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To PMG and DS, who helped a boy see heroes in the real world rather than only beyond the stars.






ZEBRA THREE, COME IN, PLEASE.

In the days of phone booths and no seatbelt laws, the fictional locale of Bay City, Los Angeles was protected by not only uniformed police officers, but those who would operate as plainclothes detectives, going undercover if needed to bring the bad guys in off the streets. Two of them were Detective Sergeants David Starsky and his partner, Kenneth “Hutch” Hutchinson. Together they made the world of Bay City a little safer each week from April 30th, 1975 to May 15th, 1979. Following the pilot, 92 episodes were made over four seasons starring Paul Michael Glaser and David Soul, respectively.

Originally created by William Blinn (1937-2020) who had penned episodes for shows like Rawhide and Gunsmoke before going on to win Emmy and Peabody Awards for 1971’s Brian’s Song, and he would earn another Emmy for his writing on the TV adaptation for Alex Haley’s bestselling novel Roots. He would continue to write for The Rookies, Fame, and the hit Prince film, Purple Rain.

Starsky and Hutch came from Blinn’s original idea for a television pilot entitled Nightside, involving a pair of cops who worked the night shift. The cost of night shoots proved too big a hurdle for production and the idea was shelved for a few years until it became a pilot known as Starsky and Hutch for Spelling-Goldberg Productions.

The pilot went to series and was a veritable hit, with the first episode, “Savage Sunday” finishing at #16 and 22.6 share in the AC Nielsen ratings. But viewers were unaware that two real-life NYPD officers, Lou Telano and John Sepe, who served in the 60s and 70s going undercover in ways similar to the elaborate methods of Detectives Starsky and Hutchinson. The true-life detectives would write a book about their career in Cop Team (1975, Pinnacle). Armed with an attorney, the pair approached the producers of the show and were eventually awarded $10,000 each.

The show became known for not only its charismatic and talented leads, but also the 1975 Ford Gran Torino, referred occasionally in-show as “The Striped Tomato.” While I will leave the specifics of the legendary vehicle to better hands, it’s worth noting that both stars disliked driving the car, particularly Paul Michael Glaser, who had most of the driving duties. At least 10 Gran Torinos were used during the show’s production, and while Starsky’s Gran Torino got the lion’s share of screen-time, Hutch’s late-for-its-own-burial 1973 Ford Galaxie 500 would show up from time to time for comic relief, if nothing else. Merchandise would come in the form of action figures, toy cars, and tie-in novels, which have all become collector’s items to some extent.

Like many TV shows in the 70s, many actors who would later become stars themselves would have small parts or guest shots on the show. Everyone from Lynda Carter and Suzanne Somers to Mare Winningham and Jeffrey Tambor all made appearances along with the likes of John Ritter and Kim Cattrall. Some of the notable actors and those on the production/staff writers are mentioned in their respective episodes.

Starsky and Hutch benefitted not only from the dynamic of its leads and regular supporting cast members Antonio Fargas and Bernie Hamilton, and featured classic set pieces such as Hutch’s frantic run from pay phone to pay phone in “The Psychic” (2.15); Starsky’s speech to his fellow officers as they search for a hitmanwho holds the key to a cure to a virus that has Hutch close to death in “The Plague Part One” (3.9); the dynamic between Hutch and a wounded Starsky trying to get the control of an uncontrollable situation in “The Shootout” (1.14) and the neo-noir­ of Starsky confronting Carla in “Survival” (2.16).

While the questions in this book can range from easy to difficult, the author wishes first and foremost the intent to be one of fun, nostalgia, and appreciation. This book excludes the 2004 film. Credits are as per IMDb and episodes listed are in broadcast order. This is notable as there can be differences in sequence in home media sources, including streaming. All questions are in order of occurrence in the respective episode.



This book is not meant as a study of timelines and continuity, as the show was produced in a much different creative environment than the more interactive kind we see in contemporary fandom.

Whether it’s in the Gran Torino or the Galaxie 500 with the inconvenient horn malfunction, I hope you enjoy the ride.






CAST

David Soul as Detective Sergeant Ken “Hutch” Hutchinson

Paul Michael Glaser as Detective Sergeant Dave Starsky

Antonio Fargas as Huggy Bear

Richard Ward as Captain Dobey





SEASON ONE

1.0 “Pilot”

Director: Barry Shear

Writer: William Blinn

SELECTED SUPPORTING CAST:

Michael Lerner as Fat Rolly

Gordon Jump as Vinny

Buddy Lester as Coley

Michael Conrad as Cannell

Gilbert Green as Tallman

Richard Lynch as Zane (uncredited)

Morgan Sterne as D.A. Mark Henderson (as Albert Morgenstern)

Richard Lynch would also appear in episodes “Quadromania” (3.21) and Starsky vs. Hutch.” (4.21.)

Gilbert Green is also in “Snowstorm” (1.4.).


Michael Lerner as Fat Rolly would return in “Texas Longhorn” (1.2.).

Gordon Jump would go on to star in WKRP in Cincinnati.

SYNOPSIS

When hitmen kill a couple in a car identical to the striped Gran Torino they drive, detectives Dave Starsky and Ken Hutchinson realize it was they who were the targets and that the assassins are still at large.

1 Q:Which movie are the two gunmen discussing in the first scene?

2 Q:To which gym does Starsky go to find Hutch?

3 Q:What does Starsky offer Hutch during Hutch’s workout?

4 Q:Whose car do they take after the gym?

5 Q:What items do they inventory in the car?

6 Q:What is their call sign?

7 Q:At what time does Starsky report to the station that he and Hutch are on patrol?

8 Q:What are the names of the two women Starsky and Hutch mention at the start of their patrol?

9 Q:What is the name of the first suspect they talk to?

10 Q:What is the license plate on Hutch’s car?


11 Q:Into what kind of establishment do they follow Rolly?

12 Q:How does Hutch know Rolly wrote a particular note?

13 Q:Over what kind of table does Starsky question Rolly?

14 Q:Which basketball game does Rolly say he bet on?

15 Q:How many Scotches does Hutch say Rolly’s had?

16 Q:What is the license plate on the victim’s Gran Torino?

17 Q:What color is the phone on Hutch’s desk?

18 Q:Hutch refers to his ex-wife by what name?

19 Q:In what kind of room does Tallman meet Starsky and Hutch?

20 Q:At which age does Tallman say his father died?

21 Q:What is the weather during the narco stakeout?

22 Q:What is the name of the dog being walked during the stakeout?

23 Q:Who is positioned behind the dog’s favorite tree?

24 Q:Who takes the masked man into the pool?

25 Q:What code word does Starsky shout to tell Hutch to take cover?

26 Q:Where do they meet with Huggy Bear?

27 Q:In the theatre, from what is the woman behind Starsky and Hutch drinking?


28 Q:What football position does Starsky say he played in high school?

29 Q:Which route does Hutch take outside the hotel?

30 Q:What color jacket does Hutch wear during the pursuit?

31 Q:On which floor does Henderson exit the elevator?

32 Q:On what does Hutch land when he jumps from the fire escape?

33 Q:What is Frankie doing when Starsky and Hutch return to the gym?

34 Q:What’s the last thing Hutch says to Starsky?

1.1 “Savage Sunday”

(Regular cast now features Bernie Hamilton as Capt. Harold Dobey)

Director: Jack Starrett (as Claude Ennis Starrett Jr.)

Writer: Fred Freiberger

SELECTED SUPPORTING CAST:

Arthur Peterson as Henny Wilson

Hope Summers as Sarah Wilson

Ray Vitte as Tony


T.J. Castronovo as Marty (as Tom Castronova)

Dick Wesson as Ed

Suzanne Somers as Sally Ann Sloane

Louis James Oliver as Ted

Edward Walsh as Wilbur Sloane

Bob Delegall as Gregg Morton

Erik Kilpatrick as Huey (as Eric Kilpatrick)

Eddie Lo Russo as Milty (Uncredited)

Suzanne Somers also starred in the episodes “The Vampire” (2.7) and “Murder Ward” (3.4) and would go on to star in Three’s Company.

SYNOPSIS

Starsky and Hutch must find a stolen car which, unbeknownst to the thieves, has a trunkful of dynamite set to detonate in a few hours.

1 Q:Which section of the newspaper is Hutch reading in the opening scene?

2 Q:What kind of tie does Henny wear?

3 Q:How many sticks of dynamite are in the trunk of Sarah and Henny’s car?

4 Q:What color is Sarah’s hat?


5 Q:Who chases Milty down the alley?

6 Q:How much money does Ted say he makes an hour?

7 Q:In what color do Wilbur and Greg have the car repainted?

8 Q:What does Hutch ask Starsky for while taking a witness statement at the liquor store?

9 Q:What year is Henny and Sarah’s car?

10 Q:Who does Hutch call when he hears about the dynamite in the car?

11 Q:At what time will the dynamite go off?

12 Q:What does Huggy Bear tell Starsky and Hutch happens when they walk into his bar?

13 Q:What kind of fast food do Starsky and Hutch get?

14 Q:What does Hutch do with Starsky’s food?

15 Q:How much is the bet they make with Huey and Tony on the basketball court?

16 Q:At which place is the bookie joint?

17 Q:What is Starsky eating at The Princess Discotheque?

18 Q:What does Hutch throw at Starsky in the alley?

19 Q:Which state’s plates does Ted tell Starsky and Hutch he put on the repainted car?


20 Q:According to Dobey, how many men are on alert?

21 Q:What does Starsky steal from Dobey?

22 Q:What is the Police Emergency phone number?

23 Q:What kind of vehicle is the police officer escorting Starsky and Hutch to the parking garage driving?

24 Q:Who drives Henny and Sarah’s car out of the parking garage?

25 Q:What does Hutch yell at the motorcycle escort?

26 Q:What does Starsky crash the car through?

27 Q:Which team does Hutch tell Wilber won the basketball game?

28 Q:In the last scene, or tag, who is in attendance as a food expert during the councilman’s lunch at Eastside Home for the Aged?

1.2 “Texas Longhorn”

Director: Jack Starrett (as Claude Ennis Starrett Jr.)

Writer: Michael Mann

Writer Michael Mann would go on to pen the episodes “Lady Blue” (1.10), Jojo” (1.19), and “The Psychic” (2.15), before earning acclaim with films like Thief (1981), Manhunter (1986), Heat (1995), and Collateral (2004). He was also executive producer and writer on TV’s Miami Vice (1984-89.).


SELECTED SUPPORTING CAST

Med Flory as Zack Tyler

George Loros as Little Huey Chaco

Charles Napier as John Brown Harris

Michael Lerner as Fat Rolly

Ann Weldon as Angel

Nora Denney as Ray aka Tattoo Woman (as Dodo Denney)

Bobby Hall as Marty

George Loros would also act in the episode “The Psychic” (2.15).

SYNOPSIS

A pair of rapist/murderers are hunted by not only Starsky and Hutch, but the vengeance-fueled husband of their victim.

1 Q:To what fairy tale item does Starsky compare the boot toe piece?

2 Q:Who throws Marty through the office door?

3 Q:What does Starsky “borrow” from Fat Rolly?

4 Q:By what article of clothing does Hutch grab Fat Rolly?

5 Q:How much does Ray charge the customer getting a tattoo?


6 Q:What does Ray keep in her mouth throughout the tattoo studio scene?

7 Q:What does Starsky do to the uncooperative phone booth?

8 Q:Which pro football player does Huggy tell them he’s meaner than?

9 Q:What color are Starsky’s shoes?

10 Q:What does Capt. Dobey say Starsky’s report reads like?

11 Q:In which hand does Starsky carry his gun?

12 Q:What does Starsky slide across the countertop to Chaco?

13 Q:What does Starsky hit Chaco with during questioning?

14 Q:By what number does Hutch refer to Chaco?

15 Q:For what does Fat Rolly say Harris sells his blood?

16 Q:what type of machine does Starsky punch repeatedly?

17 Q:Whose gun does Hutch end up using when his own is empty?

18 Q:The story Zack tells involves which two animals?

19 Q:In the tag, who is shooting pool when Starsky and Hutch enter Huggy’s bar?


1.3 “Death Ride”

Director: Gene Nelson

Writer: Edward J. Lasco

SELECTED SUPPORTING CAST

Kathleen Mello as Joanne Mello/Linda Williams

Paul Hecht as D.A. Coleman

Joseph Bova as George (as Joe Bova)

E.J. André as Jenson (as E.J. Endre)

Mary Margaret Lewis as Terry Evers

Charlie Picerni as Thug #1 (uncredited)

Charlie Picerni was Paul Michael Glaser’s stunt double and would appear in 92 episodes in various capacities on the show, including director of “Partners” (3.20) and “Birds of a Feather” (4.15).

SYNOPSIS

Starsky and Hutch are assigned to escort the daughter of a crime boss from San Francisco to LA.

1 Q:How much did Starsky’s watch cost?

2 Q:What color is Andrew Mello’s limousine?

3 Q:To which hospital is Mello taken?


4 Q:What is the name of the TV show on which Huggy plans to appear?

5 Q:Under which arm does Hutch carry his gun?

6 Q:What is Starsky’s response when Hutch tells him to relax?

7 Q:Who does Starsky say he and Hutch can trust?

8 Q:Who carries Joanne Mello’s suitcase?

9 Q:How many cars pursue the taxi?

10 Q:What is the cab driver’s name?

11 Q:What word does Hutch yell to alert Starsky to the gunmen in the Chevy?

12 Q:What item of Starsky’s does Hutch give to
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