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Bits of Shade Book One

When the front door opened ‒ Virgil Beaux, also known in the swamps as King ‒ came out. He stood there watching everything for a moment then he came down the steps and strode over to Shay. “Colonel, what the hell is this all about?”

Shay could see Maudie standing inside the doorway and she was watching Bastian carefully. He understood her staying back, Bastian was a stranger but Shay trusted him and so would these people once they knew him. He looked at King and said, “Boomer called me the other day and asked me when I was coming back.” He shook his head and admitted, “At first, I didn’t know what the hell he was talking about. I was up in Montana at the time and I hadn’t seen him in weeks, but then he said I was supposed to be back two days ago. I came down here to find out for myself what was going on.”

King shook his head. “Son, you were here and we just took down a wanna be Bratva group a week ago.”

Shay shook his head. “No King, I was in Montana a week ago.”

King turned and looked in the doorway where Maudie still stood. At her slow nod, he turned back to Shay. “Well son, then you got troubles.”

“That’s why I’m here and I brought a friend with me to help us figure this out.” Shay exhaled.

The front door pushed open as Maudie came out and walked down the steps. She came to stand next to King and she stared at Bastian the whole time. She stared at him as if she could see inside his soul.

Bastian just stared back at her. He made no sudden moves as Clive and Harry lifted their shotguns... aimed at Bastian. 

“You be the dark holyman, ain’t ya?” Maudie asked him.

Bastian raised his hands up carefully. “I am just a man now but at one time I was called a holy man.” Slowly, he shook his head. “I’m not that man anymore.”

“Sha, I can see that.” Maudie nodded. She made a motion with her hand to Clive and Harry.

They both lowered their guns back to their laps. Then she looked at Shay. “I sense that this other man is nearby but I dreamed that you needed to meet him. I saw da pair of you standing face to face. It was like looking at a pair of bookends. He needs you as much as you need him. Ya both will face an insurmountable problem. One where you both will be needed to figure it out. ”

Shay shook his head. 

Maudie nodded. “You will meet dis other man and a long secret will be revealed ta both of you. But it will take both of you to solve the puzzle.”

“What puzzle?’ Shay frowned.

Maudie shrugged. “Sometimes I see the whole, other times I only see a small portion. I do know you will have to figure it out for yourselves.”

Shay growled softly then looked around at the whole group of them. “Any idea where I have to go to look for this guy?”

Maudie sighed. “I barely could see his camp but I did see a bank of red flowers and a pool of water.”

Reecie stepped outside just then and asked, “Red flowers? A pool of water?”

Sonny followed her outside. “You’ve seen such a place, cher?”

Reecie nodded. “Seen it once a long time ago. Was tracking a gator.”

“Tracking a gator?” Bastian asked. “Whatever for?”

Reecie shrugged. “Just because. I really didn’t have no reason. I saw him when I was younger and I wanted to see where he belonged. So I followed him. He took me on a long journey. He must have been on a Ro-Day. Took me two days to come back but dat gator sure took da long way home.”

Bastian stared at her. “Ro-Day? What the hell is that?”

Reecie smiled. “Ro-Day is a long walk, just wandering really. That damn gator walked for a day and half before he slid into that water. He came out the other side and that’s when I saw the nest he had. I laughed and then I turned around and left him to it. It only took me four hours to come home. When I told Walter about the trip, he nodded and told me that old gator was on a Ro-Day. Just enjoying one last trip before the eggs hatched. Went back there four days later and I found he was right. That old gator had a bunch of hatchlings when I saw him next time. He saw me across the pond but I never went any closer so he knew I was no threat to his family.”

Bastian shook his head. “Unfreakinbelievable”

Reecie shrugged. “Not really. Round here, we don’t disturb Mother Nature or the swamp. Circle of life brother. We don’t kill unless we’re hungry and we don’t kill just because we can.”

“Can you show us the way to the pond?” Shay asked her.

Reecie looked over at Sonny then over at Maudie.

The older woman gave her a nod. 

“I suppose I could, if Sonny and his brothers go along.”

“We’ll leave first thing in the morning,” Sonny agreed.

“Why not right now?” Bastian asked. “We got hours of daylight left.”

“Cuz we won’t have time to get there and get back before sundown,” Sonny explained. “You can’t be out in the swamp after sundown. We got night critters that hunt during the night hours, and believe me when I say you don’t want them to catch your scent.”

[image: image]

A few hours later, Shay was sitting on a swing on the huge veranda at Maudie’s plantation house, watching the sun go down over the swamp. He just couldn’t figure this whole thing out. How
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