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all about  Bukayo 





	
			

			


full name:
Bukayo Moses Ayoyinka Temidayo Saka



birthday:
5 September 2001 



born:
London, UK



Position: Winger, wing back



Height:
1.78 metres



National Team: England 



Major Clubs:
Arsenal  



BUKAYO SAKA IS an ENGLAND AND  ARSENAL FOOTBALL SUPERSTAR. He is a skilful  winger, able to beat defenders using his pace,  flair and dribbling ability. He is a deadly 
crosser of the ball and a superb finisher. If Bukayo spots a gap in a defence, he’s likely to  strike a blazing shot.



Scored more goals for Arsenal  than any current squad member   √  
 
Estimated £100 million transfer value!   √
 
Famous for his humble and positive attitude   √
 
 




This book is all about Bukayo, his life, family and career. Read on to discover the matches, moments, managers and  setbacks that have helped to make him a great player. 






	
			

			


what makes  Bukayo so good?



Great imagination. Can pick out sudden passes or make a dynamic  run in attack.



Great balance to weave past defenders and keep the ball. 



Surprisingly tough tackler for a winger. 



Brilliant at feinting to go one way, then sprinting off in a different direction. 



Excellent at crossing the ball into the penalty area to create chances for teammates.



Superb dribbler who frequently keeps hold of the ball even in tight spaces. 



Terrific stamina. Bukayo can run and run for 90 minutes or more. 





	
			

			


Everyone loves Bukayo. In 2024, Arsenal legend Thierry Henry described him as his favourite player. WOW! 



Even fans of rival clubs rate the Arsenal attacker as one of the country’s most talented footballers.



England fans have 
twice voted him their 
men’s player of the season.



On the second occasion,  in September 2023, he  beat Jude Bellingham  into second and  Harry Kane into  third PLACE! 





	
			

			


West London Boy



CHAPTER



Back Garden Games



It’s a bright new day in 2006, and five-year-old  Bukayo Saka is almost ready to play . . .



Bukayo lived in Greenford, a suburb of West London that lies close to Wembley Stadium.




Adenike, Bukayo’s mum, left for work early for her job as an accountant in London. She and her husband, Yomi,  a businessman, moved from Nigeria  to England in the 1990s. 



Sometimes Bukayo had to make his own breakfast. But it was  all laid out for him . . .



Ooh, my favourite!  Hot dog, ketchup and  a hot cross bun!





	
			

			


He was always pestering his brother, Abayomi – two years older than  him – to play football. 




Urggh!  Got it!



Okay, little brother, give me a minute.



Abayomi! Abayomi!  Come on!



The pair would battle hard in their back garden. 




Their parents had bought two small goals, which the brothers placed apart and tried to rack up huge scores against each other in the garden.



Another goal for me!





	
			

			


Sorry,  Mr Kagitha.



What  the . . . ?



While Abayomi was bigger and stronger, Bukayo was nimble and learning how to move the ball quickly between his feet. 



No problem, lads!



Sometimes, Bukayo would send the ball whizzing over the garden fence. Fortunately, their neighbour Mr Kagitha liked the polite Saka boys and would return it. 



When Yomi came home, he would often play in goal. Bukayo now had two players to beat . . .



goAL!
YES!



. . . and occasionally he would succeed! 
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Whilst they all enjoyed their backyard battles, it was Bukayo who was most reluctant to stop. 




Nooo! Just  one more game. Please!



That’s enough. Time to eat.



However much they played, it was never enough.



NO BALL
GAMES



The family’s house was in a cul-de-sac with a patch of grass in front. When he was a little older, Bukayo was allowed  to play on this bigger pitch . . . 



. . . despite the sign!



Shoot!



Other kids would join in. Bukayo loved it!  
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London
Clubs 



Barnet



London is a hotbed of football. It was where a clutch of early football teams met in 1863, to draw up a pioneering set of laws (rules) of football. Those dozen clubs became the English Football Association. 



Wealdstone 



Chelsea



Queens Park Rangers



Brentford



Fulham



Today, there are hundreds of amateur and semi-pro clubs in London. Sixteen of these clubs play in England’s top four professional leagues.




AFC Wimbledon



Sutton  United
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West London, where Bukayo grew up, is well represented with Chelsea, QPR, Fulham and Brentford. In total, London teams have won the top league 21 times and the FA Cup on 42 occasions. 



Arsenal



Tottenham Hotspur



Leyton Orient 



West Ham  United



Charlton  Athletic



Millwall



So, when considering an academy or youth team  for Bukayo to try out,  the Saka family had 
plenty of choice. 



Bromley



Crystal Palace 
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 Bukayo’s
heroes I



Like many football-mad kids, Bukayo had players  he idolized. Two in particular stood out.
 
Thierry Henry
Legendary manager Arsène Wenger brought Henry from Monaco to Arsenal, where he converted him from an out-and-out winger to a deadly striker. Henry was fast and graceful and could slip by even the speediest defender with ease. His skill and accuracy when shooting were amazing. 



Thierry Henry 



born:  1977,  FRANCE



Caps: 123 



INTERNATIONAL Goals: 51



Clubs: Monaco, Arsenal,  Barcelona, Juventus,  New York Red Bulls
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Henry won the World Cup  and Euro 2000 with France  and won league championships in France, Spain and England.



He was voted France’s player of the year an incredible five times. Epic! 



Henry scored 228 goals  for Arsenal in total,  making him the club’s  all-time leading scorer,  43 goals ahead of  Ian Wright. 



He was the leading  scorer in the Premier League four times,  a record he shares with Mo Salah. Bukayo loved watching Henry on television. 



Fun Fact



Fun Fact



When Arsenal built their new stadium, they decorated it with bronze statues of three legends: manager Herbert Chapman (see p45), captain and defender Tony Adams and Thierry Henry! 
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Bukayo’s
heroes II



Cristiano Ronaldo 
Everyone forgets that Cristiano Ronaldo scored only five goals for his first club, Sporting Lisbon. He then went on to become the only player to score more than 100 goals at each of FOUR different clubs. 



Ronaldo was the leading scorer in the UEFA Champions League in seven different seasons!



Cristiano Ronaldo  



born:  1985,  PORTUGAL



He is the only  men’s footballer  to score in five  FIFA World Cups.



Caps: 226 



INTERNATIONAL Goals: 143



Clubs: Sporting Lisbon,  Manchester United, Real Madrid, Juventus, Al-Nassr
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