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There have been many articles and books written about the will of God. Some people feel that everything that happens is the will of God. Some feel that nothing is His will.  How can we know the truth?

I guess the first question would be why I think I know anything about this subject.  What I do hope to do is explore what the Bible reveals to me about the subject.

Sometimes, in the midst of the world’s very worst tragedies, I hear someone say, “It is God’s will.”  Is this really true?  Does God will bad things to happen?  There is a reason people say this.  If God is all powerful, then everything that happens must be His will.  

I have a problem with this reasoning.  The first is that if everything that happens is the will of God and is therefore preordained, I bear no responsibility for my actions.  I simply have no choice, since the all-powerful God has already determined the course of events, and whatever I do is what He has already chosen for me to do.  Therefore, if I choose to sin, I can be held no more responsible than someone who chooses to obey. 

This leads to the conclusion that as a pawn in a chess game, my life is totally determined by someone else.  I cannot blame the pawn for the loss of the match nor the rook, nor even the queen.  The responsibility for the success or failure of the match rests with the person moving the pieces.  So, if God is totally in charge of the movement all of the pieces in life, that is, all the people, then the ultimate victory or failure is His.

If this is true, then God has already determined who will be rewarded and who will be punished.  I cannot believe that this is the will of the God I believe in.  If His will is always done, and people still perish, then He is a capricious God and not a loving Father. 

If everything that happens in life is God’s will, then going all the way back to the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve would have been punished for simply doing what God had determined they had to do.  Sin and rebellion would not have been a choice, but an obligation.  So, then why would they have been punished? Because the God Who exerted His will to force them to rebel would have been punishing them because it was His will to do so.  This is more in line with the gods of Olympus than the God of the Bible.

If everything is God’s will, then the people of Israel were forced to wander forty years in the wilderness for simply doing what God had chosen for them to do.  They could have done nothing less, or they would be more powerful than God.

I guess that is part of the problem.  How do I see God as all-knowing and all-powerful if everything is not His will?  How do I reconcile His power with His not being in total control?

We can learn about this from the life of Job.  God did not say to Satan, “I want you to go and test my servant, Job.”  He commended Job for his righteous nature.  God was questioned by Satan.  “Does Job serve You for nothing?”  This is where we often get into trouble- questioning God.  We cannot accept that He expects us to serve Him out of love no matter the circumstances.  We want to find reasoning in an often unreasonable world, so we apply the little axiom that it is all God’s will.

Job’s suffering and loss were not God’s will. They were things that God allowed to happen, but they were not caused by God.  If they were, then we cannot even blame Satan for attempting to get Job to renounce God.  He would have had no choice in the matter.  

As Job’s friends and wife tried to get him to confess to sin in his life, he never said, “This is God’s will, even though I am innocent.”  He didn’t understand what was going on, but he believed that God would ultimately redeem him.  That indeed is the will of God.  He wants to redeem everyone. 

So, if everything in life is the will of God, then why is there a need for redemption?  This would make a mockery of all that the Bible teaches.  I would not need to confess my sins, since they would only be God’s will.  Indeed, by the very fact that I was confessing I would be saying that God didn’t know what He was doing.  Of course, if everything is His will, I would have no choice but to confess if I did, and no choice not to if I didn’t.

One other example of where this leads us; if everything that happens is God’s will, then Jesus’s death on the cross was God’s will and those who condemned Him should be held no more accountable than those who followed Him.  This for me is the crux of the whole matter.  My understanding of the Bible tells me that it wasn’t God’s will for Adam and Eve sin, but that they obey.  It teaches me that God had a plan for the nation of Israel, but they chose to go in another direction.  It also tells me that God wasn’t just arbitrarily toying with Job to see His reaction.  Most importantly, it tells me that Christ’s death was not ordained by God. 

I am a firm believer in free will.  If there is no free will, then there is no need for me to be concerned with my actions.  If it is all determined beforehand, then I can only do what God has dictated.  This is not what I read in the Bible.

God wanted Adam and Eve to be obedient and gave them the ability to do so.  He also gave them the ability to rebel.  In order for this to be a real choice, God had to allow for His will to not be done.  Some would say that this makes Him less than all-powerful, but if God does not have the power to allow for rebellion against His will, then He has limited Himself to being a dictator.  If salvation of mankind is God’s will, and if everything that happens is His will, then sin would truly be an insanity on God’s part.  He would be willing that some people would sin so that others could be saved because He decided that was the way it would be even before the world was created.  That is not the God that I see in the Bible or know in my heart.  

We have more and more become a people of sight and not faith.  I believe this is an outgrowth of attempting to make everything God’s will.  We do not simply ask in faith that God makes His will known to us.  We begin to put conditions on His will.  If God really wants me to do this, then the following must be seen.  So, on the one hand, we claim to believe that everything is His will, when they get to heaven.  They are going to begin to extol their great works, and He is going to tell them to depart, for He never knew them.  When we feel that we are in a position to glorify ourselves before God, then we have totally missed the calling that God has given us.  We are to in all things glorify Him. 

Others will be surprised by Jesus telling them of the things they did for Him.  That is the position that we should all want to be in.  God knows not only the deed, but the reasoning behind the deed.  When we are doing His will with no thought about how wonderful that makes us, then we are truly in His control while at the same time putting in our own checks for His will based on our abilities.        

That is why we are too often like the spies on the verge of entering the Promised Land.  We see giants everywhere and are intimidated by the world.  Then, we spend all our time wandering in the wilderness.  Only two of the twelve spies saw the Promised Land through God’s promise, and they were rejected by the majority.  This was not God’s will for the people of Israel.

Those who were afraid to enter the Promised Land the first time Israel reached it never got to go in, but the two faithful spies did.   Since they didn’t trust God, they paid the price of never reaching the Promised Land.  How often do we get within the reach of victory only to let the giants keep us away?  When
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