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  The DIY Publishing Course for Beginners


Are you ready to begin your self-publishing journey?
You have a story.
It deserves attention.
Learn the fundamentals of self-publishing books…
In this in-depth, yet succinct, course.
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It's perfect for anyone new to the self-publishing business!
It will take you from manuscript to self-published.
The best part? It's 100% free!
Visit DIYPublishing.biz/Free to enroll today.
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  Introduction

[image: image-placeholder]

Ever since I was a boy, I have wanted to be a writer. My sudden transition from the world of the young adult book series  The Hardy Boys to Stephen King's The Tommyknockers was the start of my lifetime obsession with reading and writing. King's imaginative writing and crafty storytelling made me believe I could share the same quality material, but with a unique spin. I would spend hours reading his books, then even more hours writing similar stories. In each story, I would pen my nightmares into intricate landscapes or my greatest dreams into feel-good moments.
The older I became, the less confident I was in my abilities. Every story I started, I never finished. Most of the time, I would find myself stuck in editing mode. I could hardly get past my first sentence. Other times, I had the intent to write interesting content only to stop. My belief was I just didn't have the time to accomplish a work as great as my favorite author. If I couldn't write a book worthy of my writing hero, how could I ever finish my work?
In due time, I would start story after story until I had stacks of unfinished stories. Even now, I have scads of material and unfinished projects, but these days I'm not being hampered by my stinking thinking. After reading many systems put into place by successful authors, I developed my system for writing books. Now, nothing is holding me back.
Time is no longer an excuse I can use to stop writing. I have this writing process down to a science. Now, I want to share what has made me successful in putting pen to paper and creating good books fast.
People want to write a book to share their story, but they think they don't have the time to do it. Sometimes, people believe they have to be an expert writer or have a college degree to complete a book. Worse yet, a few people believe they have nothing of value to share. These excuses are furthest from the truth. I'm happy to tell you why in How to Write a Book in 48 Hours: A Simple Step-by-Step System for Writing a Good Book Fast.
First, let's focus on what the definition of what a book is, according to Merriam-Webster:
book - A set of printed sheets of paper that are held together inside a cover; a long-written work; a long-written work that can be read on a computer.1
The belief that a book is long-written work is enough to scare away any hobbyist, since it implies a mountainous task in the undertaking. Today's standards have changed for the writer because of the modern reader's expectations. The new bibliophiles are not just looking for the next epic War and Peace novel. They are seeking bite-sized books they can easily read and digest as quickly as possible.
Previously, writers had to spend years crafting a genius creation and then find a book deal with a large publishing house to be successful. Many talented writers never had their books seen by larger audiences due to lack of knowledge or connections.
Writing a book is different today, because of technology. Now you write a book with ease through a few different ways - typing, talk-to-text, and outsourcing. Then, you have it edited and proofread by website applications or online freelancers. Lastly, you publish it. If you put this book down right now, I have every bit of confidence in you to Google-search ways to get the job done with what I have given you. But what I will offer is some insight into what has and has not worked for me as a self-published author.
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  Your First Steps


After each chapter, I’ll give you the practical steps and a few additional tips that’ll help grease your creative wheels and get you rolling out your next book. Though each of these items seem trivial, give them a shot. You just might surprise yourself. 
Purpose Pondering:
	Clarify the purpose of your book.

	Identify what you want readers to gain.



Audience Assessment:
	Define your target audience.

	Consider their demographics and preferences.



Genre Reflection:
	Choose between fiction or nonfiction.

	Reflect on your passion and strengths.










  
  Setting a Timeline

Estimated time to complete: ~5-10 minutes
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Since you have 48 hours to complete a book, you must remove any distractions or obstacles. You need nothing hindering your focus on this book project. Designate a date, time, and location for you to complete this project. If you have a nine-to-five job, then you should choose a weekend, so you finish the entire project in one fell swoop. However, if you don't have the discretionary time, then split up your work as your schedule permits. 
Work on your project in 90-minute increments, then take a quick break. If you have the energy and work ethic to continue without a break, then kudos to you. I recommend taking slight breaks to keep your head sharp. 
I break up my projects with meals, snacks, workouts, and small household chores. My breaks never last longer than 30-60 minutes at a time.
Devote a majority of the 48 hours to the writing process. I spend nearly 18 hours in a day (with breaks included) writing. I know other self-published authors who spend far less time and produce superior content. It's up to you how much time you spend on your project.






  
  Practical Steps


Time management is critical to the success of your book writing efforts. The difference between writing a book in 48 hours and 48 days is how you manage your time. Reflect back on the points made in this chapter, then tackle your next steps as listed below.  
Deadline Decision:
	Choose a realistic finish date.

	Visualize the sense of accomplishment.



Daily Goals:
	Set achievable daily targets.

	Celebrate small victories for motivation. 



Consistency Commitment:
	Schedule dedicated writing time. 

	Stay flexible and adapt to changes. 










  
  Two Ways to Write Content
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An enormous part of creating content is becoming resourceful with what you have. Whether you can type, talk, or have cash flow, you can produce a book. All you need to do is pick a path you are most comfortable with for producing your book. There are two ways I prefer, and they include: 
	Typing and Writing

	Voice dictation



Typing—or writing—is the old-fashioned method I prefer over other ways of producing a book. For me, touch-typing comes easy since I took typewriting classes in high school. This skill has been an asset and has improved over the years.
If you can't type or aren't very good at it, there are plenty of ways you can learn this skill. Take online courses or even use website applications to fine-tune your typing.
Learning how many words per minute you type gives you an idea of your current skill level. Regardless of the limited experience you have, you should still see how many words you can type. Use the Type Speed Test (visit DaleLinks.com/TypeTest) to see how many words per minute you type. The test is one minute, and you get a reasonably accurate representation of where your abilities lie. You receive recommendations on how to improve from the test.
Test your skill to see if you can realistically type a short book in 48 hours. If you can type 50-80 words per minute (wpm), you could write a 10,000-word manuscript within 2-4 hours. This word count comes out to
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