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    Foreword


    Welcome to My First Acting Series! If you are not five to nine years old, PUT DOWN THIS BOOK! (OK, if you are a parent, guardian, teacher, agent, or someone’s who’s just interested, you are welcome, too.)


    In My First Monologue Book, we learned about what a monologue is and how to rehearse one. That book covered basic, everyday situations for kids like not wanting to go to bed, having to eat broccoli, and making new friends. If you haven’t already seen it, check it out!


    Now you know how to act like a kid your age, whether that boy or girl is nice, selfish, funny, smart—or all those things! My Second Monologue Book stretches your acting skills and your imagination even further. You can act out many historical, famous, and imaginary characters. This means you can play adults who do different jobs and come from different parts of the world.


    My Third Monologue Book challenges your imagination and your brain! In this book, you act out characters in places far and near. Plus, you have to guess where the character is—in Egypt? Chicago? Oz? This book is very interactive. See what it’s like to play detective!


    Finally, in this book, we get to scenes! Whoopie! My First Scene Book shows situations a lot of kids will recognize. These situations are tricky and sticky, though: When do you listen to the rules? When do you break the rules? What are rules for? Why should you be polite? What do you do if other people don’t act nice? Discussion questions at the end of each scene help you think about what is happening and decide how you feel about the characters and situations.


    Act out the characters for your family and friends! See if you can become this person with how you act and how you dress. Be creative! There’s no wrong way to use this book. Dress up, have girls do boys’ parts, make some of the girls into boys, write in the book, draw in the book, color the pictures—whatever you like! Feel free to ask adults and teachers for help with words you do not understand.


    (Note: Parents and teachers, since these scenes are meant to be conversational, this book contains a lot of contractions and sentence fragments. It is a good opportunity to discuss what contractions are as well as the difference between formal language and conversational language. The goals of this book are primarily to sound realistic, provoke questions and opinions, create a unique acting volume, question morals and manners, and be a reading comprehension guide. Agents and managers, because the language in this book is highly conversational, it is a very good source for scenes that meet kids where they are now, developmentally.)


    Next in the series will be My Second Scene Book. This book will have far-out scenes and imaginative people, places, and events! What is it like to live on the moon? Be a dragon? Battle a wizard? Prepare yourself for the adventure of your life as you put together all of the skills in the previous books in this series!


    See how these books grow with you and your skills? Each book builds on the one before it.


    
      	Teachers: Look for the Teacher’s Guide to this series for many ideas about how to use this book in the classroom.


      	English/Drama Teachers and Parents: There will also be a guide to acting (My First Acting Book) with theater games, exercises, acting techniques, and information on how to be an actor.


      	Agents: These monologues are immediate and active, with different emotions and levels within each monologue. Great for auditions.

    


    Enjoy and explore!


    Kristen Dabrowski

  


  
    Acting Lessons


    
      	A scene is a short play with more than one character.


      	When you are reading a scene out loud, think and talk like your character.


      	Try to understand how your character thinks and feels. This is very important! When you are an actor, you should behave just like your character.


      	Here are some examples of stage directions:

        (CARL walks over to AUNT ROCHELLE.)


        (MOM exits.)


        (PENNY starts to smile.)


        (ROBIN runs away.)


        Stage directions are things the characters do in a scene. When you are reading a scene out loud, have someone play the narrator and read all the stage directions. When you are acting out a scene, you can just act out what the stage directions say.

      


      	When you perform a scene in front of an audience, make sure you speak loudly, so everyone can hear you.


      	When you perf o rm a scene in front of an audience, pay attention to the other people onstage.


      	When you perf o rm a scene in front of an audience, walk and dress like your character, too!


      	To memorize (remember without looking at the book) your lines, get a friend or a family member to say them with you over and over and over again.


      	If you are playing a character older or younger than you, think about how this might change how you think, walk, talk, and dress.

    

  


  
    Part 1

    GROSS!
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    What are these characters saying?

    What’s going on in this picture?

    You decide!

  


  
    DINNER TIME


    Gina and Lucy have terrible table manners!


    Characters


    Lucy


    Gina


    (LUCY and GINA sit at a table.)


    LUCY: Give me the butter.


    GINA: Please.


    LUCY: Give me the butter!


    GINA: Please!


    LUCY: Uh, OK, fine. Pleeeeease.


    GINA: That’s better.


    LUCY: You’re so bossy, Gina.


    GINA: You’re so rude, Lucy!


    LUCY: I am not!


    GINA: You never say please.


    LUCY: So what? Please is just another stupid word. Why can’t I just say, “Give me the butter”?


    GINA: Because it’s not polite.


    LUCY: What if I say, “give me the butter” in a really nice voice?


    GINA: It’s still rude.


    LUCY: Why? That doesn’t make sense to me.


    GINA: It’s the rules.


    LUCY: Why are there so many rules?! I hate it. Clean you room. Brush your teeth. Say please! I get so sick of being told what to do.


    GINA: Why can’t you just do all that stuff without complaining? What’s the big deal? It’s not hard to say please or brush your teeth.


    LUCY: But I don’t want to!


    GINA: You have to!


    LUCY: Why why why!


    GINA: If you don’t brush your teeth, they will fall out, and your breath will stink, and you’ll have no friends. If you don’t say please, people will think you’re rude.


    LUCY: But why?


    GINA: I can’t take it! You don’t understand anything!


    (GINA starts eating food with her hands, shoveling things into her mouth.)


    LUCY: What are you doing?!


    GINA: What’s wrong?


    LUCY: You’re eating with your hands!


    GINA: So?


    LUCY: So it’s disgusting!


    GINA: (Licking her fingers.) No, it’s not.


    LUCY: Oh yes, it is! I’m getting sick just looking at you.


    GINA: You’re being rude again.


    LUCY: You think I’m being rude, but you don’t think you’re disgusting?


    GINA: No! I mean, yes! You’re rude, and I’m fine.


    LUCY: You’re licking your fingers!


    GINA: There’s food on them.


    LUCY: You are impossible!


    GINA: Mind your own business. Just eat your soup.


    LUCY: Fine.


    (LUCY begins slurping her soup. At the same time, GINA burps.)


    GINA/LUCY: Gross!


    GINA/LUCY: You are!


    


    


    Questions


    
      	What things do Gina and Lucy do that show poor table manners?


      	Which girl has the worst behavior? Or are they even?


      	Are there any rules that don’t make sense to you?


      	What are some other things that are polite?


      	Why do people say “please” and “thank you”?


      	Are there any questions you have about table manners?


      	Which is worse: Chewing with your mouth open or spitting your food out if you don’t like it?


      	What is the hardest food to eat politely and why?


      	Do you eat differently at home than you do in restaurants? Why or why not?


      	What should you say if someone serves you a food you don’t like?

    

  


  
    THE KISS


    Anthony has a great time at his grammy’s. Until he has to kiss her good-bye!


    Characters


    Dad


    Anthony


    Grammy


    DAD: OK, Anthony. Time to go.


    ANTHONY: Grammy said I could have one more cookie.


    DAD: Your grandmother spoils you!


    GRAMMY: That is a grandmother’s job.


    (GRAMMY gives ANTHONY a cookie.)


    ANTHONY: Is it true that you were my dad’s mom?


    GRAMMY: That’s right, still am!


    ANTHONY: So Dad was a boy once?


    DAD: Of course I was! Did you think I was born all grown-up?


    ANTHONY: What kind of boy was he, Grammy?


    GRAMMY: A good boy … most of the time.


    ANTHONY: Did he get in trouble?


    GRAMMY: Not much, but sometimes. Would you like some milk with that?


    ANTHONY: Yes, please. What did he do to get in trouble?


    GRAMMY: Once he—


    DAD: Don’t give him any ideas, Mom!


    GRAMMY: They were just boy things, like you probably do, Anthony. One time he broke a window with a baseball. He failed a class in school—


    DAD: It was ballroom dancing! They made us dance with girls.


    ANTHONY: Dad failed a class?! Wow.


    DAD: Just once. Don’t get any ideas, Anthony.


    GRAMMY: Do you want anything else, dear?


    ANTHONY: Another cookie?


    DAD: Nope, Anthony, that’s it. We gotta go home now.


    ANTHONY: Aw, Dad, we were just getting to the good stuff. I want to hear about more bad things Dad did.


    GRAMMY: Your father was a very good boy. Still


    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
      	What did Anthony do wrong?


      	How do you think Grammy feels?


      	Why is Dad mad at Anthony?


      	Should Anthony have to kiss his grandmother?


      	Is there another, better way for Anthony to get out of kissing Grammy?


      	Why do boys hate to kiss girls?
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