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PREFACE

This “Angler’s Guide” to understanding the lifestyles and behavior of bass is a learning “tool” that should help us better understand the fish in their environment and the ways we may go about catching them. The information may be advanced in part, but for those fishermen eager to know more about the largemouth bass, it should be easily understood.

While much of the material within is factual information based on studies and research projects conducted by fishery biologists around the country, the reading is not technical, nor abstract. The information gleaned from researchers, professional guides and other experienced anglers is all related to fishing for bass. Knowing the ways of the fish under certain conditions or influences will help the angler be more productive.

This book explores the lifestyles of bass during the spring, when pre-spawn, spawn and post-spawn are individual stages uniquely affecting the fish and angler. It takes a close look at bass senses and how each relates to their motivation to strike at lures or live bait. It examines the feeding motivation and behavior and addresses the history and future of the Florida bass sub-species which has been introduced all across the southern half of the U.S. The effects of water chemistry upon the bass and highly productive techniques associated with the facts are also revealed within these covers.

The information in this source book should make for better anglers, regardless of where they live or their skill level. No other book examines the lifestyle and behavior of bass like this one. The productive concepts based on such are available only in “BASS FISHING FACTS.”
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

For more than 17 years, Larry Larsen has studied and written about all aspects of bass fishing. His previously published books in the Bass Series Library detail highly productive fish catching methods and special techniques. He believes in explaining to readers the latest and very best tactics to find and catch bass anywhere.

Larry Larsen enjoys bass fishing as much as he enjoys writing about it. His angling adventures and research on the black bass have been extensive. He has caught and released numerous bass between five and 12 pounds and has literally traveled the globe to fish for largemouth and the uncommon species of bass. He has fished lakes from Canada to Honduras and from Cuba to Hawaii. He has even explored the tannic-stained waters of Venezuela’s Lake Guri for peacock bass.

The author is a frequent contributor on bass subjects to Outdoor Life, Sports Afield, Fishing Facts, and Field & Stream. More than 900 of Larsen’s magazine articles have appeared in 50 major outdoor magazines, including Bassin’, Bassmaster, North American Fisherman, Bass Fishing, and Petersen’s Fishing. His award-winning photography has appeared on the covers of many national publications. Larsen is a member of the Outdoor Writers Association of America (OWAA), the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association (SEOPA), and the Florida Outdoor Writers Association (FOWA).


INTRODUCTION

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Lifestyles Of The Famous Bass

PRODUCTIVE BASS ANGLERS are those who can relate the facts of fishing to the current conditions. Their knowledge of the bass helps them to determine the activity level of the fish, its most likely location and the most effective bait and presentation. Wise anglers study the bass and its behavior under various conditions and then apply that information to the on-the-water experience.

“Bass Fishing Facts” has been written as a valuable source of information for the thinking fisherman. It is an angler’s guide to the lifestyle of the largemouth bass, as well as a reference to the lifestyle of the uncommon bass species: spotted, redeye, Suwannee, Guadalupe and shoal. The book details the “typical” behavior of bass as they live and feed - or don’t.

Understanding bass senses is the focus of the three initial chapters. Just how they respond to environmental factors through the sense of sight, hearing, smell and taste are explored. The senses are a basis for the effectiveness of their foraging, and Chapters 4 and 5 analyze the feeding motivators and the predator/prey positioning that occurs in their environment. Effective strike-triggering presentations, based on those findings, are revealed.

Significant influences upon the bass lifestyle, such as the spawning process, are presented in Chapters 6 through 8. How bass prepare a bed, drop their eggs, incubate them and leave their bed area as the fingerlings move shallower are detailed. The behavior before, during and after the spawn changes drastically, and the angler’s best opportunity to catch springtime bass may rest upon timing, lure and location choices during the trip.

The most productive anglers during the remainder of the year have developed an understanding of the effects and influence of water chemistry, as revealed in Chapter 9. Detection of the “cline” family may be the most valuable information for bass fishermen to locate active fish. “Flash” colors; how they work and when to use them are presented. Chapter 10 focuses on the lifestyles of specific bass species and sub-species. The uncommon bass are usually full of fight and fun that many anglers overlook.

The introduction results of the Florida bass species across the country, as discussed in Chapters 11 and 12, have given biologist and wise fishermen a strong interest in the fish. Anglers should be aware that the “new fish on their block” may have some unique characteristics and behavioral traits that should be known. Catching more of the transplanted Floridians could be very difficult without such knowledge!


CHAPTER 1

SENSE OF SIGHT

Food And Danger Detection

I WATCHED THE LARGE yellow butterfly as it “flitted” along the canal bulkhead 18 inches or so off the surface. I just happened to glance its way as it neared an old dock that emerged from the cement-walled shoreline. The water’s surface erupted and a three pound largemouth shot toward the flapping morsel.

The bass’ aim was off and it crashed back into its environment, no fuller for its experience. The happening, however, further reinforced my belief that largemouth have very good vision.

The presence of the air-born butterfly was not detected through the bass sense of smell, sound (lateral line), or taste. It was seen almost 1 1/2 feet above the canal’s surface and the bass had reacted quickly. It went for the flying bug and missed.

The accuracy was not a fault of the eyes but more of a miscalculation of where the moving forage would be as the bass propelled itself skyward. Also taking into account the refraction of light as it hits water and other optical engineering considerations, the butterfly was a tough target.

The sense of sight obviously is a primary influence on the behavior of the bass. Without vision, they would have a short lifespan. A lot of time and money has been spent trying to determine just how good is largemouth vision, whether they see in color and/or black and white, whether they see better at night or during the day, etc. Anglers and tackle companies, as well as fishery biologists, have a vested interest in finding out.

Many answers to those questions and others pertaining to the vision of the largemouth have “come to light” recently. Some mysteries of bass sight are yet to be proven; however, additional knowledge in the area is increasing. For the angler, that information may well be translated into a better catch.

Eyes play an important part in the day-to-day activities of all predator fish. In most situations and conditions, their sighting abilities are the dominant sense used for seeking and selecting food.

The largemouth’s eye receives, interprets and responds to light, as it detects movement, form, and color. Years of experiments, as well as some very recent research, has proven that!

The photo sensory cells in a fish’s retina are made up of cones (for color vision) and rods (for black, white and shades of gray vision). Because of their anatomy, fish’s eyes can receive five times more light than the human eye, allowing them to distinguish shapes, sizes, movements and color patterns the human eye can’t. Bass can do this under varying water clarity and light conditions!
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FIGURE 1 - Bass eyes have a fixed focus pupil which allows them to receive five times more light than human eyes. They do not possess eyelids to protect their eyes.
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Fishing may be slow during the first two hours of dark, since the largemouth’s eye converts to night vision slowly.

Bass do not possess a nictitating membrane or eyelid that allows them to
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