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APPENDIX I

Chronology

1815

Jan 8: Battle of New Orleans.

Mar 1: Napoleon returns to France.

Jun 18: Battle of Waterloo.

Jul 7: Allied armies enter Paris.

Jul 14: Napoleon surrenders to the Royal Navy.

Aug 7: Napoleon sails for St Helena.

1816

Aug 27: Bombardment of Algiers.

1819

Feb 6: East India Company establishes a settlement at Singapore.

1821

May 5: Death of Napoleon on St Helena.

1822

Jan 15: Establishment of HM Coastguard.

Jan 27: Greece declares independence.

Oct 12: Brazil proclaims independence from Portugal.

1823

Dec 2: Monroe Doctrine.

1826

May 22: HMS Adventure and Beagle set off to survey Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego.

1827

Jul 26: Britain, France and Russia agree to intervene in the Greek War of Independence.

Oct 20: Combined British, French and Russian squadron destroys the Turkish and Egyptian fleet at the Battle of Navarino.

1828

Apr 26: Russia declares war on the Ottoman Empire.

May 18: Start of the Portuguese Civil War.

Jul 15: Board of Longitude is dissolved.

1829

Sep 14: Treaty of Adrianople opens the Dardanelles to all commercial shipping.

1830

Feb 3: Greece declared independent at London Conference.

Jul 5: French take Algiers.

Oct 4: Belgian Declaration of Independence.

1831

Dec 25: Start of the Jamaican Slave Revolt.

Dec 27: HMS Beagle leaves on her second voyage with Charles Darwin on board.

1832

Jun 1: Navy and Victualling Boards are merged with the Board of Admiralty.

Nov 7: Squadron under Sir Pulteny Malcolm begins blockade of Dutch ports.

Dec 23: Fall of Antwerp brings the blockade of Dutch ports to an end.

1833

Jan 3: Captain Onslow in HMS Clio claims the Falkland Islands for Britain.

Jul 5: Captain Charles Napier leads Dom Pedro’s fleet to victory in the Battle of Cape St Vincent.

Aug 21: Charter Act passed removing the remaining monopolies of the British East India Company.

1834

Jul 9: Don Carlos claims the Spanish throne triggering the First Carlist War.

Aug 1: Slavery is banned in most British Dominions.

Sep 19: ‘Notices to Mariners’ are formally introduced.

1838

Oct 1: Start of the First Afghan War.

1839

Jan 19: Capture of Aden by HMS Volage.

Mar: Start of the First Opium War (to Aug 1842).

Aug 23: British forces occupy Hong Kong.

1840

Feb 6: Treaty of Waitangi signed between Britain and the Maoris.

Jul 15: Britain, Austria, Russia and Prussia agree to back Turkey against Mehmet Ali of Egypt.

Aug 16: Captain James Clark Ross sets sail from Australia with HMS Erebus and Terror to chart Antarctica and find the magnetic South Pole.

Nov 3: Bombardment and capture of Acre.

Nov 27: Alexandria surrenders to Napier, ending the Syrian War.

1841

Jan 25: Captain Sir Edward Belcher, HMS Sulphur, claims Hong Kong for Britain.

Jul 13: Dardanelles closed to foreign warships.

1842

Mar: Mexican-American hostilities begin (end Feb 1848).

Mar 14: Admiralty Compass Department established.

1845

May 20: Franklin Expedition sails.

Jul 15: First cruise of the Experimental Squadron to settle differences in ship design.

1846

Jan 14: Launch of HMS Amphion, the Royal Navy’s first screw frigate.

Jun 26: Repeal of the Corn Laws.

1847

Oct 12: Tea and sugar made available free in lieu of grog.

1848

Mar 20: ‘Year of Revolutions’: Ongoing revolts in Venice, Milan, Parma and Berlin.

Apr 8: Sicily declares independence from Naples.

Jun 19: German Confederation decides to purchase a navy.

Sep 11: Naples and Sicily conclude an armistice aided by Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, commander-in-chief, Mediterranean Fleet.

1849

Jun 4: Battle of Heligoland: fleet of the German Confederation defeated by the Danish Navy.

1850

Jan 15: RN Squadron blockades the Piraeus during the Don Pacifico Affair.

Mar 4: HMS Medea takes thirteen pirate junks in Mirs Bay, China.

Apr 19: Clayton–Bulwer Treaty signed, Britain and US agreeing that any inter-oceanic canal created through Panama should be neutral.

May 16: France launches Napoléon, first steam ship of the line.

Aug 28: Anglo-French Telegraph Company lays first experimental cross-channel telegraph cable.

1851

Dec 26: Capture of Lagos.

1852

Apr 2: German Confederation fleet is dissolved.

Apr 5: Second Burmese War (to Jan 1853).

Dec 2: French Republic dissolved with Napoleon III declaring himself Emperor.

1853

Jul 2: Russian forces invade the Ottoman Danubian Principalities.

Sep 23: British Fleet ordered to Constantinople.

Oct 4: Ottoman Empire declares war on Russia.

Nov 30: Russian Navy destroys a Turkish squadron at the Battle of Sinope.

1854

Jan 3: Anglo-French fleet enters the Black Sea.

Feb 23: Admiral Sir Charles Napier appointed to command the North Sea Fleet while Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Dundas is given command of the Mediterranean Fleet.

Mar 11: Napier sails from Spithead, commanding the first British steam fleet to go to war.

Mar 28: Britain and France declare war on Russia.

Aug: Capture of the Russian fortress of Bomarsund in the Åland Islands.

Oct 17: First bombardment of Sevastopol.

Oct 25: Battle of Balaclava.

Nov 5: Battle of Inkerman.

Dec: Napier is relieved by Dundas.

1855

Jan 30: Royal Marines divided into Artillery and Light Infantry.

Feb 1: Allied fleet begins the blockade of Russia’s Black Sea ports.

Jun 21: Royal Navy begins its first minesweeping operation in the approaches to Kronstadt.

Aug 13: Sveaborg bombarded and captured.

Sep 9: Sevastopol falls.

Sep 19: Naval brigade in Crimea is disbanded.

Oct 9: Blockade of Archangel ends.

1856

Jan 29: Victoria Cross instituted.

Mar 30: Treaty of Paris ends war with Russia.

Apr 16: Declaration of Paris attempts to codify maritime law and outlaw privateering.

Oct 8: The Arrow Incident provokes the start of the Second China War.

Nov 1: Start of the Anglo-Persian War.

1857

May 10: Start of the Indian Mutiny.

June 1: Action of Fatshan Creek.

Dec 29: Anglo-French forces take Canton, China.

1858

Jun 26: Treaty of Tientsin ends the Second China War.

Aug 2: The Government of India Act passes control of India from the East India Company to the British government.

1859

Mar 1: End of the Indian Mutiny.

Apr–Jul: Franco-Austrian War in Northern Italy, confirming Austrian rule of Venice.

Aug 13: Royal Naval Reserve established.

Nov 24: France launches Gloire, the first ironclad battleship.

1860

Apr 8: War against China formally resumes (to Oct 24).

Dec 29: HMS Warrior launched, the first British iron-hulled, armour-plated warship.

1861

Feb 9: Formation of the Confederate States of America.

Mar 17: Victor Emmanuel proclaimed king of unified Italy.

Apr 12: Start of the American Civil War.

May 13: Britain issues a declaration of neutrality in the American Civil War.

1862

Mar 8–9: Battle of Hampton Roads, first engagement between ironclads.

Aug 24: Commission of the British-built Confederate cruiser Alabama.

1863

Feb 7: Flagship of the Australia Station, HMS Orpheus, wrecked on the Manukau Bar, New Zealand, killing the Commodore and 189 men.

Aug 15: Start of the Anglo-Satsuma War.

Sep 30: HMS Britannia arrives on the River Dart for use as a cadet training ship.

Oct: Two Laird turret ironclads ordered by the Confederate States from Laird Brothers, Birkenhead, are seized by the British government.

1864

Mar 29: Britain cede the Ionian Islands to Greece.

Aug 5: Royal Navy adopts the White Ensign.

1865

Jun 9: End of the American Civil War.

1866

Jun 20: Italy declares war on Austria (to 3 Oct).

Jul 3: Prussian Army defeats Austrians at Sadowa (Köninggrätz).

Jul 20: Austrian fleet defeats Italians at Lissa.

Jul 27: Cable ship Great Eastern finishes laying the first successful transatlantic cable.

Aug 23: Peace of Prague officially ends hostilities between Prussia and Austria.

Oct 3: Treaty of Vienna officially ends hostilities between Italy and Austria.

1867

Mar 29: British North America Act establishes the Dominion of Canada.

Mar 30: US purchases Alaska from Russia.

Apr 16: Formation of the North German Confederation.

1869

Jul: Imperial Japanese Navy established.

Nov 17: Suez Canal opened.

1870

Mar 22: Cable ships finish laying submarine cable from Bombay to Aden and Suez, directly linking India with Britain.

Jul 19: France declares war on Prussia.

Sep 1–2: Battle of Sedan and capture of Napoleon III.

Sep 4: France declares itself a republic.

Sep 7: Loss of HMS Captain off Cape Finisterre.

1871

Jan 10: German states unite as a single country under the Prussian Wilhelm I.

Jan 28: Paris falls and an armistice is signed.

May 10: Treaty of Frankfurt signed: France cedes Alsace-Lorraine to Germany.

Jul 12: HMS Devastation launched as the Royal Navy’s first battleship without sails.

1872

Aug 14: Alabama dispute settled by arbitration by Britain paying $15,500,000.

1873

HMS Challenger discovers the Mid-Atlantic Ridge.

Feb 1: Royal Naval College, Greenwich, opened.

Apr 23: Start of the Ashanti War (to 4 Feb 1874).

Jun 5: Anti-slavery expedition against the Sultan of Zanzibar.

Oct 22: Alliance of the ‘Three Emperors’ between Germany, Russia and Austria.

1874

Jan 1: British East India Company officially dissolved.

1875

Mar 23: HMS Challenger takes soundings of the deepest known point of the world’s oceans, the Mariana Trench.

May 20: Alert and Discovery set sail from Portsmouth on the British Arctic Expedition to reach the North Pole.

Nov 24: British government purchases the controlling interest in the Suez Canal.

1876

Jul 14: Explosion of a box boiler aboard HMS Thunderer killing forty-five.

Aug: Merchant Shipping Act passed.

1877

Apr 24: Start of the Russo-Turkish War.

Jul 21: British Cabinet resolves to enter the war on the side of Turkey if Constantinople is occupied.

1878

Jan 28: Turkey signs armistice with Russia.

Feb 2: Greece declares war on Turkey.

Feb 13: The Mediterranean Fleet under Vice-Admiral Geoffrey Phipps Hornby transits the Dardanelles to protect Constantinople from an advancing Russian army.

Jul 13: The Congress and Treaty of Berlin ends the Russo-Turkish War.

Nov 19: Naval Brigade from HMS Active lands at Durban to participate in the Zulu Wars.

1879

Jan 2: Major turret explosion aboard HMS Thunderer causes the Navy to abandon its use of muzzle-loading guns.

Jan 22: Battles of Isandlwana and Rorke’s Drift.

Sep 1: Peace treaty signed with the Zulus.

1880

Jul 1: Royal Naval Engineering College founded at Keyham.

Dec 20: Start of the First Boer War (to Mar 1881).

1881

Mar 1: Royal Naval Medical School, Haslar, opened.

1882

May 19: Mediterranean Fleet under Seymour arrives off Alexandria.

May 20: Triple Alliance formed between Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy.

Jul 13: Mediterranean Fleet bombards and captures Alexandria.

Dec: Foreign Intelligence Committee of the Admiralty established.

1884

Feb 18: Major-General Charles Gordon arrives in Khartoum, Sudan.

Feb 29: Naval Brigade participates in the Second Battle of El Teb, Sudan.

Mar 18: Mahdist forces lay siege to Khartoum.

Oct 7: Nile Expedition sets off from Alexandria.

1885

Jan 17: Naval Brigade under Captain Lord Charles Beresford participates in the Battle of Abu Klea, Sudan.

Jan 26: Khartoum falls to Mahdist forces and Gordon is killed.

Mar 30: Russian forces occupy Pendjeh.

Nov 7: Start of the Third Burma War.

Nov 28: British forces occupy Mandalay.

1886

Jan 1: Britain annexes upper Burma.

May 8: Mediterranean Fleet joins an international force in the blockade of Greece to prevent war with Turkey.

1887

Jan 21: Foreign Intelligence Committee renamed Naval Intelligence Department.

Feb 12: Anglo-Italian Agreement to maintain the status quo in the Mediterranean, which the Austrians join the following month.

1888

Oct 29: Convention of Constantinople signed guaranteeing to keep the Suez Canal open in both peace and war.

1889

May 31: Naval Defence Act establishes the ‘two-power standard’.

1892

Jan 1: Start of the Gambia River expedition.

1893

Jan 17: Franco-Russian Alliance signed.

1894

Feb 22: Gambia expeditionary force landed from HMS Raleigh.

1895

Apr 17: Treaty of Shimonoseki ends the Sino-Japanese War.

Oct 17: Mediterranean Fleet deployed off the Dardanelles to apply pressure on Turkey during the Armenian crisis.

1896

Mar 18: Start of the Sudan campaign.

1897

Feb 15: Royal Marines land in Crete to assist in suppressing a revolt.

Feb 18: Naval Brigade participates in the capture of Benin.

Jun 26: Diamond Jubilee Fleet Review off Spithead.

Dec 16: Treaty of Constantinople officially ends the Greco-Turkish War.

1898

Mar 28: Germany enacts First Naval Law.

Apr 25: United States declares war on Spain.

Sep 18: Fashoda Incident.

Dec 10: Treaty of Paris ends the Spanish American War.

1899

Oct 12: Start of the South African War.

Scott–Muraviev Agreement delimits British and Russian spheres of influence in China.

1900

Jan 6: Naval Brigade participates in the defence of Ladysmith.

Feb 27: Naval Brigade participates in the capture of Paardeberg, South Africa.

Jun 12: Germany enacts Second Naval Law.

Aug 31: British forces take Johannesburg, Transvaal.

Nov 9: Russia occupies Manchuria.

1901

Jan 1: Commonwealth of Australia proclaimed.

1902

Jan 30: Signing of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance.

Feb 5: First dive by Holland I, the Royal Navy’s first submarine.

May 31: End of the South African War.

1903

Aug 4: Royal Naval College Osborne opened.

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve is formed.

1904

Jan 11: Committee of Imperial Defence established.

Feb 8: Start of the Russo-Japanese War.

Apr 8: Entente Cordiale signed between Britain and France.

May 4: US begins work on the Panama Canal.

Aug 10: Attempt by Russian Fleet to break out of Port Arthur, defeated in the Battle of the Yellow Sea.

1905

Jan 1: Japanese capture Port Arthur.

May 27–28: Battle of Tsushima.

Sep 5: Treaty of Portsmouth ends the Russo-Japanese War.

Oct 26: Sweden grants independence to Norway.

1906

June 5: Germany enacts Third Naval Law.

1907

Aug 31: Signing of the Anglo-Russian entente.

1908

Jun 14: Germany enacts Fourth Naval Law.

Dec 4: London Naval Conference opens.

1909

Mar 12: Governments of Australia and New Zealand offer to finance a battle-cruiser each for the RN.

Apr 29: Chancellor of the Exchequer David Lloyd George introduces budget with significant tax increase to cover large expansions in naval and social expenditure.

1910

May 4: Foundation of the Canadian Naval Service.

1911

Mar 22: Royal Fleet Auxiliary established.

Jul 1: Start of Agadir Crisis.

Sep 29: Italo-Turkish War (ends 18 Oct 1912)

Oct 11: Revolution begins in China.

1912

Jan 8: Establishment of the Naval War Staff.

Apr 13: Formation of the Royal Flying Corps with a military and a naval wing.

1914

Jul 1: Royal Naval Air Service divides from the RFC.

Jul 28: Austria declares war on Serbia starting the First World War.

Aug 4: Britain declares war on Germany.

Aug 10: German warships Goeben and Breslau pass through the Dardanelles to be handed to the Ottoman Empire.

Aug 15: Panama Canal opens.

Aug 28: Battle of Heligoland Bight.

Oct 30: Admiral of the Fleet Lord Fisher becomes First Sea Lord for a second time.

Nov 1: Battle of Coronel.

Nov 5: Britain declares war on the Ottoman Empire.

Dec 8: Battle of the Falklands.

1915

Jan 24: Battle of Dogger Bank.

Feb 3: Turkish attack on the Suez Canal fails.

Feb 19: Allied Fleet begins bombardment of the outer forts of the Dardanelles.

Apr 25: Allied forces land on the Gallipoli peninsula.

May 7: RMS Lusitania sunk by U-20 off Ireland.

May 15: Fisher resigns as First Sea Lord.

May 31: First German Zeppelin raids on London.

1916

Jan 8: Completion of the evacuation of Allied troops from the Gallipoli peninsula.

Apr 24: Irish rebellion in Dublin.

May 31: Battle of Jutland.

Aug 28: Italy declares war on Germany.

Nov 28: First German bombing raid on Britain using aeroplanes.

Dec 7: National Coalition Government formed under David Lloyd George.

1917

Feb 1: Germany declares its use of unrestricted submarine warfare for the second time.

Mar 8: Start of the Russian Revolution.

Mar 16: Tsar Nicholas II abdicates.

Apr 6: United States declares war on Germany.

May 14: Post of First Sea Lord is combined with that of Chief of the Naval Staff.

May 22: First convoy sails in the Mediterranean.

May 24: First convoy sails in the Atlantic.

Jun 14: Convoy system approved by the Admiralty.

Jun 24: Russian Black Sea Fleet mutinies at Sevastopol.

Jul 9: HMS Vanguard destroyed by magazine explosion at Scapa Flow.

Aug 17: Report of the Smuts Commission on aviation recommends the formation of a unified air force.

Nov 7: Bolshevik Revolution in Russia begins.

Nov 9: Rapallo Conference ends with agreement on the creation of a Supreme Allied War Council.

Nov 29: Formation of the Women’s Royal Naval Service.

1918

Jan 10: Russian civil war begins.

Mar 3: Treaty of Brest-Litovsk signed, ending the war in the east.

Mar 7: Royal Navy commences operations against Murmansk and Archangel.

Apr 1: Creation of the Royal Air Force.

Apr 12: The Grand Fleet’s main base moves from Scapa Flow to Rosyth.

Jul 17: Execution of Tsar Nicholas II and his family.

Oct 22: Spanish influenza reaches its peak in Britain.

Nov 11: Germany signs an Armistice with the Western Powers.

Nov 21: German High Seas Fleet surrenders.

1919

Apr 7: The Grand Fleet is broken up and the Atlantic and Mediterranean Fleets reconstituted.

Jun 21: German High Seas Fleet is scuttled by its crews in Scapa Flow.

Jun 28: Naval blockade of Germany is officially lifted with the signing of the Paris Peace Treaty.

Oct 1: WRNS disbanded.

Nov 1: Naval Intelligence Division 25 (‘Room 40’) merges with Military Intelligence Section 1b to form the government Code and Cypher School.

Nov 8: Britain announces its intention to withdraw from Russia.

1920

Jan 21: Naval operations against the ‘Mad Mullah’ of Somaliland.

Jan 21: Conclusion of the Paris Peace Conferences and inaugural General Assembly of the League of Nations.

1921

Jan 3: Herbert Smith of Sopwith arrives in Japan leading a team of aircraft designers to create Mitsubishi’s aircraft division.

Mar 31: Coalminers’ strike: Atlantic Fleet ships’ companies supply men to protect essential services in the first use of the Emergency Powers Act.

Jun 20: Announcement to build naval base at Singapore.

Jun 20: New Zealand Naval Forces become New Zealand Division of the Royal Navy.

Aug: Sir Eric Geddes appointed head of a Committee on National Expenditure.

Nov: Mission under Sir William Forbes-Sempill arrives in Japan to share technology on naval aviation.

Nov 12: Washington Naval Conference opens (ends Feb 1922).

1922

Feb 6: Washington Naval Treaty is signed by Allies of WWI, agreeing to prevent an arms race by limiting naval construction.

Feb 21: Geddes report imposes financial and manpower cuts on the Armed Services (‘Geddes Axe’).

Sep 3: King George V confers title of ‘Merchant Navy’ on British Mercantile Marine.

1923

Feb 27: Start of the world cruise of the Special Service Squadron.

May 24: End of the Irish Civil War.

Jul 21: Report of the Balfour Committee framing Navy–RAF relations.

Jul 24: Treaty of Lausanne signed. Peace between Greece, Turkey and the Allies.

Aug 17: Anglo-Japanese Alliance ends.

Aug 31: Italian forces seize Corfu.

1924

Jul: Trenchard–Keyes Agreement signed setting out framework for relations between the Navy and the RAF.

Sep 30: Naval control of Germany abolished.

Nov 29: USS Langley joins the Pacific Fleet as the US Navy’s first fully operational carrier.

1926

May 4: General Strike begins.

Sep 1: Formation of the Imperial Defence College.

1927

May 13: Black Friday, collapse of the German economy.

Jun 20: Second Washington Naval Conference.

1929

Oct 24: Wall Street Crash.

1930

France begins construction of the Maginot Line.

Jan 21: London Naval Conference opened.

1931

Jul 25: May Committee Report on British Government finances recommends drastic economies.

Sep 11: Government decision to reduce pay across the armed services appears in the press.

Sep 15: Atlantic Fleet mutinies at Invergordon.

Sep 16: Mutiny ends and the Atlantic Fleet sails to its home ports.

Sep 18: Manchurian Incident staged by the Japanese as a pretext for the Japanese invasion of Manchuria.

Sep 21: Britain abandons the Gold Standard.

Dec 11: Statute of Westminster formally establishes legislative equality for the Dominions.

1932

Mar: Atlantic Fleet renamed Home Fleet in the aftermath of Invergordon.

Mar 23: Cabinet decision to abandon the Ten Years Rule.

1933

Jan 30: Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany.

Mar 23: Enabling Law passed giving Hitler dictatorial powers in Germany.

Mar 27: Japan withdraws from the League of Nations.

Apr 25: US and Canada abandon the Gold Standard.

1934

Mar 19: First report of the Defence Requirements Committee.

Mar 27: Vinson–Trammell Act passed in the United States.

Jun 11: Geneva Disarmament Conference fails.

Aug 2: Hitler declared Führer and Head of State in Germany.

Dec 19: London Naval Conference ends without resolution as Japan renounces all previous naval treaties.

1935

Mar 16: Germany renounces the disarmament clauses of the Versailles Treaty.

Jun 18: Anglo-German Naval Agreement signed.

Aug 31: US passes the Neutrality Act.

Sep 15: Germany enacts the Nuremberg Laws.

Oct 3: Italy invades Abyssinia.

Dec 9: Discussions open for a second London Naval Treaty.

1936

Jan 15: Japan withdraws from the London Naval Conference.

Mar 13: Sir Thomas Inskip appointed Minister for Co-ordination of Defence.

Mar 25: Second London Naval Treaty signed.

May 5: Italian forces capture Addis Ababa.

Jul 17: Start of the Spanish Civil War.

Jul 26: Germany and Italy agree to assist Nationalist forces in Spain.

Nov 1: Rome–Berlin Axis signed.

Nov 25: Anti-Comintern Pact signed between Nazi Germany and the Empire of Japan.

Dec 10: King Edward VIII abdicates.

1937

Mar 19: First Defence Loans Act passed.

Apr 26: Attack on Guernica by Nationalist forces and the German Luftwaffe.

May 1: Neutrality Act passed in the US.

Jul 7: Japan invades the remainder of China.

Jul 30: Inskip Report proposes putting the Fleet Air Arm under naval control.

Nov: Admiralty Operational Intelligence Centre established.

1938

Mar 11: German forces occupy Austria.

May 20: British partial mobilization.

Jul 11: Nomonhan Incident; fighting between Japan and the Soviet Union in Inner Mongolia.

Sep 27: The Royal Navy mobilizes.

Sep 30: Munich agreement signed.

Oct 2: Japan withdraws from the League of Nations.

Nov 9–10: Kristallnacht in Germany.

1939

Feb 27: Britain and France recognize General Franco’s Nationalists as the Spanish government.

Mar 15: Germany invades the remainder of Czechoslovakia.

Mar 31: Britain and France guarantee support to Poland in the event of German aggression.

Apr 1: End of the Spanish Civil War.

Apr 12: WRNS reconstituted.

Apr 27: Germany officially renounces the Anglo-German Naval Treaty.

May 22: Germany and Italy sign the ‘Pact of Steel’ military alliance.

May 24: Handover of the Fleet Air Arm from the RAF to the Navy.

Aug 23: Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact signed, non-aggression pact between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union.

Sep 1: Germany invades Poland.

Sep 3: Britain and France declare war on Germany.

Sep 4: President Franklin Roosevelt declares the neutrality of the US.

Sep 17: Soviet Union invades Poland and subsequently divides territory with Germany.

Sep 30: British Expeditionary Force deployed to France.

Nov: Convoy system for British merchant shipping fully operational.

Nov 4: US amends 1937 Neutrality Act to permit Britain and France to purchase military equipment from American companies.

Dec 13: Battle of the River Plate.

1940

Mar: Frisch–Peierls Memorandum from the University of Birmingham outlines the possibility of constructing an atomic bomb.

Apr 9: Germany invades Norway.

Apr 10: First Battle of Narvik.

Apr 13: Second Battle of Narvik.

May 10: National Coalition Government formed under Winston Churchill following the resignation of Neville Chamberlain.

May 25: Order issued for the Allied evacuation of Norway.

Jun 4: Completion of Operation ‘Dynamo’ evacuates 338,226 Allied troops from France.

Jun 8: HMS Glorious sunk off Norway by the German battle-cruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau.

Jun 10: Italy declares war on France and Britain.

Jun 14: Paris falls.

Jun 22: Franco-German Armistice signed at Versailles.

Jun 30: Force H forms at Gibraltar.

Jul 3: Royal Navy destroys elements of the French fleet in harbour at Mers-el-Kébir.

Sep 2: ‘Destroyers for Bases’ Deal signed between Britain and the US.

Oct 7: Germany seizes Romanian oilfields.

Nov 11–12: Fleet Air Arm sinks three Italian battleships in Taranto harbour.

1941

Feb 7: Western Approaches command shifted from Plymouth to Liverpool.

Feb 15: RAF Coastal Command is placed under the operational control of the Admiralty.

Mar 11: US Lend-Lease Act passed to allow USA to lend or lease war supplies to any nation deemed ‘vital to the defense of the United States’.

Mar 27–9: Battle of Matapan.

Apr 13: Soviet Union signs a non-aggression pact with Japan.

Apr 23: Greece signs an armistice with Germany.

Apr 24: Operation ‘Demon’, Mediterranean Fleet under Cunningham commences evacuation of British forces from Greece.

May 24: HMS Hood sunk in the Denmark Strait by the German battleship Bismarck.

May 27: Bismarck sunk by the Home Fleet.

June 22: Germany invades the Soviet Union in Operation ‘Barbarossa’.

Aug 21: First Arctic convoy sails for Archangel.

Sep 1: US Navy assumes responsibility for escorting transatlantic convoys as far as Iceland and commences a patrol in the Denmark Strait.

Sep 8: Start of the siege of Leningrad.

Oct 17: General Tōjō Hideki becomes Prime Minister of Japan, effectively marking military rule in the country.

Nov 14: HMS Ark Royal sunk by U81 off Gibraltar.

Dec 7: Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

Dec 8: Britain and the US declare war on Japan.

Dec 10: HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse sunk by Japanese aircraft off the coast of Malaya.

Dec 10: Japanese forces take Guam.

Dec 19: HMS Queen Elizabeth and Valiant sunk at their moorings in Alexandria by Italian ‘human torpedoes’.

Dec 22: First Washington Conference (code name ‘Arcadia’) between United Kingdom and USA, with discussion of a future United Nations.

Dec 23: Japanese forces take Wake Island.

Dec 25: Japanese forces take Hong Kong.

1942

Jan 11: Japan declares war on the Netherlands and begins landings on the Dutch East Indies.

Jan 11: Operation ‘Drumroll’, German U-boats begin operating off the coast of the US.

Jan 16: Japanese forces invade Burma.

Jan 20: Wannsee Conference.

Jan 21: German and Italian forces begin an offensive in North Africa.

Feb 6: Britain and the US establish the Combined Chiefs of Staff.

Feb 11: German battle-cruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau leave Brest to begin Operation ‘Cerberus’, the Channel Dash.

Feb 12: ANZAC Squadron is formed and integrated into the American Command Structure (later Task Force 44).

Feb 13: Scharnhorst and Gneisenau successfully reach Wilhelmshaven despite mine damage.

Feb 15: Fall of Singapore and capture of the oil refineries of the Dutch East indies by Japan.

Feb 27: Battle of the Java Sea.

Apr 5: Japanese carriers attack Ceylon.

Apr 18: Doolittle Raid, USAAF bomb Tokyo.

May 5: British capture of Diego Suarez.

May 6: US Army surrenders the Philippines to Japan.

Jun 4–7: Battle of Midway.

Jun 20: Britain and US agree to pool resources in the development of nuclear power and transfer all research and construction effort to the US (Manhattan Project).

Jun 21: German forces take Tobruk, forcing the Mediterranean Fleet to retreat through the Suez Canal into the Red Sea.

June 25: Second Washington Conference between Britain and the USA to discuss how best to aid the Soviet Union.

Jul 1: First Battle of El Alamein.

Jul 4: USAAF begins offensive operations over Europe.

July 4: Arctic Convoy PQ 17 ordered to scatter.

Aug 15: Operation ‘Pedestal’ relieves Malta.

Aug 23: Start of the Battle of Stalingrad.

Oct 11–12: Battle of Cape Esperance.

Nov 8–16: Operation ‘Torch’: Allied invasion of North Africa.

Dec 19: British and Indian forces begin an offensive into Burma.

Dec 31: Battle of the Barents Sea.

1943

Jan 14: Start of the ‘Symbol’ Conference at Casablanca.

Jan 31: Erich Raeder replaced as Head of the German Navy by Admiral Karl Dönitz.

Jan 31: German forces surrender Stalingrad.

Mar 2–4: Battle of the Bismarck Sea.

Mar 14–20: Defence of convoys HX 228, SC 121, HX 229 and SC 122 in the North Atlantic, with the loss of twenty-one ships.

May 4–6: Battle for Convoy ONS 5 begins ‘Black May’ for German U-boats in the North Atlantic.

May 12–25: Third Washington Conference (‘Trident’), strategic meeting between United Kingdom and USA.

May 24: German U-boats ordered to withdraw from the North Atlantic.

Jul 9: Allied invasion of Sicily (‘Husky’).

Jul 25: Mussolini dismissed from office.

Aug 17–24: First Quebec Conference (‘Quadrant’) held between USA, Canada and Britain.

Sep 3: Italy surrenders to the Allies. Allied forces cross the Strait of Messina into Italy (‘Baytown’).

Sep 9: Invasion of Italy at Salerno and Taranto (‘Avalanche’ and ‘Slapstick’). Italian Fleet surrenders at Malta.

Sep 22: Midget submarines attack the Tirpitz in Kaafjord, north Norway (‘Source’).

Sep 23: Italian Social Republic (Fascist-German puppet state) created in Northern Italy.

Oct 13: Italy declares war on Germany.

Nov 1: US forces land on Bougainville in the Solomon Islands.

Nov 22–6: Cairo Conference (‘Sextant’) held between United States, United Kingdom and China agreed Allied policy towards Japan and post-war Asia.

Nov 28–Dec 1: Tehran Conference (‘Eureka’) between Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin commits to opening a second front against Germany.

Dec 26: Battle of North Cape (sinking of the Scharnhorst).

1944

Jan 22: Amphibious landing at Anzio (‘Shingle’).

Feb 17: US 5th Fleet launches air strikes against the Japanese naval base at Truk, Caroline Islands (‘Hailstone’).

Feb 22: US 5th Fleet begins air strikes against Japanese forces in the Marianas Islands.

Apr 3: Fleet Air Arm strikes damage Tirpitz in Kaafjord (‘Tungsten’).

Apr 19: Eastern Fleet with USS Saratoga launches air strikes on Japanese at Sumatra, Dutch East Indies (‘Cockpit’).

May 17: Eastern Fleet with USS Saratoga launches air strikes on Japanese at Surabaya, Java, Dutch East Indies (‘Transom’).

Jun 6: Allied landings in Normandy (‘Overlord’).

Jun 19–20: Battle of the Philippine Sea.

Jul 21: US landing on Guam (‘Stevedore’).

Jul 24: US forces land on Tinian, Mariana Islands.

July 25: Eastern Fleet air strikes on Sabang, Dutch East Indies (‘Crimson’).

Aug 9: Floating dry dock collapses at Trincomalee, damaging HMS Valiant beyond repair.

Aug 15: Allied landings on the Côte d’Azur (‘Dragoon’).

Aug 24: Home Fleet air strikes seriously damage Tirpitz in Kaafjord (‘Goodwood III’).

Aug 24: Eastern Fleet air strikes on Emmahaven and the Padang cement works on Sumatra, Dutch East Indies (‘Banquet’).

Sep 12–16: Second Quebec Conference (‘Octagon’) between United Kingdom and United States. Roosevelt accepts offer of a British Pacific Fleet.

Sep 17: Eastern Fleet launches air strikes on Sigli, Sumatra, Dutch East Indies (‘Light’).

Oct 10: US 3rd Fleet air strikes against Japanese forces on Okinawa and Formosa.

Oct 25: First kamikaze attack by Japanese on USN fleet.

Nov 12: Tirpitz sunk near Tromsø (‘Catechism’).

Nov 22: The Eastern Fleet is redesignated as the British Pacific Fleet.

Nov 24: USAAF makes its first bombing raid on Japan from the Mariana Islands.

1945

Jan 3: British amphibious assault on Akyab, Burma (‘Lightning’).

Jan 4: Eastern Fleet air strike on the Japanese-held oil refineries at Pangkalan Brandan, Sumatra (‘Lentil’).

Jan 6: USS New Mexico struck by a Japanese kamikaze off Luzon, Philippines, nearly killing Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser.

Jan 21: Dönitz orders the German Navy to begin operations to evacuate East Prussia (‘Hannibal’).

Jan 24: British air strike on the Japanese-held oil refineries at Palembang, Sumatra (‘Meridian I’).

Jan 29: Air strike on the Japanese-held oil refineries at Palembang, Sumatra (‘Meridian II’).

Feb 4–11: Yalta Conference (‘Argonaut’) on post-war reorganization between the USA, Britain and Russia.

Feb 10: British Pacific Fleet arrives at Sydney.

Feb 19: US landing on Iwo Jima (‘Detachment’).

Mar 18: British Pacific Fleet assigned to Admiral Nimitz’s Pacific Ocean Area as TF 57.

Mar 26: British Pacific Fleet begins independent operations against Japanese airfields on the Sakishima Gunto and Formosa.

Apr 1: First Kamikaze attack on the British Pacific Fleet lightly damages HMS Indefatigable.

Apr 7: Japanese Battleship Yamato sunk in the East China Sea.

Apr 28: Benito Mussolini executed by Italian Communists.

May 8: Germany surrenders.

Jun 31: British midget submarines sink Japanese heavy cruiser Takao at Singapore and cut undersea cables off Saigon and Hong Kong.

Jul 17: British Pacific Fleet participates as the US 3rd Fleet resumes operations against the Japanese Home Islands with air strikes and shore bombardment.

17 Jul–2 Aug: USA, Britain and Soviet Union meet to plan post-war peace settlement (Potsdam Conference).

Aug 6: Atom bomb dropped on Hiroshima.

Aug 9: Atom bomb dropped on Nagasaki.

Aug 9: British Pacific Fleet participates as the US 3rd Fleet resumes operations against the Home Islands in Honshu and Hokkaido and then south to Tokyo.

Aug 15: British Pacific Fleet participates in the last air strike of WWII with the US 3rd Fleet against Tokyo.

Aug 24: End of the Lend-Lease Programme.

Aug 30: East Indies Fleet liberates Hong Kong.

Sep 2: Japanese surrender is signed on deck of USS Missouri. Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser signs on behalf of the British Empire.

Oct 15: British government takes emergency powers to deal with the balance of payments crisis following the end of Lend-Lease.

Dec 3: Lieutenant-Commander Eric Brown performs the RN’s first deck landing of a jet aircraft aboard HMS Ocean.

Dec 6: Anglo-American Loan Agreement signed granting Britain $3.75 billion in return for, amongst other things, the convertibility of sterling.

Dec 27: World Bank and International Monetary Fund established following the signing of the Bretton Woods Agreement.

Dec: The British Pacific Fleet is disbanded and its forces are absorbed into the East Indies fleet.

1947

Jan 1: Ministry of Defence established.

Feb 7: British plan for the partition of Palestine is rejected by both Jews and Arabs.

Mar 12: President Harry Truman announces the Truman Doctrine.

Jun 5: US Secretary of State George Marshall announces a European Recovery Programme, later to be known as the Marshall Plan.

1948

Jun 24: Soviet Union blockades Berlin.

1949

Apr 4: Signing of the North Atlantic Treaty creates the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

Oct 6: Mutual Defence Assistance Act passed in the US providing military aid to NATO countries.

1950

Jun 25: North Korean People’s Army invades the Republic of Korea, starting the Korean War.

Jun 28: Seoul falls to the North Korean People’s Army.

Sep 15: UN amphibious assault at Inchon.

Sep 15: British National Service is extended to two years.

Oct 19: UN forces take Pyongyang.

Dec 13: Marshall Aid to Britain ends.

Dec 31: Chinese forces enter Korea across the Yalu River.

1951

Jan 1: Chinese and North Korean forces cross the 38th Parallel and enter South Korea.

Jan 5: UN forces evacuated at Inchon.

1952

Oct 3: First British atomic weapon is detonated off Montebello Islands, off Western Australia (‘Hurricane’).

1953

Jul 27: Ceasefire is declared in the Korean War.

1954

May 24: HMS Centaur re-commissions as the RN’s first aircraft carrier with an angled flight deck.

1955

Nov 1: Vietnam/Second Indochina War begins.

Nov 22: Soviet Union tests its first true thermonuclear weapon.

1956

Jul 26: Egyptian government ‘nationalizes’ the Suez Canal. Britain, France and the US respond by implementing financial restrictions on Egypt.

Oct 29: Israeli forces invade Egypt.

Oct 31: Anglo-French operation to seize the Suez Canal Zone (‘Musketeer’).

Nov 6: British government unilaterally declares a ceasefire.

Dec 22: Anglo-French forces withdraw from the Canal Zone to be replaced by UN forces.

1957

Mar 6: UN Emergency Force takes over the Gaza Strip from Israeli forces.

1960

Oct 21: HMS Dreadnought, the RN’s first nuclear-powered submarine, is launched.

1961

Mar 3: USN Submarine Squadron 14 arrives at Holy Loch, the only US strategic deterrent submarine force to be stationed outside the US.

Jun 25: President Kassem of Iraq claims Kuwait as a part of Iraq.

Jul 1: First elements of a British Task Force arrive off Kuwait.

Aug 13: Construction of the Berlin Wall begins.

Oct 19: British forces withdraw from Kuwait.

1962

Oct 16–29: Cuban Missile Crisis.

Dec 18: Nassau Agreement signed by President Kennedy. The United States agrees to sell Polaris missiles to Britain.

1963

Jan 20: President Sukarno of Indonesia announces a policy of ‘confrontation’ with the Malaysian Federation.

1964

Jan 25: Royal Marines land at Dar es Salaam to suppress a mutiny in the Tanganyika Rifles.

Oct 16: China tests its first atomic weapon.

1965

Jun 27: US ground forces begin their first offensive operations in South Vietnam.

1966

Feb 14: Defence White Paper announces the end of the CVA-01 aircraft-carrier replacement programme.

1967

Sep 10: Referendum in Gibraltar votes by 12,138 to 44 to remain British.

Nov 18: Currency crisis: sterling devalued by 14 per cent.

Dec 19: France vetoes British entry into the EEC.

1968

Jan 16: British government announces large spending cuts and military withdrawal from everywhere east of Suez, barring Hong Kong.

1969

Jun 30: RN officially assumes responsibility for British nuclear deterrent from the RAF.

1970

Sep 21: Jordan appeals for intervention from Britain and US amid worsening situation in the country.

1971

Nov 4: ‘Final withdrawal’ of Royal Navy presence from the Persian Gulf.

1973

Jan 27: Paris Peace Accords signed ending the Vietnam War.

1975

Apr 30: Fall of Saigon.

1976

Jan 13: Argentina suspends diplomatic relations with Britain over possession of the Falkland Islands.

Sep 29: Britain begins negotiations with the IMF for a $3.9 billion loan.

1977

Nov 25: RN ships deployed to the Falkland Islands in response to Argentine landings on South Thule (‘Journeyman’).

1978

Dec 15: British naval base at Bahrain closes.

1979

Feb 14: HMS Ark Royal, the RN’s last conventional aircraft carrier, is decommissioned for the last time.

Jun 18: Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty II signed between US and Soviet Union.

Dec 25: Soviet Union invades Afghanistan.

1980

Sep 22: Iraqi invasion of Iran: start of the Iran-Iraq War.

Oct 7: Royal Navy begins the Armilla Patrol in the Persian Gulf.

1981

Publication of Defence White Paper.

1982

Mar: Polaris Sales Agreement updated to obtain Trident II.

Mar 19: Argentina invades South Georgia.

Apr 3: Argentine forces invade the remainder of the Falklands.

Apr 4: British Task Force departs (‘Corporate’).

Apr 25: British forces retake South Georgia.

May 1: British forces begin operations against Argentine forces in the rest of the Falklands.

May 2: Argentine cruiser General Belgrano sunk by HMS Conqueror.

May 21: Landings at San Carlos Water.

Jun 14: Argentine troops surrender at Port Stanley.

1986

Jan 15: Evacuation of civilian refugees from South Yemen.

1988

Aug 20: End of the Iran-Iraq War.

1990

Aug 2: Iraq invades Kuwait.

1991

Jan 17: Start of reconquest of Kuwait from Iraq (Operation ‘Desert Storm’).

Feb 28: Ceasefire declared, ending ‘Desert Storm’.

1993

Jan 1: Carrier Task Group containing HMS Ark Royal leaves Portsmouth for the Adriatic to support UN Operations in the former Yugoslavia.

1995

Jan 27: HMS Marlborough evacuates British nationals from civil war in Sierra Leone.

Feb 1: HMS Exeter covers withdrawal of UN forces from Somalia.

1997

Jul 1: Hong Kong handed over to China.

1998

Feb 11: HMS Monmouth despatched to Sierra Leone to provide humanitarian aid during civil war (‘Resilient’ and ‘Basilica’).

Jul: Strategic Defence Review published.

Dec 16–19: Operation ‘Desert Fox’ against Iraq.

1999

Jan 30: Carrier task force led by HMS Invincible arrives in the Persian Gulf to help enforce the ‘no-fly zone’ over southern Iraq.

Mar 24: Start of Operation ‘Allied Force’ in Kosovo (ends Jun).

2000

May 7: Start of Operation ‘Palliser’ in Sierra Leone.

2001

Sep 11: Terrorist attack on the World Trade Center Towers, New York.

Oct 7: RN submarines launch cruise missiles as part of US-led operations in Afghanistan (‘Veritas’ and ‘Enduring Freedom’).

Nov 13: Fall of Kabul.

2003

Feb 21: HMS Iron Duke deployed to Sierra Leone (‘Keeling’).

Mar 19: British forces join US-led invasion of Iraq (‘Telic’ and ‘Iraqi Freedom’).

Apr 6: British forces enter Basra.

Apr: Fall of Baghdad.

2017

Dec 7: HMS Queen Elizabeth is commissioned.

Dec 21: HMS Prince of Wales is launched.

2019

Dec 10: HMS Prince of Wales is commissioned.

2021

Sep 15: Trilateral AUKUS security pact signed between Australia, the United Kingdom and the USA.

2022

Feb 24: Russia invades Ukraine.

2023

Apr 4: Finland joins NATO.

2024

Jan 12: Following Houthi attacks on shipping in the Red Sea, Britain, the US and a joint force conduct missile attacks on Yemeni targets (‘Poseidon Archer’).

Mar 7: Sweden joins NATO.




APPENDIX II

Ships

The purpose of this appendix is to provide a brief summary of the naval strength of Britain and other leading naval powers. As this volume covers a period of great change in warship design, it has been necessary to divide it into three periods: 1820–1860, 1860–1905 and 1905–1955. In the first period the ships are classified as ships of the line (including some with auxiliary steam power), cruisers (frigates and corvettes), and steamers (mostly paddle steamers with a few screw steamers in the 1850s). From 1860 to 1905 the categories change to ships of the line, ironclads, frigates and smaller cruisers (mostly classed as corvettes, sloops or gunboats). By this time almost all seagoing warships had at least auxiliary steam power, ‘steamers’ were still numerous but increasingly elderly, and navies were moving towards an organization of a fleet of ‘battleships’ accompanied by ‘cruisers’ of various sizes. The British formally adopted this classification in the 1887 Navy List, and most other navies followed suit soon afterwards. In this appendix the 1860–1905 table distinguishes (obsolescent wooden) ships of the line, and ironclads which were in process of being reclassified as ‘battleships’. Finally, the third table lists only battleships, aircraft carriers and cruisers of all sizes. The major navies for the purposes of this appendix are Britain, the United States, France, Russia/Soviet Union, Japan, Germany, Italy (from unification in 1860) and Austria-Hungary (to 1918). For most of this appendix the ships are listed at five-year intervals, but annually in the period of the two world wars. The ships are counted from 1 January following their completion or commissioning date until their loss or decommissioning.

Source: Conway’s All the World’s Fighting Ships … 1860–1995, ed. Robert Gardiner et al. (London, 1979–95, 4 vols). Russian figures for 1860 are for the steam fleet in 1861 (nearly all in the Baltic), taken from Russian Warships in the Age of Sail 1696–1860: Design, Construction, Careers and Fates, ed. John Tredrea and Eduard Sozaev (Barnsley, 2010), pp. 406–30. ‘Cruisers’ are in this case only screw or paddle frigates, not counting a considerable force of steam corvettes, ‘clippers’ and gunboats.

[image: A table lists the number of ships of the line in Britain, France, Netherlands, Spain, Denmark, Russia, the United States and Austria between 1820 and 1860.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

[image: A table lists the number of cruisers in Britain, France, Netherlands, Spain, Denmark, Russia, the United States and Austria between 1820 and 1860.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

[image: A table lists the number of steamers in Britain, France, Netherlands, Spain, Denmark, Russia, the United States and Austria between 1820 and 1860.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

[image: A table lists the number of ships of the line, ironclads, frigates and cruisers in Britain and the United States between 1861 and 1905.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

[image: A table lists the number of ships of the line, ironclads, frigates and cruisers in France and Russia between 1861 and 1905.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

[image: A table lists the number of ironclads, frigates and cruisers in Japan and Prussia or Germany between 1861 and 1905.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

[image: A table lists the number of ships of the line, ironclads, frigates and cruisers in Italy and Austria-Hungary between 1861 and 1905.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

[image: A table lists the number of battleships, aircraft carriers and cruisers in Britain and the United States between 1906 and 1955.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

[image: A table lists the number of battleships, aircraft carriers and cruisers in France and Russia or the Soviet Union between 1906 and 1955.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

[image: A table lists the number of battleships, aircraft carriers and cruisers in Japan and Germany or West Germany between 1906 and 1940. A table lists the number of battleships, aircraft carriers and cruisers in Japan and Germany or West Germany between 1941 and 1955.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

[image: A table lists the number of battleships, aircraft carriers and cruisers in Italy and Austria-Hungary between 1906 and 1955.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION




APPENDIX III

Fleets

Appendix II compares the notional strength of the major navies, but in reality a varying but significant proportion of the ships would always be unavailable because refitting, under repair or in reserve. These tables provide a series of ‘snapshots’ of the distribution of British ships in actual service at various dates, divided into fleets and stations with the commanders-in-chief briefly indicated. I have not attempted to provide the same information for the twentieth century, when the fluid patterns of naval warfare and the rapid movements of ships over long distances made it very difficult for even the Admiralty to compile accurate and up-to-date information of this nature.

20 October 1827, Battle of Navarino

[image: A table lists the distribution of ships in the first through sixth fleets and the number of sloops in different regions on 20 October 1827 during the Battle of Navarino.]

Source PRO: ADM 8/107.

VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

10/11 September/October 1840, Bombardment and Capture of Beirut

[image: A table lists the distribution of ships in the first through sixth fleets and the number of sloops and steam vessels in different stations under different commanders-in-chief on 10 and 11 September and October 1840 during the bombardment and capture of Beirut.]

Source PRO: ADM 8/120.

VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

June/July 1855, Attack on Sevastopol

[image: A table lists the distribution of ships in the first through sixth fleets and the number of sloops and steam vessels in different stations under different commanders-in-chief in June and July 1855 during the attack on Sevastopol.]

Source PRO: ADM 8/135.

VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

September 1870, Franco-Prussian War

[image: A table lists the distribution of ships in the first through sixth fleets and the number of armoured ships, turret ships, sloops and steam vessels in different stations under different commanders-in-chief in September 1870 during the Franco-Prussian War.]

Source PRO: ADM 8/149.

VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

February 1878, Russo-Turkish War

[image: A table lists the distribution of ships in the first through sixth fleets and the number of armoured ships, turret ships, sloops and steam vessels in different stations under different commanders-in-chief in February 1878 during the Russo-Turkish War. Continuation of the table that lists the distribution of ships in the first through sixth fleets and the number of armoured ships, turret ships, sloops and steam vessels in different stations under different commanders-in-chief in February 1878 during the Russo-Turkish War.]

Source PRO: ADM 8/157.

VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION

July–October 1893, Fashoda Incident

[image: A table lists the distribution of coast defence battleships, cruisers of different classes, sloops, gunboats and torpedo boats in different stations under different commanders-in-chief from July to October 1893 during the Fashoda Incident.]

Source PRO: ADM 8/172.

VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION




APPENDIX IV

Admirals and Officials

For most of the period covered by this volume, the office of Lord High Admiral of England, later Great Britain, was in commission, executed by a board of Lords Commissioners (the ‘Lords of the Admiralty’) made up of senior sea officers and civilian politicians. The head of this board, the First Lord of the Admiralty, was a civilian politician usually of Cabinet rank who acted and spoke in Parliament as the Navy’s responsible minister. The Senior or First Naval Lord (both terms were used) evolved in the course of the nineteenth century from a primarily political office, held by an admiral who (until Sir Maurice Berkeley in 1857) was also a member of Parliament, into the professional (and non-political) head of the Royal Navy, renamed by Sir John Fisher the First Sea Lord, and from 1917 holding concurrently the position of Chief of the Naval Staff. In 1964 the Sovereign assumed the office of Lord High Admiral, the Admiralty Board ceased to exist, and the title of ‘First Sea Lord’ remained as a colloquial synonym for the Chief of the Naval Staff. In June 2011, on his ninetieth birthday, HRH Prince Philip was granted the title of Lord High Admiral, which has been vacant since his death on 9 April 2021.

Lords High Admiral




	1827, May
	HRH The Duke of Clarence



	1964, Apr
	HM Queen Elizabeth II



	2011, Jun
	HRH Prince Philip





First Lords of the Admiralty




	1812, Mar
	Robert Dundas, 2nd Viscount Melville



	1828, Sep
	Robert Dundas, 2nd Viscount Melville



	1830, Nov
	Sir James Graham, 2nd Baronet



	1834, Jun
	George Eden, 2nd Baron Auckland



	1834, Dec
	Thomas de Grey, 2nd Earl de Grey



	1835, Apr
	George Eden, 2nd Baron Auckland



	1835, Sep
	Gilbert Elliot-Murray-Kynynmound, 2nd Earl Minto



	1841, Sep
	Thomas Hamilton, 9th Earl of Haddington



	1846, Jan
	Edward Law, 1st Earl of Ellenborough



	1846, Jul
	George Eden, 1st Earl of Auckland



	1849, Jan
	Sir Francis Baring, 3rd Baronet



	1852, Jan
	Sir James Graham, 2nd Baronet



	1852, Mar
	Algernon Percy, 4th Duke of Northumberland



	1855, Mar
	Sir Charles Wood, 3rd Baronet








	1858, Mar
	Sir John Pakington, 1st Baronet of Westwood



	1859, Jun
	Edward Seymour, 12th Duke of Somerset



	1866, Jul
	Sir John Pakington, 1st Baronet of Westwood



	1867, Mar
	The Hon. Henry Lowry-Corry



	1868, Dec
	Hugh Childers



	1871, Mar
	George Goschen



	1874, Mar
	George Ward Hunt



	1877, Aug
	William Henry Smith



	1880, May
	Thomas Baring, 1st Earl of Northbrook



	1885, Jul
	Lord George Hamilton



	1886, Feb
	George Robinson, 1st Marquess of Ripon



	1886, Aug
	Lord George Hamilton



	1892, Aug
	John, Earl Spencer



	1895, Jul
	George Goschen



	1900, Nov
	William Palmer, 2nd Earl of Selborne



	1905, Mar
	Frederick Campbell, 3rd Earl Cawdor



	1905, Dec
	Edward Marjoribanks, 2nd Baron Tweedmouth



	1908, Apr
	Reginald McKenna



	1911, Oct
	Winston Churchill



	1915, May
	Arthur Balfour








	1916, Dec
	Sir Edward Carson



	1917, Jul
	Sir Eric Geddes



	1919, Jan
	Walter Long



	1921, Feb
	Arthur Lee, 1st Baron of Fareham



	1922, Oct
	Leopold Amery



	1924, Jan
	Frederic Thesiger, 1st Viscount Chelmsford



	1924, Nov
	William Bridgeman



	1929, Jun
	Albert (A.V.) Alexander



	1931, Aug
	Sir Austen Chamberlain



	1931, Nov
	Sir Bolton Eyres-Monsell



	1936, Jun
	Sir Samuel Hoare, Bt



	1937, Oct
	Alfred Duff Cooper



	1938, Oct
	James, 7th Earl Stanhope



	1939, Sep
	Winston Churchill



	1940, May
	Albert Alexander



	1945, May
	Brendan Bracken



	1945, Aug
	Albert Alexander



	1946, Oct
	George Hall, later Viscount



	1951, May
	Francis, Lord Pakenham



	1951, Dec
	James Thomas, later 1st Viscount Cilcennin



	1956, Oct
	Quintin Hogg, 2nd Viscount Hailsham



	1957, Oct
	George Douglas-Hamilton, 10th Earl of Selkirk



	1959, Oct
	Peter, 6th Baron Carrington



	1963, Oct
	George, 2nd Earl Jellicoe





First or Senior Naval Lords




	1814, Aug
	Vice-Admiral Sir Joseph Yorke



	1818, Apr
	Vice-Admiral Sir Graham Moore



	1820, Mar
	Vice-Admiral Sir William Johnstone Hope





Senior Members of the Lord High Admiral’s Council




	1827, May
	Sir William Johnstone Hope



	1828, Mar
	Vice-Admiral Sir George Cockburn, 10th Bt





First or Senior Naval Lords




	1828, Sep
	Sir George Cockburn



	1830, Nov
	Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Masterman Hardy, 1st Bt



	1834, Aug
	Rear-Admiral the Hon. George Dundas



	1834, Nov
	Admiral Sir Charles Adam



	1834, Dec
	Sir George Cockburn



	1835, Apr
	Sir Charles Adam



	1841, Sep
	Sir George Cockburn



	1846, Jul
	Admiral Sir William Parker, 1st Bt



	1846, Jul
	Sir Charles Adam



	1847, Jul
	Rear-Admiral Sir James Deans Dundas



	1852, Feb
	Vice-Admiral The Hon. Maurice Berkeley



	1852, Mar
	Vice-Admiral Hyde Parker



	1854, Jun
	The Hon. Maurice Berkeley



	1857, Nov
	Vice-Admiral The Hon. Sir Richard Saunders Dundas



	1858, Mar
	Vice-Admiral William Fanshawe Martin



	1859, Jun
	Vice-Admiral The Hon. Sir Richard Saunders Dundas



	1861, Jun
	Vice-Admiral The Hon. Sir Frederick Grey



	1866, Jul
	Vice-Admiral Sir Alexander Milne



	1868, Dec
	Admiral Sir Sydney Dacres



	1872, Nov
	Sir Alexander Milne



	1876, Sep
	Admiral Sir Hastings Yelverton



	1877, Nov
	Sir George Wellesley



	1879, Sep
	Admiral Sir Astley Cooper Key



	1885, Jul
	Vice-Admiral Sir Arthur Hood



	1886, Feb
	Admiral Lord John Hay



	1886, Aug
	Sir Arthur Hood



	1889, Oct
	Admiral Sir Richard Vesey Hamilton



	1891, Sep
	Admiral Sir Anthony Hoskins



	1893, Nov
	Admiral Sir Frederick Richards



	1899, Aug
	Admiral Lord Walter Kerr





First Sea Lords




	1904, Oct
	Admiral Sir John Fisher



	1910, Jan
	Admiral Sir Arthur Wilson



	1911, Dec
	Admiral Sir Francis Bridgeman



	1912, Dec
	Admiral Prince Louis of Battenberg



	1914, Oct
	John Fisher, 1st Baron of Kilverstone



	1915, May
	Admiral Sir Henry Jackson



	1916, Dec
	Admiral Sir John Jellicoe



	1918, Jan
	Admiral Sir Rosslyn Wemyss



	1919, Nov
	Admiral of the Fleet David, 1st Earl Beatty



	1927, Jul
	Admiral of the Fleet Sir Charles Madden, 1st Bt.



	1930, Jul
	Admiral Sir Frederick Field



	1933, Jan
	Admiral Sir Ernle Chatfield, later Admiral of the Fleet Baron Chatfield



	1938, Sep
	Admiral Sir Roger Backhouse



	1939, Jun
	Admiral of the Fleet Sir Dudley Pound



	1943, Oct
	Admiral of the Fleet Sir Andrew Cunningham, 1st Bt, later Viscount Cunningham of Hyndhope



	1946, Jun
	Admiral Sir John Cunningham



	1948, Sep
	Admiral of the Fleet Baron Fraser of North Cape



	1951, Dec
	Admiral Sir Rhoderick McGrigor



	1955, Apr
	Admiral, later Admiral of the Fleet Earl Mountbatten of Burma



	1959, Oct
	Admiral Sir Charles Lambe



	1960, May
	Admiral Sir Caspar John



	1963, Aug
	Admiral Sir David Luce





Sources:

The London Gazette

Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford, 2004, 60 vols., continually kept up to date online)

Rodger, N. A. M., The Admiralty (Lavenham, 1979)

Sainty, J. C., Admiralty Officials, 1660–1870




APPENDIX V

Manpower

Total Seamen and Marines

[image: A line graph of the total seamen and marines between 1815 and 2009. The number of seamen and marines was 78,891 in 1816, 84,100 in 1861, 406,977 in 1919, 781,000 in 1945, 145,600 in 1953 and 68,200 in 1986.]
This graph represents the surviving statistics of British naval and Marine manpower from 1815 to 2009, which are available in detailed form only to 1855, thanks to the work of the 1859 Harwicke Commission (printed in HC 1859 Sess. I VI, 362 and HC 1868–9 XXXV, 1177–1179). Later statistics derive from the Navy Estimates (as reproduced in Whitaker’s Almanack), which (as their name implies) were forecasts produced to gain Parliamentary approval for naval expenditure. The figures for 1939–45 come from the Central Statistical Office pamphlet Fighting with Figures.




Abbreviations (in Main Text)




	AA
	Anti-Aircraft



	ACNS
	Assistant Chief of the Naval Staff



	AFD
	Admiralty Floating Dock



	AFO
	Admiralty Fleet Order



	AMC
	Armed Merchant Cruiser



	AOC
	Air Officer Commanding



	AP
	Armour-piercing



	AS
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	Ships of the Line



	Year
	Britain
	France
	Netherlands
	Spain
	Denmark
	Russia
	United States
	Austria





	1820
	112
	48
	7
	14
	3
	43
	7
	2



	1825
	96
	43
	6
	5
	3
	47
	7
	0



	1830
	82
	33
	5
	3
	4
	47
	7
	0



	1835
	80
	27
	5
	3
	6
	42
	7
	0



	1840
	77
	23
	5
	2
	6
	46
	7
	0



	1845
	77
	23
	4
	1
	6
	45
	6
	0



	1850
	73
	26
	5
	1
	5
	47
	7
	0



	1855
	81
	43
	5
	2
	6
	27
	10
	0



	1860
	87
	43
	2
	8
	7
	18
	17
	1





↩




	Cruisers



	Year
	Britain
	France
	Netherlands
	Spain
	Denmark
	Russia
	United States
	Austria





	1820
	101
	31
	14
	13
	5
	20
	7
	3



	1825
	86
	33
	16
	8
	7
	24
	9
	5



	1830
	100
	40
	17
	5
	8
	26
	10
	5



	1835
	90
	35
	16
	3
	7
	33
	10
	4



	1840
	76
	32
	17
	5
	7
	25
	11
	4



	1845
	68
	30
	17
	6
	8
	26
	12
	3



	1850
	146
	81
	13
	6
	8
	21
	12
	4



	1855
	166
	82
	31
	6
	7
	14
	22
	8



	1860
	226
	100
	44
	8
	8
	35
	29
	15





↩




	Steamers



	Year
	Britain
	France
	Netherlands
	Spain
	Denmark
	Russia
	United States
	Austria





	1820
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0



	1825
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0



	1830
	0
	5
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0



	1835
	11
	12
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0



	1840
	25
	27
	4
	1
	0
	6
	1
	0



	1845
	53
	55
	9
	5
	2
	14
	4
	0



	1850
	59
	64
	11
	15
	3
	15
	8
	4



	1855
	59
	61
	12
	21
	3
	10
	5
	5



	1860
	56
	53
	9
	19
	3
	10
	6
	4





↩




	Nation
	Britain
	United States



	Year
	Ships of the Line
	Ironclads
	Frigates
	Cruisers
	Ships of the Line
	Ironclads
	Frigates
	Cruisers





	1861
	70
	0
	50
	0
	2
	0
	20
	0



	1865
	72
	11
	51
	0
	0
	24
	9
	0



	1870
	60
	30
	37
	0
	0
	31
	15
	0



	1875
	51
	46
	38
	0
	0
	21
	17
	0



	1880
	45
	52
	29
	4
	0
	16
	12
	0



	1885
	39
	54
	18
	5
	0
	14
	8
	0



	1890
	34
	52
	14
	26
	0
	14
	4
	4



	1895
	32
	64
	12
	61
	0
	13
	4
	17



	1900
	29
	69
	12
	85
	0
	14
	4
	20



	1905
	24
	59
	10
	107
	0
	15
	3
	25





↩




	Nation
	France
	Russia



	Year
	Ships of the Line
	Ironclads
	Frigates
	Cruisers
	Ships of the Line
	Ironclads
	Frigates
	Cruisers





	1861
	40
	0
	59
	0
	9
	0
	5
	0



	1865
	37
	6
	44
	0
	5
	15
	6
	0



	1870
	24
	16
	34
	17
	5
	23
	8
	0



	1875
	14
	16
	26
	32
	2
	25
	6
	0



	1880
	8
	20
	12
	42
	2
	27
	5
	2



	1885
	0
	16
	8
	52
	1
	27
	4
	3



	1890
	0
	20
	2
	53
	1
	29
	4
	9



	1895
	0
	20
	1
	56
	0
	32
	4
	9



	1900
	0
	26
	0
	58
	0
	41
	0
	12



	1905
	0
	26
	0
	59
	0
	33
	0
	19





↩




	Nation
	Japan
	Prussia/Germany



	Year
	Ironclads
	Frigates
	Cruisers
	Ironclads
	Frigates
	Cruisers





	1861
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5
	0



	1865
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	0



	1870
	1
	2
	0
	4
	8
	0



	1875
	2
	5
	0
	4
	8
	0



	1880
	5
	5
	0
	10
	8
	1



	1885
	5
	5
	0
	12
	4
	3



	1890
	5
	9
	4
	12
	3
	10



	1895
	5
	8
	13
	21
	2
	19



	1900
	5
	6
	22
	25
	0
	25



	1905
	6
	5
	27
	34
	0
	38





↩




	Nation
	Italy
	Austria-Hungary



	Year
	Ships of the Line
	Ironclads
	Frigates
	Cruisers
	Ships of the Line
	Ironclads
	Frigates
	Cruisers





	1861
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	6
	0



	1865
	1
	7
	12
	0
	1
	5
	7
	0



	1870
	1
	14
	10
	0
	0
	7
	4
	0



	1875
	1
	17
	9
	0
	0
	7
	1
	0



	1880
	0
	14
	3
	0
	0
	11
	1
	0



	1885
	0
	14
	3
	0
	0
	11
	0
	0



	1890
	0
	17
	3
	13
	0
	11
	0
	3



	1895
	0
	19
	2
	26
	0
	10
	0
	6



	1900
	0
	18
	2
	29
	0
	11
	0
	7



	1905
	0
	15
	0
	31
	0
	10
	0
	10





↩




	Nation
	Britain
	United States



	Year
	Battleships
	Aircraft Carriers
	Cruisers
	Battleships
	Aircraft Carriers
	Cruisers





	1906
	65
	0
	121
	13
	0
	29



	1910
	60
	0
	126
	26
	0
	40



	1915
	72
	4
	122
	33
	0
	38



	1917
	66
	10
	120
	37
	0
	37



	1918
	64
	11
	124
	38
	0
	36



	1919
	58
	11
	121
	39
	0
	34



	1920
	47
	8
	120
	39
	0
	33



	1925
	22
	6
	50
	17
	1
	31



	1930
	20
	7
	56
	17
	3
	33



	1935
	15
	7
	52
	14
	4
	27



	1939
	14
	8
	62
	14
	6
	33



	1940
	14
	7
	65
	14
	6
	38



	1941
	13
	8
	69
	14
	7
	38



	1942
	13
	10
	68
	14
	9
	38



	1943
	13
	14
	61
	18
	16
	42



	1944
	13
	43
	65
	20
	54
	50



	1945
	10
	51
	63
	24
	92
	61



	1946
	10
	47
	64
	24
	111
	75



	1947
	11
	19
	32
	23
	49
	36



	1948
	11
	19
	32
	23
	51
	36



	1949
	5
	16
	30
	16
	51
	39



	1950
	5
	15
	29
	16
	51
	41



	1955
	5
	17
	26
	16
	52
	42





↩




	Nation
	France
	Russia/Soviet Union



	Year
	Battleships
	Aircraft Carriers
	Cruisers
	Battleships
	Aircraft Carriers
	Cruisers





	1906
	27
	0
	73
	17
	0
	17



	1910
	30
	0
	65
	10
	0
	19



	1915
	31
	1
	44
	17
	1
	17



	1917
	30
	4
	40
	18
	8
	18



	1918
	29
	5
	37
	17
	8
	16



	1919
	29
	5
	35
	7
	4
	15



	1920
	28
	1
	29
	5
	2
	13



	1925
	9
	0
	18
	3
	0
	3



	1930
	9
	1
	17
	3
	0
	5



	1935
	9
	2
	19
	3
	0
	5



	1939
	8
	2
	20
	3
	0
	8



	1940
	8
	2
	19
	3
	0
	9



	1941
	7
	2
	19
	3
	0
	10



	1942
	7
	2
	19
	2
	0
	8



	1943
	4
	1
	12
	2
	0
	7



	1944
	4
	1
	12
	2
	0
	8



	1945
	3
	0
	12
	3
	0
	10



	1946
	2
	1
	12
	3
	0
	10



	1947
	2
	1
	12
	3
	0
	9



	1948
	2
	1
	12
	3
	0
	9



	1949
	2
	1
	14
	4
	0
	10



	1950
	3
	1
	14
	3
	0
	12



	1955
	2
	3
	11
	3
	0
	28





↩




	Nation
	Japan
	Germany/West Germany



	Year
	Battleships
	Aircraft Carriers
	Cruisers
	Battleships
	Aircraft Carriers
	Cruisers





	1906
	7
	0
	21
	24
	0
	37



	1910
	14
	0
	26
	24
	0
	50



	1915
	22
	1
	27
	40
	0
	35



	1917
	22
	1
	25
	33
	0
	31



	1918
	23
	1
	24
	35
	0
	30



	1919
	23
	1
	24
	35
	0
	32



	1920
	23
	1
	26
	18
	0
	19



	1925
	10
	2
	28
	8
	0
	8



	1930
	9
	4
	39
	7
	0
	8



	1935
	9
	6
	40
	3
	0
	9



	1939
	9
	9
	44
	1
	0
	9



	1940
	10
	11
	44
	4
	0
	10



	1941
	10
	12
	45
	5
	0
	8



	1942
	11
	15
	46
	5
	0
	8



	1943
	10
	14
	39
	4
	0
	8



	1944
	9
	13
	40
	3
	0
	8



	1945
	5
	6
	17
	1
	0
	8



	1946
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



	1947
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



	1948
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



	1949
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



	1950
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



	1955
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0





↩




	Nation
	Italy
	Austria-Hungary



	Year
	Battleships
	Aircraft Carriers
	Cruisers
	Battleships
	Aircraft Carriers
	Cruisers





	1906
	14
	0
	33
	8
	0
	10



	1910
	15
	0
	29
	11
	0
	10



	1915
	16
	0
	29
	16
	0
	11



	1917
	15
	0
	26
	17
	0
	12



	1918
	14
	0
	26
	16
	0
	12



	1919
	14
	0
	24
	 
	 
	 



	1920
	14
	0
	23
	 
	 
	 



	1925
	7
	0
	14
	 
	 
	 



	1930
	4
	0
	14
	 
	 
	 



	1935
	4
	0
	24
	 
	 
	 



	1939
	4
	0
	23
	 
	 
	 



	1940
	4
	0
	22
	 
	 
	 



	1941
	5
	0
	21
	 
	 
	 



	1942
	5
	0
	14
	 
	 
	 



	1943
	6
	0
	12
	 
	 
	 



	1944
	5
	0
	9
	 
	 
	 



	1945
	5
	0
	9
	 
	 
	 



	1946
	5
	0
	9
	 
	 
	 



	1947
	5
	0
	9
	 
	 
	 



	1948
	5
	0
	9
	 
	 
	 



	1949
	2
	0
	7
	 
	 
	 



	1950
	2
	0
	6
	 
	 
	 



	1955
	2
	0
	5
	 
	 
	 





↩







	Rates
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	Sloops





	East Indies (Gage)
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	3
	5



	Cape of Good Hope (Christian)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	2
	3



	South America (Otway)
	 
	1
	 
	 
	3
	3
	3



	West Indies (Fleming)
	 
	 
	 
	1
	2
	1
	11



	North America (Lyle)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	2



	Lakes of Canada (Barrie)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1



	Mediterranean (Codrington)
	 
	1
	2
	1
	4
	2
	15



	Lisbon (Beauclerk)
	 
	 
	3
	 
	1
	 
	2



	Coast of Africa (Collier)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	2



	Cork (Champion)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	4



	Plymouth (Northesk)
	1
	1
	1
	 
	 
	 
	4



	Portsmouth (Stopford)
	1
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	1



	Chatham (Blackwood)
	1
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	3



	Particular Service
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	4
	6





↩




	Rates
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	Sloops
	Steam Vessels





	East Indies (Elliot)
	 
	 
	3
	 
	2
	4
	10
	 



	Brazils and Cape of Good Hope (King)
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	2
	7
	 



	Coast of Africa (?)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 



	Pacific (Ross)
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	3
	3
	 



	North America and West Indies (Harvey)
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	3
	10
	10



	Lakes of Canada (Sandown)
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	3



	Mediterranean (Stopford)
	1
	7
	6
	 
	2
	6
	4
	12



	Lisbon (Coffin)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 



	Plymouth (Moore)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Portsmouth (Codrington)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Sheerness (Digby)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Particular Service
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 





↩




	Rates
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	Sloops
	Steam Vessels





	East Indies, China and Australia (Stirling)
	 
	 
	 
	2
	1
	3
	11
	 



	Cape of Good Hope (Trotter)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	4
	 



	West Coast of Africa (Adams)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	7
	3



	South-East Coast of America (Hope Johnstone)
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	2
	 



	West Coast of America (Bruce)
	 
	1
	 
	1
	1
	3
	1
	 



	North America and West Indies (Fanshaw)
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1
	2
	8
	 



	Mediterranean (Lyons)
	2
	8
	 
	1
	6
	9
	8
	9



	Baltic (Dundas)
	2
	9
	9
	3
	3
	8
	10
	7



	Plymouth (Parker)
	1
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Portsmouth (Cochrane)
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2



	Sheerness (Gordon)
	1
	1
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Woolwich (Shepherd)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	2



	Cork (Carroll)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1



	Particular Service
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	3
	3





↩




	Rates
	Armoured Ships
	Turret Ships
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	Sloops
	Steam Vessels





	East Indies (Heath)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1
	3
	 



	China (Kellett)
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	3
	1



	Australia (Stirling)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	2
	 



	Cape of Good Hope and West Coast of Africa (Dowell)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	1



	South-East Coast of America (Bedingfeld)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 



	Pacific (Farquhar)
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	3
	 



	North America and West Indies (Wellesley)
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	5
	4
	 



	Mediterranean (Milne)
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 



	Channel (Yelverton)
	5
	2
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	 
	 
	1



	Devonport (Codrington)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2



	Portsmouth (Hope)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3



	Sheerness (Elliot)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2



	Woolwich (Inglis)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Pembroke (Hall)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Queenstown (Forbes)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Particular Service
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	6
	 
	3
	 
	1





↩




	Rates
	Armoured Ships
	Turret Ships
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	Sloops
	Steam Vessels





	East Indies (Corbett)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1
	3
	 



	China (Hillyar)
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	1
	 



	Australia (Hoskins)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	1
	 



	Cape of Good Hope and West Coast of Africa (Sullivan)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	1



	South-East Coast of America (Carter)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 



	Pacific (De Horsey)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	2
	4
	 



	North America and West Indies (Cooper Key)
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	1
	 



	Mediterranean (Phipps Hornby)
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1
	2
	1



	Channel (Hay)
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Devonport (Symonds)
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2



	Portsmouth (Elliot)
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3



	Sheerness (King-Hall)
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1



	Greenwich (Sharp)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Pembroke (Parkin)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Queenstown (Hillyar)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Particular Service
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1





↩




	Battleships
	Cruisers
	Others



	Rates
	 
	Coast Defence
	1st Class
	2nd Class
	3rd Class
	Sloops
	Gun Boats
	Torpedo Boats





	East Indies (Kennedy)
	 
	1
	 
	1
	3
	 
	3
	4



	China (Freemantle)
	 
	 
	1
	3
	4
	1
	9
	 



	Australia (Bowden-Smith)
	 
	 
	1
	 
	7
	 
	3
	1



	Cape of Good Hope and West Coast of Africa (Bedford)
	 
	1
	 
	1
	5
	1
	4
	 



	South-East Coast of America (Lang)
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	3
	 
	 



	Pacific (Stephenson)
	 
	 
	1
	 
	5
	 
	1
	 



	North America and West Indies (Hopkins)
	 
	 
	1
	 
	6
	 
	1
	 



	Mediterranean (Culme-Seymour)
	10
	 
	1
	3
	3
	4
	1
	2



	Channel (Fairfax)
	3
	 
	3
	 
	1
	 
	 
	1



	Plymouth (Lyons)
	2
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7
	6



	Portsmouth (Clanwilliam)
	1
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	12
	6



	Sheerness (Heneage)
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	2



	Chatham
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Pembroke (Cochrane)
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Queenstown (St John)
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Particular Service
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 



	Training Squadron
	 
	 
	 
	2
	2
	 
	 
	 





↩
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Steam

Rates 1st 2nd 3rd 4th sth 6th Sloops Vessels
East Indies (Elliot) 3 2 4 10

Brazils and Cape of Good Hope (King) 1 1 2 7

Coast of Africa (?) 2

Pacific (Ross) 1 3 3

North America and West Indies (Harvey) 1 1 3 10 10
Lakes of Canada (Sandown) 1 3
Mediterranean (Stopford) 1 7 6 2 6 4 12
Lisbon (Coffin) 1
Plymouth (Moore)

Portsmouth (Codrington)

Sheerness (Digby)

Particular Service 1
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Nation Italy Austria-Hungary
Ships of Ships of

Year  the Line Ironclads Frigates Cruisers the Line Ironclads Frigates Cruisers

1861 0 0 0 0 1 0 6 0
1865 1 7 12 0 1 5 7 0
1870 1 14 10 0 0 7 4 0
1875 1 17 9 0 0 7 1 0
1880 0 14 3 0 0 11 1 0
1885 0 14 3 0 0 11 0 0
1890 0 17 3 13 0 11 0 3
1895 0 19 2 26 0 10 0 6
1900 0 18 2 29 0 11 0 7
1905 0 15 0 31 0 10 0 10
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Nation France Russia/Soviet Union

Aircraft Aircraft
Year Battleships ~ Carriers ~ Cruisers  Battleships ~ Carriers  Cruisers
1906 27 0 73 17 0 17
1910 30 0 65 10 0 19
1915 31 1 44 17 1 17
1917 30 4 40 18 8 18
1918 29 5 37 17 8 16
1919 29 5 35 7 4 15
1920 28 1 29 5 2 13
1925 9 0 18 3 0 3
1930 9 1 17 3 0 5
1935 9 2 19 3 0 5
1939 8 2 20 3 0 8
1940 8 2 19 3 0 9
1941 7 2 19 3 0 10
1942 7 2 19 2 0 8
1943 4 1 12 2 0 7
1944 4 1 12 2 0 8
1945 3 0 12 3 0 10
1946 2 1 12 3 0 10
1947 2 1 12 3 0 9
1948 2 1 12 3 0 9
1949 2 1 14 4 0 10
1950 3 1 14 3 0 12
1955 2 3 11 3 0 28
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Ships of the Line

Year Britain France Netherlands Spain Denmark Russia United States Austria

1820 112 48 7 14 3 43 7 2
1825 96 43 6 5 3 47 7 0
1830 82 33 5 3 4 47 7 0
1835 80 27 5 3 6 42 7 0
1840 77 23 5 2 6 46 7 0
1845 77 23 4 1 6 45 6 0
1850 73 26 5 1 5 47 7 0
1855 81 43 5 2 6 27 10 0
1860 87 43 2 8 7 18 17 1
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Nation Britain United States

Ships of Ships of
Year  theLine Ironclads Frigates Cruisers the Line Ironclads Frigates Cruisers
1861 70 0 50 0 2 0 20 0
1865 72 11 51 0 0 24 9 0
1870 60 30 37 0 0 31 15 0
1875 51 46 38 0 0 21 17 0
1880 45 52 29 4 0 16 12 0
1885 39 54 18 5 0 14 8 0
1890 34 52 14 26 0 14 4 4
1895 32 64 12 61 0 13 4 17
1900 29 69 12 85 0 14 4 20
1905 24 59 10 107 0 15 3 25
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Battleships Cruisers Others

Coast st 2nd  3rd Gun Torpedo

Rates Defence Class Class Class Sloops Boats  Boats
East Indies (Kennedy) 1 1 3 3 4
China (Freemantle) 1 3 4 1 9
Australia 1 7 3 1
(Bowden-Smith)
Cape of Good Hope and 1 1 5 1 4
West Coast of Africa
(Bedford)
South-East Coast of 1 3
America (Lang)
Pacific (Stephenson) 1 5 1
North America and West 1 6 1
Indies (Hopkins)
Mediterranean 10 1 3 3 4 1 2
(Culme-Seymour)
Channel (Fairfax) 3 3 1 1
Plymouth (Lyons) 2 1 7
Portsmouth 1 1 12 6
(Clanwilliam)
Sheerness (Heneage) 1 3 2
Chatham
Pembroke (Cochrane) 1
Queenstown (St John) 1
Particular Service 2

Training Squadron 2 2
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Nation Italy Austria-Hungary

Aircraft Aircraft

Year Battleships Carriers Cruisers Battleships Carriers Cruisers
1906 14 0 33 8 0 10
1910 15 0 29 11 0 10
1915 16 0 29 16 0 1
1917 15 0 26 17 0 12
1918 14 0 26 16 0 12
1919 14 0 24

1920 14 0 23

1925 7 0 14

1930 4 0 14

1935 4 0 24

1939 4 0 23

1940 4 0 22

1941 5 0 21

1942 5 0 14

1943 6 0 12

1944 5 0 9

1945 5 0 9

1946 5 0 9

1947 5 0 9

1948 5 0 9

1949 2 0 7

1950 2 0 6

1955 2 0 5
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Steamers

Year Britain France Netherlands Spain Denmark Russia United States Austria

1820 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
1825 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
1830 0 5 1 0 0 1 0 0
1835 11 12 1 1 0 1 0 0
1840 25 27 4 1 0 6 1 0
1845 53 55 9 5 2 14 4 0
1850 59 64 11 15 3 15 8 4
1855 59 61 12 21 3 10 5 5
1860 56 53 9 19 3 10 6 4
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Nation Japan Prussia/Germany

Year Ironclads Frigates Cruisers Ironclads Frigates Cruisers
1861 0 0 0 0 5 0
1865 0 0 0 0 8 0
1870 1 2 0 4 8 0
1875 2 5 0 4 8 0
1880 5 5 0 10 8 1
1885 5 5 0 12 4 3
1890 5 9 4 12 3 10
1895 5 8 13 21 2 19
1900 5 6 22 25 0 25
1905 6 5 27 34 0 38
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Cruisers

Year Britain France Netherlands Spain Denmark Russia United States Austria

1820 101 31 14 13 5 20 7 3
1825 86 33 16 8 7 24 9 5
1830 100 40 17 5 8 26 10 5
1835 90 35 16 3 7 33 10 4
1840 76 32 17 5 7 25 11 4
1845 68 30 17 6 8 26 12 3
1850 146 81 13 6 8 21 12 4
1855 166 82 31 6 7 14 22 8
1860 226 100 44 8 8 35 29 15
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Rates st 2nd 3rd 4th sth 6th Sloops Vessels

East Indies, China and Australia (Stirling) 2 1 3 11
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Johnstone)

West Coast of America (Bruce) 1 1 1 3 1
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3

Particular Service 1 1 3
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Armoured Turret Steam
Rates Ships ~ Ships 1st 2nd 3rd 4th sth 6th Sloops Vessels

East Indies (Corbett) 1 1 3
China (Hillyar) 1 3 1
Australia (Hoskins) 3 1
Cape of Good Hope and 1 1
West Coast of Africa
(Sullivan)
South-East Coast of 1
America (Carter)
Pacific (De Horsey) 1 2
North America and West 1 1 1 1
Indies (Cooper Key)
Mediterranean (Phipps 11 1 1 2 1
Hornby)
Channel (Hay) 3
Devonport (Symonds) 1 2
Portsmouth (Elliot) 1
Sheerness (King-Hall) 1 1
Greenwich (Sharp)
Pembroke (Parkin)
Queenstown (Hillyar) 1
Particular Service 1 1





EPUB/images/p669.png
Rates st 2nd 3rd 4th sth  6th  Sloops

East Indies (Gage) 1 3 5
Cape of Good Hope (Christian) 1 2 3
South America (Otway) 1 3 3 3
West Indies (Fleming) 1 2 1 11
North America (Lyle) 1 1 2
Lakes of Canada (Barrie) 1
Mediterranean (Codrington) 1 2 1 4 2 15
Lisbon (Beauclerk) 3 1 2
Coast of Africa (Collier) 1 1 2
Cork (Champion) 1 4
Plymouth (Northesk) 1 1 1 4
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Nation Britain United States

Aircraft Aircraft
Year Battleships Carriers Cruisers Battleships Carriers Cruisers
1906 65 0 121 13 0 29
1910 60 0 126 26 0 40
1915 72 4 122 33 0 38
1917 66 10 120 37 0 37
1918 64 1 124 38 0 36
1919 58 1 121 39 0 34
1920 47 8 120 39 0 33
1925 22 6 50 17 1 31
1930 20 7 56 17 3 33
1935 15 7 52 14 4 27
1939 14 8 62 14 6 33
1940 14 7 65 14 6 38
1941 13 8 69 14 7 38
1942 13 10 68 14 9 38
1943 13 14 61 18 16 42
1944 13 43 65 20 54 50
1945 10 51 63 24 92 61
1946 10 47 64 24 111 75
1947 11 19 32 23 49 36
1948 11 19 32 23 51 36
1949 5 16 30 16 51 39
1950 5 15 29 16 51 41
1955 5 17 26 16 52 42
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Nation France Russia

Ships of Ships of
Year  theLine Ironclads Frigates Cruisers the Line Ironclads Frigates Cruisers
1861 40 0 59 0 9 0 5 0
1865 37 6 44 0 5 15 6 0
1870 24 16 34 17 5 23 8 0
1875 14 16 26 32 2 25 6 0
1880 8 20 12 42 2 27 5 2
1885 0 16 8 52 1 27 4 3
1890 0 20 2 53 1 29 4 9
1895 0 20 1 56 0 32 4 9
1900 0 26 0 58 0 41 0 12
1905 0 26 0 59 0 33 0 19
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Aircraft Aircraft
Year Battleships Carriers Cruisers Battleships Carriers Cruisers
1906 7 0 21 24 0 37
1910 14 0 26 24 0 50
1915 22 1 27 40 0 35
1917 22 1 25 33 0 31
1918 23 1 24 35 0 30
1919 23 1 24 35 0 32
1920 23 1 26 18 0 19
1925 10 2 28 8 0 8
1930 9 4 39 7 0 8
1935 9 6 40 3 0 9
1939 9 9 44 1 0 9
1940 10 1 44 4 0 10
1941 10 12 45 5 0 8
1942 11 15 46 5 0 8
1943 10 14 39 4 0 8
1944 9 13 40 3 0 8
1945 5 6 17 1 0 8
1946 0 0 0 0 0 0
1947 0 0 0 0 0 0
1948 0 0 0 0 0 0
1949 0 0 0 0 0 0
1950 0 0 0 0 0 0
1955 0 0 0 0 0 0





