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  AUTHOR’S NOTE


  In 1971, while reviewing final proofs for publication of The Treasure Galleons, I received some late research from Spain. Hidden in the midst of the voluminous package of documents was an old Spanish publication with a lengthy and obscure title. The most interesting element of this material is that it was written by a witness of the sinking of the 1654 capitana off the desolate coast of Ecuador. The author’s name was Padre Diego Portichuelo de Rivadeneira. Ironically, the padre finds himself experiencing a similar terrible ordeal as he continues his voyage to Spain later in the year, aboard the doomed Nuestra Señora de las Maravillas.


  Being one of the few Maravillas survivors is not drama enough in the life of this modest clergyman. His adventure intensifies as he encounters enemy fire and feels the blood of battle within sight of his long sought destination of Cádiz. Culminating with the explosion of still another galleon, the events lead to his capture and temporary imprisonment. My excitement over this ancient document was second only to what I felt when the translation was completed.


  This is the story of Padre Diego, based on his personal memoirs.


  The diary reflects a remarkable endurance of numerous personal agonies, but does not relate how the consequences of these events combine to have historical effects. No doubt the padre had little idea of the magnitude of history he was participating in at the time. Nor did he consider the aftermath of those events lingering on in the lives of some of us today.


  There are lapses in the good padre’s diary. An attempt to fill these voids through research shows through in this book. Some of his casual or brief references justified more extensive detail. Ominous weather conditions, uncharted navigational hazards, unexpected predicaments of ocean salvage, a treasure ship’s inventory register and the multi-faceted personalities of many people contributed to his story. In an attempt to add a measure of balance to the diary’s references to the English, their side of the story is also told.


  The dramatic sagas of the early salvors, as well as the exciting episodes of modern adventurers on the sunken wrecks, are all of historic consequence. Although Padre Diego was not a part of the early salvage diving on these lost galleons, the events directly involved him, causing grief and consternation.


  Authenticity of this research is verifiable by letters, archive reports, court testimony and quotes from the men involved. It is now possible to relay in clear and understandable terms what it was like to have lived and experienced these events.


  In cases of uncertainty involving a particular event, a meticulous review of hundreds of repetitious records was perused. The evidence was weighed to verify what probably was truth and how the actual events occurred. In every situation a sincere attempt is made to portray the facts. In doing so an amazing truth has been discovered, one much more astonishing than any element of fiction might have been.


  I purposely took some liberty in interpreting characters and judging situations. In order to fully develop this remarkable story, to achieve a strong and interesting narrative, reinforced accurately and thoroughly with credible detail, I traveled many roads, air miles, and sea lanes. These journeys led to meetings with people from all backgrounds and occupations. Most of them graciously offered advice, assistance and information on the subjects herein. Numerous acquaintances were the result of this quest for new detail and unpublished information. Many of them have become close and lifelong friends. There are, unfortunately, a few enemies as well.


  It has been a tremendous pleasure to work with some of the finest researchers in the world. The benefit from some of the most expert genealogical sleuthing not only provided good family background data, but also turned up living descendants of some of the book’s key figures. For the modern salvors of these great shipwrecks, dedicated and expert diving efforts and undying loyalty and determination have earned them a rightful place in this chronology of history.


  In looking back over the past two decades, and in reviewing the final galleys for this book, I’m convinced the effort has proven worthwhile. I found the challenge was inspiration in disguise while researching from South America to Spain, diving on Little Bahama Bank and off Cádiz, recovering treasure buried deeply in the sea hundreds of years ago. So long as there are ships lying buried beneath the sea, the drive and determination to discover them will continue.


  DAVE HORNER
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  Going Down to Panama


  For some unexplained reason, I experienced a nagging feeling of uneasiness, persisting for more than twenty-four hours.


  IT IS A GLORIOUS DAY on Little Bahama Bank. Thirty-three feet under water, I’m digging in the soft sand of what the Spanish called Los Mimbres. Five Atlantic spotted dolphin are playing by my side. I would not want to be anywhere else in the world at this particular time but right here.


  There is a trail of iron spikes and broken amphora, encrusted blobs of unidentified objects, a cannon ball, a corroded coin—make that several corroded coins, probably pieces-of-four reales, but heavily oxidized.


  The hidden trail of treasure stretches beyond the edge of my un -denvater visibility. God, it’s magnificent down here! The dolphin nearby are gesturing, “Dig here!” A barracuda hangs like a silent sentinel fifty feet away. barely moves. Is it pointing the way? Breathtaking vistas of finger sponge and sea whips are swaying to the right as if to say, “The gold is over here.” A colorful school of iridescent mackerel, darting back and forth, seem to communicate, “Follow us, it’s this way.” In this amazing undersea oasis, overlooking the brilliant reflection of dean, sand-bottom endlessness, with all this beauty among enormous currents—anyone who dares to understand and become a part of such an intriguing underwater environment can only dream big dreams.


  I have lived, and relived, the story of the Maravillas for more than twenty-five years through endless hours of study and thousands of dollars spent on research. I am intimately familiar with the names and family histories of the major officers of the 900-ton royal galleon. I know the great ship’s layout, armament, and treasure register. In my dreams I have met some the 650 people who were on board, getting to know more about some of them than I care to admit.


  I have become familiar with their individual strengths and weaknesses, habits and customs, their loyalty to the Crown of Spain, and to the Lord Almighty. It is interesting what one learns about a person after studying weeks of testimony and voluminous depositions, and after investigating years of genealogical trails.


  I am speaking of the sacred vow of honor upheld by a Knight of Santiago. I am referring to the personal dedication and allegiance to the king by a humble but totally trusted silvermaster. I am discussing the “cover-one’s-own-behind” maneuvers by the politically connected high-rankers. Does anything ever change over the centuries? I am relating to the crafty, cunning, scheming ways of opportunistic entrepreneurs who might retire after one successful round-trip voyage to the New World. I am referring to the timely courage of a single seaman versus the unmistalcable faintheartedness of a high official, who paid handsome amounts for his privileged position. I am recalling the magnificent navigational skills and seamanship abilities of some of these long lost ancient mariners whose bones, tools, artillery, astrolabes, eating utensils and personal possessions lie buried beneath this fine white sand. I am remembering the steadfast kindness and unfaltering devotion to those who needed mercy and tenderness by one man of God, who served as chaplain aboard the galleon. All these diverse and remarkable deeds are revealed directly and between-the-lines through the diaries, letters, naval reports and testimony of those deposed, and the treasure and artifacts found on this stretch of ocean bottom.


  Written in Castilian by scribes over the span of three centuries, their words reach out as if to show the way to the Maravillas mother lode—the unsalvaged, never-found chests of gold coins, the numerous boxes of rare emeralds, the luggage of the wealthy, with bags of jewel-studded crosses and exquisite medallions destined for the nobility of Spain and Europe, and the crates of once neatly stacked gold bars, along with row after heavy row of seventy-pound silver ingots in the lower holds. How much still remains, I wonder?


  The mystic spell of the clear Bahamian water and the submerged history I’m dealing with have a mesmerizing effect. I am a transformed person, someone else, but I am not sure who. Having drifted back over the centuries to the mid 1600’s, I’ve adjusted well. Still the question remains: Who am I? A ship’s carpenter? A caulker? A cooper? A boatswain? A pilot? Yes, perhaps with my naval training in navigation and astronomy I was, and am, a pilot. Maybe even the master pilot of the capitana San Josef, whose errors in judgment caused the collision with the almiranta, and have led me to the small pieces of wreckage I am now sorting. Could I even possibly be the competent assistant pilot of the Maravillas, Gaspar de los Reyes, who returned to salvage much of the once great ship? It would be wonderful to be related to such a famous Spanish navigator and treasure salvor.


  Wait a minute! What about the priest? Could I possibly be the reincarnation of Padre Diego?


  Seville, Spain,


  June 3, 1641


  My name is Diego Portichuelo de Rivadeneira, Padre Diego to those who know me.2 I was born in 1614 in beautiful Andújar, Andalusia. My parents entered me into the Seminary of El Escurial at age sixteen. This was my initial preparation for a life of service to Our Lord. I graduated from the University of Salamanca in 1638 with a bachelor’s degree in canon law. From there I proceeded to Osuna to study for my doctorate, awarded in 1641. During my studies, I was appointed chaplain of the Metropolitan Cathedral of Lima in Peru by His Majesty on August 17, 1640. My position being nonsalaried, the generosity of my sponsorship was granted by a noble patron, Don Juan Gonzalez de Uzqueta y Valdes, Knight of Santiago, Lord of Boadilla and its lands. I purposely note my sincere gratitude. Were it not for this support my Catholic purpose of bringing blessing to the infidels of the vast New World would not have been possible. I owe His Lordship a multitude of thanks for his benevolence, compassion and
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	Silver Bars (for the account of the king)
	



	 From Potosí
	697



	 From Lima
	137



	Silver Bars (for private accounts)
	



	 With assay, weight and identifying marks
	810



	 With no markings or weight (average weight per bar was 68.5 lbs.)
	568



	Total Registered Silver Bars
	2212



	Chests of Silver Coins
	



	 2,500 coins per chest (mostly eight and four reales)
	216



	Boxes of Worked Silver
	



	 Candelabra, water and wine goblets, pitchers, trays, etc.
	22





   

   





   

  APPENDIX A Composition of the Spanish Fleet and Comparison of Spanish/English Naval Ranks


  The ship of the captain general, who was the commander-in-chief of the Spanish flota (fleet), was known as the capitana. English and Spanish terminology for naval ranks was not the same. An English commander-in-chief in the mid-17th century was referred to as general-at-sea, or admiral. His counterpart in Spain was known as captain general.


  Second in command of the Spanish fleet was the almirante. His ship was referred to as the almiranta. English second-in-command might be referred to as admiral, vice admiral or commander, depending on the size of the fleet. The English ship carrying the flag of the second-in-command was called the vice-admiral. The rear admiral was generally third in command.


  Third in command of a Spanish armada (the equivalent of the English rear admiral) was the gobernador, who was in charge of the infantry. He generally covered the rear squadron of the fleet. His vessel was referred to as the gobierno.


  While some English blue bloods did postulate to high seafaring positions, most English high command positions were earned by years of experience at sea and at war. On the contrary, Spanish high command positions were often honorific and purchased by the occupant with the right connections. Most of these men expected to realize a fine return on their position through speculatory investments in New World commodities and products. This is not to imply that numerous lesser officials did not rise to high ranlcs in the Spanish Navy. In fact, many of them did.


  Today, while the title of admiral, in English terms, outranlcs a captain, in the days of Old Spain the captain general was totally in charge. The admiral was second in command of the fleet. Captains, lieutenants and other career officers ranking under them were likely to have considerably more sea duty and experience, but not always. It depended on the man in charge, who he was and what he did to earn his stars.




  APPENDIX B Types of Treasure Shipped Aboard Carrera de Indias Fleets

  

	Barras
	Large refined silver bars generally weighing between 65-75 pounds and valued at 1,000 pesos. The weight, fineness and serial number were stamped on each one.



	Barretones
	Smaller bars of refined silver of no standard weight or form. They generally weighed between 15-30 pounds.



	Barretoncillos
	Still smaller bars of refined silver, 5-15 pounds.



	Tomillas
	Bricks of silver.



	Plata Plancha or Plata Blanca
	Sheets of silver



	Plata Piña
	Poorly refined, unassayed porous silver, generally in the form of a cone. Sometimes in the form of a wedge (a part of a cheese-like wheel of silver).



	Plata Labrada
	Worked silverware consisting of plates, dishes, tureens, beakers, cups, candlesticks, forks, spoons, knives, frames, boxes, etc., made by Indian silversmiths to European designs, valued at the weight of the metal. (Since such items were considered for personal use, plata labrada was not subject to the avería tax. This contributed to a huge exploitation of this product category.)



	Reales
	Silver coins, the largest being the piece-of-eight reales, valued at a peso.



	Gold
	Large and small bars of assorted sizes and weights, as well as discs and coins.









  APPENDIX C Denominations and Conversions of Weights and Values

  

	Maravedi de Plata
	Primarily a unit of calculation or measurement equal to ¹/₃₄ of one real of silver.



	Maravedi de Vellon
	Equal to ½ a maravedi of silver.



	Real de Plata
	A small silver coin worth 34 maravedis, or ⅛ of a peso.



	Peso de a Ocho
	Piece-of-eight, equal to 8 reales of silver; equal to 272 maravedis; equal to 28.7 grams of silver, or one ounce. Most full-valued pieces-of-eight were rarely a full ounce, but 27.5 grams.



	Marco de Plata
	Mark of silver was equal to 8 pieces-of-eight; equal to 230 +/- grams of silver; which was equal to ½ a Castilian libra (pound).



	Marco de Oro
	Mark of gold was equal to 50 castellanos; or one doblon (doubloon).



	Castellano
	Castilian, an early Spanish coin and later a measure of value, worth 490 maravedis de plata, being also equal to 14 reales, plus 14 maravedis.



	Escudo
	A gold coin of 3.375 grams at 0.917 fineness, worth 550 maravedis during the mid-17th century, or about 14 reales deplata. Escudos of 1, 2, 4, and 8 were struck and the coin was later referred to as the legendary doubloon.



	Ducado
	Ducat, gold coin, equal to 375 maravedis. The equivalent of 11 reales, plus 1 maravedi during the mid-17th century (up to 1680) or about 1½ pieces-of-eight.



	Peso Ensayado
	A measurement used in the New World for valuing bars of silver, especially worked silver, before the items were created, but including taxes and duties, i.e. the gross value. In the mid-17th century, 1 peso ensayado was the equivalent of about 1.62 pieces-of-eight.



	Cajón de Plata
	Chest of silver. As a registered shipment of money to Spain, a cajón contained 2,500 pieces of eight reales. In merchant trade a cajón contained 2,000 pieces-of-eight.



	Talega
	A strong, linen-cloth, sealed bag containing 1,000 pieces-of-eight. There were two talegas in a merchant’s cajón de pesos. However, smugglers put more coin in some bags to evade taxes.



	Libra
	A Castilian pound, equal to 16 onzas, (ounces) or 460 grams.



	Arroba
	The equivalent of 25 pounds, or 11.5 kilograms.



	Quintal
	Equal to 4 arrobas, or 100 Castilian pounds.








  APPENDIX D Mid 17th Century


  Distances and Measurements


  

	Musket shot
	200-300 meters (with accuracy approximately 150 meters)



	Cannon shot
	500 steps (from 2,200 to 2,500 yards)



	Spanish pie (foot)
	.283 meters, equal to 11.13 inches.



	Spanish league
	3.43 nautical miles (¹/₁₇.₅ of a degree), or 6,352 meters



	Spanish palma, (palm)
	.21 meter, or 8.27 inches



	Braza (fathom)
	One Spanish braza, de mar, equivalent to 5.5 English feet



	Cable length
	608 feet






  Latitude


  Latitude is the angular distance measured north or south from the Equator. The early navigators learned that by recording the altitude of the sun just before, and just after, local apparent noon, their latitude could be determined from the highest point of altitude taken. Altitude is measured upward from the visible sea horizon, as an arc on the surface. One degree of latitude is equal to 60 nautical miles. One minute of latitude is equal to one nautical mile (a nautical mile is equal to about 1.15 statute miles). An astrolabe, predecessor to the sextant, was used to find the altitude of the sun (or a star). Depending upon the skills of the person using it, an astrolabe reading generally was accurate within 10 minutes of the actual position. Other than through the navigator’s educated best guess, longitude (the distance measured east or west as an arc of the equator) was not accurately determined until a reliable time piece became available. This would be after 1707 when Englishman John Harrison created the clock (chronograph) and Greenwich Mean Time was established. GMT separates East from West, and today all countries utilize it as the time basis for determining longitude.




  APPENDIX E List of Persons Known to Have Been Aboard the 1654 Capitana, Jesus Maria de La Limpia Concepción


  

	Capitán General (Captain General)
	Don Francisco de Sosa



	Capitán de Mar (Captain of Sea)
	Bernardo de Campos



	Maestre de Plata (Silvermaster)
	Bernardo de Campos



	Ayudante de Maestre de
	Juan Cortez



	Plata y Artillero
	



	(Assistant Silvermaster and Chief of Artillery)
	



	Piloto Mayor (Chief Pilot)
	Captain Miguel Benitez de Alfara



	Ayudante de Piloto (Assistant Pilot)
	Captain Julio Caballero



	Guarda Mayor (Chief Guardian)
	Don Julio de Navarrete



	Guarda (Guardian)
	Francisco Gil



	Contramaestre (Chief Boatswain)
	Francisco Medero



	Capitán de Compania de
	Don Francisco Tello de Guzmán y



	Infanteria (Captain of Infantry)
	Medina (drowned later on the Maravillas)



	Condestable (Master Gunner)
	Julio Gomez Carvallo



	Despensero (Steward)
	Captain Domingo Fernández de Orozco



	Escribano (Scribe)
	Captain Bartolomé de Chavarria



	Alferes (Midshipman)
	Don Pedro Farfan



	Alferes (Midshipman)
	Don Jeronimo Lozano



	Artilleros (Gunners)
	Pedro de Inestrosa



	
	Francisco Davila



	
	Francisco de Fuentes



	
	Bernardo Ortiz de Menesez



	
	Francisco Rodriguez



	Marineros (Seamen)
	Juan Ramos (an Indian)



	
	Lopez Cavaillon



	
	Francisco Perez de Ircio



	Soldados etc.
	Captain Don Julio de Melo



	(Soldiers and other military personnel)
	Captain Julio Corrilla de Lagandara



	
	Captain Alonzo Perez Montejo



	
	Don Francisco Barragan



	
	Don Juan de Luna



	
	Jeronimo Locano



	
	Julio de Luna Giral



	
	Pedro Farfan de los Godos



	Pasajeros (Passengers)
	Geronymo de Cabrera



	
	Joseph Valdiviejo (resident of Callao)



	
	Francisco Brabo (merchant)



	
	Pedro de Inostrossa (cashier to the merchant, Brabo)






  Many, many others were aboard the vessel. They remain unidentified. The majority of them were traveling to Panama, the Portobelo Fair and to Spain.




  APPENDIX F List of Persons Known to Have Been Aboard the Nuestra Señora de Las Maravillas


  *=Survived


  In addition to Diego Portichuelo de Rivadeneira and the two pilots, Gaspar de los Reyes and Antonio Morales, there were forty-two other survivors as follows:


  Seven soldiers


  Nine passengers


  Twenty-one sailors


  Five cabin boys


  Ships Officers:


  Almirante (Admiral) Don Matías de Orellana


  Capitán (Captain) Don Cristóbal de Salinas (also Captain of the Infantry on board, consisting of five officers and 148 men).


  Maestre de Plata (Silvermaster) Don Diego de Yuste


  * Piloto Mayor (Chief Pilot) Antonio Morales


  * Ayudante de Pilato (Assistant Pilot) Gaspar de los Reyes


  Guardián (Guardian) Ambrosio Altamirano


  Contramaestre (ChiefBoatswain) Juan Rodriguez


  Maestre de Vela (Sail Master) name unknown


  Maestre de Raciones (Master of Rations) Lucas de Quesada


  Maestre de Jarcia (Chief Rigger) name unknown


  Capellan Mayor (High Chaplain) Luis de Sierra


  Cirugano (Surgeon) J osefe Cordé


  Condestable (Chief Master Gunner) name unknown


  Despensero (Supplv Officer) Miguel Alonso


  Alguacil (Bailiff) name unknown


  * Caba de Escuadra de Guzmanes (Chief of Midshipmen) name unknown


  Buzos (Divers): 


  * Buzo Mayor (Chief Diver) Andre de Nicoleta


  Buzo (Diver’s Mate) name unknown


  Trompeta (Trumpeter): 


  name unknown


  Armero (Small Arms Keeper): 


  name unknown


  Artilleros (Gunners): 


  * Fernando Camacho


  * Alacaro García


  * Juan de Messa


  Antonio de Vargas


  Antonio de Marante


  Pedro Simon


  Francisco de la Lama


  Andres Cassada


  Alonso Dias de Bergara


  * Pedro Galán


  Francisco Dias


  Nicolas de Robles


  Francisco Navarro


  Francisco de Arenas


  Martin Moio


  Juan Muñoz


  Felipe Seguerra


  Andres del Mansibais


  Diego Sanchez


  Pedro Lopez


  Juan Perez de Solis


  Juan Alonzo Francisco


  Pedro Hittio


  Felipe García


  Cristóbal Martinez


  Bernardo Garcia


  Baltazar de Castro


  Pedro Montez Cabrera


  Bartolomé de Messa


  Juan Crespo


  Marineros (Able Bodied Seamen): 


  There were fifty-three able seamen on board. However, we have only a few of their names as most of the seamen drowned.


  * Francisco de la Cumba


  * Juan Ruíz


  * Juan Salvador


  Grumetes (Ordinary Seamen): 


  There were thirty-two ordinary seamen reported on board. We have no names.


  Pajes (Ship’s Boys): 


  There were forty Pajes listed as being on the ship.


  * Simon Lopez de Miranda, age 18, was the only known survivor


  Calafates (Caulkers): 


  * Juan de Sevilla


  Pedro de Ayllon


  Carpinteros (Carpenters): 


  * Bartolomé de Castillo


  Mateo de Herrera


  Toneleros (Coopers): 


  Julio Jimenez


  Juan de Espinosa


  * Francisco de Baraona


  Arcabuceros (Harquebusiers):


  There were reported to be at least forty on board.


  Mosqueteros (Musketeers): 


  There were reported to be at least forty or more on board.


  Pifanos (Fifers): 


  It is unknown how many were aboard the vessel, and how many lived or died.


  Tambores (Drummers): 


  It is unknown how many were aboard the vessel, and how many lived or died.


  Passengers:


  * Dr. Don Diego Portichuelo de Rivadeneira


  * Captain Don Domingo de Vega, Knight of the Order of Christ Miguel de Olocaran, Agent of His Majesty Many others, not identified nor counted.




  APPENDIX G The Naming of the Maravillas and Biography of Admiral Orellana


  Why was the almiranta named Nuestra Señora de las Maravillas? Maritime author, diver and researcher, Robert Sténuit reports:


  The story begins in Madrid in 1624. A small community of Carmelites moved into a new convent on the Calle de las Palmas. The good nuns planted a garden in a walled-in land area to grow vegetables and flowers for the altar. Shortly before Christmas 1627, the nuns discovered a tiny, movingly beautiful statuette of the Child Jesus during an afternoon stroll in the garden. The painted wooden sculpture was found in a clump of white flowers called in Spanish, Maravillas de Indias Mirabilis Imirabilis Jalapa, or Marvels of Peru. (Also known as ‘Four-O-Clock’, since the plant’s flowers, from the nyctaginaceae family, open in late afternoon.)


  The nuns were so delighted, they knelt in admiration. They took the Child Jesus to the chapel, improvised a flowered altar and sang Christmas songs to honor Him. Every day for the following three years the nuns continued this simple, voluntary devotional to their beloved Niño Jesus de las Maravillas.


  Moving back even further in history to the 13th century, a lifesize wooden statue of the Virgin Mary was placed above the altar in a village church of Rodas Viejas in the province of Salamanca. She was venerated there for some 300 years. On one sad day in 1585, during a pastoral visit, the Bishop of Salamanca judged the beautiful carving of the Virgin to be so decrepit, the wood so rotten, that he ordered the statue be put away.


  The bishop’s action displeased the faithful villagers. A pious couple, the Gonzalez, obtained permission from the parson to move the statue to their own home so they could continue to honor her. In 1622, one of their sons inherited the Virgin. Some time later, the young Gonzalez, a muleteer and devout Christian, moved her to Madrid with his family.


  Difficult times forced him to sell the Queen of Heaven to a tax collector. He immediately resold her for a profit to the constable, who stored her in the corner of an obscure, damp cellar while he searched for a buyer.


  Strange phenomena, at the time believed to be the result of such an outrage to the Heavenly Mother, began occurring in the constable’s house. Violent, repeated loud knocks shook the building at night. The worried constable ran back to the tax collector with the statue to return it. The tax collector, equally wary of supernatural powers of the sculpture, sold it to the first buyer he found. The new owner, Doña Ana Maria del Carpio, was the pious good wife of the well known sculptor, Francisco Albornoz.


  The Holy Virgin became the focus of a devotional for not only the couple, but others on their block. Soon the entire neighborhood heard and quickly joined in the vigil. When Our Lady performed Her first registered miracle, resuscitating a child murdered by an angry hunter, the sculptor decided it was time to restore the statue. He replaced both hands and most of the head. Soon after, popular fervor became so widespread, on the advice of her confessor, Doña Ana Maria presented the statue to the church of the Convent of the Carmelites of Calle de las Palmas, so it could be viewed and shared with the public. As reported by various chroniclers, on February 1, 1627, the image of the Holy Virgin was solemnly transported to and installed in the church.


  When the nuns and ladies of the parish dressed the old statue in the finest brocades, silks and laces, covered her in jewels, then raised her above the main altar, it appeared only natural that the recently discovered Little Jesus should be placed in the hands of His Holy Mother. He fit perfectly in Her arms.


  From this time, and still today, the statue’s arms are always decorated with fresh flowers of the Marvels of Peru. She remains passionately revered in Madrid as the Santisima Virgen de Nuestra Señora de las Maravillas, the most Holy Virgin of our Lady of the Marvels of Peru.


  Her final consecration was soon to come.


  In the same neighborhood, now Barrio de las Maravillas, stood the palace of the Dukes of Monteleon. In 1639, King Philip IV was warned that the Duke conspired against his policies and was organizing clandestine meetings in his home. One night the king, escorted by two of his courtiers, decided to see for himself who the conspirators were. From a vantage point near the convent he watched. He soon recognized the Dulce’s visitors. As Philip returned home late at night, his small group was attacked by six ruffians, brandishing swords. Within minutes one of them lay dead, the others put to flight. The king was seriously wounded and bleeding profusely.


  Days later the remaining five ruffians were caught and hung on the Plaza Mayor, amid indescribable popular sentiment. His Majesty’s injuries were severe. The wounds, despite a constant prayer vigil spread country-wide, were not healing.


  The news quickly traveled to the Carmelites. They hastily sent the cloak of Nuestra Señora de las Maravillas to the palace. To the surprise and delight of all, as soon as the royal bed was covered with the cloak of the Virgin, His Majesty’s wounds began to heal at an incredibly fast speed. Two days later the king was on his feet, deeply grateful.


  He proclaimed himself patron of the convent, obliged himself to pay a generous annual rent and immediately ordered a new, larger church to be built at expense. For the remainder of his life, until his death in 1665, he remained the most ardent devotee of Nuestra Señora de las Maravillas, even naming one of his new war galleons after her.


  The original statue of Nuestra Señora del Niño Jesus de las Maravillas disappeared in the Spanish civil war in 1936. Despite the nuns’ careful effort to hide the statue in the patio before fleeing the convent, it was destroyed by the militiamen. Following the war, two reproductions of the statue were made, both now in Madrid. Each holds a small statuette of the Child Jesus in Her hands. Both statues are claimed to be the original. They can be seen in the Church of the Carmelites Convent of Nuestra Señora de las Maravillas y de los Santos Justo y Pastor on Calle de las Palmas, Number 28. Other statues of the Virgin of the Marvels have been venerated. One in the Augustine monastery in Navarre in 1634, another is in the Church of Nuestra Señora de las Maravillas in Sevilla, and one is in Celiegin, Murcia.


  One question will remain unanswered through history. As the richly laden Montealegre’s flota was sailing back to Spain on the fateful night on January 4, 1656, on the edge of the dangerous Little Bahama Banlc, why did Our Good Lady of the Marvels of Peru withdraw her protection from the galleon of Don Matías de Orellana?


  The Orellana name was an old and proud one in all of Spain. Early members were associated with Pizzaro in Peru and Cortez in Mexico. This branch of the Orellanas, while financially comfortable, were not wealthy. Its first generation knights, the Orellana warriors were raised to be unceasingly loyal to family, king and Almighty Lord, and to serve each with dignity and honor.


  Don Matías was the youngest of four brothers. He enjoyed a distinguished military career. Another brother, Don Pedro, previously served as general of the galleys in Naples. He also served as general of several Tierra Firme fleets. Both men were Knights of the Order of Santiago. Don Matías was ordained in 1639 after successfully proving his nobility to the High Council of the Order. The white cloak with red insignia of Saint James of the Sword was awarded him in the same house he was born, at Casas de Reinas. One year later, Matías de Orellana, now age thirty and already a Capitán de Guerra, found himself in Tarragona. Philip IV issued troops to Tarragona to restore order among the Catalans in the region, known to be attempting to form an alliance with France. The French army actually occupied the walled city, but departed soon after King Philip’s show of strength.


  As an ordained knight and army officer, the vow Don Matías accepted was to serve His Majesty for no less than six months at sea. In 1641 he served among the Armada de Barlomento, guarding the western Caribbean and the approaches to Cartagena. A year later he served on a galleon of the Armada de la Carrera de las Indias. An official document dated November 27, 1642 certified, “He has served diligently, with honor and competence.”


  In consideration of his past services the king graced him with the promise of two future posts as either admiral of the Tierra Firme fleet which sailed to the mainland of the South American continent, or admiral of the New Spain fleet, sailing to Mexico and Central America. Now on the officially designated waiting list, he would be appointed as soon as a vacancy appeared. His post as admiral placed him second in command of the entire fleet, behind only the captain general.


  To his disappointment, however, in March 1643, he was ordered to serve another year on a warship bound for Tierra Firme. He attempted to resist by reminding Don Pedro Colomar of the Council of the Indies of his two promised posts.


  His appeal was refused. Having faithfully promised to serve his king with honor and dignity, he presented himself in Cádiz on April 1, 1643. Reporting to the Marqués de Villafranca, Captain General of the Armada and Army of the Ocean Sea, he served for ten months, receiving 110 escudos a month. This extra duty enabled him to comply with his knightly obligation to serve His Majesty. In this capacity, though still not the designated almirante, he was a captain of sea and war, in charge of all the king’s artillery and defense forces on board. His ship was a Biscayan galleon of 580 tons (built in Biscay) the Santiago de Galicia, commanded by Antonio Sanz del Castillo.


  Loaded with silver on its return voyage, the galleon developed a major leak in mid-ocean. Don Matías received much credit for getting the leaking vessel safely back to Spain.


  Don Matías waited patiently all of 1645. His day finally arrived during 1646 when he was named admiral of the fleet scheduled to sail in 1647. He made several voyages to the Indies as fleet admiral when, on May 17, 1654, he was named second in command under Captain General Luis Francisco Nuñez de Guzmán, the Marqués of Montealegre. Their mission was to return to Spain with silver from the New World before an English fleet, known to be preparing to sail for the Indies, could stop them.
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