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Preface

[image: image]


I have written this book at the urging of the Holy Spirit. His prompting is for me to share with the world what a marriage God’s way looks like. That is the purpose of this writing. In this book you will learn how God reconciled Ronnie Calloway and myself after seven years of divorce first to Himself and then to one another. To the best of our ability, we followed His instructions. God desires that all married couples experience a love that will not let you go. Love from Him and love from your spouse. You can have love and peace like you never dreamed possible. All God needs are two willing and yielded disciples to obey Him. Follow God’s instructions and receive God’s results. The benefits are miraculous and so much fun.
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Chapter 1
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A Marriage God’s Way
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No, no, no, God I won’t listen to Ronnie Calloway. You know he’s a liar You know I can’t trust him!! God said to me, “I’m not asking you to trust him right now, I’m asking you to trust Me with all of your heart, and lean not to your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Me and I will direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:1-6 AMP) I was furious!!

That was my response to God before He miraculously reconciled Ronnie and myself, first to Himself and then to one another. This reconciliation and restoration came after seven years of an ugly divorce. My goal in writing this book is not to dwell on the gory details of the previous marriage and the divorce; on the contrary, my heartfelt desire is to give you a glimpse of the beautiful twenty-four-year marriage God gave to us after we finally obeyed Him. God always has a plan and a purpose for everything He does and asks us to do. Sadly, sometimes we miss His plan as I almost did.

God said to me, “I want you to listen to Ronnie Calloway.” When I heard that, I was furious. I certainly did not want to do that. God didn’t tell me to marry him, just to listen to him; so, I reluctantly obeyed. I didn’t realize that Ronnie had prayed and asked God to give him back his family. That made no difference to me because I didn’t want him back.* Please find details of this in my first book Love That Would Not Let Me Go.

Once I realized what God was trying to do through us, I started to pay attention. He said to me, “I will restore to you the years the locust has eaten-the hopping locust, the stripping locust, and the crawling locust, My great army which I sent among you. And you shall eat in plenty and be satisfied and praise the name of the Lord, your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you. And My people shall never be put to shame.” (Joel 2:25-26) I still didn’t want to deal with Ronnie Calloway again. However, I thought, maybe that meant God will give me a house as a part of that restoration. The last house we owned in Georgia was repossessed. 

One day after praying and then being quiet, the Lord told me, “I will restore to you the quality of the years you lost in your former marriage.” The quality of years? I didn’t know what that meant yet, I reluctantly obeyed God as only He knew I would. 

Keep in mind God didn’t tell me to marry Ronnie right then; He instructed me just to listen to Him. As I listened to Ronnie consistently day after day, I heard a new man. Please don’t think I just fell into Ronnie’s arms and we started all over again. No, I sent him through a rigorous inquisition. I questioned him about all of his prior devilish lifestyle. To my knowledge he was honest with me. He admitted to me everything I asked and volunteered even more than I asked.

*Again, I refer you to my previous book Love That Would Not Let Me Go for all of those details.

After my listening to Ronnie and his wooing me for approximately three months, he proposed. In February 1996, Ronnie got down on one knee and asked me to marry him. I said, “Yes.” By that time, I had actually started having fun with him. It was difficult for me to believe that I had come to this place of forgiveness and reconciliation. It was only through prayer and the grace of God that this was happening. We prayed a lot. I thought about Luther Vandross singing, I DON’T WANT TO BE A FOOL ANYMORE. I couldn’t survive another heart break.

Over the months, Ronnie had thoroughly convinced me that it would be to my advantage to be his wife again. He pleaded with me to give him a chance to make it up to me for all the pain and heartache he had caused me previously. He was so sincere. 

We had not set a wedding date yet, but we both agreed that we should have pre-marital counseling. Eagerly we did that. Ronnie and I also agreed that we would bury all of the past hurts, never to dig any of that up again. Miraculously we did that also. Again, that was possible only by the grace of God. He asked me to listen to Ronnie Calloway and to trust Him with all of my heart. He is so Faithful!

In March 1996, Ronnie came to me again, got down on one knee, took my hand and said, “Jackie Smith Calloway, I love you with all of my heart. I know I have hurt you in the past; but, I want to make all of that up to you. If you marry me, you will never have to work another day in your life.” He choked and grabbed his throat when he said that. “I want to spend the rest of my life taking care of you and making you happy. Will you marry me?” 

He put a beautiful, three-karat, diamond ring on my finger, and I said, “Yes, I will marry you Ronnie Calloway.”
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On April 19, 1996 we were married at Scott United Methodist Church. This was not a remarriage it was a new marriage. Nevertheless, God wanted to continue the lineage of our family. God made our family whole again. There were almost three hundred people at our wedding. WOW, what a wedding.* God likes weddings. Jesus’ first miracle was performed at a wedding. (John 2:1-12 KJV) Our reconciliation was another miracle He performed at our wedding.
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Chapter 2
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A Miracle and Fireworks on Our Honeymoon
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Our wedding night and honeymoon were epic. I’m sure most couples could say the same about their honeymoon. Nonetheless, this was unique for both of us. We were two mature people who knew each other very well, but didn’t really know one another at all. We had been divorced for seven years. I was fifty years young and Ronnie was fifty-two. Many changes had taken place in both of us over the seven years. I had become stronger emotionally. I had learned I could depend on Jesus Christ to supply all of my need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:19) Ronnie had developed a more intimate relationship with Jesus Christ during his year of homelessness. He was definitely not the same Ronnie I had divorced. Both of us were seven years older and hopefully more mature. We were feeling our way through.

Our middle daughter Rhonda worked for Marriott hotels at that time. When she asked for time off to attend our wedding, her boss thought ours was such a Cinderella story that he wanted to participate. He gave us five days at the Marriott hotel in San Diego, California overlooking Coronado Island for $39.00 per night. It normally would have been much more expensive than that. That gift was the favor of God to us. 

After the wedding reception we retreated to our Marriott hotel in Denver near the Airport. We were both exhausted after all of the festivities and the week of preparation for the wedding.

We laid down and rested for a little while looking at the ceiling. We laughed and talked about everything that had happened. 

Ronnie asked, “Can you believe all of the people that showed up to our wedding?” 

“I was just as surprised as you were,” I replied. “This wedding truly exceeded our expectations.”

After resting and talking awhile, we turned to each other. Our counselor had advised us to pray in the Spirit before we made love. We did that and the love making was the very best it had ever, ever been in all of our previous twenty-eight years of marriage. Ronnie said it was like the Fourth of July and New Years’ Eve combined. God blessed us in such a way that we wept tears of joy to be reunited. It was truly supernatural. It is difficult to put into words. We enjoyed such a tender, sweet, and peaceful night as we held each other close until morning.

The next morning, we awakened, packed our bags and proceeded to the airport, and boarded the plane for San Diego, California for a fun-filled honeymoon week. We were like two teenagers getting to know each other again. We felt very comfortable and safe with one another. 

Ronnie said to me several times, “I missed you so much.” 

I replied, “I missed you too love.” We were reunited and it felt so good.

Ronnie said, “Jack, let’s live!” We don’t have any kids to be concerned about anymore, let’s live our lives like we want to live.” 

I said to him, “Hey, I’m in agreement with you brotha, let’s do it.” And we did for the next twenty-four wonderful joy filled God blessed years; we lived. 

The favor of God was all over us. One night on our honeymoon we planned to go to dinner at this nice restaurant on the water in San Diego. When we arrived the manager said, “I’m sorry sir we just closed.”
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“Oh no you can’t be closed Ronnie replied; this is our honeymoon. We’ve been in bed all day and we need some nourishment.” 

The manager laughed and said, “Okay come on in and we’ll make you dinner.” We were delighted. We were the only ones in the restaurant and they treated us royally. God is so good.
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Chapter 3
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God’s Plan and Purpose
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One of the reasons God reconciled Ronnie and me was to manifest, and make known to the world His purpose for marriage. God allowed us to model marriage God’s way. Of course, we didn’t realize that at first. God was giving both of us instructions individually and collectively as we went along. We learned that we both had to have an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. We spent time in the Bible and in prayer by ourselves every day, and I do mean every day. Most days we came together and compared notes. 

A question we frequently asked one another was, “What is the Holy Spirit saying to you today?” Then we took turns sharing what was on our hearts. Not surprisingly to us, it would usually be something concerning how we should conduct ourselves in this marriage.

I would never say our marriage was perfect, it was not. We are flawed individuals. However, God kept both of us in line with His Word. When we said or did the wrong thing, we would come aside with Him. Those were His instructions to me before we married. “Don’t argue with Ronnie. If you don’t agree, just come aside to Me and pray. I will direct your paths.” Proverbs chapter three was always front and center in my mind. 

You may ask what does come aside with Me look like? Often, I went into my prayer room to tell God on Ronnie
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