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  Takeaway premiered at Liverpool Everyman on 25 April 2025. The cast was as follows:
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  For Jennifer and Lennox
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  Characters


  CAROL, mother and owner of the takeaway shop Hyltons. Has a powerful presence


  SHELLY, the youngest daughter. Recently returned from London


  BROWNING, the eldest daughter. Open and free. Unassuming. Very emotionally intelligent


  CHEF, the restaurants cook. Has a deep care for the family, is almost part of it. Relaxed and calming


  RICHARD, Shellys boyfriend. Works as a housing officer. Grew up in Toxteth, still slightly uncomfortable around family


  TC, DJ


  CEE, DJ


  NEWS REPORTER


  PRESENTER


  Notes on the Text


  A forward slash ( / ) indicates overlapping text.


  An em-dash (  ) indicates a hard or loaded silence.


  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.


  
    
  


  


  ACT ONE


  Scene One


  Day one.


  We are in a radio station. Two DJs are behind some decks for their morning show.


  TC. Good morning, good morning, youre back with DJ True Colours and Mista Cee, that was the new Buju, dropped this week, let us know what you think.


  CEE. Yes yes, drop us a text on zero-one-eight-seven-four or tweet us at Late Breakfast, thats  (Spelled out.) @L8 BREAKFAST and give us your thoughts.


  We wanna know how your weekend has been, it has now been confirmed that this is the hottest summer in the UK on record, we want to know how youve been enjoying it. What did you get up to who did you get under  (Laughter.)


  TC (kisses teeth). Cee, you nah know this is a family show! In more important news, weve been hearing some reports about disturbances in the area; More people have been taking to the streets today to protest the planning approval given to build luxury apartments on the site of the football pitches next to Hyltons takeaway. Several arrests have already been made as small pockets of protesters have clashed with the police.


  CEE. Weve been here before, people, so please, everyone stay safe out there. In here, we want to keep spreading the love.


  TC. Yes, yes, people, its time to wake up, fellas shake up, ladies lace up. Start your day right and the sun will shine bright, walk with a smile and youll live a long while, fill the world with laughter and well avoid disaster, good vibes, people, thats all were asking, thats our taxation to invest in the soul of the nation. Were here to provide the vibrations to defeat vexations, gooood morning, world.


  CEE. We are the sound warriors, the big-tune foragers, the reggae blasters, turntable masters, rhythm riders, vibe providers, groove creators, beat makers, joy investors, dance‑hall protectors, welcome welcome all my juicy Lucys, sexy Sashas, yard man and swinging Rastas, here we go!


  Lights up in the shop, music fades to the sound of SHELLYs headphones.


  The space should be set up like an old-school Caribbean takeaway shop.


  SHELLY, with dustpan and brush in hand, is on her knees cleaning the shop. She is in her own world, enjoying the music.


  CAROL. Shelly. Shelly! SHELLY!


  SHELLY removes her headphones and looks up from her cleaning.


  SHELLY. Why you always shouting?


  CAROL. Why yuh never listening? Why yuh sister nuh reach yet?


  SHELLY. Do I look like her babysitter? I dont know where she is.


  SHELLY puts her headphones back on.


  CAROL approaches her and takes her headphones off. SHELLY is vex, but its still her mum, init.


  CAROL. Shelly call your sister.


  SHELLY. You have a phone too!


  CAROL glares at SHELLY for a moment until SHELLY takes out her phone and dials her sister.


  CHEF enters and heads towards the kitchen.


  CHEF. Morning, Mrs Hylton.


  CAROL. Mmhmm.


  SHELLY (on phone, away from her mother). She wants to know where you are


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  


  NATHAN POWELL


  Nathan is the Creative Director of the Liverpool Everyman & Playhouse theatres.


  Previously Artistic Director of the National Student Drama Festival (NSDF), Nathan has championed emerging talent and forged groundbreaking partnerships, showcasing some of the most exciting new work from across the country. He was the Creative Producer and Associate Artist for 20 Stories High (an Associate Company of the theatres) and is co-founder of New Step Theatre with writer Joe Ward Munrow (their production of DOGS was a sellout in the Playhouse Studio in 2022).


  As a director his recent credits include: Alice in Wonderland (Shakespeare North Playhouse); The Mountaintop (Leicester Curve and UK Tour); Sucker Punch (Queens Theatre Hornchurch in association with the National Theatre) and A Play for the Living in the Time of Extinction (Headlong and The Barbican in association with Shakespeare North).


  
    
  


  A Nick Hern Book


  Takeaway first published in Great Britain as a paperback original in 2025 by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP in association with Liverpool Everyman & Playhouse Theatres.


  This ebook first published in 2025


  Takeaway copyright  2025 Nathan Powell


  Nathan Powell has asserted his right to be identified as the author of this work


  Cover design by Kerry Spicer


  Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London


  A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library


  ISBN 978 1 83904 468 7 (print edition)

  ISBN 978 1 78850 897 1 (ebook edition)


  CAUTION This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the authors and publishers rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly. This book may not be used, in whole or in part, for the development or training of artificial intelligence technologies or systems.


  Amateur Performing Rights Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language should be addressed to the Performing Rights Department, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


  Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, tel +61 (2) 8514 5201, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


  New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


  Professional Performing Rights Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world (including by amateur stock companies in the USA and Canada) should be addressed in the first instance to Nick Hern Books


  No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for performance.
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