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Gems from Jeremiah
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  JEREMIAH’S CALL

  
  




Jeremiah served God at a very dark time in the history of Judah; it could hardly have been darker. The ten tribes of Israel had already been taken captive, but that desolate land to the north of them did not seem to have a voice for Judah. They still pursued their evil ways despite all God’s warnings. The little nation God loved so dearly was running headlong into destruction and disaster. All kinds of evil were rife among the people. Idolatrous rites were practised on every high hill and under every green tree (Jeremiah 2:20), God said. The country was full of temples erected for the worship of Baal. The poor were plundered, murder and adultery were the order of the day.




Amazingly it was in Jerusalem where God had His Temple that the evil was at its worst. In fact, His Temple became the headquarters of Baal worship. Its courts were desecrated by the images of heathen gods. “The Temple of the LORD, the Temple of the LORD”, they cried, and yet within sight of that Temple the most abominable evils were taking place (Jeremiah 7:4,30).




The days were hard when Jeremiah was called to serve. God told him even when He appointed him to His service that the people would not listen to his message. Their hearts were stubbornly set to go their own way and God knew it, but before His judgement fell He must warn them again of the consequences of their sin. So once again God spoke to them, and whenever He speaks He looks for a man to be His mouthpiece, and the man this time was Jeremiah.




Jeremiah prophesied through the reigns of five kings, although only three are mentioned in the opening verses of his book, for the other two reigned for only three months each. Although the majority of the nation had turned away from God there were still some who feared the Lord, and Jeremiah belonged to such a family. His father was Hilkiah, who may well have been the high priest who discovered the book of the law in the house of God in the reign of Josiah. A comparison of Jeremiah 32:7 with 2 Chronicles 34:22 suggests that Shallum, the husband of Huldah the prophetess, may have been Jeremiah’s uncle. So he was brought up in godly surroundings among people who feared the Lord. He must surely have felt the influence of their lives, and early in his own life he set his heart to serve the Lord. When God is looking for a man to speak His word He looks for one who has become familiar with His voice in the secret place, and I am sure that Jeremiah was such a man. He was young, perhaps in his late teens or early twenties, when the word of God came to him, and this is how he spoke about his experience:




“The word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations”. ‘Ah, Sovereign LORD”, I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child” (Jeremiah 1:4-6 NIV).




What a tremendous word to come to a young man. His response shows the deep impact that it had upon him. He was overwhelmed by the solemnity of it. “Ah Sovereign LORD”, he said, “I do not know how to speak.” He did not say, “I will not speak”, but “I do not know how to speak”. It was a cry of weakness rather than unwillingness. Indeed even as he protested, he declared his willingness by the very title he used in speaking to God. The Sovereign Jehovah, the mighty God, the eternal Jehovah was his supreme Lord, and Jeremiah had already learned that there was no arguing with Him. He felt utterly unable for the task - overwhelmed by the awesomeness of it - but he was not refusing to obey. God loves men like that: men who feel their deep weakness, but are willing to put their trust in Him. God said a very lovely thing to Jeremiah: “Do not say, “I am only a child”. You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you (Jeremiah 1:7 NIV).




So his strength for the task lay in the fact that God was sending him, and His enabling in the divine command. That statement contained words which have been a source of strength and encouragement to servants of God in all ages, “Do not be afraid … for I am with you”. These are tremendous words, so simple and yet so profound. I am, the divine title, the ever present Jehovah, and you. I am with you. “Lo, I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20) said our risen Master before He took His leave of His apostles. Down through the centuries God’s servants have clung to those words at times when everything else seemed to be falling around them, and pinning their faith on them they have gone forward against fearful odds.
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  MY WORDS IN YOUR MOUTH

  
  




Shortly before the Second World War a Bible distributor visited a small town in Poland and gave a Bible to a man who was converted through reading it. Bibles were in short supply, so the new believer passed it on to others with the same glorious effect that they were also drawn to Christ. That process continued until that one Bible had been used in the conversion of two hundred persons.




What a power there is in the Word of God! It “is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword” (Hebrews 4:12). Jeremiah found that to be so, and he was called to a lifetime of speaking God’s Word. When God first called him he protested for he felt completely unable for the task. “I cannot speak,” he said, “for I am a child” (Jeremiah 1:6). God’s answer was to put forth His hand and touch Jeremiah’s mouth. “Behold, I have put My words in thy mouth”, said God (Jeremiah 1:9). Ah, that is the answer, not only for Jeremiah, but for all who are called upon to speak God’s Word. May God save us from the error of speaking our own words and teach us to wait on Him in the secret place until we feel His touch, and He puts His words in our mouths. This is so important, for we are living in a world which is hungry for the authoritative preaching of the Word of God.




Let us consider what God said to Jeremiah about His Word, and how Jeremiah viewed his task of speaking that Word to His people: “See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to pluck up and to break down, and to destroy and to overthrow; to build, and to plant (Jeremiah 1:10). That is what God said to him. He was called to a work which would affect not only his own country of Judah, but many of the surrounding great nations. The only instrument Jeremiah would use in this work would he the living Word of God. “Thus saith the LORD” was his message, and those words were constantly on his lips. It was necessary therefore that Jeremiah should have great confidence in God’s Word; so the first thing that happened after his appointment was that God asked him what he saw. “I see a rod of an almond tree” he said (Jeremiah 1:11). 




The almond tree was the symbol of springtime, for it was the first of the trees to blossom; in fact, it was covered with blossom before its leaves appeared. Translated literally it might have been called ‘the awake tree’, and the conversation between God and Jeremiah might he paraphrased as follows: “What do you see, Jeremiah? ‘I see the rod of an almond tree’, he said. You see correctly God said, for I awake to My Word, I am watching to see that My word is fulfilled. Men may despise it, they may refuse to receive it from you, but always remember I am watching over it.”




What a comfort that must have been to Jeremiah in the long and difficult years ahead. And what a comfort it is to us also, who are called to work with God’s Word today. God says: “For as the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, and giveth seed to the sower and bread to the eater; so shall My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sow it” (Isaiah 55:10,11).




There were times when the going was so hard that Jeremiah was tempted to give up. He said: “I am become a laughingstock all the day, every one mocketh me the word of the LORD is made a reproach unto me, and a derision, all the day (Jeremiah 20:7,8). Life must have been tough for him, for not only were the people opposed to receiving God’s Word, but they were actively against God’s servant. Persecution and imprisonment became his way of life, and all because he faithfully spoke God’s Word. But he could not give it up: “If I say, I will not make mention of Him, nor speak any more in His Name, then there is in mine heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am’ weary with forbearing, and cannot contain” (Jeremiah 20:9). Many a preacher has had that experience; the word of the Lord burning in his heart like a fire. “Is not My Word like as fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces? (Jeremiah 23:29).




Reader, have you felt the power of the Word of God in your life? Have you felt it hammering away at your heart until you have been forced to face up to what God is saying to you. That is the way God brings blessing into our lives. God told Jeremiah the Word of God through him would be for breaking down and building up, and so it will be in our lives, breaking down the things that are wrong and building up what is right and true and for the glory of God. Let us have hearts to do what God says to us in His Word, and not be a hearer that forgets, but a doer that works, and we shall be blessed in the doing (James 1:25). Then, as we are obedient to the Word ourselves, let us speak it out to others. Let the preachers give themselves to their preaching. The exhortation that Paul gave to Timothy was: “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage - with great patience and careful instruction” (2 Timothy 4:2 NIV).




We are not all called to the public platform, but we are all responsible to speak God’s Word at every opportunity that comes our way. “He that hath My Word, let him speak My Word faithfully” (Jeremiah 23:28). Jeremiah has shown us the way; let us follow his example.
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  FIRST LOVE

  
  




God called Jeremiah to be a prophet in the thirteenth year of the reign of king Josiah, who was quite a remarkable king. When he was sixteen years of age he began to seek God, and when he was twenty he campaigned against idolatry in his land (2 Chronicles 34:1-3).


A few years later the book of the law was found in God’s house, and the reading of it so affected the king that his reforms became even more thorough (2 Chronicles 34:14,19). There was no doubt about his sincerity, but unfortunately it was not shared by his people. God said about them, “Judah hath not returned unto Me with her whole heart, but feignedly” (Jeremiah 3:10). There was change because Josiah insisted upon it, but it was not a change of heart and that was why Jeremiah’s task was so difficult.


But if the people were not speaking from their hearts, God certainly was, judging by some of the things He said through Jeremiah in the second chapter of his prophecy. Of the many questions that God asked perhaps the most striking is found in verse 5: “What unrighteousness have your fathers found in Me, that they are gone far from Me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain?”


It is remarkable that God should ask such a question. Of course it was calculated to bring them to the point where they acknowledged that there was no fault in God and never could be; then it would only be a tiny step for them to take to realize that the fault must be in them, but they never got that far. Patiently God pleaded with them - oh, how much He loved them - and looking back to the early days of their love for Him He said: “I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals; how thou wentest after Me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown” (v.2).


How like the Lord that was, to give credit where it was due. He never forgot Israel’s first love. They did not follow for what they got out of it. All around them was a barren land, and the going was hard. Obviously it was love for the Lord that drew them. That was true love, that follows out of regard for the Person rather than anything He gives. God took note of that and never forgot it.


The Lord Jesus put a searching question to Peter when He said, “Simon, son of John, lovest thou Me?” It drew from Peter’s heart the confession, “Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love Thee” (John 21:15). First love is a very precious thing. First love produces first works, but first love can fade. The heart can grow cold. That is what happened in Ephesus, and the Lord was caused to say: “But I have this against thee, that thou didst leave thy first love (Revelation 2:4).


The Lord remembers first love and first works
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