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“The Object Lessons series achieves something very close to magic: the books take ordinary—even banal—objects and animate them with a rich history of invention, political struggle, science, and popular mythology. Filled with fascinating details and conveyed in sharp, accessible prose, the books make the everyday world come to life. Be warned: once you’ve read a few of these, you’ll start walking around your house, picking up random objects, and musing aloud: ‘I wonder what the story is behind this thing?’”

Steven Johnson, author of Where Good Ideas Come From and How We Got to Now

“Object Lessons describe themselves as ‘short, beautiful books,’ and to that, I’ll say, amen. . . . If you read enough Object Lessons books, you’ll fill your head with plenty of trivia to amaze and annoy your friends and loved ones—caution recommended on pontificating on the objects surrounding you. More importantly, though . . . they inspire us to take a second look at parts of the everyday that we’ve taken for granted. These are not so much lessons about the objects themselves, but opportunities for self-reflection and storytelling. They remind us that we are surrounded by a wondrous world, as long as we care to look.”

John Warner, The Chicago Tribune

“For my money, Object Lessons is the most consistently interesting nonfiction book series in America.”

Megan Volpert, PopMatters

“Besides being beautiful little hand-sized objects themselves, showcasing exceptional writing, the wonder of these books is that they exist at all. . . . Uniformly excellent, engaging, thought-provoking, and informative.”

Jennifer Bort Yacovissi, Washington Independent Review of Books

“. . . edifying and entertaining . . . perfect for slipping in a pocket and pulling out when life is on hold.”

Sarah Murdoch, Toronto Star

“[W]itty, thought-provoking, and poetic. . . . These little books are a page-flipper’s dream.”

John Timpane, The Philadelphia Inquirer

“Though short, at roughly 25,000 words apiece, these books are anything but slight.”

Marina Benjamin, New Statesman

“The joy of the series, of reading Remote Control, Golf Ball, Driver’s License, Drone, Silence, Glass, Refrigerator, Hotel, and Waste . . . in quick succession, lies in encountering the various turns through which each of their authors has been put by his or her object. . . . The object predominates, sits squarely center stage, directs the action. The object decides the genre, the chronology, and the limits of the study. Accordingly, the author has to take her cue from the thing she chose or that chose her. The result is a wonderfully uneven series of books, each one a thing unto itself.”

Julian Yates, Los Angeles Review of Books

“The Object Lessons series has a beautifully simple premise. Each book or essay centers on a specific object. This can be mundane or unexpected, humorous or politically timely. Whatever the subject, these descriptions reveal the rich worlds hidden under the surface of things.”

Christine Ro, Book Riot

“. . . a sensibility somewhere between Roland Barthes and Wes Anderson.”

Simon Reynolds, author of Retromania: Pop Culture’s Addiction to Its Own Past
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How much better is silence; the coffee cup, the table. How much better to sit by myself like the solitary sea-bird that opens its wings on the stake. Let me sit here for ever with bare things, this coffee cup, this knife, this fork, things in themselves, myself being myself.

―Virginia Woolf, The Waves
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PROLOGUE

“Mornings are tough,” writes a friend. And she’s not the only one. Another, a woman I’ve known much longer, feels just the same: “Every day,” she tells me, “I wake with such dread.” A third insists coffee is the only reason—and she’s not being funny or glib. “If not for coffee,” she says, “I’d never get out of bed.” Of course, some people don’t get out of bed—some have their first cup delivered on a tray with a bud in a vase. Or just all by itself in a big friendly mug.

Nice work if you can get it, but it wouldn’t work for me.

Zoom in from the sliding glass doors on a woman in her robe, and, depending on the season, very possibly socks, sliding from the sink to the stove (a wide shot, in the animated version): she loves that time, between turning up the flame under the kettle—and dampening the filter, and grinding and measuring the grounds, and breathing them in (tighter here, tight as possible, nose in the bag)—and the moment when the coffee is ready to pour.

Maybe, in those minutes, she—I—she is me, of course—maybe I take note of the color of the sky; maybe I grab for my phone to take a picture of the sun coming up through the leaves of the Chinese elm (the same picture again and again, I keep taking it as if it
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Did I forget anybody? If I did, I’ll do my best to make it up to you. Like last time, somehow I left out Tod Goldberg, so I’m thanking him now: Tod, thank you, I owe you.
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Finally Freddy—who else drinks the coffee every morning, and only ever says “delicious”? Thank you, love.

Excerpt from THE WAVES by Virginia Woolf Copyright © 1931 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company, renewed 1959 by Leonard Woolf. Reprinted by permission of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. US electronic rights, Spanish print and electronic rights granted by The Society of Authors as the Literary Representative of the Estate of Virginia Woolf.

Note

1  H/T Irving Berlin. From “Always,” 1925.

OEBPS/images/logo1.jpg
LOYOLA Georgua Center for
UNIVERSITY Tech| Media Studies





OEBPS/xhtml/toc.xhtml



		Cover


		Series


		Title


		Epigraph


		Contents


		Prologue


		1  The Impossibility of the Task


		2  My Mother Is Coming, My Mother Is COMING

		The Questionnaire







		3  Coffee-Milk

		From the Coffee Diaries #1







		4  My Emerging Palate

		A Coffee Story (Third-Hand)







		5  What We Talk About When We Talk About Coffee (Teresa Was Right)


		6  Coffee in Brooklyn


		7  Twenty-Two Hands . . .

		A Coffee Story (First-Hand)


		Rules Shmules (Just a Few, in No Particular Order)


		These Things About Coffee Are True


		From the Coffee Diaries #2







		8  Serious Business


		9  Shouldn’t Coffee Taste Like Coffee?

		(If You Say So)







		10  Coffee in Paris


		11  Extending the Metaphor


		12  All the Things You Are


		13  The Power of Suggestion


		14  One More Prompt


		15  Am I Blue

		From The Coffee Diaries #3







		16  A Word About Tea

		A Riddle (Excellent Advertising)


		From The Coffee Diaries #4







		17  Reunion

		Coffee and My Father


		From the Coffee Diaries #5


		From the Coffee Diaries #6







		18  Coffee and Catastrophe

		From the Coffee Diaries #7







		19  Coffee in Echo Park


		20  Coffee and The Jews

		Coffee and Dad







		21  The Widow


		22  Altered States

		From The Coffee Diaries #8


		From The Coffee Diaries #9


		From The Coffee Diaries #10







		Epilogue


		Acknowledgment


		My Coffee Book Fort (Further Reading)


		Index


		Copyright








OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
OBJECTLESSONS

coffee

DINAH LENNEY

BLOOMSUBURY





OEBPS/images/logo.jpg
BLOOMSBURY ACADEMIC

e e L i e T





