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      Dear Reader,

      I hope you enjoy this story! Reviews are a wonderful way for readers to connect with authors, and they also play a crucial role in helping us spread the word about our stories.

      Whether you absolutely loved the story or even liked it a little bit, a quick review on the platform where you purchased it would be incredibly helpful.

      Sharing your thoughts on social media can also make a big difference. What did you love the most about this story? Let your friends know.

      

      Warmly,

      K.L. Gilchrist
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        PSALM 6:2  (NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)
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      The Lord loves you. He sees you. He’ll take care of you.

      The nurse said that on your last day, as she slid a small white booklet into the plastic bag that held your discharge papers. The same nurse who changed your bandages and checked your vitals and took your temperature every night. You never said anything to her, but you opened your eyes one time when she lay her hand on your shoulder, praying.

      She brought peace to the room.

      Why didn’t you thank her for that?

      Because you were a broken mess, that’s why.

      After your parents helped you from the wheelchair into the back seat of your dad’s Cadillac, your mom tried to take the bag from you, but you pushed her hands away. Fine, fine, she mumbled.

      With your dad’s big sunglasses shielding your eyes from the light, you tore the bag open and pulled out that booklet, and it said Our Daily Bread. You flipped to the middle and tried to read, but your blurred vision made it hard to focus on the words. That scared you, and you dropped the bag to the floor but kept the booklet tight in your hands. You’d managed to see one line on the top of a page.

      Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

      You didn’t try to read more.

      You just tried to remember.
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      Tynisha and Skye and Princess visited that same afternoon. Princess couldn’t stop crying after she stepped in the front door, and your mom pushed her back outside to the porch. Tynisha patted your hand and told you Princess felt terrible because she didn’t give you a ride home after class that night, but you didn’t look all that bad, and she was sure your nose and that cut would heal—in time.

      Maya would never visit. She was probably celebrating.

      Happy something stopped you from messing with her boyfriend.
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      You remembered the sour-sweet smell of the alley, of course. And the weight of your dance bag in your hand. And the way the rain-washed avenue looked in front of you, with street light baptizing everything with a yellowish glow.

      You were almost there.

      And you would have made it if not for the footsteps and the rush of a body behind you. The shocking strike to your head.

      The fall.

      But your mom said you were lucky to get better each day, so you should be thankful and not dwell on the past. After all, you could still see and hear and move, and you didn’t lose any teeth. And your daddy, uncles, and cousins didn’t kill him.

      Him who?

      Who’s lucky?

      You.

      Only spent a week in the hospital before they discharged you, and you’ve been on the couch in your parent’s living room ever since. Breathing. Eating. Sleeping. No noise. Very little light. Your head wouldn’t heal unless you rested. But staying still meant no phone, no dance classes, no college or friends or anything. Dead but still breathing.

      They told you to rest.

      Said you were lucky.

      Lucky?
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