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INTRODUCTION

 

Who is the dark feminine? What is she? How can we come to know her? What can she teach us about the world, and more importantly, what can she teach us about ourselves? Why would one want to work with her? Can she be addressed safely? And, what about sex identification and gender? Are there different mysteries for men than there are for women? Are her teachings only open to one or the other? There are many more questions than these, but these are some of the initial ones to ponder as you open this book and begin your personal exploration into the dark feminine.

There is a lot that has already been written about the dark feminine in other places, and it is not my intention to say things here that have already been said elsewhere, and in greater depth than I can cover in this chapter. However, I am going to cover some basic concepts and provide some unique insights from a magical perspective that will help in the reading of this material. When focusing on a particular subject, it is wise to create context. In this case, this means sharing a little bit about myself so that you can see where I’m coming from and make adjustments wherever you deem appropriate. The first thing to share is that I am a heterosexual male, and this alone, is a very valuable detail to note because if you don’t share that same perspective, you may find that some things I share are not in line with your thoughts and paradigm. This is OK as; I don’t have a monopoly on the market of knowledge concerning the divine feminine. I am also a magician with thirty years of experience in the western tradition, so my perspective is going to be different than someone who is new to this material, or who is approaching this from a different spiritual tradition. 

First, let us focus on the divine from a western perspective. One of the broad teachings of divinity in the western tradition is that there are two parts to it, and it is wise to understand both, in order to increase one’s gnosis and wisdom. The first part is the one that we actively see in the world at large today, and that is the masculine side of divinity. Then, of course it becomes clear that the other side of divinity to be aware of is the feminine side. 

The masculine side is that which corresponds to the father, and all things masculine, and to men in general. Biology and science can help us understand this, as the divine masculine is the generative principle. It is the principle of the seed, of going forth and injecting. It is the side of masculinity that embraces the mentality of men, in all forms, and thus we find the triplicity of ‘the warrior, the father, and the sage,’ active, in counterbalance to ‘the maiden, mother, and crone’ dimensions of the divine feminine.

Following the thoughts of Robert Graves, this is the ‘positive’ side of the equation. The positive being equated with generation, specifically the generation of life, in line with the positive terminal of a battery. 

However, the feminine divine is in stark contrast to this, as she is the womb in which all things gestate. She is the principle of reception and incubation. It is through her warmth and receptive nature that the initial seed from the divine masculine is nurtured and comes into being. Basic science reminds us that in context of us as a species, life cannot exist without the interaction of the two. The divine goddess is the egg, and the womb, and all things related to carrying the male principle into being, even though, to the female it is a painful birth. This is the energy of the implosion as opposed to the explosion of the divine male. It is in her womb that we are allowed to develop just enough to be able to handle the external environment, in which we will soon find ourselves. 

Additionally, each side of divinity has a light and a dark to it, and it is here that we find ourselves when understanding the divine dark feminine. 

We live in a polarity-based reality. As scientific law teaches us if something exists, so must it’s opposite. You can’t have light without dark. You can’t have up without down, and you can’t have without if you don’t have within. The light feminine is that which is the straight up, almost stereotypical role of the mother as seen throughout our species. This is the compassionate mother, the educator of emotions, the one that shares unconditional love for her offspring. She is calm, and when necessary, she is the one that shows us tenderness. It is she that teaches us the finer arts, and it is through her we are introduced to women and womanhood.

In stark contrast, the dark feminine is the cold, sterile mother who practices tough love instead of tenderness or compassionate love. She is the sterile woman that cannot bear children and has a chip on her should because of it. She is the woman that is barren, adopting children as her own in order to care for them as they need. This is the woman that we seek to address, not only in this chapter, but in the subsequent book. Is she the sterile mother, petty about the fact that she cannot bear children? Or is she the one that takes them in, and nurtures them, so that they can grow? In truth, she is both of these, and so much more.

Who is the divine mother to you? While this may seem innocuous, it is a really important question to answer, because how you perceive the divine feminine, is most likely how she will manifest to you when you begin working with her. An important magical axiom to keep in mind when learning about her and experiencing her is that a concept cannot take root in your mind or your energetic body, until it has been introduced to the same. 

While this is similar to the karmic law of attraction, it is more than that. It is a warning to the wise to be careful what you introduce into your rituals and workings, because when you introduce anything to your sacred space, you also invite it to share some of your energy. It is always important to keep tight control over what you allow into your personal space. 

This is important when working with the dark divine feminine because you may have an understanding of her when you start reading this, but that understanding may well change during the course of reading this book and working with the material written within it. 

As we add more information into our mind, we invite her into our space in a much more intimate, creative, and tangible way. Be ready for her arrival as you start this work, for she will arrive however she sees fit, and a lot of what she shares will be dependent upon where you are at in your spiritual development. She may challenge conventions and push boundaries, but she will do so in a way that will prepare you for the pearls of wisdom that will fall like milk from her breast. 

She is the infertile mother. Her barren womb carries no life, and neither is she compassionate towards those that abuse life, for she sees how precious it is. She is the ice queen. It is through her heartless actions that we come to know tough love. It is through her starvation of affection that we come to appreciate the affection we have in our lives and understand those that have never experienced affection. In this way, she serves as a reminder that compassion is not found everywhere, and that nature does not care about us on a personal level. She is a reminder that nature, the cosmos, and our individual lives are inherently and irrevocably flawed. After all, we are in a physical form, and therefore we have physical limits. Although her methods may be harsh, her lessons are beyond reproach. She is the mother of abortions, and abominations, and she is the embodiment of the moon. She is the mother and progenitor of witchcraft, teaching us that wisdom is also found where light cannot tread. It is through her nocturnal mysteries and sub rosa lessons that we come to understand that the light only reveals some secrets, whereas in the dark side of the moon there are secrets that have never known the light. She takes us along the hidden pathways of the astral plane as well as those within our mind. These are the pathways, which we may never have found through other means. Thus, she reveals the obscure, and to some, the obscene. 

There are many dark goddesses that can be found throughout the world’s various cultures and belief systems. She is the fury of the woman scorned, and the dark secret. She uses pain for growth and gnosis and doles out tough love in abundance. Her lessons will always have a purpose, and while she may be cruel to be kind, she is also fair and just. She pushes our boundaries through experience, introducing us to things we may not have experienced or desired before. However, it is all in the name of spiritual growth and evolution. 

She is the ice queen; she is the bitch. She is the tough love mother that others perceive as cold, yet at the same time she teaches self-reliance and justice. She teaches us witchcraft, black magick, and the nocturnal mysteries. She is the femdom, and she is the harlot. It is through her self-confidence that we learn to have confidence in ourselves. She pushes us outside of our comfort zones so that we can expand and enter into new states of consciousness and being. By showing us that which is hidden, she teaches us a newfound appreciation for the known mysteries and the mysteries of the light. It is through her callousness that our skin becomes thicker, and we become less sensitive to the cruelty of others. By trusting her, we are embracing the dark and the hidden, the lustful and the forbidden. Her fruit is the pomegranate, for like it, she comes from the underworld. In this way, she represents our subconscious desires, which
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