
		MICHAEL DELL

		University of Texas at Austin

		

		2003

		
			As you start your journey, the first thing you should do is throw away that store-bought map and begin to draw your own.

			Billionaire businessman and philanthropist MICHAEL DELL started his computer business in his freshman year at the University of Texas at Austin. He was so successful that he dropped out and built Dell Technologies into one of the largest technology infrastructure companies in the world.

		

	
		
			
				JON BON JOVI

				Rutgers University, Camden

				

				2015

			

			
				IT’S OKAY TO MAP OUT YOUR FUTURE—BUT DO IT IN PENCIL.

			

		

		Singer-songwriter JON BON JOVI is the founder and frontman of the Grammy Award–winning rock band Bon Jovi. He is also an actor, the majority owner of a football team, and head of a charitable foundation that serves the homeless.

	
		
			ADMIRAL WILLIAM H.MCRAVEN

			
				UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

			

			
				2014
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		If you make your bed every morning you will have accomplished the first task of the day. It will give you a small sense of pride, and it will encourage you to do another task and another and another. By the end of the day, that one task completed will have turned into many tasks completed. Making your bed will also reinforce the fact that little things in life matter. If you can’t do the little things right, you will never be able to do the big things right.

		Four-star ADMIRAL WILLIAM H. MCRAVEN returned to his alma mater to give advice based on his experience training to be a U.S. Navy SEAL. His first lesson was so original and doable that his speech became a bestselling book.

	
		PATTI SMITH

		Pratt Institute

		

		2010

		
			My greatest urge is to speak to you of dental care…you want at night to be pacing the floor because your muse is burning inside of you…[not] because you need a damn root canal. So, floss, salt, baking soda, get them professionally cleaned…Take care of your damned teeth.

			PATTI SMITH is a singer-songwriter, musician, author, and poet who was influential in the New York City punk rock scene in the late 1970s and continues to perform today. Her memoir Just Kids won a National Book Award.

		

	
		STEPHEN COLBERT

		Wake Forest College

		

		2015

		
			And if there’s one thing you need…it’s your own set of standards….Once you leave here, you may miss being graded…. From now on, you fill out your own report card. So do yourself a favor: Be an easy grader. Score yourself on a curve. Give yourself extra credit. You are your own professor now…. You have tenure. They can’t fire you.

			STEPHEN COLBERT (see also this page) is a comedian, television host, writer, producer, and political commentator. Colbert compared a personal transition of his own to that of the class: it's time to say goodbye to the person we’ve become and to make some decisions about the person we want to be.

		

	
		
			
				GEORGE W. BUSH

				Yale University

				

				2001

			

			
				TO THOSE OF YOU WHO RECEIVED HONORS, AWARDS, AND DISTINCTIONS, I SAY, WELL DONE. AND TO THE “C” STUDENTS, I SAY, YOU, TOO, CAN BE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

			

		

		GEORGE W. BUSH served as the forty-third president of the United States from 2001 to 2009. He returned to his alma mater to give this address.

	
		GEORGE SAUNDERS

		Syracuse University

		

		2013

		
			What I regret most in my life are failures of kindness. Those moments when another human being was there, in front of me, suffering, and I responded…sensibly. Reservedly. Mildly…. As a goal in life…Try to be kinder.

			GEORGE SAUNDERS is an award-winning short story writer, novelist, essayist, and professor. His commencement speech was turned into a New York Times bestselling book, Congratulations, by the Way: Some Thoughts on Kindness.
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				JIMMY BUFFETT

				University of Miami

				

				2015

			

			
				BE SANTA CLAUS WHEN YOU CAN.

			

		

		Singer-songwriter, musician, and entrepreneur JIMMY BUFFETT gave his speech in flip-flops and offered a checklist of advice, including repaying the gift of your education by paying it forward.

	
		TONI MORRISON

		Wellesley College

		

		2004

		
			You are your own stories and therefore free to imagine and experience what it means to be human without wealth. What it feels like to be human without domination over others, without reckless arrogance, without fear of others unlike you, without rotating, rehearsing, and reinventing the hatreds you learned in the sandbox. And although you don’t have complete control over the narrative—no author does, I can tell you—you could nevertheless create it.

			TONI MORRISON was a novelist, essayist, editor, professor, and the recipient of the Nobel Prize for Literature, a Pulitzer Prize, and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Her writing examines the experience of Black Americans, and she is one of the most celebrated authors in the country.

		

	
		
			LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA

			
				UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

			

			
				2016
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		Every story you choose to tell, by necessity, omits others from the larger narrative….This act of choosing—the stories we tell versus the stories we leave out—will reverberate across the rest of your life.

		LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA is a writer, composer, and performance artist probably best known for his Broadway production of Hamilton: An American Musical. He is also the recipient of Pulitzer, Grammy, Tony, and MacArthur Awards.

	
		BARACK OBAMA

		Ohio State University

		

		2013

		
			As Americans, we are blessed with God-given talents and inalienable rights…And as citizens, we understand that it’s not about what America can do for us; it’s about what can be done by us, together, through the hard and frustrating but absolutely necessary work of self-government.

			BARACK OBAMA (see also this page) was the forty-fourth president of the United States from 2009 to 2017, the first African American to serve. In this speech, he expressed concerns about our society’s celebrating individual ambition above all else.
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