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Prologue
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Have you ever used an iPhone, an iPad, or a MacBook? These awesome devices are made by a company called Apple. But behind all the cool gadgets and big ideas is a man named Tim Cook — the quiet, smart, and hardworking CEO who helped Apple become one of the most powerful companies in the world.

This book will take you on an exciting journey through Tim Cook’s life — from his small-town childhood in Alabama to leading the team that brings your favorite Apple products to life. Along the way, you’ll discover how he made tough decisions, stood up for what’s right, and stayed true to himself while changing the world.

Get ready to meet the man behind the screen — and be inspired by his story of leadership, kindness, and quiet courage!
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Chapter 1: The Boy from Alabama
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Tim Cook was born in a small town called Robertsdale, in the state of Alabama, in the United States. Alabama is known for its warm weather, big green fields, and friendly people. Robertsdale was a quiet place, not a big city full of flashing lights or tall buildings. It was the kind of town where everybody knew everyone else, and people helped each other out. Tim grew up in a regular American home with his mom and dad and two brothers. His family wasn’t rich or famous, but they worked hard and believed in doing the right thing. His dad, Donald, worked in a shipyard, fixing big ships and doing very physical work, while his mom, Geraldine, worked at a pharmacy, helping people get their medicine. From an early age, Tim saw how hard his parents worked and how kind they were to others. These lessons stayed with him for the rest of his life.

Tim was a quiet and curious boy. He wasn’t the loudest kid in the room, but he paid close attention to everything around him. He liked to ask questions, think things through, and look at how things worked. Even though he lived in a small town, he dreamed big. He didn’t just want to be good at what he did—he wanted to make a difference. As a child, Tim spent a lot of time reading, learning about science and math, and doing well in school. He liked solving problems and always wanted to understand how things fit together. While other kids might have wanted to be superheroes or movie stars, Tim was interested in computers and machines. Even though computers were still very new and rare in homes during that time, Tim was fascinated by how they worked and what they could do. He didn’t have all the answers back then, but he knew that technology was something that sparked his imagination.

Growing up in Alabama also meant that Tim experienced both fun and challenges. He played outside with his friends, rode his bike, and loved exploring. But he also saw how some people were treated unfairly because of how they looked or where they came from. This made a big impression on him. He learned to stand up for fairness and to care about doing what’s right, even when it’s hard. These early experiences helped shape the kind of leader he would become later on. Tim believed that treating everyone with respect was just as important as being smart or successful. In a way, the small town of Robertsdale helped him see the big picture—how every person matters and how kindness can go a long way.

When Tim was a teenager, he kept working hard in school. He didn’t come from a rich family, so he knew he had to earn everything through effort. His teachers noticed how focused and thoughtful he was. He always turned in his work on time and asked questions that made everyone think. Tim didn’t need to be the center of attention—he let his actions speak for him. He was the kind of student who quietly became a leader, someone others could count on. His dedication and determination helped him stand out, even in a town where most kids followed the same simple path. Tim, however, had his eyes on something more. He knew education was the key to opening new doors, so he never stopped learning.

Even though he grew up far from places like Silicon Valley, where most tech giants are based, Tim believed that talent could come from anywhere. He didn’t think being from a small town meant he couldn’t do big things. In fact, growing up in Robertsdale gave him a strong foundation. It taught him to be humble, to care about others, and to work hard without expecting praise. These were the values that would guide him for the rest of his life. Whether it was mowing lawns, helping his neighbors, or studying for a test, Tim did his best in everything he tried. His story reminds us that greatness doesn’t only start in big cities or fancy homes. Sometimes, it begins in quiet little towns with kids who dream big and work hard.

Tim's early life in Alabama didn’t have any flashy moments, but it was filled with important lessons. He learned patience from watching his dad carefully fix engines. He learned kindness from his mom, who always treated people with care. He learned focus from his schoolwork and resilience from everyday challenges. These lessons would become the building blocks of his future success. Long before he ever set foot at Apple or led one of the world’s biggest companies, Tim was just a boy in Alabama—curious, determined, and quietly preparing for something big. And though no one knew it at the time, that small town boy would one day help change the way people connect, create, and communicate around the globe.
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Chapter 2: Loving Numbers and Logic
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From the time Tim Cook was a young boy, he felt a special connection to numbers and logic. While some kids loved drawing or playing sports, Tim found joy in solving problems and figuring out how things worked. He liked the way numbers made sense. Two plus two always equaled four. Math followed rules, and those rules made the world feel more understandable to him. There was something comforting about the structure and order of numbers. Whether he was learning multiplication or trying to figure out how to divide big numbers, Tim enjoyed the challenge. It was like playing a puzzle game where everything had a solution if you just kept thinking hard enough.

As he grew older, his interest in numbers turned into something even bigger—he began to love logic. Logic is all about using your brain to figure out how things fit together and why they work the way they do. It’s not just about math; it’s about patterns, steps, and reason. Tim discovered that logic helped him not only in school but also in real life. If something was broken, he could use logical steps to find out why and fix it. If he didn’t understand something right away, he could ask questions and think through it step by step. This made him a very careful and thoughtful learner. Instead of rushing through problems, he took his time to understand them completely.

Tim’s love of math and logic made him excellent in subjects like science and technology. In school, he would often be the student who raised his hand when others were stuck. He didn’t always have the answer, but he knew how to break a problem into smaller parts to figure it out. He also liked that math didn’t change depending on how someone felt or what they believed—it was the same for everyone. No matter where you came from or who you were, math treated everyone equally. That fairness and clarity made it one of Tim’s favorite subjects. He was never the type to brag, but his teachers noticed his sharp thinking and how well he understood difficult topics.

Tim began to see that math and logic were more than just school subjects—they were tools he could use to make things better. When he read about engineers building bridges or scientists creating new inventions, he realized they were using math and logic to solve real-world problems. That idea excited him. He wanted to do something like that too. He imagined working on big challenges, using his brain to design smarter solutions. He didn’t yet know what his job would be, but he was sure it would involve thinking, calculating, and planning.

At home, Tim sometimes used his skills to help with small things. If the family’s electronics weren’t working, he would try to figure out why. If his bike chain came loose, he didn’t panic—he thought through what might be
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