So do I.”

Madeline smiled over her cooking. “What’s the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Queen of Swords.”

Eliot set the table and stood by.

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is sorrow, often widowhood. Intelligence with knowledge of the darker side of the world. It can be sterility, poverty, affliction, deprivation and sacrifice. Or it could be a self sufficient person, or total honesty. It can also mean putting one’s foot down, having what one needs, and mindfulness. It could be a person who will tell you how it is, why it is and when it is.”

Madeline nodded. “And what of the reversed meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reversed meaning is an evil person who cannot perceive ways other than their own. It can be vengeance and malice or bigotry. It could be someone who is fooled or someone who thinks more with their emotions than their intellect. It can be a narcissist.”

Madeline nodded. “You can help yourself to a new card tomorrow.”

Eliot asked, “Another queen tomorrow?”

Alice laughed. “Probably.” She got drinks for everyone.

Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together.

Eliot asked, “So, the court cards can be people or events?”

Alice answered, “Yes. For people they could be the questioner or someone else. Or an event in the questioner’s life. It just depends upon the reader, question, deck and the other cards around it.”

Eliot nodded. “I see. So, who is the Queen of Swords to you, Alice?”

Madeline raised an eyebrow.

Alice answered, “Oh, the upright Queen of Swords is my aunt. She tells us things honestly and we know exactly where we stand with her. She’s so blunt that sometimes it’s just plain funny. Madeline also knows about the darker side of the world. She’s self sufficient and sacrifices when she needs to. She also knows when to put her foot down.”

Madeline smiled and kept eating instead of saying anything. Eliot smiled.

Alice continued, “My mother is the reversed Queen of Swords because she is a narcissist. She can’t understand why anyone would ever want to do things differently from what she would do. She’s prejudiced and mean. She pretends she cares and insists she does, but her actions say the exact opposite.”

Madeline stopped eating. “You can see that? Good for you. No wonder you finally broke away from her.”

Alice nodded. “Yeah, I can see it. I can’t unsee it now. She lost her mask for me. She can’t get it back now that I know her as well as I do. I know how disappointed she is in me for not being exactly like her. I have a different path and I’m not the one with the problem. It’s her problem. I don’t want her energy.”

Madeline said, “Good for you. She doesn’t deserve you. I knew you’d do better here. You just needed a chance to explore a different path with more support.”

Alice nodded. “I know she doesn’t deserve me. I’m glad I did leave her for good. It’s too bad she can’t accept that I’m not going back to her. It wasn’t her choice to make.”

Madeline said, “No, it wasn’t her choice. It’s yours and yours alone. However, I am glad you are here. You’ve done well. I know you will continue to do so.”

Alice smiled and everyone finished eating. Madeline left to deal with more clients. Alice and Eliot cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned up the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse to check orders on the big screen. He turned on music and they went right to work.

They were glad the fair was over. It had started to get too stressful to keep up with everything. Now they just had their regular orders to fill. They still ran out of things, but they could craft whatever they needed. He made notes of which plants they needed to complete the orders for the day, grabbed his tools and went to the plants.

She kept crafting the items she could. Then she had to stop until he was done with the plants. She prepared the boxes and labels. She packed up the items they had for different orders until she could get back to crafting toiletry items. After preparing the plants they needed, he finished packing up the orders and sealed the boxes just in time for the delivery person.

The delivery person accepted the boxes with a smile and left once again. Alice and Eliot went back to work crafting their smaller orders and stock that they needed for the next day. Fortunately, it didn’t take so long to do and they were relieved.

Eliot smiled at Alice. “So, that’s it for today. Now what do we do?”

Alice smiled back. “We dance until it’s time for dinner?”

They danced around the greenhouse and didn’t worry about what Madeline was doing. They enjoyed their time together. Madeline was taking a nap and oblivious to what the young elves were doing. By that point, she knew she could trust them and didn’t worry what they were doing.

Alice and Eliot kept dancing.

He asked, “Ever thought you could be an upright Queen of Swords?”

She blinked. “No, I never did. What makes you think that?”

“Because you’re as honest as Madeline is. Your actions match what you say and you know about the darker side of the world.”

“Glad to know you noticed.”

He laughed. “You’re not surprised I noticed.”

She smiled. “At this point, no, I’m not.”

The neighborhood cats meowed to the music. They played with each other as the young elves kept dancing. The elves laughed at the cats’ antics.

She said, “I see the cats approve of what we’re doing.”

“Good. I’d hate to upset those neighbors of ours. Still think we should adopt one of them?”

“I don’t know. I’m not sure my aunt would like it.”

They laughed and kept dancing.

“I’d hate to interrupt, but I came by to pick up my order.” The client smiled at them.

Alice and Eliot stopped dancing and took care of their client. More clients came by and so the young elves kept taking care of them. Madeline got up from her nap to cook in the kitchen. The clients kept coming and were grateful for the items they received.

Finally, all the small orders were picked up. Alice and Eliot cleaned up the greenhouse and then walked to the kitchen. He set the table and she grabbed drinks for everyone.

Madeline asked, “How are the orders?”

Eliot answered, “They weren’t too bad today.”

Alice answered, “We finished them and all the clients stopped by for their small orders.”

Madeline nodded. “Sounds good. I guess I am missing what is going on around here.”

Alice said, “Madeline, Eliot and I have things under control while you nap. No one has complained about our work. They are just glad we have everything done.”

Eliot added, “Even if they catch us dancing after we’re done with everything.”

Madeline laughed. She served everyone and they sat down to eat together.
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