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Camden Ripper

Whitechapel, London was not a safe place for women in the 1880’s, as an unknown man was killing prostitutes throughout the region, and police had no idea who this mystery person was. He was eventually dubbed ‘Jack the Ripper’, but his real identity was never discovered. Just over a hundred years later London became precarious once again as Anthony Hardy, a man who has been obsessed with Jack the Ripper for most of his life, took to the streets to emulate his hero. Hardy was eventually given the name ‘the Camden Ripper’, but this time, police are on to his game. 

Anthony Hardy was born on May 31, 1951, to parents in a working-class suburb of London. His father was a miner and worked hard to support his wife and five children. According to many, Hardy’s childhood in Burton upon Trent was unremarkable. 

“He seems to have been an uncomplicated child. A bit quiet, a bit of a loner,” said Dr. Jane Monkton Smith, criminologist

Often times, experts point to a traumatic event in childhood to explain a serial killer’s motives for becoming so twisted, but Hardy experienced nothing traumatic growing up, the only negative in his life was his embarrassment at being born into a lower class family. 

Hardy was a remarkably bright child. He excelled in school. Although he was expected to follow in his father’s footsteps and become a miner, Hardy had bigger, more important dreams for himself.

“His father was a miner and they were from the lower middle class, which he didn’t like,” said Smith.

Nigel Weir, senior police detective, explained why Hardy was so desperate to separate himself from his low-class family; “it was normal that you would follow your father, so it was expected that Anthony would go down the mines. He obviously wanted to choose something better for himself.”

Hardy worked hard to improve his prospects. After he finished primary and high school, Hardy went on to attend Imperial College in London, a very prestigious school where he studied engineering. Hardy’s intelligence would later become a key characteristic, and would shape the unspeakable crimes he would commit as an adult.  

Even at this young age, Hardy was beginning to believe few people, if any, could match his level of intelligence. 

Weir explained Hardy’s internal thoughts at this time as, “ ‘I’m cleverer than you,’ that is what would come out of this, because at the end of the day, academically, he was cleverer,” said Weir.

Throughout college Hardy continued to distinguish himself as a bright individual. He soon realized he also had a way with the women on campus, who were attracted to his brains and his looks. 

In 1972, while he was still attending school, Hardy married Judith Dwight. She was his equal in both intelligence and looks, and from the outside, it seemed as if the two were a perfect match. 

“She was obviously his equal in terms of intellectual achievement and understanding, and they appeared a fine match,” said Colin Sutton, metropolitan police officer.

Once he graduated from college, Hardy began working for British Sugar. It was a prestigious job and one which helped Hardy move out of the lower class once and for all, or so he thought. 

Things were good for the young couple, so they decided it was time to start a family, and soon four children were born. Happiness didn’t last long for the Hardy’s however. The stress of such a high profile job was hard on Hardy, and the rest of the family and Hardy began to show a violent nature towards his wife.

“What I think is pretty clear looking at the history of their relationship, that it wasn’t just a little bit of domestic violence,” said Smith. “Anthony Hardy was pretty much what we would call a stereotypical abuser.” 

Sutton also offers a chilling detail about Hardy’s inclination towards violence, “the predisposition to extreme violence will often be accompanied by a willingness to use violence against your loved ones,” he said.

Looking back, it’s hard not to wonder if authorities had noticed the violence early in Hardy’s life, could they have stopped this man from becoming the horrifying killer known as the Camden Ripper?

As well as becoming habitually violent, Hardy began traveling with his job around this time, and established a lifelong addiction to sex, anyway, he could get it. He began to have a number of extramarital affairs with prostitutes. He didn’t even try to hide the secret from his wife, or anyone else. Hardy’s hero, Jack the Ripper was known for having relationships with prostitutes as well. 

“A number of prostitutes came forward to say they had encountered him,” said Steve Bird, crime reporter. “A lot of them gave harrowing accounts of how violent he was during the sex act. Some of them said they were unable to breathe while he had sex with them. Others claimed that he was just incredibly violent and seemed to be into sadomasochism.”

In the mid-1970’s life is not great for the Hardy family, but things are about to get worse, the working class boy who had worked hard to transform his fortunes lost his job. It’s not his fault, just an economic downturn. But, Hardy begins to suffer from depression and mood swings and doctors prescribed him medication. Today he would be diagnosed as bipolar, a condition still uncategorized at the time, and one which can lead to exceptionally violent behavior. The diagnosis is the start of a mental illness which will shape his life forever, and end the lives of others he encounters along the way. 

Instead of going down in the mines, Hardy took a job halfway across the world in Tasmania, Australia in the late 1970’s. It should have been a fresh start for the family, but instead, things only got worse from there. 

“The family was very excited about the move to Tasmania, it sounds very exotic, a place where the family could consider themselves starting fresh,” said Bird. 

If the family was hoping for a fresh start in a new place, they were sadly mistaken, Hardy’s desire for sex outside of his marriage was just as strong as it was in London. It was later established while in Tasmania Hardy still had affairs, still visited prostitutes, still abused his wife. He became more controlling over every aspect of his life.

“The group of men who are particularly dangerous, and the group of men who serially commit domestic violence are usually incredibly controlling individuals,” said Smith, “and Anthony Hardy was one of those individuals.” 

Hardy was not able to keep his new job for long. In 1986, for the second time, Hardy was let go in a round of job cuts. 

As Hardy’s life spun even more out of control, he became more violent. Hardy’s marriage wasn’t working, he was clinically depressed, and had yet again been thrown out of a job. Throughout this time, he had maintained a fascination with Jack the Ripper. He read books about the mysterious killer on a regular basis. But, while the 19th-century slaughterer used crude methods to kill, Hardy chose a more devious means for his first attempt at murder. The victim, his wife. 

“He tried to create a perfect crime,” said Bird. “He actually used his scientific knowledge to be able to carry out a crime that he hoped would be undetectable.”

Hardy filled a water bottle full of water and then froze it. As the bottle was freezing, Hardy drew a bath. Once everything was ready, Hardy took the frozen water bottle from his freezer and went to find his sleeping wife. He beat her over the head repeatedly with the bottle. Once she was severely injured, and semi-conscious, Hardy planned to put her in the bathtub. Later, when the authorities found her, Hardy assumed they would rule her death an accidental drowning because it would look as if she had been knocked unconscious after slipping while entering the tub. In the meantime, his murder weapon would melt, and he could dispose of all the evidence. Hardy thought he would never be discovered, just like his hero, Jack the Ripper. 

“The amount of planning is quite unusual, that he would plan that far in advance,” said Smith. 

One thing Hardy didn’t count on in his plan was his wife making noise as he was beating her. She was so loud, she woke up their young children at one point, who came into the room to see what was going on. The authorities were called before any serious damage could be done, and Judith escaped from certain death. 

“Hardy didn’t care the effect it [his attack] had on his child, it was just part and parcel of him getting his own way,” said Bird.

Hardy was arrested after the attack on his wife, but he wasn’t worried. 

“He confessed to it and said he had actually fully intended to kill her that night. This was a very, very dangerous man,” said Smith. 

Anthony Hardy had exhibited a taste for the sort of brutality used by Jack the Ripper. He now faced jail time for attempted murder. But, this was in an era when domestic violence was dealt with differently than today, and his crime was considered just that, domestic violence. 

“Their view was in 1970’s Australia, the same as 1970’s England; it’s a domestic, it stays at home,” said Weir.  

Hardy knew he was smarter than any police officer, and he would be able to talk his way out of this situation. He soon convinced the police he was mentally unstable and he didn’t need jail time, he needed to spend time in a mental hospital until he could recover his senses. The police agreed and he was sent to a hospital to be evaluated by psychologists.  

Hardy told a friend, Maureen Reeves, years later going into the mental hospital was all an act to fool people for whom he had no respect.

“He said that, ‘they’re not very intelligent because they couldn’t catch Jack the Ripper.’ ” Reeves said. “With the psychologists, he said, ‘they’re not very clever people.’ And I said, ‘well they must be because that’s their job, you know, to help people.’ He said, ‘no, you can tell them things and they sometimes just agree with you.’ But he always said he could beat a psychologist.”

Inside the psychiatric unit in Queensland Hardy cooperated with staff, he took his medication, he played the game with just one intention, to get out as quickly as possible. 

“He evaded, what otherwise would have been perhaps a pretty stiff sentence for a crime of attempted murder,” said Sutton.

After a few months in the hospital, Hardy was released. His family had returned to England while he was away, but because this is still the 1970’s there is no restraining order in place, and Hardy was free to go back to England himself and stalk them.

“Even though he had tried to kill his wife, he returned to Britain an innocent man,” said Smith.

After his release from the hospital, Hardy became even more dangerous. 

“It’s possible that Mr. Hardy believed that being released back into normal life, then he’s beaten the system,” said Weir. “He beat the police in Australia. As far as he’s concerned, he’s back. He’s number one.” 

Judith called the police several times to report her ex-husband following her, but there is little that can be done to stop it. 

“She would regularly contact police saying this guy was still after her,” said Bird, “and he became increasingly sinister, increasingly menacing towards her.”

It’s around this time Hardy begins a normal friendship with Reeves. He keeps his dark past hidden from her, and she has no reason to suspect Hardy is hiding anything sinister, nor does
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