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In November 2002, Citadel Press published
The Cher Scrapbook. I was elated to say the least! It was my second
book on Cher. My first one was a quickie biography trade book
released briefly in 1988 that saw limited distribution (much to my
dismay), though it was with a major publishing house. Though it’s
been more than a decade (boy, did that go fast!) since the release
of The Cher Scrapbook, I thought it was time to do something a
little different— an ebook that’s an informative and easy read. I
love the portability of ebooks, too. You can take it everywhere you
go now and what fan doesn’t want to carry Cher in their back
pocket?

For years many die-hard Cher fans asked me
for some kind of follow up edition and more recently my Cher
friends on Facebook and Twitter weighed in with their suggestions,
too. So, for now, I incorporated all your great ideas and added a
few new ones. For those fans who like to take Cher everywhere they
go, the Essential Cher, Vol 1 will be right at your
fingertips on any of your mobile devices.

Some of these sections may look familiar,
but you’ll see I added a lot of new material including revised Top
10 lists, newer facts and stats as well as a new quiz, the tour set
lists and where to find the best Cher sites on the internet. I kept
some of the original side bars and photos that are still relevant
today. Most were the original chapter opening photo spreads.

As I was compiling this new information, I
realized I had more than enough to make two volumes. The second
volume will include more in-depth sections on Cher that are not
included here as well as some other Sonny & Cher sections as
many of you have requested.

In the meantime, let me know what you think
of the Essential Cher, Vol. 1 or what you would like to see
in Vol. 2. You can contact me at Macassata.com. As always I
appreciate the support and love to hear from you! I hope you enjoy
Essential Cher, Vol. 1 as much as I enjoyed writing it for
you.






—M.A. Cassata

September 2013
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Part
One


Why We
Love Cher


Why we love Cher, well that’s an easy one!
For starters she’s had a celebrated career for more than 50 years
and has remained an icon since day one. Cher is a phenomenon. Can
you name any other artist to have a #1 single on the Billboard
charts in each of the five decades? She counts Oscar, Emmy, Grammy
and several Golden Globes among her lengthy list of awards. Her
multi-platinum album Believe has sold over 20 million copies
worldwide and the single, “Believe” sold over 11 million.

Of course Cher is ever grateful to her
followers and fans for support, especially those who stuck around
year after year, decade after decade and through all the hits and
misses. Before the September 24th release of Closer To The
Truth, her 26th studio album and first in over 12 years, Cher
declared to the roar of fans at a New York night club: “I’ve had
ups and downs and you never left me. You’ve always been there.”

For those who don’t know, Cher is a legend,
this is her world and we just live in it!


Random
Cher Facts


 * What sets Cher
apart from the rest of the performers who started out in the
mid-sixties is that she is still a viable force in the music scene
today.

* At 16, she met Sonny (age 28) in a coffee
shop. For Cher, it was love at first sight.

* Stephen Hawkin once invited Cher to lunch
and they got into a heated discussion with his students about math
vs. history. He told Cher: “When time travel is perfected, history
will be olsolete.”

* Chocolate is Cher’s biggest downfall. “I
like everything that has chocolate in it. The more chocolaty the
better.”

* Cher was first diagnosed with dyslexia at
age thirty.

* In 1984 Cher was nominated for an Oscar
“Best Supporting Actress” in Silkwood.

* On their first trip to London in 1965,
Sonny & Cher were thrown out of the Hilton for their "unruly"
appearance.

* For Burlesque, most of the flamboyant
costumes worn by Cher were her own clothes designed by Bob
Mackie.

* Cher is the only artist to have a Number
One single on the Billboard charts in each of the six decades.

* In the 90’s, Cher had an online and
catalog store named Sanctuary. She sold goth-type and antique style
household goods, and jewelry.

* When Cher was a child, she had to
imaginary friends. They were both lumberjacks!

* Cher participates in many motorcycle runs
for charity on her favorite black Harley.

* Cher loves to play Wii tennis and is also
a fan of football. She said in an interview: “The L.A. Rams taught
me all I know about the game.”

* In 1988, Cher won the Oscar for “Best
Actress” in Moonstruck.

* Sonny & Cher had six Top Ten hits
between 1965 and 1972.

* Cher says she is “famous among my friends
for my chicken Bolognese.” She even has her own special pasta
labels made!

* Cher claims in her book The First
Time that she has an attraction to bad boys and that she once
dated a married guy.

* In the sixties Sonny & Cher were
bigger than the Beatles in Britain.

* In June 2013 to promote Closer To The
Truth, Cher participated in special 30 minute livestream chat
that was broadcasted globally.

* Even after more than half her life in show
business, Cher claims to still get stage fright.

* Cher loves to bead. She makes five-inch
long beaded earrings for her close circle of friends.

* Cher's first foray into serious acting was
actually via her mother, Georgia Holt, who has always been friends
with noted filmmaker, Robert Altman.

* Cher's debut off Broadway role was in
Come Back to the Five and Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean, and
admits that at first, she was intimidated by co-star Sandy
Dennis.

* To promote the single “Woman’s World”,
Cher performed the song live on the season’s finale of NBC’s The
Voice.

* The Cher Show debuted on February
16, 1975.

* For her At The Colosseum series of
concerts, Cher performed 200 shows with 14 dancers and four
aerialists and featured more than 20 costume changes.

* The Sonny & Cher Comedy Hour
debuted on CBS in August 1971.

* Cher’s 1965 debut album with Sonny titled,
Look At Us sold over one million copies when it was first
released.

* The night Cher won the Oscar for “best
Actress” in Moonstruck, she was seen running down the street
with her dress pulled up high. “I was late again, of course!,” she
said.

* In 1999 Cher was named one of People
magazine's “Ten Worst Dressed”.
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* Cher first met fashion designer Bob Mackie
back in 1968 when she was a guest on The Carol Burnett Show. Mackie
was designing Burnett's gowns.

* She got her first tattoo right after she
and Sonny separated. It was a butterfly with a flower.

* The new Sonny & Cher Show
debuted February 1, 1976.

* Cher said Sonny was "The most
unforgettable character I've Ever Met" and made a point of calling
him that in her eulogy for him in Palm Springs.

* Audrey Hepburn became Cher’s idol in 1961
after seeing Breakfast at Tiffany's. As a young teen girl,
Cher identified strongly with Hepburn’s Holly Golightly
character.

*Although she loves fabulous clothes, Cher
admits that she has always felt most comfortable in a pair of
worn-out jeans.

* Cher has said she likes to dress up
because it makes people happy.

* Her first foray into the directing world
was with the HBO movie If These Walls Could Talk.

* Cher has referred to her Oscar as "her
first golden dream man”.

* By the end of 1965, Sonny & Cher had
six singles in the Top 40.

* Her first ever nightclub act as a solo
artist was at the Sahara in Las Vegas in 1978.

* Cher began her music career doing backing
vocals on songs “Be My Baby’ by the Ronettes and “Da Do Ron Ron” by
the Crystals.

* So far, “Believe” still ranks as the
biggest selling hit single of Cher’s career. It was Number One 22
countries, and sold over 6.5 million copies worldwide.


Top 10
All-Time Fan-Favorite
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