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    To Imagination and the freedom to experience Childhood, everywhere.
The literacy crisis in our country has borne devastating fruit. I have a story here that can draw in young readers, and, I hope, get them to concentrate enough to think critically.  Spread the word, spread the Love.

      

    

"With Signed, the Lelle Gang, author Cecil Disharoon brings out our better angels in a story that is thought-provoking for both young readers and more mature voracious ones. Well paced, moving, and full of heart this is a tale you will not soon forget."

—David Kempf, author The WIsdom Tree and Magician 
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Dramatis Animalae:

THE DEATH VALLEY KNIGHT, who begins the story as a living toy plastic dragon named Bonewitz,

who becomes a new figure on the night she returns to free her family

“Spark, my eyes!  I found Heera and Cesar to live with.  They were taken away!   But FROST created the hero with the heat, that day, so hot, I will be, this night: The Death Valley Knight!”

Lelle: “The Plush Elephant Gang looks to me for the big moves.”

AngelA  Elephant: “My ears are blue, my eyes innocent.  Who knows what I’VE done, really?

Sam: “Hello there!  I Monkey about with Strategy.  Here’s what we’ll do!”

Foxtantine: “ keep lines open with the beings even stranger than we.”

Bogart: “I may look like a toy turtle, but when the mission is on, nothing slows me down.”

Charlie: “I believe in starting prepared.  Then you roll with whatever happens next.”

Clyde, a large, striped elephant with great limbs, once given to, and lost by, Beth, a friend of...

Andy Valentine, a nine year-old boy living out his own superhero story as The Cultivator.  He is a human being, the first of our Dramatis personae 

Cesar and Heera, two brothers who took Bonewitz to be part of their toys.

Marteen, a twelve year-old with perspective beyond his years.

Artemisa- a thirteen year old, the forest maiden huntress who holds the fugitives together

Yuvia- an eight year-old who thinks of herself as her favorite acrobatic superhero

Pedro, a six year old with a loose tooth who meets a black cat in the woods

Juanito, a boy too young to be away from his family.

Alberto,ten, who had lived in two homes, but now has been detained, along with..

Alejandro, eleven, who feels the pressure of what is happening to his family outside somewhere.

Jean, an eight year-old who prays every day, almost all the time, at Nemo Detention Center. 

Malkuth, an angel visible only to those attuned

Marisol and other children

Andrew Valentine, a police officer, father of Andy, with a regrettable errand to a detention center so closed-off, the public doesn’t have a name for it.

Officer Rodney Gormandy, a FROST agent who never unmasks, as he needs the secrets of his identity to be all he can be.  

Officer Jorge Magalas, the other FROST guard remaining at this depleted post.

Thomas Blackwood: “I would never admit, I’m just a guy who thought he was recovering from muscular dystrophy, but also unlocked subtle telekinetic abilities.  My Mind-Moving-Objects power makes me an asset in the Plush Elephant Gang’s mission: Code Name, Operation Ice Breaker. I can’t tell anybody.  And who would believe me?

Jaslynn Morgan- Big-hearted goddess of health and helping people, an obstetrician who’s been seeing Thomas more and more in a romantic light.  He’s put her in a better mood.

Cate Blankenship- the owner of the goat farm that touches the forest hiding what the Lelle Gang dubs, “Nemo Detention Center.”  Her mother’s last name was Duena.   

Prologue 1/06/ 26

Two brothers play with a toy, running around the yard, laughing.  In the kitchen, Fredrika, their abuela, bakes some little papaya squares that she cut for the boys.  She has taquitos, too, and delicious crusty quiche bites. She leans out the back door.  “Heera!  Caesar ! ¡No juegues tan brusco!  Mas suave.”
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UP CLOSE, WE SEE: AN off-white plastic skeleton of a dragon, whose wings and jaw are battery-activated.  When the switch on its chest is thrown, its eyes light up green and the dragon screeches.

But here is the secret: we know its thoughts!  A toy?  Yes.  Its name is Bonewitz, and thinks of itself as She, and she’s reflecting:

Bonewitz’s friends were the Plush Elephant Club.  While they looked like toys, they, too, were alive. Bonewitz, after all the good times it had with them, told her friends: 

“I want to live in a house with a few kids.  Play out in the yard on nice days.  Ride around with other crazy toys on my neck.  A good place to grab attention when Halloween rolls around, too.  Maybe I should appear under a Christmas tree!  Or sneak in on a birthday party!  Make some memories.”

Lelle says: “Going to be a kid’s toy?  Boney-Maroney, you’re crazy.”  

They were planning their biggest caper yet. 

But Bonewitz had never been a child’s toy.  Why ever be a toy, and never feel that joy?

So Bonewitz met a guy named William who understood his screeches.  William helped him find a home.  He was careful not to pick one where a dog could tear Bonewitz up.

As it releases her screech, and flashes her eyes, the delighted kids do not notice the strangers.  The men who have pulled up in a van are agents for FROST.  FROST takes away people they say are not in the United States, legally.

The horror passes over the boys’ faces.  People in masks and camouflage fatigues take them into custody.  As agents tear through their house, the dragon skeleton lies sideways, still screaming.  

The agents are gone with the two boys, leaving a crying grandmother, trying to figure out what she will tell the boys’ mama.  Paula is working her ninth day straight for Instacart.

Then, Bonewitz gets up, and glides away, close to the ground.

Hopping over dead logs and moss, the plastic dragon skeleton called Bonewitz  sings:

Bonewitz- at the end of my wits /  ah! Looking for an explanation that fits 

Singing this soothes Bonewitz’s shock at seeing her new children taken away.

She glides, under his own mysterious power, down a trail off into the surrounding woods.
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