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​1.Foreword
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Divine Rhinoceros?: Incredible Incomparable Sanxingdui - Five Thousand Years Ago In China

Mythological Animals Of Sanxingdui?

Fantastic bronzes from the Bronze Age?

Unbelievable gold masks?

How did ancient people do such fantastic bronze and gold objects and sculptures?

Behold the outstanding prehistoric metallurgy!
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​2.Sanxingdui
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The mysterious Sanxingdui ruins are located 40 km from Guanghan city in Southwest China’s Sichuan province.

Spanning 12 square kilometers, the Sanxingdui ruins are believed to be the remnants of the ancient Shu Kingdom, dating back 4,500 to 3,000 years.
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​3.Sanxingdui Mystery
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Sanxingdui 三星堆 is an archaeological wonder.

It is almost like an alien culture plonked onto the earth 5,000 years ago.

Despite the many new discoveries made in recent years since 2020, the great mystery of Sanxingdui is still unresolved.

There are still many questions to be answered:

1. Where and how did they get their fantastic bronze technology?

2. Why did they destroy and bury their precious relics?

3. Who are these people?

4. Where did they go after evacuating Sanxingdui?

5. Were they peaceful or militaristic?

6. Where and what are their weapons?

7. How did they grow so wealthy?

8. What did they produce so successfully to be able to trade for and accumulate such a great stockpile of elephant tusks, cowrie shells, jade and gold?

9. Did they produce much silk and crops for export?

10. Were they great traders and middlemen in the trade with other regions?

11. Where did they get their copper ores, fuels, jade and gold?

12. Did they trade with West Asia, East Asia and Southeast Asia?

13. Why did they adopt rhinoceros, snakes, birds as their sacred animals?

14. Why did they have so many hybrid animals in their culture?

15. How did they make such exquisite gold foil and its embossing?

16. Why did they use the scepter as a sign of great power?

Indeed, there are more questions than answers for this greatest of Chinese enigma.
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​4.Baodun Culture
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Well, it all started with the fabulous prehistoric story of the Baodun Culture (宝墩文化).

The Baodun culture (2700 BC – 1700 BC) was a Neolithic culture centered on the Chengdu Plain in Sichuan, China.

In 2013, an unusual ancient tomb from the Baodun Culture dating back to more than 4,500 years ago was discovered in Hongqiao village in Chengdu, Sichuan Province.

The body of a man about 1.6 meters tall and in his 30s was lying in the tomb. Next to him was a 1.04-meter-long ivory scepter.

Who might he be? Was he one of the legendary kings of Shu from the ancient Shu Kingdom, or a leader of an ancient tribe? It is still a mystery.
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​5.Significance Of The Baodun Culture
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Baodun archaeological site, located in the Chengdu Plain, dates back to 4,500 to 3,700 years ago.

Many archaeologists believe that the culture is the likely precursor to the later but more well-known Sanxingdui Culture.

In fact, many think it is the original culture that precedes the Sanxingdui culture.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​6.Baodun City Ruins site
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The Baodun site was first discovered in a village in Chengdu in 1995.

It was recognized as the largest city ruins on the upper reaches of the Yangtze River.

Highly developed agricultural tools were found at the Baodun site. The site is considered an origin of Sanxingdui Culture due to the similarities in pottery techniques, stone artifacts, and the technology used in the city wall construction.

The impressive scepters, ivory and jade artifacts unearthed at the site also show a connection with Sanxingdui.

The Baodun City Ruins are the largest as well as the earliest prehistoric city ruins found on the Chengdu Plain.

The town is the earliest site of human mass settlement on the Chengdu Plain, as well as being the birthplace of rice-growing civilization on the plain

Suspected ruins of rice paddies had been found.

In addition, six pieces of carbonized bamboo chips believed to be part of a bamboo-mud cabin were unearthed.

Seven other city ruin sites have also been discovered around Chengdu.

Yufu site

The site at Yufu at Mangcheng in Chengdu city is also surrounded by two walls: The inner wall covers an area of around 25 ha (250,000 m2), while the outer wall covers an area of around 40 ha (400,000 m2).

Mangcheng site

The site at Mangcheng is also surrounded by two pounded earth walls: the inner wall covers an area of around 7.2 ha (72,000 m2), while the outer wall covers an area of around 10.5 ha (105,000 m2).
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​7.Sanxingdui Origin
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By carbon dating, Sanxingdui dates from 2800 BC to 1100 BC.

Stage 1 was Baodun Culture.

Stage 2 and 3 were the Sanxingdui Culture.

Stage 4 was the Shi'erqiao site and the Jinsha site.

These were basically existing before or during the ancient Shang and Zhou dynasty that had developed prominently in the central plains of the traditional Chinese Yellow River basin culture, long thought to be the only cradle of Chinese civilization.
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​8.Most Significant Archaeological Sites In China
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Before Sanxingdui, the most important archaeological sites in China are:

1. Zhoukoudian, Beijing

At various parts of the site, scientists have unearthed the remains of early human lineage member Homo erectus “Peking Man” that date back more than 500,000 years, as well as of Homo sapiens “Shandingdong Man”, identified as a primitive modern human, who lived 30,000 years ago.

2. Yinxu Ruins, Henan

The Yinxu Ruins Site in Anyang city, Henan province, was an ancient capital of the Shang Dynasty (16th century-11th century BC).

Spreading across over 30 square kilometers, the archeological site features the greatest number of oracle bone inscriptions discovered so far.

It is really China's largest ancient library of China's first written words, the unique Chinese square words that are pictorial as well as highly stylized for great efficiency to express ideas and happenings.

3. Terracotta Army, Xian

This mausoleum of the first emperor of Qin Dynasty (221-206 BC) is located at the northern foot of Lishan Mountain, 35 kilometers northeast of Xi’an, capital of Northwest China’s Shaanxi province.

An army of more than 7,000 life-sized terracotta warriors and horses and chariots were discovered underground at the site of the tomb in 1974.
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​9.Traditional View Of Chinese Civilization
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The long-held view of Chinese civilization was based on a number of impressive cultures found by archaeological digs over the years:

1.  The Cishan culture at Hubei (6000-5500 BC).

2.  The Yangshao culture (5000-3000 BC) at Henan.

3.  The Hongshan culture near Liao River (4700-2900 BC),

4.  The Liangzhu Water City (3400-2250 BC) culture near today's Shanghai.

5.  The Longshan culture of the central and lower stretch of yellow river (3000-2000 BC).

Indeed, the most famous archaeological sites in China are mostly in the yellow river area.
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