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​Introduction

The promise of the Father was the fulfillment
of God’s prophecy through Joel. One result of the Spirit’s coming
would be prophetic revelation and the manifestation of dreams and
visions. We discover from Paul’s discussions of the gifts in I
Corinthian 12 that the Spirit is responsible for the dispersion of
the gifts. In the Abundant Truth Spiritual Gifts Series, we will
examine the gifts of the Spirit and their operations in the New
Testament Church.

In this publication:

In this book, we will discuss the fulfillment
of Joe’s prophecy at the Spirit’s outpouring on Pentecost. Since
that day, the ministry of the Holy Spirit is the prominent feature
of the New Testament church. In the pages of this book, the
dynamics of the promise of the Father; that is, the baptism of the
Holy Spirit and the gift of tongues will be explored.


​Chapter 1 - The Promise of the Father


In the beginning, God created the cosmos and
all the elements contained therein. He spoke the word and by His
power everything came into existence. The Book of Genesis reveals
the agent of God’s power, the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit was
given regard in the first verses of the scriptures along with God.
This reveals the importance of His work in God’s eternal purposes.
He is highlighted at the inauguration to demonstrate that He will
always have a role in the affairs of men.

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit

After sin entered into the world, the Spirit
of God was still “moving upon the faces of the deep” which resided
in the hearts of men. Hence, men were still aware of God and His
righteous standards for His creation. Therefore, when God warns
Noah of the coming judgment, He says that His Spirit will not
always strive with men.

And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always
strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be
an hundred and twenty years. (Genesis 6:3 KJV)

God did not say that “He” would not strive
with men, but His Spirit’s struggle will not continue with
humankind. Jesus articulated what the “striving” of the Spirit
consisted of.

And when he is come, he will reprove the
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: (John 16:8
KJV)

The Holy Spirit was always present given men
an inner conviction and awareness of sin and the existence of God.
This is the primary work of the Spirit. Aside from this, the Holy
Spirt gave revelation, endowed men with power, and confirmed God’s
approval upon those whom He called.

Since all men were born sinners through the
sin of Adam, there was need to bridge the gap in true fellowship
and communion with God. This would be done by the working of the
Holy Spirit in men’s lives. Since the Holy Spirit was named at
Creation, His role became to become a helper to the humans that
were created.

After the mention of the Spirit of God in
Genesis 6, the next time His working is mentioned is by pharaoh
concerning Joseph. After Joseph interpreted the dreams and offered
him wise counsel as to what to do. Pharaoh commissions Joseph to
oversee what needed to be done in response to the dream.

And the thing was good in the eyes of
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. And Pharaoh said unto
his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the
Spirit of God is? And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God
hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as
thou art: (Genesis 41:37–39 KJV Bold mine)

It is interesting to note
that pharaoh used the same expression that the Hebrews used to
identify God. He proclaimed that the wisdom and revelation of
Joseph came from the Spirit of God. He used the same word for God
that the Israelites used (Hebrew אֱלֹהִיםH430 elohiym). The
term “elohim’” is used to describe God as the Supreme
God.

Pharaoh asserted that the Spirit of the
“Supreme” God resided in the man. From the biblical record, the
progression of the Holy Spirit’s work is already seen from just
outward miraculous works (i.e. creation) to operating in the life
of His servants.

After His expressed identification in the
events of Joseph’s life, the expression “Spirit of God” is used by
God to assure Moses of His choices of the head workman to construct
the tabernacle.

See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: And I have filled
him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in
knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, To devise cunning
works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass. (Exodus
31:2–4KJV Bold mine)

One work of the Holy Spirit that sometimes is
overlooked is His endowment of wisdom and understanding in the
working of earthly endeavors. God tells Moses that He filled
Bezaleel with the Spirit of God so that this man would have wisdom,
understanding, knowledge in all things concerning workmanship
(craftsmanship) and the materials and supplies needed within
it.

The Holy Spirit was not only credited with
taking part in Creation, calling men to repentance, and endowing
men with spiritual revelation, but He also could grant men wisdom
in things pertaining to life. Bezaleel was not a good craftsman
because it was his family trade, but the Holy Spirit gave him
divine wisdom and knowledge as to how to build and how to use
materials associated with building perfectly.

The Holy Spirit has always been an active
force in the lives of God’s people. He was God’s agent to reveal
God’s heart and empower God’s servants.

The Promise of the Father

Israel was in trouble and God used Joel to
reveal His displeasure. Yet, midway through his recorded
prophecies, Joel makes an astonishing prediction of a future
blessing,

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I
will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions: And also upon the servants and upon
the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. (Joel
2:28-29 KJV)

God promises that a time will come when He
will give His Spirit in abundance to “all flesh.” This prediction
did not refer to a worldwide outpouring, but to an outpouring upon
His people. In the New Testament, this promise would extend to the
Gentiles who would be grafted into relationship with Him by Christ.
Remember, in the Old Testament times, the Spirit of God did not
actively rest upon ALL Israel, but usually upon those who were
called to a particular ministry or service and the kings. It is
understood that Joseph was a prophet and so the Spirit of God moved
in His life.

God’s Spirit rested upon all His prophets and
prophetesses, and the priests, and the judges were acquainted with
the Holy Spirit’s activity, intimately. However, all the people did
not experience the Holy Spirit in a direct, personal sense. They
only experienced Him as He demonstrated His work in the servants of
the Lord.

The Prophecy of Joel

God, in His wisdom and mercy, would no longer
allow the Holy Spirit to be active in a “minority” of the people.
IT can be inferred that God made this promise to encourage the
people that they would no longer be subject to disobedience and
rebellion against Him without an internal help. Hence, the promise
of the Spirit’s outpouring would be God’s response to the moral
struggles of the nation.

Israel would not only reflect the holiness of
God in religious rites, ceremonies, and the restrictions based upon
various aspects of their lives. They would reflect God’s holiness
by the indwelling and influence of His Holy Spirit.

Throughout the Old Testament writings, the
descendants of Abraham knew about the Spirit of God and how He
moved in the lives of certain individuals among the people.
Therefore, the promise of an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and its
significance would be understood by those who heard Joel’s
prophecy.

The Foreshadowing of the Promise

Before examining the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on Pentecost, an examination of Old Testament texts will
reveal that Israel saw the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on
numerous occasions, but not in the universal sense as promised in
Joel.

Moses led Israel and was the chief prophetic
voice. Miriam was a prophetess and it can be inferred that she
exercised some influence for she led the women in praise after
God’s deliverance.

And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of
Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after
her with timbrels and with dances. (Exodus 15:20 KJV)

While in the wilderness, Israel continued to
complain and consistently burdened Moses for prophetic insight and
leadership. The people has already been delivered from two major
complaints, no water and no food. However, they became dissatisfied
with the bread from heaven and grumbled because they wanted meat.
Moses, being overwhelmed cried out to God for help.

Whence should I have flesh to give unto all
this people? for they weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that we
may eat. I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is
too heavy for me. And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray
thee, out of hand, if I have found favour in thy sight; and let me
not see my wretchedness. (Numbers 11:13-15 KJV)

Moses was frustrated. Before alleviating
Moses’ concern of how the meat would be provided for the nation, He
first gives Moses a solution to him being the sole authoritative
prophetic voice.

And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me
seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the
elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto
the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand there with
thee. And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will
take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them;
and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou
bear it not thyself alone. (Numbers 11:16-17 KJV)

God promised Moses that He would take the
spiritual prophetic endowment given to him by the Holy Spirit and
will put it upon seventy men that Moses chose. When God fulfilled
His promise, it mirrored the future events of Pentecost and
beyond.

And Moses went out, and told the people the
words of the LORD, and gathered the seventy men of the elders of
the people and set them round about the tabernacle. And the LORD
came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit
that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came
to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied,
and did not cease. (Numbers 11:24-25 KJV)

When God placed the spirit (which was the
Holy Spirit) upon the seventy elders, the experience was so
forceful that they all began to prophesy spontaneously. It was so
powerful that the men were unable to stop prophesying. This is the
first glimpse of what the outpouring would look like and what it
would consist of. The men were taken out of themselves and could
not prevent the prophetic utterances that were coming from
them.

God, in His wisdom, not only allowed the
event to happen outside of the camp, but in the camp also because
two of the chosen seventy were among the people when God placed the
Spirit upon them.

But there remained two of the men in the
camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and the name of the other
Medad: and the spirit rested upon them; and they were of them that
were written, but went not out unto the tabernacle: and they
prophesied in the camp. (Numbers 11:26 KJV)

Like the future Pentecost, God made His
endowment of the Spirit a visible and notable feature. This
occurred also so that the people would not just have to take a
“blind faith” testimonial but could visibly see the Holy Spirit
coming upon those chosen by Moses for prophetic leadership among
the people.

When God placed His Spirit upon them, the men
no longer had control over their faculties, but were moved by the
Holy Spirit to prophesy in an uncontrollable and ecstatic
manner.

The next time a similar event occurred was at
the calling of Saul to be Israel’s first king. When he meets Samuel
and is informed of
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