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  The Holy Spirit and Christian Maturity


  At Ransom Press International we embrace the ministry of the Holy Spirit as essential to Christian maturity, and paramount to living a life victorious over sin, the world, and the devil. Unless we are directed by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit we have no hope of an inheritance with Christ, for all that are led by the Spirit of God, the same are sons of God (Romans 8).


  As joint-heirs with Christ, we may receive of the Father’s pleasure and promise, everything that Christ has received, including the anointing of the Holy Spirit. And by the Spirit we have gifts and ministry, yet these bear fruit through us in step with our desire to do things God’s way, and not our own. Because of this, we see differences in gifts and ministry among the sons of God, for all come to maturity in their own time and according to their willingness to bear the cross of Christ. For this same reason we would not assume all manifest the same power and anointing, over a given course of time, yet we do expect that all will reach maturity with a powerful anointing.


  It is with this in mind that our ministry focuses on preaching Christ at every level of belief and faith, being long-suffering with those who mature slowly, yet keeping pace to meet the need of those progressing from hearing to seeing by the Spirit. We do not favor groups or denominations, one over another, nor do we produce Christian materials that promote any belief system other than the cross of Christ and all that is accomplished by it. We recognize the Holy Spirit as our sole covering and, therefore, our allegiance is not to men nor organizations. However, we are ready and willing to cooperate with men and organizations where, by the Spirit, the same are ministering with pure hearts and clean hands. To preach the cross of Christ and accomplish the work of God to save souls from among all men—especially those who seem unlikely candidates for the kingdom of God.


  At Ransom Press International our ultimate mission is for the perfecting of the saints in the work of the ministry, unto the edifying of the body of the Christ until we all come forth in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the coming of age of the Christ: That we no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, by which they lie in wait to deceive, but following the truth in charity, let us grow up into him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and well tied together among itself by the nourishment that every connecting bond supplies, by the operation of each member according to measure they have received, making increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in charity (Ephesians 4:12–16).
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  Introduction


  Matthew, meaning “gift of the Lord,” wrote a Gospel that begins with: The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham. Matthew seems to be the same person referred to as Levi,[1] the son of Alphaeus,[2] who was a publican or tax collector for Rome when Jesus called him. The name Levi may imply that Matthew was a Levite. This book differs from the genealogy of Jesus recorded by Luke, which goes from Joseph to God for a total of seventy names, each mentioned once. Here, Matthew begins with Abraham, who is known as the friend of God.[3] And Matthew mentions the name of each generational patriarch twice.[4]


  We all have relationships on many different levels. There are those who, after spending quite a while in relationship with their spouse, with their children, with their coworkers, with their neighbors, with their fellow church members, and so forth, might, upon reflection, finally conclude that true friends are few and far between.


  God’s friendship with Abraham and his family blossomed into the nation of Israel with exceedingly great and precious promises centering on the promised Messiah, or Christ, of whom King David was a forerunner or prototype. The gospel of Jesus Christ contains the good news of how we (Jews and Gentiles) may all be redeemed and restored to fellowship and friendship with God and with one another as members in particular of the body of Christ.[5] Once redeemed, we are included in the commonwealth of Israel[6] and become joint heirs in Christ to the great and mighty promises of God.[7]


  


  

    

      1	Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27


    


    

      2	Alphaeus, mentioned five times in Scripture, means “change” or “successor.” It is interesting to note that James the lesser is also referred to as the son of Alphaeus (Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13).


    


    

      3	Isaiah 41:8; James 2:23


    


    

      4	The divergence in the trajectory of the genealogy from David to Christ between Matthew and Luke may be attributed to one account being the ancestry of Joseph and the other being that of Mary. Remember that according to Scripture, in marriage, the two become one flesh. Therefore, Joseph can represent Mary and vice versa (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5–6; Mark 10:6–9; 1 Corinthians 6:15–17). This also applies to Christ and the congregation (Ephesians 5:30–32). Some think that Luke gives the genealogy of Mary, and Matthew records that of Joseph. However, I feel that it is probably the other way around.


    


    

      5	1 Corinthians 12:27


    


    

      6	Ephesians 2:11–22


    


    

      7	2 Corinthians 1:20


    


  




  


  

    Chapter One


    Matthew 1


    The Forty-Second Generation


    1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham.


    2 Abraham[8] begat Isaac; Isaac[9] begat Jacob; Jacob[10] begat Judas and his brothers;


    After a troubling and lackluster beginning, Judas (Judah in Hebrew) became an example of virtue when he offered to put his own life on the line to save his brother Benjamin.[11] This led to an extraordinary blessing from his father, Israel, in which Joseph is designated as part of the generational bloodline of Jesus Christ.


    Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise; thy hand shall be on the neck of thine enemies; thy father’s sons shall bow down before thee. Judah is a lion’s whelp; from the prey my son, thou art gone up; he stooped down, he couched as a lion and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up?


    The sceptre shall not be taken from Judah, nor the lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh comes; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. Binding his foal unto the vine and his ass's colt to the choice roots; he washed his garments in wine and his covering in the blood of grapes; his eyes red with wine and his teeth white with milk. (Genesis 49:8–12)


    Jesus Christ is described as the lion of the tribe of Judah.[12]


    3 Judas[13] begat Phares and Zara[14] of Thamar; Phares[15] begat Esrom; Esrom[16] begat Aram;


    Thamar, meaning “palm tree,” is the first of three Gentile women named in this list.


    4 Aram[17] begat Aminadab; Aminadab[18] begat Naason; Naason[19] begat Salmon;


    5 Salmon[20] begat Booz of Rachab; Booz[21] begat Obed of Ruth; Obed[22] begat Jesse;


    Rachab, or Rahab, meaning “to rapture with violence,” is the second Gentile woman included in the bloodline of Jesus Christ. It seems that Salmon was one of the two spies Joshua sent into the promised land who were aided and hidden by Rahab, leading to her and her family being the only ones saved from the destruction of Jericho.[23] Ruth, meaning “friend” or “friendship,” is the third Gentile woman included in the generation of Jesus Christ.


    6 Jesse[24] begat David the king; David the king[25] begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias;[26]


    David the king came from a long line of godly ancestors. God promised to build David a sure house[27] and made a special covenant with the house of David,[28] promising special treatment to his descendants.[29] God also promised David: If thy sons will keep my covenant and my testimony that I shall teach them, their sons shall also sit upon thy throne for ever.[30]


    7 Solomon[31] begat Roboam; Roboam[32] begat Abia; Abia[33] begat Asa;


    8 Asa[34] begat Josaphat; Josaphat[35] begat Joram; Joram[36] begat Ozias;


    9 Ozias[37] begat Jotham; Jotham[38] begat Achaz, Achaz[39] begat Ezekias;


    10 Ezekias[40] begat Manasses; Manasses[41] begat Amon; Amon[42] begat Josias;


    11 Josias[43] begat Jechonias and his brothers,[44] about the time they were carried away to Babylon,


    From Solomon to Jechonias is a succession of fourteen kings ending in the Babylonian captivity. Some were righteous; some were not. Some had a perfect heart toward God, and some did not. Wicked King Manasses reigned for fifty-five years and finally turned to God in the end after falling into the hands of his enemies.[45] His sons, however, did not learn their lesson, and even though his grandson Josiah made serious reforms, it was not enough for the nation to avoid serious judgment.


    During the reign of Jeconiah, God said via the prophet Jeremiah, Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem and see now and find out and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that execute judgment, that seek the truth; and I will pardon the city.[46]


    After over a hundred years of repeatedly sending strong warnings by his prophets, God sent judgment in which two-thirds of the nation perished by the pestilence, famine, and the sword while the remaining third went into seventy years of captivity in the faraway land of Babylon.[47]


    12 after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; Salathiel[48] begat Zorobabel;


    13 Zorobabel[49] begat Abiud; Abiud[50] begat Eliakim; Eliakim[51] begat Azor;


    14 Azor[52] begat Sadoc; Sadoc[53] begat Achim; Achim[54] begat Eliud;


    15 Eliud[55] begat Eleazar; Eleazar[56] begat Matthan; Matthan[57] begat Jacob;


    16 Jacob[58] begat Joseph the husband of Mary,[59] of whom was born Jesus,[60] who is called Christ.[61]


    Please note that this entire list from the generation of Abraham to the generation of Christ (verses 2 through 16) is all contained in one long sentence.


    17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; from the carrying away into Babylon unto the Christ are fourteen generations.


    From Abraham to Christ, there are forty-two generations.[62] This is fourteen times three. The number fourteen is linked to salvation (the Passover was celebrated on the fourteenth day of the first calendar month). From very early on, the number three is linked to fruitfulness and blessing.[63] Therefore, the number forty-two has to do with the fruitfulness of salvation which is fulfilled by the anointing of the Holy Spirit.[64]


    18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was like this: That being, his mother Mary espoused to Joseph (before they came together) she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.


    Mary, the fifth woman mentioned in this genealogy, conceived Jesus supernaturally by the Holy Spirit. This is unique in the history of humanity. Mary agreed to God’s supernatural plan even though, in that day and age, this carried an extreme risk for her reputation and maybe even for her physical life.[65]


    19 Then Joseph, her husband, being just and not willing to expose her publicly, desired to leave her secretly.


    20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in dreams, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife; for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.


    21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins.


    To convince Joseph, who was in quite a quandary when he found out that his betrothed wife was pregnant even before they came together, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in dreams (plural). Joseph thought on these things and had multiple dreams. Not only had Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit, but the angel of the Lord in Joseph’s dreams promised him that the son she would bring forth would save his people from their sins! Joseph was supernaturally ordered to lay aside his doubts and fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife. Even though Joseph is described here in Scripture as being just (or righteous) this would test his faith.


    Later, the apostle Peter wrote:


    That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than gold (which perishes, nevertheless it is tried by fire), might be found unto praise and glory and honour when Jesus, the Christ, is made manifest. (1 Peter 1:7)


    Furthermore, the angel of the Lord commanded Joseph, thou shalt call his name Jesus. If Joseph moved forward in faith, he would have the great honor of naming and caring for the child.


    The supernatural explanation to Joseph of God’s supernatural plan continues:


    22 Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying,


    23 Behold, a virgin shall conceive and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is God With Us.[66]


    The full quote from Isaiah is:


    Hear ye now, O house of David, Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:13–14)


    Putting these two Scriptures together, it is clear that Mary and the others, whom verse 23 refers to as they, would all call Jesus Emmanuel, which being interpreted is God With Us. This revelation of the deity of the child, whom he was being called upon to receive as his own and name, had to have absolutely astounded Joseph, who suddenly found himself wide awake.


    24 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him and took unto him his wife


    25 and knew her not until she had brought forth her firstborn son, and he called his name Jesus.


    Joseph lost no time in moving forward in faith according to all the instructions he was given. In fact, Joseph is among the ranks of the devoted few of whom Scripture has absolutely nothing negative to report, such as Enoch, Joseph the son of Jacob, Ruth, Daniel, and Elisha.


    Let us pray:


    Dear heavenly Father, we greatly desire to enter into profound friendship with you as Abraham and David. Like Joseph, we desire to diligently attend to detail and follow your guidance. May your plan of redemption according to the gospel of Jesus Christ come to fruition in us by the Holy Spirit. Amen.


    


    

      

        8	Abraham, meaning “father of many Gentiles” (Hebrew Goim), is the first generation of this book of the generation of Jesus Christ. Abraham is the first person on record in Scripture whose name was changed by God.


      


      

        9	Isaac, meaning “laughter,” is the second generation.


      


      

        10	Jacob, meaning “heel catcher,” is the third generation.


      


      

        11	Genesis 44:18–34


      


      

        12	Revelation 5:5


      


      

        13	Judas, meaning “praise,” is the fourth generation — his brothers are mentioned.


      


      

        14	Phares and Zara (to rise) were twins born under very unique circumstances (Genesis 38).


      


      

        15	Phares, meaning “breach,” is the fifth generation — his twin brother, Zara, who was almost born first, is mentioned.


      


      

        16	Esrom, meaning “enclosed by a wall,” or “flourishing,” is the sixth generation.


      


      

        17	Aram, meaning “high” or “exalted” — same as Syria — is the seventh generation.


      


      

        18	Aminadab, meaning “my people is willing,” is the eighth generation.


      


      

        19	Naason, meaning “oracle,” is the ninth generation.


      


      

        20	Salmon, meaning (1) “clothing” or “covering” or (2) “terrace” or “ascending,” is the tenth generation.


      


      

        21	Booz, meaning “only in him is there strength,” is the eleventh generation.


      


      

        22	Obed, meaning “serving,” is the twelfth generation.


      


      

        23	Joshua chapter 2


      


      

        24	Jesse, meaning “gift” or “he who has much,” is the thirteenth generation.


      


      

        25	David the king is the fourteenth generation. David means “beloved.”


      


      

        26	Bathsheba, the mother of Solomon, is referred to here as her that had been the wife of Urias, giving recognition to Uriah the Hittite, who had been her legal and rightful husband. Uriah means “the LORD is light.”


      


      

        27	1 Samuel 2:35; 1 Samuel 25:28


      


      

        28	There are twenty-six references in Scripture to the house of David.


      


      

        29	2 Samuel 7:8–17; 1 Kings 2:4


      


      

        30	Psalm 132:12


      


      

        31	Solomon, meaning “peace offering,” is the fifteenth generation.


      


      

        32	Roboam, meaning “he who makes the people great,” is the sixteenth generation.


      


      

        33	Abia, meaning “the LORD is my father,” is the seventeenth generation.


      


      

        34	Asa, meaning “physician,” is the eighteenth generation.


      


      

        35	Josaphat, meaning “the LORD is judge” or “who the LORD judges,” is the nineteenth generation.


      


      

        36	Joram, meaning “whom the LORD has exalted” or “the LORD is exalted,” is the twentieth generation.


      


      

        37	Ozias, meaning “the LORD is my fortress” or “fortress of the LORD,” is the twenty-first generation.


      


      

        38	Jotham, meaning “the LORD is perfect” or “the LORD is upright” or “the LORD is eternal,” is the twenty-second generation.


      


      

        39	Achaz, meaning “sustained possessor,” is the twenty-third generation.


      


      

        40	Ezekias, or Hezekiah, meaning “the strength of the LORD” or “the LORD is my strength,” is the twenty-fourth generation.


      


      

        41	Manasses, meaning “he who causes to forget,” is the twenty-fifth generation.


      


      

        42	Amon, meaning “of the people,” is the twenty-sixth generation.


      


      

        43	Josias, meaning “the LORD heals” or “whom the LORD heals,” is the twenty-seventh generation.


      


      

        44	Jechonias, meaning “who the LORD establishes,” and his brothers are the twenty-eighth generation.


      


      

        45	2 Chronicles 33:9–19 (Manasseh)


      


      

        46	Jeremiah 5:1


      


      

        47	Ezekiel 5:11–12


      


      

        48	Salathiel, or Shealtiel, meaning “I asked of God,” is the twenty-ninth generation.


      


      

        49	Zorobabel or Zerubbabel, meaning “branch out of Babylon” or “born in Babylon” or “dispersed in Babylon,” is the thirtieth generation. He was part of the remnant that returned from Babylon with Ezra to rebuild the temple and became governor of Judah (Ezra 2:1–2; Nehemiah 12:1; Haggai 1:14; Zechariah 4:6–10). This name is mentioned twenty-two times in the OT and three times in the NT for a total of twenty-five.


      


      

        50	Abiud, meaning “father of honor,” is the thirty-first generation.


      


      

        51	Eliakim, meaning “raised up by God” or “God will establish,” is the thirty-second generation.


      


      

        52	Azor, meaning “helper,” is the thirty-third generation.


      


      

        53	Sadoc or Zadoc, meaning “just” or “righteous” or “upright,” is the thirty-fourth generation.


      


      

        54	Achim, meaning “God establishes,” is the thirty-fifth generation.


      


      

        55	Eliud, meaning “God of Judah” or “God of praise,” is the thirty-sixth generation.


      


      

        56	Eliezar, meaning “whom God aids,” is the thirty-seventh generation.


      


      

        57	Matthan, meaning “gift,” is the thirty-eighth generation.


      


      

        58	Jacob, meaning “heel catcher,” is the thirty-ninth generation.


      


      

        59	Joseph the husband of Mary is the fortieth generation.


      


      

        60	Jesus (Joshua in Hebrew), meaning “savior” or “the LORD is salvation,” is the forty-first generation.


      


      

        61	Christ, meaning “Anointed One (including those who are born again in Christ — anointed with the Holy Spirit — members of the body of Christ), is the forty-second generation.


      


      

        62	It is also very interesting to note that during the exodus, from the crossing of the Red Sea to the promised land, God led the children of Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night through forty-two camps. The last was at Gilgal after they crossed the Jordan River.


      


      

        63	Genesis 1:9–13; Psalm 3


      


      

        64	See The Tabernacle of David, a study of the significance of prophetic numerology in the Psalms, Russell Stendal, Ransom Press International, Hollywood, Florida.


      


      

        65	Then Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her. (Luke 1:38)


      


      

        66	This promise was given to the house of David, of which both Joseph and Mary pertained (Isaiah 7:13–14, Luke 1:26–27).


      


    


  




  


  Chapter Two


  Matthew 2


  King of Kings


  The way unto life is through a very narrow gate, and there are few that find it.[67] When we enter this confined way, which is the true way of the Lord, he will lead us and guide us. If we are willing to give up our own ambitions, he will directly intervene in our lives and provide the necessary orientation and discipline, even in the midst of great trials and tribulations, so that we may securely enter into his blessing and bear good fruit for his kingdom. This was the case with Mary and Joseph.


  On the other hand, the way that leads to destruction is wide and spacious, and those who follow it are many.[68] Unfortunately, this was the case with King Herod and with many of the religious people of Jerusalem and Judaea.


  1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,


  2 saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? We have seen his star in the east and are come to worship him.


  You might wonder if there were any wise men in Jerusalem at the king’s palace or at the temple receiving revelation from God regarding the prophetic time in which they were living. Why were the wise men from the east the only ones who seemed to have noticed the rising star of the long-promised Messiah? They knew for certain that the true King of the Jews had been born, and they had undertaken a long and arduous journey to come to worship him. The news of their arrival and quest evidently caused quite a stir in Jerusalem.[69]


  3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled and all Jerusalem with him.


  4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he asked them where the Christ should be born.


  5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea, for thus it is written by the prophet.


  6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda, for out of thee shall come a Leader that shall shepherd my people Israel.[70]


  All the chief priests and scribes of the people knew what was recorded in Scripture regarding where the Messiah was prophesied to be born, but they were oblivious to the timing and application. The very abrupt and credible news from the wise men — who had been aware of the star for quite a while — caused King Herod to be troubled and all Jerusalem with him. It seems that they did not take this incredible news as cause for joy and celebration. There are many today who are equally troubled when they contemplate the possibility of the fulfillment of all the prophecy regarding the second coming.


  7 Then Herod, calling the wise men unto him secretly, understood of them with diligence the time of the appearing of the star;


  8 and sending them to Bethlehem, he said, Go there and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again that I may come and worship him also.


  It turned out that Herod had his own nefarious reasons for wanting to know the exact time of the appearing of the star. King Herod demonstrated absolutely zero fear of the Lord while, on the other hand, he greatly feared the possibility of a divinely appointed successor to his throne.


  9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, behold, the star, which they had seen in the east, went before them until it arrived and stood over where the young child was.


  10 Seeing the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.


  What an awesome star! God knows the names of all the stars because he made them.[71] The wise men knew this was the star heralding the King of the Jews who had just been born (v. 2). They had first seen the star in the east (in the direction of the sunrise). Now it went before them until it arrived and stood over where the young child was. The wise men were led to Jesus by following the light. Those who desire to follow the light of the truth may still encounter him today.


  11 And entering into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother; and falling down, they worshipped him; and opening their treasures, they offered him gifts: gold and frankincense and myrrh.[72]


  This scene must have left an indelible impression on Mary and Joseph as well as provided the necessary finances for the emergency journey to seek refuge in Egypt that would almost immediately ensue. In spiritual typology, gold may represent the divine nature. Frankincense represents love and thanksgiving (it was an ingredient of the special perfume of the tabernacle[73] and was also required to accompany any present of flour representing the work of their hands that accompanied a sacrifice). Myrrh, a bitter but fragrant resin, was an ingredient of the oil of the holy anointing, a superior ointment,[74] and is a symbol of the way of the cross. Truly, these were fitting and kingly gifts for our Lord Jesus.


  All of us receive gifts (talents and abilities) from God when we are born into the natural realm and again when we are reborn by the Spirit.


  12 And being warned by divine revelation in dreams that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.


  The wise men who were being supernaturally led by the star of Jesus Christ also received divine revelation in dreams.


  13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in dreams, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother and flee into Egypt and remain there until I bring thee word, for Herod will seek the young child to kill him.


  14 And awakening, he took the young child and his mother by night and departed into Egypt


  15 and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.[75]


  Joseph is introduced in Scripture as being just or righteous. He also repeatedly demonstrated very profound and active faith. Here, once again, as soon as he received revelation from God regarding the danger from Herod, he immediately sprang into action in obedience to the angel of the Lord. Joseph woke up from his dreams (plural), took off for Egypt by night with Mary and baby Jesus, and stayed there until God told him what to do next. This required patience.[76]


  16 Then Herod, seeing he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth and sent forth and killed all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the borders thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time that he had understood of the wise men.


  17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by the Lord through Jeremiah the prophet, saying,


  18 In Rama[77] was there a voice heard, lamentation and weeping and great mourning, Rachel was weeping for her children and would not be comforted because they perished.


  When wicked King Herod realized that he would not be able to easily locate baby Jesus, he threw a temper tantrum and gave the order for all the children two years old and under in Bethlehem and for miles around to be murdered in a failed attempt to destroy the promised King of the Jews. He was able to conduct an unthinkable and terrible slaughter, but Jesus escaped due to Joseph’s instant obedience to the divine instructions he received.


  The full quote of the more than five-hundred-year-old prophecy applied to this situation in verse 18 comes from Jeremiah 31.


  Jeremiah 31


  15 Thus hath the LORD said; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her sons, she refused to be comforted regarding her sons, because they perished.


  Rachel, meaning “ewe,” was the cherished wife of Jacob, the one chosen to bear God’s name — Israel — a name that has been subsequently bestowed on the entire nation of the redeemed people of God (including Jews and Gentiles). Herod’s order to massacre the children of Bethlehem is only a very small fraction of the sum total of all the innocent martyrs throughout the difficult history of Israel and the church. From a human perspective, this continues to be motive for lamentation and bitter weeping for the cherished bride of Jesus Christ. However, God’s perspective is quite different.


  16 Thus hath the LORD said; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears; for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the LORD; and they shall come again from the land of the enemy.


  17 There is also hope for thine end, saith the LORD, and the sons shall come again to their own border.


  All along, God has had a secret plan, closely veiled in mystery for thousands of years, for the redemption of fallen humanity. Through the advent of Jesus Christ, death would be conquered. Up until the victory of Jesus, even the souls of the righteous were being held hostage by death. Jesus came that through death he might destroy him that had the empire of death, that is, the devil, and deliver those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to slavery.[78]


  God’s plan includes a first resurrection. Those who are selected (and this includes all the sons that “Rachel”[79] is mourning) shall live and reign with Christ the thousand years (that Satan shall be bound in the bottomless pit).[80] In prophetic Scripture, the land of the enemy is the land of the shadow of death. When Jesus died and descended into the lower parts of the earth (into Sheol or Hades), he led captivity captive and ascended on high with those who belong to him.[81]


  Since that time, for the righteous, to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.[82] At the proper time, known only to God the Father, the Lord Jesus will return and bring all his saints with him in resurrection.[83] This is when the work of Rachel will be rewarded. This is when the sons shall come again to their own border.[84]


  Matthew 2


  19 But when Herod was dead, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared in dreams to Joseph in Egypt,


  20 saying, Arise and take the young child and his mother and go into the land of Israel, for they are dead who sought the death of the young child.


  When the Scripture states that they (plural) are dead who sought the death of the young child, this indicates that Herod was not alone in seeking to kill Jesus. This is the fourth recorded instance of the angel of the Lord appearing in dreams to Joseph to give him precise revelation and instructions. Joseph went into action immediately, and Mary once again followed his lead without hesitation. What a magnificent and faithful couple chosen by God to nurture and care for his Son. Both were of the house of David, and the vast majority of their ancestors were mighty men and women of faith. What a heritage! What a future!


  When God chose to become a man, he entered this fallen world, which is controlled by Satan, as a helpless little baby. The young child’s safety depended on Joseph and Mary’s willingness to hear and obey God. Our children’s safety today (physical and spiritual) also depends on our willingness to hear and obey God.


  21 And he arose and took the young child and his mother and came into the land of Israel.


  22 But when he heard that Archelaus[85] reigned in Judaea in the place of his father Herod,[86] he was afraid to go there; notwithstanding, being warned by divine revelation in dreams, he withdrew into the parts of Galilee,


  23 and he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled, which was spoken by the prophets, that he shall be called a Nazarene.


  Here are some of the last words of Israel (Jacob[87]) as he prophesied over his son Joseph prior to his passing:


  The blessings of thy father were greater than the blessings of my progenitors; unto the borders of the eternal hills they shall be upon the head of Joseph and on the crown of the Nazarite of his brethren. (Genesis 49:26)


  The blessings of Joseph’s father, Israel, were greater than the blessings of his progenitors because he was bestowed with the name (nature) of Israel, and this is messianic. In the prophetic language of Scripture, “hills” have to do with places of worship. The borders of the eternal hills are wherever God is worshipped in Spirit and in truth.[88] The head of “Joseph,”[89] who represents a special people of God, is really the Messiah. The crown of the Nazarite of his brethren is also messianic. The Nazarite, of course, refers to Jesus of Nazareth, and his “crown” refers to us, his bride.[90]


  The Lord desires for us to live the Word that comes out of his mouth. This is what Joseph did even amid the tragic trials and tribulations generated by King Herod and his accomplices. God desires for our obedience to bring praise and glory to his name in the sight of the Gentiles amid the fallen world that surrounds us.


  Let us pray:


  Dear Lord, may your Word be fulfilled in us, bearing praise and honor and glory for your kingdom. Amen.


  


  

    

      67	Matthew 7:14


    


    

      68	Matthew 7:13


    


    

      69	As we draw closer and closer to the second coming of our Lord Jesus, how many wise men and women are aware of the prophetic signs of our times?


    


    

      70	Here is the original quote: But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be Lord in Israel; and his goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of the ages (Micah 5:2). The chief priests and scribes likely quoted Micah from the Septuagint, and the translation leaves something to be desired. In fact, the context of the remaining verses from Micah chapter 5 (which will be completely fulfilled at the time of the second coming) undoubtedly contributed to the angst of King Herod and all Jerusalem.


    


    

      71	Genesis 1:16; Psalm 147:4


    


    

      72	Frankincense and myrrh occur seventeen times each in Scripture. This is the sixteenth use of the word frankincense and the fifteenth of myrrh in the Jubilee Bible translation. Gold is mentioned 484 times.


    


    

      73	Exodus 30:34–38


    


    

      74	Exodus 30:22–25


    


    

      75	Here is the quote: When Israel was a boy, I loved him and called my son out of Egypt (Hosea 11:1). On the surface, it seems that this chapter only applied to the children of Israel. Remember, however, that Israel — meaning “God prevails” or “he who prevails with God” — is a name of God that he applied to Jacob. Here in the NT this prophecy is applied directly to Jesus Christ.


    


    

      76	My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into diverse trials, knowing that the proving of your faith works patience, and the patience finishes the work, that ye may be perfect and entire, not lacking in anything. (James 1:2–4)


    


    

      77	Rama, or Ramah, means “high place.”


    


    

      78	Hebrews 2:14–15


    


    

      79	The historical Rachel died giving birth to Benjamin, Joseph’s younger brother, and was buried on the way to Bethlehem. She called him Benoni, meaning “son of my sorrow,” but his father called him Benjamin, “son of my right hand” (Genesis 35:18–19).


    


    

      80	Revelation 20:1–6


    


    

      81	Ephesians 4:8–10


    


    

      82	2 Corinthians 5:8


    


    

      83	Jude 1:14


    


    

      84	See Discerning the Day of the Lord: Convergence of End Time Prophecies in the Book of Isaiah, Russell Stendal, Ransom Press International, Hollywood, Florida.


    


    

      85	Archelaus means “prince of the people.”


    


    

      86	Herod means “heroic.” This name became a title passed on from father to son. Herod wanted all the honor and glory for himself; his obsession was also passed on to his son, triggering his demise (Acts 12:20–24).


    


    

      87	It is interesting to note that the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, was also named Jacob.


    


    

      88	John 4:23–24


    


    

      89	Joseph means “he shall add” or “(God) shall add.”


    


    

      90	The virtuous woman is a crown to her husband, but she that makes ashamed is as rottenness to his bones. (Proverbs 12:4, emphasis added)


      	And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness and all the kings thy glory; and thou shalt be given a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name. Thou shall also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. (Isaiah 62:2–3, emphasis added)


    


  




  


  Chapter Three


  Matthew 3


  Pleasing Submission


  1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea


  2 and saying, Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.


  In those days means in the days while Jesus and his natural family were living in Nazareth. This was when John the Baptist came on the scene, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea. There was a natural wilderness by the Jordan River, but it also appears that the land of Judaea had become a spiritual wilderness. This is why God sent John to preach repentance.


  3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, who said, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.[91]


  The context of this prophecy, as with many messianic prophecies, has to do with both the first and second comings of Jesus. John the Baptist was sent to prepare the way for Jesus, the King of Heaven, who would shortly begin a ministry on earth, leading up to his death and resurrection that would open the door for him to send the Comforter — the Holy Spirit. Now, on the eve of the second coming, preparation is also in order.


  Isaiah 40


  1 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.


  2 Speak ye according to the heart of Jerusalem and cry unto her that her time is now fulfilled that her iniquity is pardoned; for she has received of the LORD’S hand double for all her sins.


  Once again, much of what identifies itself as part of Israel or as part of Christendom has become a desert wilderness (devoid of the active presence of God and of his abundant blessing). Once again, God is holding out his outstretched hand with an olive branch. The consequences of sin and apostasy (individual and corporate) among the people of God have gone on long enough. Now is the time for everyone to repent and come clean and receive God’s comfort and pardon.


  3 The voice of him that cries in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.


  Wherever God’s people have become a desert, everything that God objects to must be removed or straightened out in preparation for him to come and move with power and might and authority in our midst.


  4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places made plain:


  “Valleys” relate to humility. It is the humble that shall be exalted. “Mountains” relate to kingdoms. “Hills” relate to places of worship. Many religious kingdoms and places of worship are given over to pride and arrogance. This shall be made low; and the crooked shall be made straight and the rough places made plain:


  5 And the glory of the LORD shall be manifested, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken it.


  Matthew 3


  4 And the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair and a leathern girdle about his loins, and his food was locusts and wild honey.


  John’s father, Zechariah, was an important priest. John was born into a priestly family and could have clothed himself with sumptuous priestly garments and ministered in the temple. Yet here he was in the wilderness, dressed in raiment of camel’s hair (the camel was an unclean animal[92]) with a leathern girdle about his loins (Elijah wore a leather girdle[93]). Locusts were among the few insects that the children of Israel were allowed to eat.[94] At the time, most people were scared to death of locusts, which could devastate their crops and cause a famine. But for John, the locusts were his lunch. Honey is representative of the Word of God, and John ate wild (unadulterated) honey.


  5 Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and all the region round about Jordan went out to him


  6 and were baptized of him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.


  Under the law of Moses, there were many ways a person could become contaminated or unclean, but the remedy was always the same and involved ceremonial washing. John dressed as a prophet, and his message and ministry was prophetic. However, his application of baptism into repentance picked up on the ceremonial washing conducted by the priests (and John was also, technically, a priest).


  7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who taught you to flee from the wrath to come.


  8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance


  9 and think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham as our father, for I say unto you that God is able to raise up children of Abraham of these stones.


  The ceremony of water baptism, even when conducted by such a devout man as John the Baptist, in and of itself could not save any hypocritical person, such as many of the Pharisees and Sadducees, from the wrath to come. In addition to the baptism, it would be absolutely necessary for them to bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance (their hearts and behavior must radically change).


  John added, And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham as our father (their genetic pedigree would do them no good if they continued in denial and hypocrisy, refusing to truly surrender to God). For I say unto you that God is able to raise up children of Abraham of these stones, John said. Abraham was a father of faith, and therefore, true children of Abraham are children of faith. Many publicans and sinners, even Roman soldiers[95] (all of whom the self-righteous Pharisees and Sadducees considered way beneath their dignity), were being baptized by John. I believe that they are who John is referring to as these stones.


  10 And now the axe is also laid unto the root of the trees; therefore, every tree which does not bring forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire.


  The law of Moses states that the tree of the field is man’s life.[96] The fate of all the inhabitants of Judaea and Jerusalem would soon depend on whether or not they were bringing forth good fruit (the fruit of righteousness). I believe that the entire world will soon be facing a similar situation.


  11 I indeed baptize you in water unto repentance, but he that comes after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; he shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire,


  12 whose fan is in his hand; and he will thoroughly purge his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the storehouse, but he will burn up the chaff with fire that shall never be quenched.


  A key to producing good fruit[97] is to be baptized in the Holy Spirit and fire by Jesus. The audience who heard John pronounce this wonderful prophecy included many of the Pharisees and Sadducees. God promised through the prophet Joel: I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.[98] This promise can apply to everyone.[99] The apostle Paul was inspired to write: For if ye live according to the flesh, ye shall die; but if through the Spirit ye mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.[100]


  The Jewish era (or age of the law) was ending. God would soon thoroughly purge his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the storehouse. The “wheat” represents those who are producing good fruit. The “storehouse” is our secure place of rest in Christ, but he will burn up the chaff with fire that shall never be quenched. The “chaff” are the ungodly.[101] The “fire that shall never be quenched” is eternal, irreversible judgment.


  We are living in a time when the era of the church is ending, and God is getting ready to once again thoroughly purge his threshing floor. It behooves all of us to remember that when the axe was laid unto the root of the trees circa AD 70, unmitigated disaster ensued for those who had rejected Jesus Christ and ignored the promise of the Holy Spirit. Let’s all make sure that something similar does not happen to any of us. Simon Peter admonishes all of us to give all the more diligence to make your calling and election sure.[102]


  13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to Jordan unto John to be baptized of him.


  14 But John resisted him much, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?


  15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now, for this it is expedient for us to fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered him.


  John desired to be baptized (immersed) into the Holy Spirit and fire by Jesus and, therefore, strongly resisted the idea of his baptizing Jesus in water. John preached the baptism of repentance for remission of sins,[103] and he knew that Jesus had not committed any sin. However, Jesus explained to John that, for this (for his baptism) it is expedient for us (for John and Jesus) to fulfill all righteousness (or all justice — and this has to do with our redemption). Water baptism is a symbol of death to sin and to the works of the flesh and of resurrection in the life of Christ. Jesus came to turn the symbol into reality. (The Jews had been practicing ceremonial washing in water for fifteen hundred years.) His death and resurrection would redeem us and open the way for him to administer the real baptism into the Holy Spirit and fire.


  16 And Jesus, after he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water; and, behold, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting upon him;


  17 and, behold, a voice from the heavens, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.


  When Jesus submitted to being baptized by John, this ratified his commitment to his Father that he was willing to die on the cross and fulfill all the legal requirements to redeem us. It was immediately after his baptism, as soon as he got out of the water of the Jordan River, that behold, the heavens were opened unto him. The heavens had been veiled off from fallen man ever since Adam and Eve were expelled from the garden and from the presence of God. Jesus began his ministry under open heavens (plural). As soon as this happened, Jesus saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting upon him and so did John.[104] They both witnessed this extremely important event. The Messiah (or Christ) means “the Anointed One.” The anointing of Jesus, the Messiah, with the Spirit of God took place, and, behold, a voice from the heavens, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.


  Here is a clear demonstration of interaction between the Father, the Son, and the Spirit of God as three separate persons all acting in unity upon the same scene. The Father publicly proclaimed his approval and contentment regarding his beloved Son, Jesus, out of the open heavens as the public ministry of Jesus Christ (the Messiah) commenced. It was customary among the Jews for the Father to give the inheritance to their sons at thirty years of age. Jesus was about thirty years old at the time of his baptism,[105] and the “inheritance” he received from his Father was the fullness of the Spirit of God.


  John the Baptist also said:


  For he whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for God does not give the Spirit by measure unto him. The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. He that believes in the Son has eternal life, and he that does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him. (John 3:34–36)


  Let us pray:


  Dear heavenly Father, we ask that you may reveal unto us how we may follow the example of our Lord Jesus Christ and minister for your honor and glory under open heavens. Amen.


  


  

    

      91	Isaiah 40:3


    


    

      92	Leviticus 11:4


    


    

      93	2 Kings 1:8


    


    

      94	Leviticus 11:20–23


    


    

      95	Luke 3:12–14


    


    

      96	Deuteronomy 20:19


    


    

      97	(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth), approving what is well pleasing unto the Lord. (Ephesians 5:9–10)


    


    

      98	Joel 2:28


    


    

      99	Eventually a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith, and some of the Pharisees believed (Acts 6:7; 15:5)


    


    

      100	Romans 8:13


    


    

      101	Psalm 1:4


    


    

      102	2 Peter 1:5–11


    


    

      103	Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3


    


    

      104	And as soon as he was come up out of the water, John saw the heavens opened and the Spirit like a dove descending and resting upon him; and there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my dear Son, in whom I delight. (Mark 1:10–11)


    


    

      105	Luke 3:23


    


  




  


  Chapter Four


  Matthew 4


  Binding the Strong Man


  On three occasions, Jesus referred to the devil as the prince of this world.[106] In the context of referring to Satan and to the casting out of demons, Jesus said, How can one enter into the strong man’s house and spoil his goods except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.[107] He also said, When an armed strong man keeps his palace, his goods are in peace; but when another stronger than he shall overcome him, he takes from him all his arms in which he trusted and divides his spoils.[108]


  In order to cast out devils and minister to the people of God who were enslaved under the wicked rulers of this world, it would first be necessary to bind the strong man.


  1 Then Jesus was led of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.


  Note that the context surrounding the face-to-face confrontation between Jesus and the devil is that Jesus was led of the Spirit. God was the one who picked the time and place for the encounter — not Satan — even though Satan may have considered this to be a golden opportunity to thwart God’s plans and purposes (which it turns out Satan and his cohorts did not even begin to understand[109]).


  2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterwards he was hungry.


  Moses fasted forty days and forty nights when he received the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai.[110] Elijah also fasted for forty days and forty nights on his journey to Mount Horeb (Sinai), also known as the mount of God.[111] I wonder where in the wilderness the Spirit led Jesus for forty days and forty nights. Fasting has to do with not feeding our own life in the flesh. This also has spiritual application.[112]


  3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou art the Son of God, command that these stones be made into bread.


  4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.[113]


  If you had the power and authority to do so, would there be anything morally wrong with turning some stones into bread? Maybe not. But the real problem with this is that the suggestion came from the devil — not from God — and Jesus came to exclusively do the will of his Father. Jesus responded by quoting Scripture, and not just any Scripture but the exact Scripture that the Father put in his mouth by the Spirit.


  5 Then the devil took him up into the holy city and set him on a pinnacle of the temple


  6 and said unto him, If thou art the Son of God, cast thyself down, for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee, and in their hands they shall bear thee up lest at any time thou dash thy feet against a stone.[114]


  7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.


  The devil is well aware of the Scriptures. He is able to quote (and misquote) many of them. However, he has no access or link to the hidden wisdom of God. The reply that Jesus gave him was phenomenal. The original quote from Deuteronomy 6:16 reads: Ye [plural] shall not tempt the LORD your God. Jesus changed it to: Thou [singular] shalt not tempt the Lord thy God and applied it directly to Satan! Jesus is the Lord. He is the author of the Scriptures.


  Then the devil decided to take another tack.


  8 Again, the devil took him up into an exceeding high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them


  9 and said unto him, All these things I will give thee if thou wilt fall down and worship me.


  The devil decided to go all in. He offered Jesus all of his earthly treasure in exchange for one thing: recognition. The devil may have thought that if Jesus, being God, had chosen to become a man, it must be because Jesus wanted all of the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them. However, Jesus came to announce and to build a kingdom that is not of this world.[115] The Greek word cosmos, translated as “world,” does not refer to planet Earth but rather to a system or way of governing things. Satan’s “world” is based on lies that lead
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