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Praise for EMPIRE AND FRONTIER


“Samuel Marquis recovers a pivotal but long-neglected chapter of early United States history. Marquis writes with the narrative drive of the best popular historians, and his eye for character, human complexity, and cross-cultural nuance makes this essential reading for anyone interested in how empires were made and unmade on the American frontier.”

—Greg Grandin, PhD, Pulitzer Prize–winning historian and author of America, América: A New History of the New World

“A gripping, well-researched narrative that illuminates one of the more overlooked chapters in early American history: the unlikely alliance between Dutch-American frontiersman Colonel Peter Schuyler and the Five Nations of the Iroquois (Haudenosaunee). Marquis humanizes this cultural collision without romanticizing the era, bringing to life high-stakes diplomacy, friendships, and raw battlefield realities. Vivid and insightful, this book puts you on the gritty edge of the frontier.”

—Patrick K. O’Donnell, historian and author of The Unvanquished and Revolutionary Snipers

“Marquis creates a rich narrative interwoven with individual heroism, wartime brutality, political subterfuge, and cultural interconnection. A valuable addition to the canon.”

—J. D. Dickey, author of Boston, 1776 and Empire of Mud: The Secret History of Washington, DC

“A highly momentous tale, filled with deadly skirmishes and shifting alliances with local Indian tribes along the Albany frontier. Marquis reveals, in meticulous detail, how invaluable this Iroquois partnership was in protecting English settlements in the Province of New York and the northeastern colonies. Essential reading for anyone interested in great power rivalry during the seventeenth century.”

—John Reeves, author of Grant’s Betrayal: Power, Corruption, and the Theft of the Black Hills

“Training a storyteller’s imaginative eye on period documents and other historians’ research, Samuel Marquis brings to life three seventeenth-century characters. The result is a compelling tale about the colonial world that Indigenous, Dutch, English, and French powers bloodily created together. Fast-paced, quirky, and opinionated, this is a book to be noticed.”

—Daniel K. Richter, PhD, professor at the University of Pennsylvania

“Fascinating and richly detailed. Out of this polyglot and often brutal frontier came the beginnings of a new kind of politics, for a brand-new kind of nation.”

—Scott Ellsworth, author of Midnight on the Potomac

“Samuel Marquis has peopled his vivid history of King William’s War with memorable characters, including a fascinating Mohawk-Dutch interpreter named Hilletie van Olinda, as well as better-known politicians, military leaders, and even pirates. This fast-paced narrative shows how the Haudenosaunee controlled the fate of European colonists who had been desperate to create profitable communities in the Northeast since Henry Hudson sailed upriver in 1609.”

—Peter C. Mancall, PhD, author of Contested Continent: The Struggle for North America, c. 1000–1680

“Empire and Frontier combines the charm and accessibility of biographical writing and the analytical probing of academic scholarship. By narrating the forging of the Anglo-Iroquois military alliance with a focus on the dramatic interactions between captivating individuals, Samuel Marquis does a great service to the field of diplomatic history. This biographical approach highlights the role that individuals play in shaping the fates of nations.”

—Guy Chet, PhD, professor of history at the University of North Carolina and author of The Ocean is a Wilderness and The Colonists’ American Revolution
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To the memory of the legendary Dr. Kennard B. Bork—

Professor of Geology and Paleontology at Denison University,

a true Renaissance Man, and my most inspirational teacher and mentor.





We remember how it was in former times when we were a strong and powerful People. Colonel Schuyler used frequently to come amongst us, and by this means we were kept together.

—Mohawk headman Hendrick Tejonihokarawa of the Wolf Clan, 1754

My heart is broken to see so much of my Brethren’s blood shed and I will take some of the prisoners back again either by force or by stratagem [adroit diplomacy].

—Mohawk War Captain Lawrence of the Wolf Clan, following the devastating February 1690 attack on Schenectady, vowing to hunt down the retreating French and Indian war party and to recover the twenty-seven captured American prisoners








CAST OF HISTORICAL FIGURES (1689–1701)


Principal Point-of-View Historical Characters

Major-Colonel Peter Schuyler: Dutch-American mayor of Albany, Indian Affairs commissioner, and commander of New York militia; born in 1657 in Beverwyck (Albany), New Netherlands, into a powerful Dutch immigrant family of humble beginnings; fluent in Dutch, English, and Mohawk; led joint English-Iroquois military expeditions against New France (French Canada); respected and beloved by the Five Iroquois Nations, who referred to him as “Brother Quider.”

War Captain Lawrence: Mohawk war leader, peace negotiator, and Protestant Christian member of the Albany Dutch Reformed Church; born around 1663 into the Mohawk Wolf Clan near Tionnontoguen in the Mohawk River Valley; led Five Nations in several important war expeditions against the French with Peter and Johannes Schuyler; conducted peace conferences and negotiated with French-Canadian leaders for the return of colonial American and Iroquois prisoners.

Hilletie van Olinda: Biracial and multilingual Mohawk-Dutch woman in Schenectady and Albany; important council interpreter, Protestant Christian religious text translator, and messenger between the Iroquois and New York Indian officials; born around 1646 as fourth child of matriarch Ots-Toch of Mohawk Wolf Clan and Dutch trader Cornelius van Slyck; moved to Schenectady in 1663, where she became a household servant, was taught to read and write Dutch, was baptized, and became paid government interpreter and key cross-cultural facilitator in Anglo-Iroquois diplomacy.



New York Royal Governors

Richard Coote, 1st Earl of Bellomont (1698–1701): Irish-born Whig nobleman and colonial governor of New York, Massachusetts Bay, and New Hampshire; bombastic pro-Leislerian governor disliked by the Iroquois; ousted his predecessor Benjamin Fletcher and led anti-piracy crusade in American colonies; enemy of Peter Schuyler and Hilletie van Olinda; lead sponsor of Captain Kidd’s ill-fated 1696–1699 Indian Ocean pirate-hunting expedition.

Colonel Benjamin Fletcher (1692–1698): Tory royal governor and commander in chief of New York Province and northeastern English colonies during King William’s War (1689–1697); longtime English soldier and friend of Peter Schuyler; called Cayenquiragoe (Great Swift Arrow) by the Iroquois, who respected him; as governor, he enriched New York but lined his own pockets by condoning the lucrative Madagascar pirate trade.

Richard Ingoldsby (1691–1692): Major-Colonel of English troops in New York Province; acting governor from July 1691–August 1692.

Henry Sloughter (1691): Royal governor briefly from April–July 1691 who put down Leisler’s Rebellion; godfather of Mohawk war leader Lawrence’s baptized son Henry.

Jacob Leisler (1689–1691): German-born merchant, New York City militia officer, and leader of Leisler’s Rebellion; acting lieutenant governor from June 1689–March 1691; fiercely anti-Catholic, militant Calvinist Protestant; corrupt, incompetent, and despotic colonial administrator; enemy of Peter Schuyler, Lawrence, and Hilletie van Olinda.

Francis Nicholson (1688–1689): Tory lieutenant governor of the Dominion of New England, serving under Edmund Andros; de facto ruler of New York Province until Leisler’s Rebellion in June 1689, when Nicholson fled to London.



Five Tribes of the Iroquois Confederacy (Haudenosaunee)

Sanonguirese: Anglophile Mohawk headman, member of Bear Clan, and frequent Albany council spokesman; one of the elderly “principal sachems” of the Five Nations and unbaptized traditionalist throughout his life; friend of Lawrence.

Onnonouagaren: Anglophile Mohawk war captain, council spokesman, and peace negotiator; friend and fighting comrade of Lawrence.

Sadekanaktie: Anglophile Onondaga Iroquois headman and council spokesman.

Teganissorens: Onondaga headman and orator of the Five Nations who became the leading advocate for the neutralist faction, the leading Iroquois council spokesperson of his generation, and a key figure in the Grand Iroquois, English, and French Settlement of 1701.

Rode: Elderly Anglophile Mohawk chieftain and Five Nations council spokesman born in 1615; member of the Mohawk Turtle Clan; baptized in the Protestant Christian faith late in life in 1695.

Togouiroui: Francophile Kahnawake Mohawk war chief known as the Great Mohawk; led French and Indian war party in 1690 attack on Schenectady; baptized by Canadian French Jesuits as Joseph and known by the Dutch of Albany as Kryn; knew Lawrence from their time together at Kahnawake mission outside Montreal.

Ourehouare: Cayuga Iroquois headman and war leader born in 1650; favorite of French royal governor Count Frontenac; served two years as a galley slave aboard a French warship fighting the Barbary pirates in the Mediterranean, along with fifty other captured Iroquois warriors.

Maria Iose: Wife of Mohawk war leader Lawrence; daughter of the powerful Mohawk Turtle Clan matriarch Karanondo (Lifter); mother of Sagonorasse (baptized Adam), Henry, and Hendrick.



Crown-Colonial Officials and Citizens

King William III: Dutch Prince of Orange who became King of England, Ireland, and Scotland from 1689 until his death in 1702; commander in chief of English forces during King William’s War; ruled alongside his wife Queen Mary II, until her death from smallpox in December 1694, in the joint reign of William and Mary.

Louis de Buade, Comte de Frontenac: Governor general of New France (French Canada) from 1672 to 1682 and again from 1689 to his death in 1698; former soldier and architect of French expansion in North America; commander in chief of Franco-Indian attacks on New York and New England colonies during King William’s War and defender of New France against joint Anglo-Iroquois attacks by New York and New England colonies; called Yonondio by the Iroquois.

Robert Livingston: Scottish-born merchant and New York government official in Indian affairs and supplying English troops; first lord of Livingston Manor in Hudson River Valley; accumulated much of his fortune by selling “illegal cargoes” to the French in wartime and siphoning money that was supposed to be used to feed the English soldiers of Albany; chief promoter and manager of Captain Kidd’s ill-fated 1696–1699 Indian Ocean pirate-hunting expedition.

Reverend Godfredius Dellius: Clergyman of the Albany Dutch Reformed Church and missionary to the Mohawks; staunch opponent of Jacob Leisler during Leisler’s Rebellion; worked closely with Mohawk interpreter Hilletie van Olinda; architect of shady land deal with Mohawks in 1690s that ended his career in New York in disgrace and forced him to return to the Netherlands.

Jacob Milborne: English-born New York militia captain and second-in-command to Jacob Leisler during Leisler’s tumultuous 1689–1691 administration; married Leisler’s daughter Mary to become his son-in-law; served as an indentured servant in Barbados and Connecticut before immigrating to New York in 1668; known for his extreme Protestant Calvinist beliefs and being a hothead in public affairs.

Captain Johannes Schuyler: Dutch-American captain in New York militia; youngest brother of Colonel Peter Schuyler; led joint English-Iroquois military expedition against New France in 1690, fighting alongside Mohawk war leader Lawrence.

Captain William Kidd: New York privateer, merchant sea captain, and former Caribbean buccaneer; wealthy gentleman, civic leader, and founding father of Trinity Church; commander of Crown-sponsored 1696–1699 Indian Ocean expedition to hunt pirates and French merchant ships during King William’s War.

Frederick Philipse: Wealthiest merchant in New York Province from both licit and illicit transoceanic trade from 1675 until his death in 1702; anglicized Dutchman who arrived on American shores in the mid-1650s as a carpenter and rose to become first Lord of the Manor of Philipsburg and patriarch of the Philipse family; anti-Leislerian member of New York governor’s council; known as “the Pirate King” for pioneering the lucrative Indo-Atlantic Red Sea pirate trade between New York and Madagascar.

Nicholas Bayard: Wealthy anglicized Dutch merchant and governor’s council member in New York City; former head of New York City militia imprisoned by Leisler for being an outspoken critic; friend of Peter Schuyler, Frederick Philipse, and Captain Kidd, and enemy of Leisler and Lord Bellomont.

William Blathwayt: Tory Secretary of War and powerful member of the English Privy Council, the king’s cabinet in London charged with colonial administration; one of the primary wheeler-dealers in imperial patronage in London in the 1690s.

Charles Talbot, the 1st Duke of Shrewsbury: English Whig secretary of state for the Southern Department, responsible for Southern England, Wales, Ireland, and the American colonies during King William’s War; acting regent whenever the king was absent from England; affectionately referred to as the “King of Hearts” by William III; key backer of Captain Kidd’s 1696-1699 Indian Ocean voyage.






1LEISLER’S REBELLION

On June 10 of the Year of Our Lord 1689, the City and Province of New York were not only in a state of open political rebellion that verged on bloody anarchy but stood on the cusp of a grueling nine-year war with imperial France. Peter Schuyler—the Dutch-American mayor of Albany, lead commissioner of Indian Affairs, and major of the New York militia—would soon be on the front lines of both the rebellion and war, but at this moment he was 150 miles upriver from the burning cauldron of New York City and had no idea how dramatically his life was about to change. Though the born-and-bred American backwoodsman had risen to become one of the wealthiest individuals in the colony, was currently one of its most respected citizens, and had witnessed just about everything in his thirty-one years of war and peace on the Indian frontier, nothing could have prepared him for the current turmoil taking place on the oyster-shell-strewn streets of the City. Though he spent most of his time in Albany as the town’s mayor and militia leader, he often conducted political and business affairs in New York City, where his younger brothers Brandt and Philip Schuyler lived as full-time residents.1

When he sailed downriver from Albany, he often stayed at his brother Brandt’s glazed-brick, Dutch-style home on Broad Street in the City’s South Ward. If he had been there on this historic day of June 10, 1689, Major Peter Schuyler would have looked out upon Fort James to the south, which had long been a source of reassurance for New Yorkers but today rose from the southern tip of Manhattan Island like a menacing enemy castle. The fort was stoutly built with four sides, a bastion at each corner, and walls of hard-packed earth, oyster shells, and rubble instead of stone masonry to absorb cannon fire without collapsing. However, that would have meant nothing to Schuyler because the fortress was occupied by Jacob Leisler, the leader of the rebellion, and his provincial troops, who had taken over the City.

The fifty-year-old merchant, militia captain, and ultraorthodox Calvinist Protestant of German extraction had in the past month capitalized on the unsettled state of New York Province in response to the Glorious Revolution, the ongoing political struggle in Europe between Protestants and Catholics over the English throne that had sent several American colonies into disarray. An English Jack fluttered in the crisp breeze above the garrison and her 12-pound cannons mounted on the palisades, but with Leisler and his troops occupying Fort James, Schuyler would not have found his country’s flag comforting.2

Leisler’s rebellious force had captured the fort on May 3 and by June 8 had created a Committee of Safety and elected Leisler commander in chief of the militia and captain of the fort. Within a day of being seized, the stockade was transformed into the primary military command post of the rebellion. Dozens of Leisler’s militiamen now guarded the northern entry gate to the fort, marched along the perimeter, and stood at the ready at the ramparts and battlement cannons. Dispatch couriers and riders on horseback came and went before the heavily armed sentinels clutching pikes, swords, and bayoneted muskets. New York City appeared on the verge of a foreign invasion.3

The fledgling but burgeoning metropole was at this time an English possession with a multiethnic but predominantly Dutch population of some five thousand souls. Conceived by the Westindische Compagnie, or Dutch West India Company (WIC, 1621–1815), to take advantage of the North American fur trade and protect the mouth of the Hudson River, New York City had been founded in 1625 as the Dutch trading post of Nieuw Amsterdam within the colony of New Netherland and was the twelfth oldest continuously occupied European settlement on what would become US soil. Though the English had seized control of New Amsterdam, the Dutch capital of New Netherland, in 1664, renaming it New York, the quintessential Dutch architectural character of the City had been preserved.4 Many of the houses on nearby Stone, Duke, and Pearl Streets were of a three-story Dutch design similar to those of crowded Amsterdam to make use of space and were constructed of both wood and imported red, white, and yellow brick. Along with deeply canted, shingled gable rooftops and facades of dormered brick, the colonial homes had flaring eaves, double-hung sash windows with outward swinging wood shutters, and six-foot stoops up to the front doors, in case of flooding from the nearby East River and North (Hudson) River to the west.5

Though Peter Schuyler continued to spend most of his time in Albany, he and his fellow family members of the powerful Schuyler clan who continued to make the upriver fur-trading outpost their primary residence did considerable business and maintained houses in the global trading center of New York City. Many of them had to come to love the growing, multiethnic port town almost as much as Dutch Albany. But today, with the companies of enemy soldiers carrying muskets with fixed bayonets stomping aggressively about the streets, turning what would one day be known as Lower Manhattan into a police state, Schuyler and his fellow family members who had made New York Province their home for decades would have been in a state of shock. The militarized conditions had put the whole City under strain, not just Schuyler’s younger brothers Brandt and Philip, who lived full-time in the City. Many New Yorkers feared that they would soon be rounded up and stuffed into the Fort James prison.6

Soon, very soon, Peter Schuyler, upriver in Albany, would learn that his cherished colony, the place where he had carved out a life for himself and his wife and children in the New World, was being taken over by a tyrant. And once he received this critical information, he would find himself embroiled in an epic political struggle that would pit him directly against Jacob Leisler. The “great usurper,”7 as many Manhattanites were now calling Leisler, was well on his way to seizing control of the entire royal province in the name of the Glorious Revolution.



The political unrest that would divide Peter Schuyler and his fellow New Yorkers into two bitter, warring factions for the next decade had begun across the Atlantic much earlier, in the fall of 1688, when the Catholic King James II was usurped in a coup by English Protestant leaders, his own daughter Mary Stuart, and her Dutch husband, Prince William of Orange. James had angered much of England’s Protestant aristocracy by his pro-Catholic stance, his arbitrary rule, and his absolutist concentration of power at the expense of Parliament. But the last straw occurred in April 1688 when his wife, the queen, gave birth to a son, threatening to force a Catholic dynasty upon England for decades through a legitimate male heir to the throne.8

Recruited by Anglican bishops and England’s political and military elite, the two ardent Protestants William and Mary vowed to rule as equals and accept limits imposed by Parliament to their imperial powers. As the nephew and son-in-law of James, William stood as a viable Protestant alternative for the English throne, and as the military commander of the Netherlands, his goal was to make England an ally in the Dutch war against powerful France. The French were under the rule of Louis XIV—the Roi Soleil, or Sun King, as he was popularly known, the feisty defender of the Catholic faith and a longtime thorn to the English Crown.9

In a bold military gambit and political takeover, William invaded England at the head of fifteen thousand Dutch, Danish, and German troops, and marched for London to seize control of the Protestant nation’s extensive financial and military assets and integrate them into his Dutch alliance. Supported by disgruntled senior English army and navy officers, the Dutch prince and his invasion force crossed the English Channel and made a landing at Brixham in Devon without opposition on November 5, 1688. Switching allegiances from their Catholic monarch to the stronger alliance, most high-ranking English officials abandoned their king and joined William and his wife, Mary. At the same time, James II escaped to France and sought refuge at the court of Louis XIV, who provided him protection and became his guardian.10

Once Prince William’s Dutch forces took control of London, Parliament transferred the throne to William and Mary as joint monarchs after the royal couple signed off on a Bill of Rights ensuring constitutional and civil rights protections. A short time later, the new queen chose to step back from co-rule and allow her Dutch husband to take the lead in Crown affairs. The Whig Protestant political leaders who coordinated the takeover, known as the Whig Junto, were fervent adversaries of the pro-monarchist Tory Party and declared the seizure of power a “Glorious Revolution.”11 Thus, the takeover was skillfully depicted as a spontaneous uprising by united Britons when it was, in truth, a bloodless usurpation spearheaded by Dutch military forces and a rebellious, fiercely anti-Catholic Whig wing of England’s Parliament.12

The outcome of the coup d’état was the security of the Protestant succession, the death knell of royal absolutism, and the establishment of the supremacy of Parliament over the monarchy in England. With the steadfast backing of the Whig aristocracy, King William III formally declared war upon France in May 1689, plunging England into what would turn out to be a prolonged global conflagration of unprecedented cost requiring heavy new taxes. To compete with France, England was forced to build up her army and navy on a massive scale, managed by a cumbersome state bureaucracy and funded by higher taxation.13

While the Glorious Revolution radically transformed the monarchy and ushered in historic constitutional reforms in England, the flight of King James II from the throne and ordination of William and Mary as joint sovereigns had just as dramatic repercussions in colonial America—and Peter Schuyler’s New York Province, in particular. When word of the Revolution had reached American shores back in March and April, political power struggles erupted in New York, Massachusetts, Maryland, and Virginia between those who had served in the regime of the deposed Catholic Stuart king and the Protestant promoters of the new monarchy. The Dominion of New England—James II’s mega-colony that bundled together the eight northern colonies of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, and East and West Jersey by royal fiat—was dissolved and Sir Edmund Andros, the Dominion’s autocratic royal governor, was thrown in jail. The result was several northeastern colonies reverted to their pre-Dominion forms of governance and remained in a state of political crisis and anti-Catholic hysteria.14

The rebels of New York and New England took matters into their own hands by rejecting Sir Edmund Andros and other English officials appointed by James. In New York, the news of the London coup sparked discontented Dutch and other fervently Protestant ethnic groups to rebel against the local officials they associated with Catholic Stuart tyranny. While in Massachusetts and Maryland the citizens quickly united to seize the provincial governments and cast out tainted officeholders, New York was a far more socially and religiously diverse colony, with pent-up tensions and competing factions that had existed for decades. Consequently, its divided citizenry fought violently over who should control political power.15

Political factionalism was also more pronounced in New York because, unlike the New England colonies, New York did not possess a preexisting charter upon which to base the legitimacy of its rebel government. Administrative authority in New York had always been vested in the Catholic James: first as the Duke of York following the English conquest of New Netherland in 1664 and ceding of the Dutch colony to England; and later, in February 1685, when he ascended to the English throne as King James II and his colony became a royal province. Because he had added the royal colony of New York to the Dominion of New England in May 1688, the provincial government lacked constitutional legitimacy with his removal from power and the dissolution of the Dominion of New England.16

After capturing Fort James, forming a Committee of Safety, and electing Leisler commander in chief of the militia and captain of the fort, New York’s hardline Protestant insurgents had removed Lieutenant Governor Nicholson, Andros’s second-in-command and an Anglican, and his former Dominion political appointees, including sheriffs and clerks. Leisler and his supporters claimed that pro-Catholic enemies of the people had joined in a conspiracy with the deposed James II to join with New France, conquer New York, and put it under Roman Catholic rule. The viceroyalty of New France was the North American territory controlled by France in the 17th century, in what is today Canada and a vast swath of the US continental interior extending to Louisiana. With the Dominion of New England dissolved and Fort James seized by Leisler and his troops, Nicholson feared for his life and fled to England. Before his departure, he entrusted the government to his three councilors—Frederick Philipse, Stephanus van Cortlandt, and Nicholas Bayard, all friends of Peter Schuyler—but they, too, were repudiated. Having arrived on American shores in 1653 as a mere carpenter, Philipse had risen to become the wealthiest merchant and property-owner in the colony and the leading voice of the governor’s council.17

Now, on June 10, 1689, with Leisler having assumed full command of the New York militia, a mob mentality had taken hold of the City. For the past two days, Committee of Safety militiamen had lorded over Manhattan like prison guards, standing at the ramparts of the fort and marching about the streets armed with muskets, swords, and pikes—as if the French in Canada and their Catholic sympathizers in New York and New England would invade at any moment. The militiamen continued to root out, publicly harass, and rough up those who questioned their actions, stood against them, or had previously held commissions under Andros and Nicholson. Philipse and his fellow governor’s council members had protested the abuse of the town’s public officials, sailors, and citizens, but to no avail.18

As tensions had escalated in the past two days, Leisler and his militant followers had become increasingly impatient for Frederick Philipse and his fellow members of the ruling Anglo-Dutch elite to declare their unequivocal loyalty to William and Mary. Because Philipse and the other leaders were uncertain if the Dutch prince and his Stuart wife were truly in power and the legitimate heirs to the English throne, they were reluctant to commit to the new king without more definitive information and clear-cut orders from London. Because many of the City’s merchants belonged to New York’s Dutch Reformed Church or the Church of England, they also opposed the rebellion on the grounds that it brought unnecessary violence, panic, and instability to the province. They wanted to slow the process down and not be forced to make a rash decision, especially given that it took six to eight weeks for news to cross the Atlantic. The situation in London might have changed since the initial pronouncement.19

But now, with blood on the streets all but inevitable, Peter Schuyler’s friend Frederick Philipse—who also kept a home in the fur-trading outpost of Dutch Albany—was running out of time. Alarmed at how swiftly the City was sinking into chaos and unsure of what the future portended under the unpredictable Jacob Leisler, Philipse called an emergency meeting with his fellow governor’s council members, Stephanus van Cortlandt and Nicholas Bayard. They quickly decided to prepare a detailed letter for Charles Talbot, the Duke of Shrewsbury, the English secretary of state for the Southern Department who administered the American colonies, warning the Mother Country of the precarious situation. Because of Leisler and “other disaffected and dangerous persons,” wrote Philipse and the council members, “all manner of Government” was overthrown, “no person” or “estate” was safe, and the City would be in “utter ruin” unless the Crown sent “sudden relief.”20

But as the councilors stamped the letter with the official royal seal, it seemed highly unlikely that the City and Province of New York would even be in existence by the time their letter reached London.



On June 22, Leisler and his militiamen proclaimed that they were holding Fort James in the name of the new Protestant King of England and swiftly consolidated their power. Six days later, the Committee of Safety appointed Leisler as permanent captain of the fort, and on August 15, they granted him the authority of commander in chief.21 Once firmly in power, Leisler stripped Philipse, van Cortlandt, and Bayard from the governor’s council and removed other Dominion appointees from their offices, inserted new pro-Leislerians in their place, and began arresting and imprisoning his most ardent opponents. Leisler also took steps to refurbish the fort and requisition supplies for the colony’s defense against Louis de Buade, Comte de Frontenac, the governor-general of New France, and his Gallic legions in Canada, since he knew war with France was inevitable. Leisler also renamed Fort James Fort William in honor of England’s new Dutch king.22

Religion, more than politics, was at the heart of both the Glorious Revolution and Leisler’s Rebellion. On both sides of the Atlantic, no issue stirred the suspicions or sparked the passions of devout English and Dutch Calvinist Protestants more than the fear of Roman Catholicism. In England and colonial America, the Glorious Revolution pitted Protestants and so-called “Williamites,” or supporters of King William, against Catholics and so-called “Jacobites” or “papists,” or those who supported King James and the restoration of the House of Stuart to the English throne.23 For Leisler and his pious followers, “the threat of Catholicism meant not only the specter of heresy but also the yoke of tyranny.”24 He and his fellow Calvinists placed emphasis on the supreme power of God, the sinful tendency of mankind, and the doctrine of predestination, believing that all human events were controlled by God, thus denying free will. Fiercely anti-Catholic, they viewed the world through the narrow prism of a never-ending, apocalyptic struggle between so-called “papists” and Protestants.25

At the same time, political affiliation, class, ethnicity, and family connections also played a role in the rebellion. The Leislerians tended to be more Dutch or German than English or Scottish; were more likely farmers, artisans, and second-tier merchants than upper-rung merchants or landholders; and were more likely to be conservative Calvinist Protestants than belong to the Anglican Church or practice any of the other more progressive versions of Protestantism. Factional tensions between the elite and second-tier Euro-American families jostling for power and preeminence also played a role in the unrest in New York City, Albany, Long Island, and elsewhere.26

But for Jacob Leisler, religion was the driving force for the revolution waged in his name. His main conflict was between New York’s Calvinist Protestants and the City’s English and Dutch colonists who belonged to the Church of England or Dutch Reformed Church. He wanted hardline Protestantism to triumph over Anglicanism because he believed the Anglican Church would eventually submit to Roman Catholicism, whose political and religious leaders under James II had governed arbitrarily and had persecuted Protestants for their religious affiliation.27 He had acquired his longtime fear of Roman Catholics from the abuse inflicted upon his father, Reverend Jacob Victorian Leisler, who had been harassed by the Spanish Catholics during the Inquisition and Europe’s Thirty Years’ War in the late 1630s. After two years of ministering to and aiding the French Protestant community in the Spanish-occupied Palatinate city of Frankenthal, his parents were forced to flee to Frankfurt am Main, Germany, where Leisler was born in 1640. The persecution of his Calvinist family and the local French Huguenots by Spanish Catholics made a lasting impression on young Jacob, setting him on a path of lifelong suspicion and hatred of Catholics.28

Despite Leisler’s populist and anti-elitist appeal, he came from a long line of upper-middle-class Germanic nobles, magistrates, and clergy and was the proud owner of an ancestral family coat of arms. Well educated, he was versed in Latin, fluent in German, French, English, and Dutch, and had close business ties to the wealthy Dutch and English merchants of New York City. In many ways, Leisler was the perfect example of the American Dream. Sailing to North America from Amsterdam aboard Gilded Otter in the spring of 1660, he arrived in New Netherland at age twenty as a junior officer in the Dutch West India Company, and, within two years, he was an independent merchant in the lucrative fur and tobacco trades. By 1663, he had married into the powerful Dutch family of Govert Loockermans, when he took the hand of the widow Elsie Tymens in marriage, giving him further access to the growing port city’s booming economy, and eventually providing him with many influential English connections. By the mid-1680s, he had worked his way upward to become one of the wealthier merchants in the City, building a vast trading network extending from New York to Suriname, Amsterdam, and London. He lived with his wife, Elsie, and their seven children in a resplendent waterfront mansion on Pearl Street overlooking the East River estuary.29

Thus, while Leisler’s Rebellion was a combined populist ethnic Dutch and Calvinist religious revolt against “elitism” and “papism,” the leader of the rebellion came from well-to-do European lineage and was an affluent, anglicized member of New York. He regularly wore a powdered periwig and carried a walking cane. Yet, despite his upper-middle-class origins and prosperity since emigrating to New York, he reserved his greatest animosity for New York’s Anglo-Dutch elite that included Frederick Philipse and Peter Schuyler, whom he believed unfairly controlled the levers of political and economic power in the City and throughout the province. A combative personality and religious fanatic, Leisler had had several run-ins over the years with Schuyler and the magistrates and church leaders of Dutch Albany, as well as numerous others in New York Province, which had earned him a reputation for intolerance and pugnacity.30

The Leislerians’ goal was to simultaneously root out all “Jacobites” and “papists” and level the economic playing field for their followers—mostly disenfranchised Dutch men and women from the lower and middle classes, who had not fared well under English rule. They were also at odds with leaders of New York’s Dutch Reformed Church, who refused to cast aside Dominion officeholders and openly back Leisler and his rebellion. However, for Leisler, effectively administering the office of royal governor proved daunting since he was burdened with a money-draining war with France, a depressed economy, a poorly defended Albany frontier, and widespread feelings of uncertainty throughout much of the province.31

As the chaotic summer of 1689 unfolded and the myriad problems confronting the province began to overwhelm him, Leisler became more undemocratic and arbitrary, especially as his foes dug in their heels and fled from the City to escape his roundups. He continued to desperately seek the stamp of approval for his actions from the Crown and the support of the entire province, not merely a sizable faction in New York City and in a few smaller pockets. But garnering the endorsement of William and Mary and the backing of the majority of New Yorkers, Albanians, Long Islanders, and other holdouts, who refused to recognize his legitimacy, continued to prove elusive.32

And his most formidable adversary happened to be one of the wealthiest and most well-connected denizens of New York and the greatest friend and protector of the Iroquois—the American-born frontiersman Peter Schuyler.





2THE GATHERING STORM

The stunning news that England had declared war on France in May 1689 in the name of the Glorious Revolution did not reach New York Province until early August. King William’s War, as it would become known in English America, would soon turn into a global contest fought for the next nine years in Europe, West Africa, the East and West Indies, and English and French North America. In England, the conflict was known as the “War of the League of Augsburg,” while in France and the Dutch Republic it was referred to as the “War of the Grand Alliance.”1

The timing of the war declaration could not have been worse for Jacob Leisler, for by midsummer he was not only deeply unpopular in New York City and on Long Island but far up the Hudson River in Albany. Peter Schuyler, the anglicized Dutch mayor of Albany, who doubled as major of the militia, and his fellow officials firmly rejected Leisler’s authority from the very beginning. To maintain their political independence, preserve their valuable fur-trading monopoly, and protect their long-standing alliance with the Five Nations of the Iroquois, Schuyler and his fellow Albanians created a Convention in early August composed of local civil and military leaders. Declaring themselves loyal to William and Mary and the Glorious Revolution while awaiting the arrival of Governor Nicholson’s Crown-appointed replacement, they rebuffed Leisler’s aggressive attempts to bring the community under his control.2

No town in 17th-century America was more traditionally Dutch than Albany—or more resistant to outsiders meddling in its economic affairs and peaceful relations with the Iroquois. In 1689, the original Dutch West India Company settlement founded in 1652 was a small village of around seven hundred people, protected from attack by a wooden stockade with five blockhouses. The town had only two streets, which crossed one another at right angles in the configuration of a wishbone. Haendeler’s Straat, or Trader’s Street, ran roughly north and south parallel to the river, while oriented generally east and west and partially up a steep hill was Yonkheer’s Straat, or Gentleman’s Street, known today as State Street. Clustered along Haendeler’s and Yonkheer’s streets in the stockaded village were over 150 houses crowded close together next to the Hudson River. Because the two dirt thoroughfares pinched together at the ends in a pattern that reminded early visitors of a fishnet, the town center had been known since Albany’s inception as the fuyck, the Dutch term for a fishnet or deer trap.3 Between Haendeler’s Street and the Hudson lay the original Dutch fort, Fort Orange, which had been abandoned shortly after the English takeover of New Netherland in 1664 and replaced by a new fort, Fort Frederick, located at the top of the high hill above the town and farther from the river.4

The earliest and staunchest resistance to Leisler’s regime came not from New York City or Long Island but from Dutch Albany. Withholding their support from Leisler, Mayor Peter Schuyler and the Convention preferred to govern themselves. However, this meant that they had to shoulder the burden in King William’s War against Count de Frontenac and his potent French and Indian army gathering strength in New France.5 Throughout the summer, the Albanians had organized the region’s defenses and directed public affairs, but in early September when they learned from the young Mohawk war captain Lawrence and other Anglophile Iroquois scouts that French invasion was imminent, they swallowed their pride and asked Leisler for one hundred men to help protect their fur-trading outpost on the Hudson. But Leisler refused any aid until the Convention officially recognized his authority and dissolved itself.6

Disappointed yet determined to protect the Albany frontier, Schuyler and the Convention collected a special war provision tax and turned to neighboring Connecticut to loan them a company of soldiers to defend themselves against the rumored French invasion. When the New Englanders generously agreed, Leisler became enraged and a bitter feud arose between his government and Connecticut’s leaders. Outmaneuvered by Schuyler and the Convention, the outraged Leisler sent a militia force of heavily armed soldiers upriver in early November 1689 under his second-in-command, Jacob Milborne.7 Leisler sought not only the surrender of the Albany Convention and recognition of his legitimacy, but to ensure that his government in New York City retained control of the entire province and all its political and business affairs, including conducting negotiations with the League Iroquois allied with the English.8

But Schuyler, his fellow Albanians, and their powerful Iroquois allies stood in Leisler and Milborne’s way.



Leisler recognized early in his seizure of power that while New York City was the strategic center of the mainland English American colonies, the upriver fur-trading outpost of Albany was just as vital to the province and his own success. In the late 17th century, the two cities were closely connected politically, militarily, culturally, and commercially, with Albany essentially a satellite of the larger metropole to the south. Not only did the two trading centers form the northern and southern extremities of the Hudson River’s vital inland waterway transport system, Albany served as the supply depot and launching point of English attacks on French Canada. Moreover, New York’s royal governors routinely made trips to Albany to conduct diplomatic councils with delegations of the powerful Five Nations of the Iroquois, or Haudenosaunee, the “People of the Longhouse.”9

The Iroquois League, or Five Nations as the Confederation was known, included the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas, and Senecas, living in what is today the Albany-Schenectady region and most of New York State, northern Pennsylvania, and the eastern Great Lakes region. The Iroquois viewed the Confederation as a metaphorical Longhouse extending in a rectangular, east-to-west corridor from the Hudson River Valley to southeastern Lake Ontario. The Mohawks—the Kanien’kehá:ka or “People of the Flint” as they called themselves—were the Keepers of the Eastern Door of the Five Nations’ symbolic Longhouse, while the Senecas were the Keepers of the Western Door. The Onondagas in the middle of the metaphorical Longhouse were the Keepers of the Central Council Fire and Wampum. More precious than gold or silver to the Native Iroquois and Algonquin tribes as trade currency and known for its sociopolitical and ceremonial power, wampumpeag (wampum) consisted of woven strings or belts of small, symmetrical white and purple beads made from shallow marine quahog and whelk shells. Wampum was the shell currency used by all five of the Iroquois Nations in the fur trade, and wampum belts consisted of beads of polished shells strung in belts used by various North American Indian tribes in making ceremonial pledges. The Mohawks, Senecas, and Onondagas were the “elder brothers” of the Longhouse and played a prominent role in New York’s diplomatic and military affairs in the late 17th century.10

Since the inception of the Dutch colony of New Netherland, the Haudenosaunee had controlled the fate of not only the Dutch Hudson River Valley settlements but New York City far to the south. Though the Dutch had by 1625 set up beaver-trading stockades at New Amsterdam on Manhattan Island and Fort Orange near present-day Albany, and by 1662, had added Beverwyck and Wiltwyck (later Esopus) to their commercial network, they did so only through the consent of the powerful Iroquois. By 1689, the People of the Longhouse were not only a critical trading partner but a protective shield for both the Hudson River Valley settlements and New York City in fending off attack by Frontenac’s professional French soldiers and Canadian militia, as well as his Wendat (Huron), Odawa (Ottawa), and Laurentian Iroquois allies from the Montreal and western Great Lakes regions.11

Throughout the fall of 1689, New York’s officials fretted that Frontenac would secretly muster his forces at Montreal and launch a major land-based assault upon Albany and even New York City itself, while a French war fleet simultaneously sailed down from Quebec to roll up the entire colony in a joint land-sea operation.12 Due to its “strategic importance,”13 Albany was regarded by King William III and English officials on both sides of the Atlantic as “the only bulwark and safeguard of all their Majesty’s Plantations on the Main of America,” since the French would have to attack from Canada by land and not just by sea.14

However, the Albany borderlands only served as a “bulwark” against French and Indian attack due to the strong Anglophile-Iroquois presence in the region. The Five Nations had long understood the power they wielded over their Euro-American allies—whom they referred to as “Christians” or “Brethren”—when it came to the defense of Albany, the Mohawk and Hudson River valleys, and the bustling port town perched on the southern tip of Manhattan Island. Their villages in Iroquoia were referred to by the Dutch and English as “castles” because they were formidable defensive bastions to protect against French and Indian attacks from New France and the Great Lakes region. In the late 17th century, Iroquois “castles” were enclosed by stout wooden palisades consisting of double rows of tall, sharpened logs standing side by side to form walls that protected the residents from attack. In addition to having inner and outer stockades encircling the villages, the fortifications had interlocking diamond patterns, protected galleries, and watchtowers to fend off attack.15

Having grown up in Albany, Peter Schuyler fully appreciated both the military might wielded by the Iroquois and Albany’s strategic importance. Born in 1657 in Beverwyck, New Netherlands, into a powerful Dutch immigrant family of humble beginnings, Schuyler was not only Albany’s preeminent government official but the most trusted and beloved diplomat for the Five Iroquois Nations.16 He was the second son of Philip Pieterse Schuyler (1628–1683), a simple gunstock-maker who went on to become a leading government official and fur-trader; and Margarita van Slichtenhorst (1628–1711), daughter of the resident director of Rensselaerswyck, one of the founding Dutch settlements near Albany. Young Peter spent much of his youth not only ice skating upon the frozen Hudson and racing down hillsides on sleds made of rope and white pine, but exploring the wilds among the Mohawks, Mahicans, and other Indigenous tribes. Like Hawkeye in The Last of the Mohicans, he learned to hunt and track at an early age and to speak in the Mohawk tongue, in addition to mastering Dutch and English. He also learned early on to patiently listen to Indigenous peoples, to understand and appreciate their rituals, and to sympathize with them as human beings. Though the Dutch were aggressive mercantilists with a nose for profit, their approach to the New World was far different from the bellicose and imperialistic English, French, and Spanish. Due to their belief in strong trade partnerships, the Dutch of the Albany frontier advocated for fair treatment in political and commercial dealings with Native Americans, placed a high premium on maintaining peace with them, and helped mediate between rival Native factions to reduce conflict.17

Because of his unique frontier Dutch-American upbringing, Schuyler not only had important connections to the Dutch of Albany and New York City, where his father, Captain Philip Schuyler, had owned property and had held business interests, but to the Indigenous peoples of the Five Nations. His father had long been friendly and traded with the Iroquois as well as served as an interpreter in councils—and Peter Schuyler continued the family tradition. By 1685, the twenty-eight-year-old frontiersman was married to the affluent Angelica van Schaick, served the Albany community as an Indian agent and the treasurer of the Dutch Reformed Church, and had risen to a lieutenant of cavalry in the Albany militia and judge of the Court of Oyer and Terminer. Distinguishing himself as a good listener and natural leader—“ever temperate in his views and just to others”—in 1686 he became Albany’s first mayor and ex officio chairman of the Board of the Commissioners for Indian Affairs when the fur-trading center was incorporated as a city. In the ensuing years, he would rise to the rank of colonel of the Albany militia, the highest grade ever granted to a native New Yorker by the Crown.18

As mayor of Albany and a leader in Indian affairs, he conducted all negotiations with the Five Nations and other Native American tribes of New York and was the top government official in negotiations in the absence of the colonial governor. All news of the French or their Indian allies in Canada was first communicated to him in Albany, and he, in turn, transmitted this information to the Crown-appointed governor in New York City. As the most prominent leader in borderlands Indian diplomacy during the early colonial era, Schuyler served as both liaison and protector of the League Iroquois. Because of his dedicated public service toward the Five Nations, the Iroquois bestowed upon him the honorable moniker “Brother Quider,” the council title for the government of Albany based on a Mohawk pronunciation of Schuyler’s given name, “Peter.”19

The formal alliance between the Five Tribes of the Iroquois Nation and English America in the 17th and 18th centuries was known as the Covenant Chain. Initiated in 1677, the political arrangement established a series of treaties to stabilize relations with the Haudenosaunee by engaging in peaceful trading and community building within New York and bordering colonies. With the governments of New York, Massachusetts, Maryland, and Virginia signing on to the treaties, the Covenant Chain alliance ensured cooperation and peace between the Iroquois and the four English colonies, and between the Iroquois and their traditional enemies, which included the Mahicans, Schaghticokes, Susquehannocks, and other Algonquins.20

For the Five Nations, the synergistic arrangement with the Protestant English gave rise to a lengthy period of dominance in the northeast, making the Haudenosaunee the “first among equals by virtue of their ability to serve as brokers between English governments and Indian nations.”21 The League Iroquois benefitted by acquiring security on their eastern and southern borders and by gaining direct and safe access to the Albany fur market, where, according to Frontenac himself, beaver pelts sold at favorable prices typically one-third higher than in New France. The Albany nexus also provided the Iroquois with a steady supply of muskets, powder, ammunition, and cooking wares that were critical to their continued success against the Great Lakes nations of the Pays d’en haut (Upper Country or Western tribes), Canadian Algonquins, and the French.22

For the English provinces, the Covenant Chain helped protect New York City and other coastal townships from French and Indian attack. The Crown’s close ties to the League Iroquois pacified the Mahicans and other Algonquian-speaking tribes, since they had no choice but to collaborate with the most powerful northeastern Indigenous confederacy and to move to the margins of Iroquoia as a security buffer.23 The alliance also provided New York with a ready supply of veteran allied warriors to launch attacks and combat the French throughout the continental interior and into Canada.24

Schuyler and his fellow Albany officials went to great lengths to preserve the Covenant Chain and nurture their close diplomatic, economic, and military alliance with the Iroquois. During his long career as mayor of Albany, Indian Affairs liaison, and commanding officer of armed forces fighting the French, Schuyler worked hand in hand with the young Mohawk war leader and diplomat Lawrence to achieve peace and prosperity for both Euro-American New Yorkers and the Iroquois.25

But in the fall of 1689, the diplomatic skills of Schuyler and Lawrence were put to the test when they were forced to take on Jacob Milborne and the Leisler regime.



On November 8, 1689, Milborne and his band of fifty-one New York militiamen dispatched by Leisler disembarked from three sloops anchored in the Hudson and tromped into Dutch Albany with beating war drums and primed muskets. The hotheaded lieutenant was determined to bring Schuyler and the Albany Convention to their knees by seizing control of the military garrison and reinforcing it with his own officers and troops. An Englishman by birth, Milborne had been an indentured servant in Barbados and Connecticut before immigrating to New York in 1668. Following his term of bondage, he had served as a bookkeeper in the City until 1672 and became known for his fanatical Protestant beliefs and combativeness.26

Not happy with the situation but wanting to avoid bloodshed, Schuyler and the town’s leaders extended an olive branch to Milborne by inviting him to address the Convention at the Stadhuis—City Hall. However, Leisler’s second-in-command refused to read the proclamation from his commander in chief in front of Schuyler and the Convention and instead addressed the townspeople directly. He claimed that he and his troops were here to rescue the province from Catholic tyranny, popery, and the unlawful rule of James II and Albany’s civil and military officeholders of the Convention. But Milborne was rejected not only by the mayor and Convention but by a substantial number of Albany’s townspeople, as well as Lawrence and the Iroquois, who were keeping a close eye on the proceedings.27

Despite the rebuff, a vocal minority of Albanians and Schenectadians came out in support of Leisler and Milborne.28 Schenectady at this time was a remote village twenty miles northwest of Albany on the edge of Mohawk country. Leisler had sent a letter to the settlers of Schenectady the week before dispatching Milborne, inviting them to show their support by coming to Albany and enticing them with the promise of breaking Albany’s fur trade monopoly to their benefit. While some of the local farmers and tradesmen hurried to “Albany in all speed to receive privileges and liberties,” most of the citizens of Schenectady, many of whom had kinship ties to the Iroquois through marriage, refused to make the journey. They forcefully maintained that “great disquiet” would arise among the Mohawks and their other Haudenosaunee allies in the region. Those who made the trip to Albany, however, were rabid Leislerians, and they came out in vociferous support of Milborne.29

Over two days of tense meetings, the Convention delegates and majority of the citizens reaffirmed their loyalty to William and Mary and commitment to the Glorious Revolution. But they refused to surrender the Albany Convention until a royal governor was appointed by the rightful king and queen. The town’s government officials also made it clear that Schuyler, as major in the Albany militia, would remain the commander of the town’s garrison over Milborne and that, until explicit orders were received from their new sovereigns, they would continue to coordinate the war against New France on their own and conduct negotiations with the Five Nations without outside interference.30 Milborne countered by offering an inducement: he would leave behind his militia company to reinforce the fort at Crown expense if the Convention submitted. This offer was rejected, too, since the Albanians had already secured the promise of one hundred troops from Connecticut and had no need for the New York City militia.31 Schuyler, who by this time had mustered his forces inside Fort Frederick and refused to give his militiamen up to Milborne, knew that Leisler’s offer was nothing more than a ploy to seize the garrison and take over Albany’s lawful government and militia.32

The debate went on for five more days without resolution, while Schuyler went back and forth between the garrison and City Hall to meet with the increasingly frustrated and belligerent Milborne. The Convention had no intention of allowing Leisler to dictate the region’s economic or military policies, or to put their Crown-approved fur-trading monopoly at risk.33 After multiple rejections, Milborne turned to violence to achieve his aims.34 One week after his arrival to Albany, on November 15, he marched his band of more than fifty heavily armed Manhattan militiamen aggressively up Gentleman’s Street to Fort Frederick at the top of the hill overlooking the town.35



Watching the unfolding showdown from the adjacent hill, the twenty-six-year-old war leader Lawrence and a force of some eight hundred Iroquois warriors, mostly Mohawks, had other ideas. They did not take kindly to threats against their “Brother Quider” and their “Brethren” of Albany with whom they held a sacred and binding Covenant Chain.36

Lawrence the Mohawk, as the war captain and peace envoy was known by Schuyler and the White Euro-Americans of Albany and Schenectady, stood as a towering figure in the 1690s. Unfortunately, his Native name is lost to history, and he is known only by his anglicized Christian name “Lawrence,” given to him in the late 1680s during his baptism by the French Jesuits at the Kahnawake Iroquois mission outside Montreal. His baptismal name was likely in tribute to Saint Lawrence, one of the seven deacons of Rome under Pope Sixtus II, who were martyred in the persecution of the Christians ordered by the Roman emperor Valerian in 258 A.D. Allied with Schuyler and the Albanians throughout much of his life, Lawrence of the Five Nations came from a prominent family of the Mohawk Wolf Clan and had proven himself in battle against
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