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Iwas fortunate enough to fish the Colorado River as a young kid and have now spent most of my guiding career learning its hidden secrets. Shortly after I started this project, I realized I was going to need a ton of help. Thankfully, quite a few guys and gals make the Colorado River what it is today, from the angler who visits the river on a regular basis to all the hardworking people at Colorado Parks & Wildlife and the Bureau of Land Management. Fortunately for me, a bunch of other guides, fly fishers, and outdoor enthusiasts know the Colorado River intimately, and thanks to their input, this project was possible.

First, I want to extend a sincere thanks to Pat Dorsey and Landon Mayer for all their help in guiding me through this venture. Second, I have fished or guided with a number of ladies and gentleman whose contributions, whether photography, fly patterns, or techniques, have certainly added to my knowledge of the vast sport of fly fishing. These extraordinary people include Jim Cannon, Pat Dorsey, Landon Mayer, Mark Adams, Jonathon Keisling, Jim Neiberger, Deborah Dye, John Barr, Dean Billington, Jay Nichols, Scott Willoughby, Trent Tatum, Eric Aune, Stuart Birdsong, J. J. Randolph, Seth Kapust, Brett Van Rensselaer, Art Van Rensselaer, Adrian Keeler, Bob Dye Senior, Dave Pinkerton, John Perizzolo, Mathew Thomas, Billy Berger, Teri Parvin, Joe Shafer, Jerry Vigil, Steve Parrott, Jeremy Hyatt, Terry and Lori Nicholson, Dick Mill, J Core, Richard Pilatzke, Ryan Hempkins, Sara Barclay, Scott Harkins, Steve Schweitzer, Greg Garcia, Chris Steinbeck, Cody Scott, Dave Dickensheets, Eric Atha, Mike Kruise, Kelli Blue, Casey Blue, and John Gonzales. I also include several fly shops: The Blue Quill Angler, Angler’s All, Cutthroat Anglers, Breckenridge Outfitters, and Roaring Fork Anglers.

Lastly, I think most anglers that have made a career of guiding or just enjoy the art of fly fishing had one or two people who influenced them in the sport that they grew to love. I was fortunate enough to have two. My dad, who was a school principal, had the summertime free, which enabled us to spend countless hours on the river. I can remember using worms and Pautzke’s Balls O’ Fire as a young kid, but always keeping an eye on fly fishers we encountered on the stream. While these encounters definitely sparked my interest, it was not till my dad bought me the first edition of Jack Dennis’s fly-tying book that I completely immersed myself in the sport. From there, I experienced a great number of accomplishments and failures as I soon realized how instinctively intelligent trout are.

It was not until my late teen years that I met a fly fisherman who seemed to have all the answers when it came to fooling fish on a regular basis. Jim Neiberger was that guy, and the times he took me fishing, it was always the same scenario: Jim would land 25, and I would land 4 or 5. Nowadays, when I look back, I realize that Jim taught me more about the sport of fly fishing than anybody, and not only was he extremely influential in my fishing career, but he contributed countless hours of photography, flies, and advice to this book project. So for all his hard work and keeping me on life’s right path, I am truly thankful.

  [image: The Colorado River is one of the West’s most formidable trout streams. It encompasses just about every style of trout water there is, from long riffles to deep plunge pools. Anglers could fish it for a year and never cover it all. MARK ADAMS]
  

Introduction

When I was a boy, my father took my brother and me on several outdoor adventures, including numerous elk hunting trips and what seemed like nonstop fishing trips. We felt fortunate to have a father who not only enjoyed fishing and hunting, but who had, as a school principal, most of the summer free. This allowed me to submerse myself for days in Colorado’s rivers and small creeks.

I didn’t start fly fishing until I was about 10 years old; however, the tools needed were being honed by countless hours of drowning worms and salmon eggs and learning over time that dead-drifting live bait was more effective than dragging those presentations through the water. I vividly remember fishing the Crystal River just outside of Marble, Colorado, on a hot July afternoon. It seemed like every trout in the river was taking insects off the top of the surface, when an old gentleman startled me: “Catching any?” “A few on worms,” I replied. As I made my way towards him, he asked if I had ever casted a fly rod. I told him I had a few times in beaver ponds, but never really casted a fly rod in a river. For the next couple hours, he spent time showing me the true nature of the sport, and from that point forward, it was the only thing I could think about.


[image: The author scoops up a nice brown. MARK ADAMS]
  


As the years rolled by, my dad got so tired of me asking “Can we go fishing again?” that he began taking me and a friend from the neighborhood on weekend trips. The funny thing about this was that he would drop us off on a Friday afternoon and come pick us back up on Sunday. Nowadays, if you did that with your kids, you would be arrested. But those trips were definitely the beginning of my figuring out fly fishing and realizing this was something that I wasn’t going to forget about as time went on.

As I started fishing different rivers, one always topped my list when it came to fly-fishing opportunities, and that was the Colorado River. Whether it was the scenery or the scent of the sagebrush after a rain, this waterway quickly became stuck in my head for years to come.



[image: The Colorado River below Windy Gap Reservoir, west of the town of Granby, offers public fishing as well as scenic views. JIM NEIBERGER]
  
From high atop the western side of the Continental Divide, the Colorado River descends through some of the West’s most scenic landscapes. While the river extends 1,490 miles to the Gulf of California, it is in the state of Colorado that it is most important to fly fishers. Anglers can take advantage of this extraordinary resource, from fishing a small creek in the high country to floating one of the West’s most formidable rivers. Like most rivers, the Colorado is in a state of constant change, but through it all, from years of heavy snowpack to periods of severe drought, it remains one of the state’s top fishing destinations.

The Colorado River is without a doubt the lifeblood of the state. From its humble beginnings in Rocky Mountain National Park to the drift-boat-driven sections of the lower river, there is an amazing diversity of water. Some of the West’s finest trout streams feed its flow on its journey through the state, including the Fraser River, Troublesome Creek, Williams Fork River, Blue River, Muddy Creek, Piney River, Eagle River, and Roaring Fork River. In addition to the Colorado River, anglers have a lifetime of opportunities to fish these major tributaries, and for the angler that enjoys a more intimate experience, there are important creeks such as Beaver Creek, Reeder Creek, Derby Creek, Deep Creek, Grizzly Creek, No Name Creek, Canyon Creek, and Elk Creek—all of which would take years to cover with a fly rod.

The Colorado River and its tributaries also have some of the finest insect hatches of any river in the country. From its famed Salmonfly hatch from the Two Bridges boat launch all the way to Hot Sulphur Springs to its consistent midge, Blue-Winged Olive, Pale Morning Dun, Yellow Sally, Red Quill, Trico, and caddis hatches, there is always something hatching along the river system.

To top it off, the Colorado is a year-round fishery. The upper river has six dams along its path, and besides providing year-round fishing in their tailwaters, these reservoirs add much-needed cold water to the river system down below. The lower Colorado, including the Roaring Fork River all the way down to Silt, fishes well throughout the season, but it is an overlooked winter fishery. Even when the water is high or off-color, especially due to runoff in June, you can often find fishable conditions in one of the six tailwaters: Shadow Mountain Reservoir, Granby Reservoir, Willow Creek Reservoir (part of the Big Thompson Water Project and has limited access) Williams Fork Reservoir, Wolford Mountain Reservoir, and Green Mountain Reservoir.

Many people make a living from this great river, and many are responsible for keeping the river healthy. I happen to fall in both of those categories. I have spent over 35 years fishing the entire system, learning its tendencies, weather patterns, insect life, and most importantly, the behavior of its fish. With so many anglers and other outdoor enthusiasts using the river on a daily basis, I decided to write this book and share my knowledge with all the people who enjoy this tremendous river system. Those who use the river are like the tributaries of the river itself: If one part of the system fails, the whole system crashes.

[image: The Colorado River perched above Little Gore Canyon. The Colorado offers a multitude of outdoor recreational activities. BOB DYE]
  
FISH SPECIES

Trout inhabit the Colorado River from Rocky Mountain National Park (RMNP) all the way down to Silt. Due to the variety of water conditions throughout this long stretch, different species predominate. Generally speaking, the Colorado is a big freestone river, but several reservoirs alter the fish habitat, especially in the river’s upper reaches. The stretch between RMNP and Hot Sulphur Springs has the greatest diversity of trout species: Brookies, browns, rainbows, Colorado River cutthroat, and cutbows inhabit most of the river here, but kokanee salmon and an occasional lake trout can be caught below Shadow Mountain.

From Windy Gap down toward State Bridge (Middle Park), whirling disease decimated rainbow trout populations and basically turned the river into a brown trout fishery. While the browns have flourished under these conditions, rainbows have recently started taking a stronger stand in this section of river.

Moving downstream, the section between Kremmling and State Bridge is mostly made up of browns and rainbows, with browns still composing most of the biomass. Below Gore Canyon marks the first point where mountain whitefish can be found. Whitefish are truly one of Colorado’s native fish, the other being the greenback cutthroat. Don’t be surprised to hook up with an occasional Colorado River cutthroat; while this species was once more prevalent, anglers still have a shot at one of these elusive fish.

While mountain whitefish cruise the rest of the river’s passage through Silt, the section between State Bridge and Dotsero primarily consists of brown trout. The reason for this is the high water temperatures during the summer. If Colorado has a below-average snowpack year, these temperatures can rise to 75°F. Browns have a much higher tolerance for warmer water than rainbows, but expect to catch a few rainbows along this stretch.

[image: This rainbow fell for a size 16 Prince Nymph. This fly should be in every angler’s fly box when fishing the Colorado River and its tributaries. BOB DYE]
  
With the addition of the Eagle and Roaring Fork Rivers, the Colorado’s rainbow populations become more prevalent, and some sizable rainbows can be caught in the stretches between Dotsero and Silt. From Glenwood Springs downstream, some unfamiliar fish can turn up at the end of your line, including pikeminnows, humpback chubs, razorback suckers, and squawfish. All of these fish have an endangered species designation and should be released back into the water immediately.

The Colorado River has several issues facing its overall health, and one of the most glaring is water demand. With the Front Range growing at a fast rate, the demand for water is ever increasing. Much of the Colorado River is diverted from the Western Slope over the Continental Divide and onto the eastern slope via the Big Thompson Water Project. Trout are a sensitive species and require cold, clean, oxygenated water. If water levels drop below historic flows and remain there for prolonged periods, water temperatures climb and the oxygen in the water dissolves. This puts a lot of stress on trout populations, not to mention the increase in the mortality rate of caught-and-released fish. Furthermore, without flushable flows, silt builds up between the rocks and boulders in the river and begins to take a toll on the aquatic life that lives in the substrate on the river bottom. Less water, more silt, and less aquatic life equals lower fish populations. So while a couple of drought years can make an impact on a river, many years of low-water conditions can spell disaster.

All is not lost, however. The Colorado River in Colorado remains a top fishery, and while it shares many of the issues that face western rivers, there are many things anglers and outdoor enthusiasts can do to ensure the Colorado and all trout streams maintain a healthy balance. One of the largest organizations committed to conserving, protecting, and enhancing coldwater fisheries is Trout Unlimited. Contact your local chapter and learn how you can get involved in protecting your favorite fishery

Rainbow Trout

Rainbows were historically the predominant trout species in the upper sections of the Colorado from Hot Sulphur Springs to Kremmling until being decimated by whirling disease in the 1980s. Despite several attempts in the 1990s by the Colorado Division of Wildlife to restore rainbow trout populations to the Colorado River, the light was beginning to dim.

In 2002 there was a glimmer of hope when a German researcher studying the effects of the whirling disease parasite across Europe found a strain of rainbow trout to be resistant. He named it Hofer after his family’s hatchery. The Hofer-crossed strain is now working its magic in the upper reaches of the Colorado River. The idea is to get these fish to naturally reproduce to lessen the amount of stocking needed to restore rainbows to the upper Colorado.

Due to the continuing efforts of Colorado Parks & Wildlife (CPW), Hofer rainbow trout are starting to rebound in this section. Most of the fish are in the 10- to 12-inch range, but several 16- to 19-inch rainbows were caught during the 2015 season.

From Kremmling to Dotsero, you will mostly catch brown trout, though you do have a chance to catch rainbows in the 14- to 16-inch range in the slower deep pools during cold months and the fastest, most oxygenated riffled water during hot weather. When aquatic insect hatches come off the river, these rainbows always seem to be the first in the feeding lane off of gravel shelves and mid-seam currents. From State Bridge to Dotsero, however, I have on occasion found pockets of numerous bows. It seems that one week you find them in one stretch of river, and the next week they are in another. Constantly changing water flows and changing water temperatures keep these fish, which average 12 to 15 inches, on the move for the most favorable conditions. Look for these trout to hang around the numerous tributary creeks that feed the Colorado River in this section of water.

[image: Rainbow trout like this one may not be as plentiful on certain sections of the river as they once were, but due to the continuing efforts of Colorado Parks & Wildlife, their numbers are beginning to rebound. BOB DYE]
  
[image: This wild rainbow is starting to shed its parr marks. The Colorado’s rainbow population has dwindled over the years partly due to the whirling disease that affected the river in the late 1980s. JIM NEIBERGER]
  
The stretch of river between Dotsero and Silt has the largest rainbow trout population. Several main tributaries, such as the Eagle River, Roaring Fork River, and Grizzly Creek, help keep this section of river in the prime temperature zone for rainbows. Fish average between 12 and 16 inches, but the river grows several rainbows over the 20-inch mark. This piece of water has several deep stretches to it, and with its numerous shelves and drop-offs, it is prime rainbow habitat. It can be one of the best dry-fly sections along the entire river, especially during the months of March and April when midges, Blue-Winged Olives, and caddis start to appear on the water.

Brown Trout

Since the introduction of whirling disease in the late 1980s, brown trout have taken over the river system. Browns have a much higher tolerance for high water temperatures, low-water conditions, and even slightly polluted waterways. With many of the rivers in the West falling victim to urban development, it is easy to see why brown trout predominate.

Browns have done well in the river system over the last 15 years or so and now make up most of the biomass in the river’s upper reaches. While many anglers are under the belief that browns are native to Colorado, this is not quite true. In fact, they were introduced in the eastern United States in 1883 and did not arrive in Colorado until the mid-1890s.

Browns are one of my favorite fish species to chase on a daily basis. They can be sipping Blue-Winged Olive emergers one minute, and be slamming a streamer the next. When browns reach a certain size, they are not eating small midge patterns; rather, they have changed their feeding habits to prey on other fish. This elusive trout has thrived in the river system, and with their yearly spawning rituals, have produced year classes of fish ranging from 4 to 24 inches. From March through October, you can bring a different year class of fish to the net each day. One day it seems all the 16- to 19-inch fish are feeding, and then you don’t see those fish for a week and a different year class takes their place. In 2014 CPW electroshocked a 17-pound brown near the Pumphouse Recreation Site. Though uncommon, these brutes are in the river.

[image: Brown trout have thrived in most of Colorado’s fisheries since their introduction in the late 1800s and are now one of the most sought-after game fish in the West. BOB DYE]
  
[image: Buck browns like this one can make a day fishing the Colorado River a rewarding one. MARK ADAMS]
  
Mountain Whitefish

Mountain whitefish are indigenous to some of the West’s finest trout rivers. The Colorado River is home to these underappreciated fish from Rifle all the way up to Gore Canyon, near Kremmling. The mountain whitefish can also be found in some of the Colorado River’s main tributaries and smaller creeks, such as the Roaring Fork River, lower Eagle River, Canyon Creek, Grizzly Creek, and Deep Creek. They prefer cold, clean water and generally seek out the deepest parts of the river.

Mountain whitefish range in size from 6 to 20 inches, with the most common being around the 16-inch mark, but several top the scales at over 5 pounds. They will compete with trout for food, but their presence is usually the sign of a healthy trout river. Over the years I’ve heard anglers refer to them as “trash fish,” but they were here long before nonnative species were introduced. They have saved my day more times than not and are a good fighting fish.

[image: Whitefish are found in great numbers in the Colorado River and some of its tributaries. While some anglers consider them trash fish, they are indigenous to several western rivers and can keep the rod bent on tough trout days. JIM NEIBERGER]
  
Colorado River Cutthroat Trout

Colorado River cutthroat trout can be found in the river’s upper reaches from Rocky Mountain National Park through Silt, Colorado. While their numbers have declined due to unstable water flows, mining, climate change, and degradation, they still have a way of finding the end of your line from time to time. In the 2015 guide season, I could count on both hands how many were landed, but you will still catch them on occasion. Generally speaking, they can be found in the same type of water as browns and rainbows—it’s just a matter of how lucky you are on a given day. These vividly colored trout average between 12 and 16 inches.

[image: Colorado River cutthroat trout are not as plentiful as the river’s other species, but a few can be found throughout the river system. HECKY HECKENDORF]
  
[image: Kokanee salmon are a formidable sport fish found in certain sections of the upper Colorado River. One of the best places to catch them is the section between Shadow Mountain Reservoir and Granby Reservoir. JIM NEIBERGER]
  
Kokanee Salmon

Kokanee salmon migrate out of the reservoirs and into the streams that feed them during early fall. These hard-fighting fish have over 50 years of residency thanks to Colorado Parks & Wildlife and are established in over 25 locations. While most of the Colorado River is not known for kokanee salmon runs, the section of stream between Shadow Mountain Reservoir and Granby Reservoir is at times one of the best places to find these fish. They will start showing up in the river in September; however, fishing is prohibited October 1 through December 31 for spawning salmon. CPW uses this time to milk the salmon for future stockings.

When the kokanees show up in the river, it’s not the pattern of the fly but rather its color that matters most. I’ve usually found purple, blue, and pink San Juan Worms work the best. Some of these kokanees can reach 4 or 5 pounds, but 1-pounders seem to be the most common. Other areas of interest for kokanee salmon along the Colorado River corridor include Wolford Mountain Reservoir, Williams Fork Reservoir, and Green Mountain Reservoir.


  Regulations and Resources


  REGULATIONS


  The Colorado River is a tremendous trout fishery from its headwaters in Rocky Mountain National Park through the town of Silt. As the river makes its twists and turns toward lower elevations, so do the regulations that are stamped on the river to keep it fishing for generations to come.


  The following is an overview of the regulations for the Colorado River; keep in mind that the Colorado inside Rocky Mountain National Park has different regulations, as do many of the river’s numerous feeder creeks and tributaries. When fly fishing, a maximum of three fly rigs may be used, and fishing barbless is always recommended. Picking up a copy of the current Colorado Parks & Wildlife (CPW) regulations before fishing is advised. Special regulations include:


  From Lake Granby Dam downstream to the US 40 bridge approximately 3 miles west of Hot Sulphur Springs, bag and possession for trout is 2.


  From the US 40 bridge approximately 3 miles west of Hot Sulphur Springs downstream to the confluence with Troublesome Creek (approximately 5 miles east of Kremmling), artificial flies and lures only and all trout must be returned to the water immediately. No more than 3 flies can be used.


  From the confluence with Troublesome Creek downstream to the I-70 exit 90 bridge at Rifle (excluding 50 yards upstream and downstream of the confluences with Grizzly, No Name, and Canyon Creeks), bag and possession for trout is 2.


[image: Releasing trout into oxygenated water helps revive them faster, ensuring their survival for another angler to enjoy.BOB DYE]


  From 50 yards upstream and downstream of the confluences with Canyon, No Name, and Grizzly Creeks, bag and possession limit is for trout is 2 and fishing is prohibited from March 15 through May 15 and October 1 through November 30.


  The Colorado has a section of Gold Medal water from the confluence of the Fraser River downstream to the confluence of Troublesome Creek. Gold Medal waters are designated by CPW as providing great opportunities to catch large trout. These stretches are defined as being able to produce 60 pounds of trout per acre, with at least twelve 14-inch or larger trout per acre. Only 322 miles of Colorado’s 9,000 miles of trout streams carry this Gold Medal status.


  Remember to obtain permission from landowners to fish on private lands.


  SHARING THE RIVER


  Colorado law states that no wading or anchoring is allowed on private property at any time without written permission from the landowner. If the landowner owns both sides of bank, he or she also own the river bottom. This can put a lot of pressure on public access, and every angler seems to get packed into a half mile of river when it comes to walk-wading, rather than being spread out over several miles. I find myself starting guide trips at the crack of dawn and usually walking clients into the ground just to stay ahead of the masses.


  One thing I have found is that most anglers tend to fish the easy-to-get-to access points or a river that has just received some press in the local paper. I can vividly remember talking with an old gentleman in the Kemp-Breeze units soon after CPW opened them to public access. He simply said, “Take pride in the whole river, not just one hole.” Over the years I have stuck with that motto when it comes to guiding the river on a daily basis. You never know when someone will beat you to your favorite section of water, so always have a plan B.


[image: Fishing the hour before dark can sometimes pay dividends along the Colorado River and its tributaries. Here Rachel Kohler nymph-fishes a run in the last light in hopes of one more fish.BOB DYE]




  There are times, especially on weekends, when waterways have a ton of pressure on them and you feel there is just nowhere to move. First of all, we are all part of the problem, and second, there is always something that we could have done to avoid fishing crowded waters. One of the best things to do is plan your trips in the evenings. Most guides and anglers generally are off the water by 5 o’clock. This leaves the fish feeling less pressured, and usually some of the best fishing can be found in the evening hours of low light.





[image: Jeremy Hyatt shows off his skills landing a fish in the river’s middle region. Landing fish quickly helps the trout’s survival rate, especially in warm-water conditions.BOB DYE]





  Another thing I have found myself doing, or I should say have been forced into doing, is fishing the nonobvious water. There are times when you show up on the water and people are standing in all the obvious spots. Well, that’s fine—I would have been there too if I were able. Instead of moving to another location, which is definitely an option, try fishing a section that might be all riffles or change tactics and throw big dries against the river’s edge. I have found that pressured fish (big fish) tend to navigate away from highly pressured areas anyways, especially in low water. During the summer, fish can be found throughout the entire stream, in fast riffles, behind every rock, hiding underneath structure, etc.


  When fishing the nonobvious water, you are sooner or later going to have to move past another angler. Remember this was his or her water first. I have found that the best way to handle this situation is to simply engage in conversation: “How is your day going?” “How far can I go up and be out of your way?” Usually some short, friendly words are greeted by mutual respect and the problem is solved. If you run into another angler and this is not the case, he or she might have a whole lot of other issues to deal with and it’s probably better to just stay away. I have found that common sense usually prevails, and you can find yourself not dealing with the problems of crowded river systems in the first place.


  The Colorado River certainly receives its fair share of pressure from anglers, commercial rafting trips, kayakers, drift boats, and just general users of the area. While spring and fall are generally quiet, summer is a different story. First, I should point out that everyone has the right to enjoy the river, whether fishing or just floating for fun. Boat ramps can be congested, especially around the Pumphouse, Radium, and State Bridge areas, and then again around Grizzly Creek and Two Rivers Park. While commercial boat traffic is on a time schedule, anglers are not. Try putting in between the hours of 6 and 8 a.m. or wait until after 10 a.m., when most of the commercial boats have left. One piece of good news is that with the help of the BLM and Eagle County Open Space, new boat ramps have been constructed below State Bridge at Two Bridges and at Horse Creek.


  If you show up at a launch/takeout sites during heavy-volume hours, observe the following rules of etiquette:

  1.Don’t park on the boat ramp and get your gear ready for the day. Taking care of this beforehand will allow a smooth transition from trailer to water and ease congestion.



  2.Park in a designated parking spot.

    3.Pull your boat or raft upstream after launching. This will allow other boats to put in and keep boat launches running smoothly.


  4.When taking your boat out at a ramp, if you see boats ahead of you, wait your turn. Pushing into a crowd of boats furthers the takeout process.


  5.After your boat is on the trailer, do not crowd the boat ramp. Pull your trailer away from congestion so other boats can launch or take out.


  6.Store the day’s trash in a container so that it doesn’t blow out on the highway.


  Following these simple rules makes outdoor life easy on everyone and makes for a much more enjoyable day.


  With the amount of angling pressure the Colorado River receives, I think it’s important to discuss proper fish-handling techniques. Using barbless hooks and not playing the fish to exhaustion goes without saying, but during low-water years, parts of the Colorado can get extremely hot. When water temperatures exceed 68 degrees, anglers should halt fishing operations immediately. Playing fish in these temperatures usually results in high mortality rates. Anglers may think that if the trout swam away, it’s fine, but it usually will suffer a slow death. On warm-water days, try fishing early in the morning or later in the evening; during the dog days of August, fishing is better during these times anyways.


  There are obviously fish photographs in this book, but never were the fish handled to get the shot. Taking photographs is a fun way to remember your trip, but posing with a trout for even 15 seconds is lethal to the fish. When taking photographs, be sure to have your camera ready to go. Leave the fish in the water as long as possible, and try shooting photographs close to the water’s surface in an effort to not accidently drop the fish. Following these simple rules will make a better fishery for generations to come.


[image: Taking photos of trout in the net is one way to not harm the fish. Trout that are mishandled have a much lower survival rate.BOB DYE]


RESOURCES


  Estes Park, CO


  Hotels:


  Rocky Mountain Park Inn: www.rockymountainparkinn.com


  Campgrounds:


  Rocky Mountain National Forest: www.fs.fed.us/r2/recreation/camping


  Places to Eat and Drink:


  Donut Haus: www.donuthaus-estespark.com


  Smokin’ Dave’s BBQ: www.smokindavesq.com


  Twin Owls Steakhouse: www.twinowls.net


  Fly Shops:


  Kirks Fly Shop: www.kirksflyshop.com


  Estes Angler: www.estesangler.com


  Grand Lake, CO


  Hotels:


  Spirit Lake Lodge: www.spiritlakelodge.com


  Americas Best Value: www.americasbestvalueinn.com/bestv.cfm?idp=407


  Lone Eagle Lodge: www.loneeaglelodge.com


  Campgrounds:


  Green Ridge Campground: www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/arp/recreation/ohv/recarea/?recid=28538&actid=29


  Places to Eat and Drink:


  Roadhouse Bar & Grill: www.facebook.com/roadhousegl


  Cy’s Deli: www.cysdeli.com


  Granby, CO


  Hotels:


  Trail Riders Motel: (970) 887-3738


  Little Tree Inn: www.littletreeluxuryinn.com


  Places to Eat and Drink:


  Ma’s Country Cabin and Saloon: (970) 887-3137


  Mustachio’s on the Lake: www.mustachiosonthelake.com


  Brickhouse 40: www.brickhouse40.com


Hot Sulphur Springs, CO


  Hotels:


  Ute Trail Motel: www.utetrailmotel.com


  Hot Sulphur Springs Resort & Spa: www.hotsulphursprings.com


  The Canyon Motel: www.canyonmotelcolorado.com


  Places to Eat and Drink:


  Glory Hole: (970) 725-3237


  Kremmling, CO


  Hotels:


  Allington Inn: www.allingtoninn.com


  Places to Eat and Drink: 


  Moose Cafe: (970) 724-9987


  Big Shooter Coffee: (970) 724-3735


  Rocky Mountain Bar and Grill: (970) 724-9219


  Eagle, CO


  Hotels:


  Holiday Inn Express: www.hiexpress.com


  Places to Eat and Drink:


  Moe’s Original Bar B Que: www.moesoriginalbbq.com


  Red Canyon Cafe: www.redcanyoncafe.com


  Route 6 Cafe: www.routesixcafe.com


  Glenwood Springs, CO


  Hotels:


  Cedar Lodge Motel: www.cedarlodgemotel.net


  Glenwood Suites: www.ascendcollection.com/hotel-glenwood_springs-colorado-CO226


  Places to Eat and Drink:


  Italian Underground: www.theitalianunderground.com


  Juicy Lucy’s Steakhouse: www.juicylucyssteakhouse.com


  Doc Holliday’s: www.glenwoodspringsbar.com


  Slope & Hatch: www.slopeandhatch.net


  Fly Shops:


  Roaring Fork Anglers: www.roaringforkanglers.com


  River Shuttles:


  Charm Shuttles: www.charmcarservice.com/charm-shuttles, (970-379 3966)


  Winter Park, CO


  Hotels:


  America’s Best Value Sundowner Motel: www.americasbestvalueinn.com/best


  Olympia Lodge: www.olympialodge.com


  Places to Eat and Drink:


  Winter Park Pub: (970) 726-4929


  Casa Mexico: (970) 726-9674


  Fly Shops:


  Mo Henry’s Trout Shop: www.mohenrys.com


  Fraser, CO


  Hotels:


  Holiday Inn Express: www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/fraser/fexco/hoteldetail


  Places to Eat and Drink:


  Elevation Pizza: www.elevationpizzaco.com 


  Sharky’s Eatery: www.sharkyseatery.com


  El Pacifico Express: (970) 363-7231


  Fly Shops:


  Winter Park Fly Fisher: www.fraserflyshop.com


  Minturn, CO


  Hotels:


  Holiday Inn Vail: www.apexvail.com


  Places to Eat and Drink:


  Magustos Pizza & Burger Pub: www.magustos.com 


  Minturn Saloon: www.minturnsaloon.com 


  Fly Shops:


  Minturn Anglers: www.minturnanglers.com


  Gore Creek Fly Fisherman: www.gorecreekflyfisherman.com


  Carbondale, CO


  Hotels:


  Comfort Inn: www.reservations.com/Inn/Carbondale


  White House Pizza: www.whitehousepizza.com 


  The Goat: http://thegoatkitchenandbar.com


  Village Smithy: www.villagesmithy.com


  Fly Shops:


  Crystal Fly Shop: www.crystalflyshop.com


  Alpine Angling: www.roaringforkanglers.com


  River Shuttles:


  Charm Shuttles: www.charmcarservice.com/charm-shuttles


  Basalt, CO


  Hotels:


  Basalt Mountain Inn: www.basaltmountaininn.com


  Aspenalt Lodge: www.aspenalt.com


  Places to Eat and Drink:


  Sure Thing Burger: www.surethingburger.com 


  Riverside Grill: www.riversidegrillbasalt.com


  Brick Pony Pub: (970) 279-5021


  Fly Shops:


  Taylor Creek Fly Shops: www.taylorcreek.com


  Frying Pan Anglers: www.fryingpananglers.com


  Rifle, CO


  Hotels:


  La Quinta Inn: www.laquintarifle.com


  Comfort Inn: www.comfortinn.com/hotel-rifle-colorado-


  Places to Eat and Drink:


  Rib City Grill: www.ribcity.com


  Base Camp Cafe: (970) 625-0374


  Jay’s Steakhouse: (970) 625-1435


  Breckenridge, CO


  Hotels:


  The Lodge at Breckenridge: www.thelodgeatbreckenridge.com


  The Wayside Inn: www.breckwayside.com


  Places to Eat and Drink:


  Oscar’s of Breckenridge: (970) 453-2167


  Briar Rose Chophouse: www.briarrosechophouse.com


  Columbine Cafe: (970) 547-4474


  Fly Shops:


  Breckenridge Outfitters: www.breckenridgeoutfitters.com


  Mountain Angler: www.mountainangler.com


  Shops and Outfitters


  Winter Park-Winter Park Flyfisher: (970) 726-5231, jeff@grandflyfishing.com


  Mo Henry’s Trout Shop: (970) 531-8213, mohenrys@hotmail.com


  Dillon/Silverthorne-The Colorado Angler: (970) 513-8055, contact@thecoloradoangler.com


  Cutthroat Anglers: (970) 262-2878, anglers@fishcolorado.com


  Breckenridge-Breckenridge Outfitters: (970) 453-4135, info@breckenridgeoutfitters.com


  Mountain Angler: (970) 453-4665, info@mountainangler.com


  Vail-Vail Valley Angler: (970) 926-0900, info@vailvalleyangler.com


  Eagle-Eagle River Angler: (970) 328-2323


  Glenwood Springs-Roaring Fork Anglers: (970) 945 0180


  Alpine Angling: (970) 963-9245


  Basalt-Taylor Creek Outfitters:(970) 927-4374, tcreek@ssv.net


  Blue Quill Angler: (303) 674-4700
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Colorado River cutthroat trout are not as plentiful as the river's other species, but a few can be
found throughout the river system. Heao orF
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The Colorado River below Windy Gap Reservoir, west of the town of Granby, offers public
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Jeremy Hyatt shows off his skills landing
a fish in the river’s middle region. Landing
fish quickly helps the trout’s survival rate,

especially in warm-water conditions. sos pve
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Kokanee salmon are a formidable sport fish found in certain sections of the upper Colorado
River. One of the best places to catch them is the section between Shadow Mountain Reservoir
and Granby Reservoir. jm NeBERGER
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is wild rainbow is starting
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he Colorados rainbow
population has dwindled
over the years partly due

o the whirling disease that
affected the river in the late
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Fishing the hour before dark can sometimes
pay dividends along the Colorado River and
its tributaries. Here Rachel Kohler nymph-
fishes a run in the last light in hopes of one

more fish. soB DYE
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Id be in every angler's fly box when
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Releasing trout into oxygenated water helps revive them faster, ensuring their survival for
another angler to enjoy.
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Brown trout have thrived in most of Colorado’s fisheri ce their introducti
1800s and are now one of the most so
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Rainbow trout like this one may not be as plentiful on certain sections of the river as they
once were, but due to the continuing efforts of Colorado Parks & Wildlife, their numbers are
beginning to rebound. sos ove
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‘The Colorado River perched above Little Gore Canyon. The Colorado offers a multitude of
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Whitefish are found in great
numbers in the Colorado
River and some of its
tributaries. While some
anglers consider them trash
fish, they are indigenous to

several western rivers and
can keep the rod bent on
tough trout days. i neercer
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The Colorado River is one of the West's most formidable trout streams. It encompasses just
about every style of trout water there is, from long riffles to deep plunge pools. Anglers could
fish it for a year and never cover it all. mark ADAmMS
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Buck browns like this one can make a day fishing the Colorado River a rewarding one.
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