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The Christmas Star of Maplewood

Children’s Holiday Greeting

[image: ]In the little town of Maplewood, snow sparkled like tiny diamonds on every roof and tree. Emma and her little brother Ben pressed their noses to the frosty window, watching the villagers bustle about, carrying baskets of cookies and twinkling lights. “This is the most magical time of year,” Emma whispered, her eyes wide with wonder.

Grandma Rose bustled into the room, her cheeks rosy from the cold. “Are you two ready to help me decorate the Christmas tree?” she asked, carrying a box overflowing with sparkling ornaments. Emma and Ben cheered. Decorating Grandma’s tree was their favorite holiday tradition, and this year, they wanted it to be extra special.

[image: ]

Emma carefully hung a shiny red ornament on the highest branch she could reach, while Ben draped a string of golden lights around the tree. “Look! It’s like the tree is sparkling just for us!” Emma exclaimed. Grandma Rose smiled, her eyes twinkling. “Every ornament tells a story,” she said. “And tonight, we’ll add a very special one.”

[image: ]

[image: ]“Tonight,” Grandma Rose whispered, “we’re going to hang the Christmas Star at the very top. But this star is magical—it shines brightest when it’s filled with love and kindness.” Emma and Ben gasped. A magical Christmas star? Their eyes sparkled with excitement.

Emma carefully climbed onto the stool again, holding the star tightly. “I’ll do my best,” she said. Ben steadied the stool, his small hands trembling with excitement. Together, they lifted the star toward
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