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        “... come prepared!”

        The Incredible Melting Man (1977)

      

        

      

      
        
        
        “To avoid fainting, keep repeating:  It’s only a movie… only a movie… ”

        The Last House on the Left (1972)

      

        

      

      I’ve been asked on more than one occasion why I love this thing called HORROR.  Why do I enjoy dabbling in doom and gloom and death and violence -- the kind of stuff most folks prefer not to think about?

      Usually when such a query is posed it’s one loaded with condescension.  But that’s okay.  After all these years, I’m used to it.  And I’m not ashamed of my beloved genre.  I’m sure the same is true for you, considering you bought a copy of this book (thanks, by the way!).  Safe to say I’m preaching to the proverbial choir here, but allow me to tell you why I dig this stuff, the best way I know how.  In the process, maybe you’ll understand why someone would take it upon himself to painstakingly compile a list of one-thousand-and-one horror movie trivia questions for your entertainment.

      Here goes nothing...

      Nearly everyone I know likes horror movies1, but few people are as obsessed with the genre as yours truly.  Most of my fellow horror freaks with whom I associate on a regular basis I have befriended on social media through the years.  I might get the opportunity to knock back a beer with some of them at various horror conventions, but that doesn’t happen as often as I would like.  As for “the real world,” I could count on one hand the number of local people I know who love this stuff as much as I do, and I would have several tattooed fingers left over.

      So... does this mean there is something wrong with me and my fellow horror buffs?

      Nope.  Just because I dig this stuff -- just because I wear Night of the Living Dead, Re-Animator, and Universal Monster T-shirts as part of my everyday attire – doesn’t make me some slavering, axe-murdering necrophiliac.

      I’ve never used an axe to kill anyone, thank you very much.  Too messy.

      Seriously, though, this whole thing started with my father...

      When I was four years old (!), my dad took me to see The Incredible Melting Man during its original theatrical run.  This would have been around Christmas Eve, circa 1977. I have only seen that movie once since then, and calling it B-movie trash would be kind2.  However, at the same time it’s hard for me not to rank The Incredible Melting Man as the greatest movie ever made.   Chalk it up to sentimental value.  I can vaguely remember covering my eyes, terrified to see what nightmare creature lurked up there on the big screen, but at the same time peeping through a little, horrified at the thought of missing one second of the carnage.  My mouth hung open as I watched the film’s titular antagonist wreak havoc, his crimson skin leaking through his filthy yellow bandages and dripping onto the floor beneath him as he melted down to nothing like some grotesque, human-shaped candle.  I trembled in my seat, knew that dripping fiend would get me when I went to bed that night and I would soon start to melt as well.  Yet I could not turn away.

      One has to wonder why my father thought it was a good idea to take a toddler to see something like The Incredible Melting Man.  Earlier that same year our family had seen Star Wars for the first time, in the same theater where that wax-fleshed fiend simultaneously terrified/enthralled me, but I can’t imagine anyone would suggest that a call to Child Protective Services was in order for introducing a kid to the adventures of Han, Luke, and Leia.  As for ‘Melting Man?  Dad’s decision was probably ill-advised, at best.

      And yet I will always be grateful for what he did that day.  Because he started something so damn cool.

      With each new book I publish3... for the shivers that run down my spine when I read a particularly creepy scene in Bentley Little’s latest novel... every time goosebumps stipple my forearms during those last few nerve-wracking minutes of Ringu, or when I feel my heart skip a beat as Leatherface slams that warped metal door in The Texas Chainsaw Massacre ... I subconsciously thank my father, God rest his soul.  He ignited a fire that has burned for almost fifty years.

      But it doesn’t end there.  Oh, no... my parents were repeat offenders!  A year or so after ‘Melting Man, my mother and father took a trip to the drive-in4 to see John Carpenter’s original Halloween.  The only thing I can recall about this unconventional family outing is the scene in which Michael Myers busts through the closet doors, trying to get to Jamie Leigh Curtis as she cowers beneath a chorus of clacking clothes-hangers.  I pleaded with my parents to take me home.  My mom tried to reassure me that it was only a movie, promised it was almost over.  I heard her say something to my dad about how we should probably call it a night... but I immediately popped up from the backseat of our Chevy Nova, insisting, “No! I don’t wanna go! I wanna see the rest of the movie!”

      Because I loved every second of it.  After making it that far, my parents would have to drag me home.  I had to know:  Would the babysitter best the Captain Kirk-masked killer, or would she end up like her friends?!

      Obviously, Jamie Leigh lived to fight the Shape another day (and a plethora of shitty sequels and reboots, which are still being made as I type this).  Likewise, I survived the trauma of watching John Carpenter’s masterpiece at an age when most kids were subjected to nothing scarier than math lessons from the Count on Sesame Street.

      Numerous similar incidents fueled my obsession with this genre, watering the seed that was planted by The Incredible Melting Man and Halloween.  There was John Carpenter’s The Thing in a hotel room one night on a family vacation5, and on what might have been the same trip I recall covering my eyes while Poltergeist’s geeky ghosthunter watched his own face fall off.  Of course, I must mention The Exorcist as well (I saw the edited-for-TV version first, although that couldn’t have mattered less to me back then6).

      Throughout my life, the horror genre has kept me pumped with adrenaline. This obsession has given me a realm in which to escape from the problems of the real world.  When the bills pile up and you see no solution in sight, what better way to forget about your problems for a while than to lose yourself in Seth Brundle’s infinitely worse ordeal in The Fly?  So what if the boss just chewed out three-quarters of your ass... lift your mood with some belly laughs thanks to Ash’s splatstick antics in Evil Dead 2!  When watching the daily news makes you want to hurl something at your TV, pop The Texas Chainsaw Massacre into your Blu-Ray player, and witness a van full of hippies who were guilty of nothing more than believing in astrology and picking up hitchhikers get chopped up for barbecue... .

      Everybody needs that now and then, I think.
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      Because no one asked, but it’s my book and I like making lists (obviously), here are my thirteen favorite horror films of all time.  That’s a good number for the subject at hand, don’t you think?  If nothing else, it allowed me to avoid the torturous task of narrowing such a list down to only ten... .

      

      
        
        The Thing (1982)

        The Exorcist/The Exorcist III:  Legion7

        The Texas Chainsaw Massacre (1974)

        Return of the Living Dead

        Let the Right One In8

        The Fly (1986)

        Frankenstein (1931)

        Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1978)

        Psycho (1960)

        Se7en

        The Witch

        Re-Animator

        Inside

      

      

      

      What about yours?  Drop me a line, as I would love to see your list... .

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

      The book you hold in your hand is a project I’ve compiled off and on for the last ten years.  It was originally published by a small-press company as 666 Hair-Raising Horror Movie Trivia Questions!, but the book has been expanded as more great (and, okay, not-so-great) horror films are released every year.  This book is the result of a lifelong love affair with horror cinema, and I like to think of it as the pot of gold (witch’s cauldron?) at the end of the rainbow for a guy who’s always had a hard time not knowing every minor detail about every film I admire.  On more than one occasion my wife has joked, “You can remember the name of the guy who held the boom mike on the set of The Town That Dreaded Sundown9, but you can’t remember to take out the garbage when I ask you to?”

      And I am left with no retort.  Because, as usual, the better half is right (but don’t tell her I said that).

      This is the kind of book I wouldn’t hesitate to buy, and as a writer I believe that’s the first sign of a successful project.  It’s what I try to achieve every time I sit down to write something new -- to simply have fun.  If I can create something that would give me several hours of enjoyment, I have done my job.

      I hope you enjoy the book, and I look forward to hearing how you ranked when all is said and done.  Good luck!

    

    
      
        
        

        
          1 Although this usually consists of more “mainstream” fare. And as far as horror literature is concerned, even those who claim they don’t care for the genre adore Stephen King. The same people usually can’t get enough of TV’s The Walking Dead either. Strange, isn’t it?  

          

          2 Trash can be tons of fun, though.  Far be it from me to denigrate the “fun factor” of such lovable junk as The Toxic Avenger, Killer Klowns From Outer Space, Roger Corman’s Galaxy of Terror, and Night of the Demons. 

          

          3 What’s that?  You’re unfamiliar with my fiction?  You should rectify that soon.  I’ve written quite a few novels (Midnight Rain, The Wicked, Animosity, Ugly As Sin), novellas (Odd Man Out, Ride or Die), and two short story collections (People Are Strange, The Long n’ Short of It) to date.  You can also catch the feature film adaptation of my novella The Special (co-written with Mark Steensland) on most streaming platforms.

          

          4 May those fine institutions of American cinema R.I.P.  Wish I was old enough to remember more about them.

          

          5 Alongside a made-for-TV chiller called Dark Night of the Scarecrow, Carpenter’s The Thing is one of the first movies to give me nightmares.  I will never forget the first time I saw that spider-head-thing scrabbling across the floor of that arctic outpost.  “You gotta be fucking kidding,” one character proclaimed, and even at the age of eight or nine I had to agree with him.  If I had to pick one favorite horror film of all time, it would be The Thing.

          

          6 Oddly enough, the scariest thing about The Exorcist for me wasn’t the pea soup, the head-spinning, or the no-holds-barred sacrilege.  That first time, it was the hospital scenes that got to me!  Needles... ugh.

          

          7 Okay, you caught me.  I cheated a little here, because I consider The Exorcist and The Exorcist III to be two parts of the same story.  The third installment in the franchise was, after all, William Peter Blatty’s adaptation of his novel Legion, which was his official sequel to his novel The Exorcist (the less said about The Exorcist II: The Heretic the better!).  And if I’m being completely honest, I find III to be just as scary as the original!  Yeah, I said it.

          

          8 Perhaps the
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