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    Hello to all my readers, new and old!
I wanted to say thank you so much for reading this book. It is a labour of love for me to work on my craft!
As a show of gratitude for you all enabling me to live my dream, please visit my Substack page. I often give out free e-books for my fans over there. And the best part is, there is ZERO cost. It will always be 100% free to follow me and my stories over there.
If you'd like to claim your FREE e-book, head to https://msnaughtee.substack.com/
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Chapter 1: A Selfless Wish
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The tale unfolds in a hidden corner of the world, where Mr. Henry Thomsburg, an intrepid treasure hunter nearing the twilight of his life, discovers an ancient lamp buried amidst the dusty artifacts of an antique shop. His journey, filled with adventure and discovery, had taken him to the far corners of the globe, and this seemingly inconspicuous lamp promised to hold secrets beyond his wildest imagination.

Worn leather gloves trace the curves of the ornate lamp as Mr. Thomsburg lifts it from its resting place. The air crackles with an almost tangible magic as he rubs away the layers of dust and grime. The elderly treasure hunter notices some markings on the lamp, removing just a single glove to trace the etchings on the lamp with his finger tip. Suddenly, a burst of mystical light fills the room, revealing the long-dormant genie within.

With a weary yet intrigued smile, Mr. Thomsburg exchanges glances with the otherworldly being. The genie, awakened from centuries of slumber, explains the rules of wish-granting, its words echoing in the quiet antique shop. As Mr. Thomsburg's eyes gleam with the prospect of possibilities, he shares his deepest desire: to bring back the love of his life.

However, the genie, with a somber expression, confesses its limitations. "I cannot bring the departed back to life," it says. A shadow of disappointment passes over Mr. Thomsburg's face, but the glimmer of adventure still sparkles in his eyes.

Facing the reality of his terminal illness and the ticking clock of his existence, Mr. Thomsburg's spirit remains unbroken. In a moment of profound altruism, he formulates a selfless wish. With a trembling voice, he articulates his desire for the genie's freedom but with a unique and noble condition.

"I want you to be free," Mr. Thomsburg declares, his eyes reflecting a lifetime of experiences, "but only if you promise to dedicate your magic to helping others find the love that my wife and I shared. Grant wishes to those who wish to fall in love, so they may experience the joy and warmth that love brings."

The back room of the antique shop seems to hold its breath as the genie, moved by the treasure hunter's request, agrees to the condition. With a bittersweet smile, Mr. Thomsburg makes his final wish, expressing his hope that others may find the kind of love that sustained him throughout his adventurous life.

The wish being fulfilled causes a powerful burst of energy to shoot from the lamp, pushing the old man to the ground. The genie smiles as he is set free, thanking the old man. “I admire your courage,” the genie says to Mr. Thomsburg, wishing him well on his final journey in this life.

Mr. Thomsburg nods in approval, as the genie quickly disappears from the room. The room seems to be lit with a dim glow, gold-like flakes falling from the ceiling and the doorway behind him. Mr. Thomsburg feels tired, yet exhilarated from the entire experience.

As the golden, sand-like gold specks fall to the ground, they seem to disappear on the spot. Unsure if he’s hallucinated all of it, Mr. Thomsburg relaxes more and more deeply. Each breath becomes slower and longer.

Whether it was the genie magic, or some type of shock, Mr. Thomsburg fell into the most blissful sleep of his life with a wide grin across his face. He knew he had done something good in his life. As the slumber took over him, he fell into his peaceful, final rest.
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