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      Time for Outrage

      
      Ninety-three years old. The last leg of my journey. The end is in sight. I’m lucky to be able to seize the time I have left
         to reflect on the events that laid the foundation for my lifelong commitment to politics: the Resistance, and the program
         devised sixty-six years ago by the National Council of the Resistance. For this, we owe a debt of gratitude to Jean Moulin,
         who rallied together the scattered forces that opposed the German occupation of France—resistance movements, political parties,
         trade unions—to unite them in their defense of France and their pledge of allegiance to its only true leader: General Charles
         de Gaulle. I had joined de Gaulle in London in March 1941. And it was there, on March 15, 1944, that I learned the council had drawn up and adopted a declaration of its policy, putting forward a set of
         values and principles upon which to ground our nation’s modern democracy once it was freed from occupation.1

      
      Today, more than ever, we need these principles and values. It is the duty of us all to ensure that our society remain one
         of which we are proud, not a society wary of immigrants and intent on their expulsion or a society that disputes the welfare
         state or a society in which the media are controlled by the wealthy. We would oppose such things were we the true heirs to
         the National Council of the Resistance.
      

      
      The year 1945 marked the end of a horrific tragedy. It also marked the beginning of an ambitious plan for the renewal of society,
         driven by the forces that made up the council. Let us not forget that this was when French Social Security came into being,
         just as the Resistance had stipulated in its program: “a far-reaching Social Security system, guaranteeing that no citizen
         would go without the basic means to survive should he or she be unable to work”; “a pension allowing workers to end their days in dignity.”
      

      
      Energy—electricity, gas, and coal—was nationalized. So were the major banks, for this was what the program advocated: “that
         the nation reclaim all major means of production thus far monopolized, the fruit of the workers’ labor; all sources of energy;
         the riches of our natural resources; the insurance companies and the largest banks”; “that a true democracy, both economic
         and social, be established, which implies the eradication of the economic and financial feudalism ruling our economy.” Common
         interest would prevail over individual interest, just as the fair sharing of proceeds between workers would override the power
         of money. The Resistance proposed “a rational reorganization of the economy that would ensure the subordination of individual
         interest to the common interest, a structure freed from the dictatorship of executives that is but a replica of the fascist
         state,” and the Provisional Government of the French Republic (1944–46) acted as a channel for these proposals.
      

      
      A true democracy requires and insists on freedom of the press; the Resistance understood this, and it made
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      About the Author
      

      
      Stéphane Hessel was born in Berlin in 1917 to Franz Hessel, a German-Jewish writer and translator; and Helen Grund, a painter,
         musician, and writer. The couple moved to Paris in 1924 with their two children, Ulrich (the elder) and Stéphane. Growing
         up in an artistic household, the boys came to know the Parisian avant-garde—the Dadaist painter Marcel Duchamp and the sculptor
         Alexander Calder, notably, were friends of the family. Stéphane was admitted to the École Normale Supérieure on rue d’Ulm
         in Paris in 1939, but his studies were interrupted by the war. Naturalized as a French citizen since 1937, he was drafted
         into the French Army and fought in the Phoney War. He left France upon learning that Maréchal Philippe Pétain was yielding the country’s sovereignty, and subsequently joined
         General de Gaulle’s Free French Forces in London in March 1941.
      

      
      In this period, Hessel worked at the Central Bureau of Intelligence and Operations, commonly referred to as the BCRA. In late
         March 1944, he was dispatched to France, where he landed clandestinely and commenced operations under the code name Greco.
         His mission was to establish communication with the various Resistance movements in Paris, and to find new locations from
         which to broadcast information to London in preparation for the Allied invasion. On July 10, 1944, he was betrayed to the
         Gestapo and captured in Paris. He wrote in his memoirs Dance with the Century, published in 1997, that there should be “no prosecution against those who speak under torture.” Hessel himself was interrogated
         and tortured—by waterboarding, in particular—but his command of the German language disconcerted his torturers. On August
         8, 1944, mere days before the Liberation of Paris, he was sent to the Buchenwald concentration camp in Germany, where he was sentenced to death by hanging. On the eve of his
         execution, he managed to exchange his identity with that of a Frenchman who had died of typhus in the camp. And under his
         new name, Michel Boitel—a miller by profession—he was transferred to the Rottleberode camp, near the factory where Germany
         produced the undercarriage for the Junkers Ju 52 airplane. Luckily (in another testament to Hessel’s unfaltering good fortune)
         he was placed in the accounting department.
      

      
      He tried unsuccessfully to escape and was transferred to the Dora camp, where the V-1 and V-2 flying bombs—the missiles with
         which the Nazis still hoped to win the war—were manufactured. He was assigned to the disciplinary company and escaped again,
         this time successfully, as the troops of the Allied forces were approaching Dora. And at long last he returned to Paris, where
         he reunited with his wife, Vitia, the mother of his two sons and daughter.
      

      
      “I had reclaimed my life, and was intent on living an engaged existence,” he wrote in his memoirs, describing this period.
      

      
      In 1946, he was admitted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and became a diplomat. His first appointment was at the United
         Nations, where Henri Laugier, assistant secretary-general of the United Nations and secretary of the United Nations Commission
         on Human Rights, asked Hessel to serve as his chief of staff. It was in this position that Hessel joined the committee in
         charge of drafting what became the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Among the twelve members of the committee, six played
         a crucial role. Eleanor Roosevelt, widow of President Roosevelt, a feminist and a lifelong human-rights advocate, chaired
         the committee. Dr. Peng Chung Chang (from Kuomintang China), vice chairman of the committee, said that the declaration should
         reflect not only Western but also Eastern ideas. Charles Habib Malik (Lebanon), committee rapporteur, is often characterized,
         along with Eleanor Roosevelt, as the driving force for the declaration’s adoption. René Cassin (France), a jurist and a diplomat, was president of the French National Consultative Commission
         on Human Rights. He drafted several articles of the declaration, and his response to the fear expressed by some states (France
         included) that the declaration might imperil their colonial sovereignty was remarkable. Cassin was ambitious, undeterred,
         and in favor of interventionism. John Peters Humphrey (Canada), a lawyer and a diplomat, was a close collaborator of Laugier’s.
         He wrote the first four-hundred-page draft of the declaration. And finally, there was Stéphane Hessel, diplomat and Laugier’s
         chief of staff, the youngest of all the members. The spirit of the Resistance clearly ruled over the committee.
      

      
      The declaration was adopted by the United Nations on December 10, 1948, at the Palais de Chaillot in Paris. In the years that
         followed, the United Nations saw a flood of new officers seeking lucrative positions. This shift marginalized those who, as
         Hessel recalls in his memoirs, “strived to impose their ideals.” Hessel left the United Nations and was appointed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a representative of France
         in a number of international institutions—thus giving him the chance to return to New York and the United Nations for a brief
         period of time. He actively supported Algeria’s independence during the Algerian War. And in 1977, thanks in part to Secretary-General
         of the Elysée Claude Brossolette (the son of Pierre Brossolette, who had been the director of the BCRA) Hessel was offered
         the position of French ambassador at the United Nations in Geneva by President Valéry Giscard d’Estaing.
      

      
      Hessel was characteristically upfront about this: of all the French politicians, it was with Pierre Mendès-France that Hessel
         felt the greatest affinity. They had met in London at the time of the Free French Forces, and again in New York in 1946 at
         the United Nations, where Mendès-France represented their country in the Economic and Social Council. As he would later write,
         Hessel owed the consecration of his career as a diplomat to the “deep metamorphosis France underwent when François Mitterrand became president” in 1981. “Under Mitterrand, I went from being a functional diplomat,
         rather narrowly specialized in multilateral cooperation, to a French ambassador.” Hessel later joined the Socialist Party.
      

      
      “Why? I wonder. My immediate answer is: the shock of 1995. I would have never thought the French population could be so reckless
         as to elect Jacques Chirac president.” Hessel and his new wife, who at this time held diplomatic passports, visited the Gaza
         Strip in 2008 and 2009. He attested to the painful struggle of Gaza’s inhabitants. And around that time, he declared the following:
         “I have always sided with the dissidents.”
      

      
      This is, indeed, the very same man who speaks here at age ninety-three.

      
      SC
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