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FACT ALERT!
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On 17 January 2024, Ariana Grande delighted her fans 

by releasing her fi rst new music in nearly THREE years. 

The track, called ‘Yes, And?’, is a super-cool pop song 

that has hints of electronic music, and it was designed 

to get people dancing! Even though the wait had felt 

like forever, it was soooo good to have new music from 

Ariana. And guess what? Loads of other people thought 

so  too. The song went straight to the top of the US 

Billboard Hot 100!*

‘Yes, And?’ is Ari’s eighth song to debut 

at number one in the US!

Some people called this a ‘comeback’, but only people 

who hadn’t really been paying attention. Ariana might 

not have made an album in a while, but she hadn’t 

* This is a weekly chart of the most popular songs, ranked according to how 

many times they’ve been bought, downloaded, streamed and played on the 

radio in the  US .
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gone anywhere. She’d just been VERY BUSY doing lots 

of other amazing things, such as:

Mentoring other singers on the mega-hit TV 

show 

The Voice

 

Getting to number one with ‘Save Your 

Tears’, a duet with the Canadian singer The 

Weeknd

Winning a Grammy Award for Best Pop Duo/

Group Performance with Lady Gaga, for 

their song ‘Rain on Me’

Starting her own line of beauty products

And if that’s not enough, she was also starring in not one 

but two of the most amazing movies for YEARS!*

  

WOW!

* Spoiler alert: the movies are Wicked: Part One and Part Two, and there’ll 

be soooo much more about them later in the book.








'There's so much 

magic in art.'
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Looking at all of that, it’s pretty amazing that Ariana 

found any time at all to write, record and co-produce 

new music! 

But that’s just how it is in Ariana Grande’s world. It’s 

busy. Creative. Exciting. 

NON-STOP! She’s famous 

all over the planet as a pop singer with an incredible 

voice, but she’s also an artist, a storyteller, a creator 

and a performer. 
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Ari – as she likes to be called – shares her work with 

her fans in lots of different ways, whether it’s through 

her music, movies or make-up.

Being creative and original is super important to 

her. She would never want to do the same kind 

of thing over and over again. But 

THE MOST 

IMPORTANT THING

, the absolute golden rule 

in Ariana’s world, is to always be true to herself. Ari 

uses her own words, her own experiences and her own 

imagination to tell her stories exactly how SHE wants 

the world to hear them.

Maybe you’re new to the fandom, or maybe you’ve been 

an 

‘Arianator’ for a long time.* Either way, however 

much you think you know about Ariana Grande, this 

book is going to tell you so much 

MORE. 

* Ari fans call themselves ‘Arianators’. At first Ariana wasn’t a fan of the 

name and preferred to call her fans Ariana’s Army or Tiny Elephants.  

However, Arianators is the name that has stuck, and Ari has grown to accept 

it. She loves her fans, so if that’s what they want to call themselves, she’s 

cool with it. 
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Get ready to dive into Ariana’s amazing story, from 

her early life to her incredible career so far, and 

discover how appearing in the hit Wicked movies was 

practically written in the stars. Find out about her 

musical influences, her favourite movies and even what 

she’s most allergic to! Discover who and what inspires 

Ariana, who she hangs out with and just how incredibly 

hard she works. And – 

spoiler alert – explore the 

absolute 

BEST thing about Ariana Grande: how she’s 

one of the nicest, kindest people on the planet. 

Along the way, look out for amazing facts about Ari, 

quotes to inspire you and quizzes to test just how 

much you know about your favourite star. 

SO COME ON,  

ARIANATORS, 

 

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 
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On 26 June 1993, in a sunny city called Boca Raton, 

in Florida, USA, Joan and Edward Grande-Butera 

welcomed an adorable baby girl into the world. It was 

a very exciting time, but there was just one problem: 

they didn’t know what to call her!

Joan liked ‘Sophia’, but somehow it wasn’t the right fit.* 

So Joan and Edward racked their brains to come up 

with some other ideas.

Suddenly, they thought of Princess Oriana, a kind 

and gentle character they knew from a cartoon movie 

called Felix the Cat, from the 1980s. They loved that 

name, but it just needed a tiny bit of tweaking until it 

was perfect: 

Ariana! 

* It’s a great name though, and Ariana says she would have been happy to 

be called that!








FACT ALERT!

17

 Ariana is an ancient Greek name. It is 

inspired by a princess – Ariadne – who helped 

the hero Theseus escape the labyrinth, in the 

ancient myth of the Minotaur!*

Baby Ariana, as she was soon known, had a big brother, 

Frankie, aged ten, to look out for her, as well as doting 

grandparents, Nonna and Grandpa. Surrounded by 

love and laughter, Ari grew up to be a bright, funny 

and confi dent child with dark brown curly hair, big 

brown eyes and a super-cute dimple in her left cheek. 

Her family adored music; Frankie especially loved 

performing his favourite songs in the kitchen and 

watching classic movie musicals such as The Wizard of 

Oz, Singin’ in the Rain and My Fair Lady. 

* Ariana doesn’t have a middle name. Maybe her parents spent so long 

deciding on her fi rst name, they couldn’t possibly think of another one!








MINI POP STAR

FACT ALERT!
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Baby Ariana’s fi rst word was ‘bubble’ and 

it’s still one of her all-time favourite words because 

you can’t possibly say it in an angry way. 

(Try it : I guarantee you can’t do it!) 

It was almost inevitable that little Ari would be into 

music, just like everyone else in her family. As a baby 

she happily babbled along to Frankie’s favourite songs, 

and she loved copying whatever her big brother did. 

When she was a little older, she loved dressing up as 

Dorothy from The Wizard of Oz   too. 

And when she was just three years old, her own talents 

became obvious as well. One day, Joan and Ariana were 

singing along to ‘I Want You Back’ by boy band NSYNC 

in the car, and Ariana suddenly started belting the 

super-high notes! At fi rst Joan thought it must be the 

radio, but it was all Ariana! 
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