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WILL THE REAL PEOPLE OF GOD PLEASE STAND UP?

THE PREAMBLE

PRINCIPLES

Introduction

There are three major religions which all claim that their god has been, and is, active in the events of history. Their adherents believe that through specific historical events, their god was “choosing” them to be his/her people. All these religions claim, therefore, that they are the People of God. Not surprisingly, they are related; they are Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Judaism is the oldest of the three, and gave rise, directly or indirectly, to the other two.

The adherents of Judaism, commonly called Jews, believe that they were chosen in the Exodus events. Under the leadership of Moses, God rescued them from slavery in Egypt and made a solemn covenant with them at Mt. Sinai. They came to believe that God would fulfill his purpose in history through them; that purpose being to bring peace and justice to the nations.

What was to become the Christian religion, originated as a Jewish sect. But over a period of about 150 years, and under Gentile (non-Jewish) influence, it became a separate and distinct religion. The adherents of the Christian Church came to believe that Jesus of Nazareth, who had claimed only to be the Jewish Messiah (a human leader), was actually God Incarnate, sent to be the Savior of mankind. They believed that anyone, Jew or Gentile, who accepted Jesus’ sacrificial death on a Roman cross as an atonement for their sin would be granted eternal life in Heaven through his resurrection, the fullness of which would only be obtained at their physical death. Their belief in Jesus’ incarnation, death, and resurrection was seen as the culmination of Jewish history. Therefore, the Christians saw themselves as superseding the Jews as the People of God. They saw their mission as spreading the gospel (good news) of Jesus Christ, ensuring that all people could be “saved” for an eternity with God in Heaven.

The Traditional Account of Islam proclaims that in the seventh century CE, a poor, uneducated Arab named Muhammed proclaimed himself to be the last and greatest prophet of God (Allah), thus surpassing both the Jewish prophets and Jesus. [Allah is the Arabic word for God.] As a true prophet of God, he was the recipient of the literal word of God contained in the Koran, which became the Islamic scriptures. Muhammed was the founder of the Islamic religion which he saw as a continuation and rectification of the Judeo-Christian tradition. As such, the Muslims (adherents of Islam) saw themselves as superseding both the Jews and the Christians as the People of God. Islam’s purpose was clear: to unite the world under the rule of God, by force, if necessary.  

You would think that the world has more than enough Peoples of God. But there is one more that should be considered: a modern day author, the late Dr. Hugh J. Schonfield, has proposed that the true People of God are those people, not determined by race or religion, but rather by having a sincere desire to alleviate the desperate needs of humanity. He insists, however, that this must be a collective effort. Like-minded people must join together as a Servant-Nation to act as an example and an incentive to the masses, so that they will voluntarily choose service as a means to world unity rather than force.

To better understand these conflicting claims, let us begin with Judaism and then move on to Christianity and Islam, and finally, a survey of Schonfield’s concept of a modern day People of God, the Mondcivitan Republic.


PART ONE: JUDAISM

Jewish tradition is rooted in their history. In fact, without their historical memory, the Jewish people would cease to exist. Bernhard Anderson in his book Understanding the Old Testament writes:

“The most distinctive feature of the Jewish people is their sense of history. In many respects, the Jews have always been diverse—in theology, in culture, and even racial characteristics. But Judaism is the religion of a people who have a unique memory that reaches back through the centuries to the stirring events of their Bible, events that formed them as a people with a sense of identity and vocation. Whenever the Passover is celebrated, whenever the Law is read in the synagogue, whenever a parent instructs his child in the tradition this memory is kept alive. Indeed, if historical memory were destroyed, the Jewish community would soon dissolve.”

The people who were to become the Jews, were similar to many other semi-nomadic tribes whose home had been the Arabian Desert, the cradle of Semitic civilization. The favorable political climate at the dawn of the Iron Age (ca.10,000 BCE) gave several of these semi-nomadic tribes the opportunity to conquer land of their own and to set themselves up as independent nations under a king. The United Kingdom of Israel and Judah had a brief moment of glory under King David and his son, Solomon. But the change from tribal independence to living under the constraints of a strong central government had come too fast. Internal revolt divided the kingdom at Solomon’s death.

Israel retained the seeds that caused the original revolution: the desire for individual and tribal freedom could not be harmonized with the “modern” need for political power possible through a strong central government. Her history was a struggle between these two conflicting ideals. The Judeans, a more complacent-type of people, lived out the remainder of their national life ruled by the Davidic dynasty of kings, but as a vassal state to one or another of the other small nations.

These mini-nations survived only until the recovery of the larger powers to the east. Israel was destroyed by Assyria in 722 BCE, her people scattered and her identity lost. Judah fell to Babylon in 586 BCE and her leading citizens were exiled to and resettled in that country. But in Judah’s case, this was a blessing in disguise. As H. G. Wells, in his two-volume work The Outline of History, explains:

“The Jews who returned, after an interval of more than two generations, to Jerusalem from Babylonia in the time of Cyrus were a very different people from the warring Baal worshippers and Jehovah worshippers, the sacrificers in the high places and sacrificers at Jerusalem of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. The plain fact of the Bible narrative is that the Jews went to Babylon barbarians and came back civilized. They were a confused and divided multitude, with no national self-consciousness, they came back with an intense and exclusive national spirit. They went with no common literature generally known to them...and they returned with most of their material for their Old Testament. It is manifest that, relieved of their bickering and murderous kings, restrained from politics and in the intellectually stimulating atmosphere of that Babylonian world, the Jewish mind made a great step forward during the captivity...when the Jews returned to Jerusalem, only the Pentateuch had been put together into one book, but the grouping of the rest of the historic books was bound to follow...Over all this literature were thrown certain leading ideas. There was an idea, which even these gainsay in detail, that all the people were pure-blooded children of Abraham, there was next an idea of a promise made by Jehovah to Abraham that he would exalt the Jewish race above all other races; and thirdly there was the belief first of all that Jehovah was the greatest and most powerful of tribal gods and then that he was a god above all other gods, and at last that he was the only true god. The Jews became convinced at last, as a people, that they were the chosen people of the one God of all the earth.”

The key phrase in the last sentence of the above quote is “as a people.” These convictions were not created in a vacuum. The concept of “being chosen” had its origin with Moses; it was kept alive by the Levitical priesthood; it was expanded by the author of a national history written at the time of David; it was given a richer and deeper meaning by the eighth and seventh century prophets; it was made concrete during the exile and was put into practice in the years following the restoration of the nation under Cyrus of Persia. The collecting of the Jewish traditions into what was to become known as the Law and its recognition as Scripture were to have far-reaching effects and was something altogether new in Human history. H. G. Wells in his book The Outline of History comments:

“This welding together of the Jews into one tradition-cemented people in the course of the “seventy years,” is the first instance in history of the new power of the written word in human affairs.”

The focus of the Jewish tradition was the “election” of Israel in the Exodus events under the leadership of Moses. Judaism’s roots were firmly planted in the Semitic culture of the distant past. Circumcision, the Passover, the dietary and cultic laws were all relics from life as lived a thousand years earlier. They, nonetheless, became the hallmark of the Jewish identity and faith. Although the Jews were to be influenced by many “foreign” ideas and practices, these were poured into the Jewish mold and transformed to fit the Jewish formula: the Jews were God’s people and they must live accordingly.

An example of the Jews adopting a foreign religious philosophy to fit the Jewish “mold”—one which was to have a major impact in their near future—was the Persian religious philosophy of “dualism.” Dualism was the concept that there were two opposing forces, Light and Darkness (good and evil), which were locked in a conflict during the present age with the forces of evil having the upper hand. The forces of good, however, would eventually prevail and the New Age would then begin. The New Age in Jewish thought was equated with the time when God would inaugurate his kingdom on earth. Since they were God’s Chosen People, the Jews would play a central role in that kingdom, but, on the other hand, it obligated them to careful observance of God’s Law which had been revealed to them in the Torah (the first five books of the Jewish scriptures).

So while the Jews were determined to live by an ancient Semitic code of laws, the rest of the world was developing a new way of life. The Aryan Persians had paved the way for Alexander the Great and his



















PART TWO: CHRISTIANITY






























PART THREE: ISLAM

























PART FOUR: THE MONDCIVITAN REPUBLIC
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