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Getting the most from this guide

This guide is designed to help you to develop your understanding and critical appreciation of the concepts and issues raised in Les choristes, as well as your language skills, fully preparing you for your Paper 2 exam. It will help you when you are studying the film for the first time and also during your revision.

A mix of French and English is used throughout the guide to ensure you learn key vocabulary and structures that you will need for your essay, while also allowing you to develop a deep understanding of the work.

The following features have been used throughout this guide to help build your language skills and focus your understanding of the film:
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Activity

A mix of activities is found throughout the book to test your knowledge of the work and to develop your vocabulary and grammar. Longer writing tasks will help prepare you for your exam.
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le délinquant young offender, delinquent
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Key vocabulary is highlighted and translated. Make sure you know these words so you can write an essay with accurate language and a wide range of vocabulary, which is essential to receive the top mark for AO3.
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TASK

Short tasks are included throughout the book to test your knowledge of the film. These require short written answers.
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GRADE BOOSTER

These top tips advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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Answers

Answers to every activity, task and critical skills question can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/mfl-study-guide-answers.
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Build critical skills

These offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging questions. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking and analysis to take you beyond what happens in the film to explore why the director has used particular techniques, and the effects they have on you. These analytical and critical skills are essential for success in AO4 in the exam.

[image: ]




[image: ]

Key quotation

These are highlighted as they may be useful supporting evidence in your essay.
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1 Synopsis

Released in 2004 and co-written by Christophe Barratier and Jean-Philippe Lopes-Curval, Les choristes is the story of Clément Mathieu, an unemployed teacher and ‘failed musician’, whose love for music touches and transforms many lives. We first see him as he arrives to take up a new appointment as a supervisor in Fond de l’Étang, a school for ‘difficult’ children, where he is to have a profound effect on the children, and especially on the young Pierre Morhange.

The story is narrated as a flashback: the first scene of the film features Pierre Morhange, adult, who we understand has had a prestigious career as a musician. He has returned from New York to France because his mother has passed away. After the funeral, Pierre Morhange is visited at his mother’s home by an old school friend, Pépinot, who brings with him a diary that belonged to the late Clément Mathieu. The diary takes them back to 1949 when both Pierre Morhange and Pépinot were boarders at Fond de l’Étang.

January 1949. Welcomed by the little Pépinot, an orphan, and by Père Maxence, the school’s caretaker, when Clément first arrives at Fond de l’Étang he is rather bewildered: the building is austere, Rachin, the headmaster, is a strict and unpleasant man, the school rules are merciless, the other teachers, Langlois and Chabert, are cold and indifferent and the children appear to be very unruly.

Clément Mathieu’s first lesson does not go very well, but using his sense of humour, he deals positively with the children’s taunts and manages to dissipate the negative atmosphere. Among the unruly children, we meet Pierre Morhange, whose reputation in the school precedes him.
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Key quotation

« Ils ne chantent pourtant pas très bien, mais ils chantent. »

Clément Mathieu
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Clément Mathieu comes up with an idea: he wants to start a choir as a way of engaging the boys’ interest, an idea that is not well received by Rachin. Clément Mathieu wants to give the boys hope and to share his passion for music with them. In his own words, he is a failed musician, but he is inspired by the boys and starts writing music again, which the boys practise every evening in the dormitory.

Clément Mathieu’s approach to education is in total contrast to that of the other teachers and Rachin. He treats the children with respect and shows them compassion, and in this hostile environment Clément Mathieu is a saviour for the boys.

Having been severely punished by Rachin, Pierre Morhange is not part of the choir, but one evening Clément Mathieu finds the boy singing in the empty classroom and is astonished and moved by the beauty of the boy’s angelic voice.

Slowly, Clément Mathieu’s music works a kind of miracle in the school. The boys seem happier, the other teachers become more humane and even Rachin seems to have been transformed by the magic of music. Pierre Morhange is now in the choir and Clément Mathieu is trying to ‘tame’ this distant and disaffected boy. However, Pierre resents the friendship that develops between Clément Mathieu and his mother, Violette, which hampers Clément Mathieu’s efforts to win Pierre over.

The arrival at the school of another deeply troubled and challenging teenager, Pascal Mondain, also threatens Clément Mathieu’s work with the choir and disrupts the newfound harmony in Fond de l’Étang. From the moment he arrives at Fond de l’Étang, Mondain rejects the authority imposed on him and bullies the other boys. When he is wrongly accused of theft by Rachin and expelled from Fond de l’Étang, the magic of Clément Mathieu’s music resumes.

Summer has come. The boys and their teachers have been metamorphosed and the school, now a happy place, is hosting a concert for its benefactor. Rachin seizes on the opportunity to win praise for his supposedly successful teaching methods. Finally, forgiven by Clément Mathieu, Pierre rejoins the choir and enraptures the audience with his solo performance.

Then one day, when Rachin is away from the school, Clément Mathieu and Père Maxence decide to take the children out to the forest for a treasure hunt. While they are out, the school burns down in a fire supposedly started by Mondain as an act of revenge for his maltreatment. Rachin blames Clément Mathieu for having disobeyed the rules and dismisses him. As Clément Mathieu leaves the school, the boys, having been banned from seeing him by Rachin, launch paper planes from an upper window with personal farewell messages. Despite being sad, Clément Mathieu leaves the place a happy man, knowing that he has touched and transformed the boys.

Back in the present in Violette Morhange’s home, with Pierre Morhange and Pépinot (adults), we learn what happened after Clément Mathieu’s departure from Fond de l’Étang. And what a happy ending it was for the little Pépinot!


[image: ]

TASK

Lisez ce résumé et identifiez quelques-uns des thèmes de ce film.
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2 Social and historical context

Les choristes is set in postwar France and the story spans several months, from January to summer 1949.

Les maisons de correction ou de rééducation
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Depuis les années 1830, la France multipliait la création de maisons d’enfermement pour punir les jeunes délinquants ou « enfants difficiles ». Ces institutions étaient souvent comparées à des bagnes pour enfants, compte tenu des conditions dans lesquelles les enfants étaient détenus.

La France comptait aussi des « maisons de redressement » qui avaient pour but de « redresser » moralement les jeunes délinquants. Ces maisons de redressement étaient donc plus strictes que les maisons de correction qui, elles, étaient des institutions pour punir.

La discipline y était extrêmement sévère et les pensionnaires subissaient un régime quasi-militaire. De 1870 jusqu’à la moitié du XXe siècle, ces institutions étaient souvent à la campagne et accueillaient de grands nombres de mineurs. Malheureusement, ces jeunes étaient souvent maltraités par leurs éducateurs sous la forme de privations, de travaux d’intérêt général, de châtiment corporel et d’isolement en cachot de longue durée. La violence existait aussi entre les pensionnaires : harcèlement moral, racket et bagarres étaient courants.
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le délinquant young offender, delinquent

le bagne labour camp

la maison de redressement reform school

redresser to rehabilitate

le/la pensionnaire boarder

subir to suffer

le châtiment corporel corporal punishment

l’isolement (m) en cachot solitary confinement

le harcèlement harassment

le racket threatening behaviour, usually for money

la bagarre fight
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TASK

1 Regardez le début du film
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La France d’après-guerre
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L’éducation dans les années 1940
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Une classe de l’époque
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La vie dans les années 40
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Contexte
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Activités
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1  Associez les définitions aux mots suivants :





	

    1  un orphelin

    2  une maison de correction

    3  une culotte courte

    4  la mode vestimentaire

    5  l’encrier

    6  le tableau noir

    7  les punitions

    8  le règlement intérieur



	

    a  un enfant qui a perdu ses parents

    b  un synonyme pour un short

    c  un petit pot avec de l’encre pour écrire

    d  une sanction quand on s’est mal comporté

    e  liste de règles d’un établissement

    f  la chose dans la classe où le professeur écrit

    g  un établissement pour les enfants difficiles

    h  la façon dont on s’habille








2  Complétez le texte avec les mots de l’encadré.
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3  Choisissez les quatre phrases qui sont correctes.




    1  Le film Les choristes se passe principalement à notre époque.

    2  Les choristes se déroule après la Seconde Guerre mondiale.

    3  M. Rachin incarne la discipline stricte de l’époque.

    4  Clément Mathieu va à l’encontre de la discipline de l’époque.

    5  À Fond de l’Étang, il n’y a que des orphelins.

    6  Les établissements comme Fond de l’Étang étaient rares à l’époque.

    7  Les établissements comme Fond de l’Étang avaient une discipline très stricte.

    8  Il n’y a aucune référence à la guerre dans le film.




4  Continuez les phrases en rendant le sens du contexte social. Il peut y avoir plusieurs solutions.




    1  Après la guerre, de nombreux enfants…

    2  Pendant les années qui ont suivi la guerre, la France a connu…

    3  Les restrictions économiques…

    4  L’éducation des années 40 était…

    5  Le châtiment corporel était…

    6  Vers les années 70, le système éducatif…

    7  À l’école, les matières de base…

    8  À l’école, la musique…




5  Répondez aux questions suivantes en français.




    1  Donnez deux détails de la vie dans un internat de l’époque du film.

    2  Donnez quelques détails qui montrent la sévérité de la discipline.

    3  Donnez deux détails qui dépeignent la salle de classe de l’époque.

    4  Donnez d’autres aspects de la vie dans les années 40 présents dans le film.
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Vocabulaire




































OEBPS/images/tp.gif
MODERN LANGUAGES STUDY GUIDES

FILM STUDY GUIDE FOR AS/A-LEVEL FRENCH

Les choristes

dir.
Christophe Barratier

Karine Harrington

HODDER
EDUCATION

AN HACHETTE UK COMPANY





OEBPS/images/rules.jpg





OEBPS/images/28-1.gif
Pierre Morhange adulte se rend & I'enterrement de sa mere. |

¥

[ Pierre commence la lecture du journal intime de Clément Mathieu. |

12

[ Retour en arriére : Janvier 1949, Clément Mathieu arrive a Fond de I'Etang. |

v

(M. Maxence montre les lieux & Clément Mathieu. |

12

M. Maxence est blessé par un piége posé par les enfants. |

¥

(M. Rachin rassemble tous les enfants pour trouver le coupable. |

¥

La premiére lecon de Clément Mathieu est mouvementée. |

¥

[ Les enfants volent la sacoche de Clément Mathieu. |

¥

[ Pierre Morhange est envoyé au cachot pour avoir manqué de respect 4 M. Rachin. |

v

(" La mére de Pierre vient Iui rendre visite a limproviste. |

v

Clément Mathieu commence sa chorale avec des auditions. |

Mondain arrive & Fond de |'Etang.

(" Mondain attaque Pierre Morhange et il est envoyé au cachot. ]

¥

[ Clément Mathieu surprend Pierre Morhange qui chante.

Deuxiéme visite de Violette Morhange.

La musique a des effets positifs sur tout I'internat.

Mondain sort du cachot et fugue.
Une somme d'argent est volée.
M. Rachin interdit la chorale.

[ Mondain attaque M. Rachin et les gendarmes viennent le chercher. |

¥

( Pierre apercoit sa mére avec Clément Mathieu et est mécontent. |

¥

 Violette Morhange donne rendez-vous a Clément Mathieu pour lui dire qu'elle a rencontré quelqu’un.

¥

[ Mme la comtesse vient écouter la chorale de Clément Mathieu et ce dernier pardonne Pierre. |

¥

('Corbin avoue avoir volé I'argent pour s'acheter une montgolfiére. |

v

[ Linternat prend feu et Clément est renvoyé. |

¥

[ Pépinot adulte nous apprend qu‘au départ de Clément Mathieu, celui-ci I'a emmené avec lui. |






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
MODERN LANGUAGES STUDY GUIDES
FILM STUDY GUIDE FOR AS/A-LEVEL FRENCH

-

Les choristes

dir.
Christophe Barratier >

 Build accurate and detailed knowledge of the work
N Master specialist vocabulary
¥ Develop your analytical response and critical skills

Karine Harrington

(7 HODDER

LEARN MORE





OEBPS/images/38-1.gif
le respect

la compassion

la justice

I'optimisme

[ hymnea
| I'humanité

les rapports entre
éléves et professeurs

la méchanceté la violence
le harcélement
les sanctions

la vengeance

I'amertume

THEMES

Toptimisme Tharmonie

T'autorité }—{ L'enseignement

la libération

le réle du
succes et échec | | professeur

le plaisir
les émotions






OEBPS/images/69-1.gif
memories
[ symbolic of 1
passage of time

realism

harmony

isolation

h
p—

Bright and
warm colours

effect of music on the characters

Elliptical
sequences

evolution of the characters | | feelings

time passing
pivotal scenes
essential moments





OEBPS/images/10-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/56-1.gif
Pierre Morhange,
enfant

Pierre Morhange, ‘ Viclette Morhange, l
adulte la mére

Pépinot Pierre Morhange
Mme Rachin, la femme
(pontce) de M. Rachin
PERSONNAGES

Les files de M. Rachin
[ Fond de rétang ‘ | Les autres personnages
M. Rachin, le
directeur
Clément Mathieu, le
nouveau suveillant
le Pére Maxence,
le gardien

‘ Mme la comtesse, I CEETN
Une des bienfaitrices | | professeur d'EPS

Les éléves et la chorale

Pascal Mondain

[ Les adultes

Langlois, e professeur
de maths

[ Mme marie |






OEBPS/images/11-1.gif
la reprise
économique
La période
dapres-guerre

Un grand nombre
diorphelins

LE CONTEXTE SOCIAL ET HISTORIQUE

Tes punitions
séveres
les
maltraitances
Les maisons
les enfants mineurs de correction
et difficiles
le
harcélement

L'éducation
de I'époque

une éducation
formelle

la séparation
filles/garcons





OEBPS/images/2-1.gif
MIX

Paper from
responsible sources

Eﬁg FSC™ C104740





