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This book is dedicated to all the believers yet on
earth of whom the following is true:

“Through Him (God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ)
then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God (The
Father), that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His
name.”

Hebrews 13:15
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INTRODUCTION

This is the
seventh book in the series titled, “The Word of God Library.” God
is leading His servant to have a few commentaries published which
are the result of over 38 years of study, combined with practical
experience. And while these commentaries are expository in nature
(that is, explained in some detail), they are still intended to be
devotional, heartwarming, and as practical as possible, to help
believers live out their faith in these last days of the present
age.

At the back of the book, there is an Addenda,
with three sections dealing with the four ages of time; the two
separate comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The
Lord Jesus Christ; and also how one may have a personal
relationship with God, if there are any readers who do not already
have this vital relationship. It is highly recommended that one
start with the Addenda before one begins to read the book.

What should also be mentioned before closing
this Introduction is that after completing 21 years of formal
education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project
Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of a large
utility, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist
in early 1999, and then sent him out a few thousand miles, away
from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned,
which is where His servant has been and is still serving Him as
evangelist, counselor, author, editor, and publisher. The author is
a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a
family of their own.

Please note the two websites listed below,
which have been established for the purpose of interacting with
readers and for gospel ministry:

http://www.pilgrimpathwaypublications.com

http://servantofmosthigh.com

And now my prayer is that God will richly
bless you as you read this book, and greatly minister to your every
need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor,
and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen







CHAPTER ONE

Daniel
1:1-21

As we begin this very interesting and
informative journey through the book of Daniel, there are six
points of information which we need to note, so as to better
understand this prophetic word from God. The first is that this is
a prophecy that God gave for mankind’s benefit, noting what we are
told by God at 2 Peter 1:20,21 in regards to all prophecy that God
gave to mankind in time, [20] But know this first of all, that no
prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, [21]
for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” Therefore, let this be
imprinted on our hearts and minds that what we read in the book of
Daniel, and in all of God’s word, the Bible, for that matter, is
God’s word!

And the second thing that we need to be aware
of here is that the text of the prophecy that God gave as part of
the book of Daniel will be included as part of the text of this
book, so that the reader will not have to turn to the Bible to read
that text. Then thirdly, each chapter has been broken into smaller
sections, which will begin with italicized text, with some brief
explanation as a help of what is covered in that particular
section.

And the fourth thing we need to be aware of
here is that the book of Daniel was written down by Daniel in two
different languages, that being partly in Hebrew and the other part
in Aramaic, which were the languages of the day. And so, Daniel 1:1
to 2:4a and Daniel chapters 8 to 12 were written in Hebrew, which
was and still is the language of the nation of Israel; while Daniel
2:4b to 7:28 were written down in Aramaic, which was the language
of the Gentile (non-Jewish) world at the time of Daniel.

Then the fifth thing we need to be aware of
and keep in mind as we go through the book of Daniel is that God
has divided human history on earth into two time periods, these
being BC and AD. BC stands for “Before Christ,” while AD means “in
the year of The Lord,” from the Latin “Anno Domini.” And so, when
considering the BC time period, we are to remember that the numbers
decrease as we go towards AD, so that time is moving forward when
we go from 722 BC to 586 BC. And then from the birth of The Lord
Jesus Christ to the present, the numbers increase, so that time
goes forward in going from 33 AD to 2019 AD!

And what should not surprise anyone who is a
believer reading this, unbelievers have rejected the designations
BC and AD in modern history, due to their rejection of God, and of
anything having to do with God. So these unfortunate folks have
come up with alternates like BCE and CE instead, which refers to
the Common Era, instead of AD, and Before the Common Era, instead
of BC. If you are a believer and come across any book which uses
the designations BCE and CE, then it is recommended that these
works be bypassed, if for no other reason than the fact that they
are rejecting God!

And this leads us to the sixth thing that we
need to be aware of before getting into the book of Daniel proper,
which is that with the book of Daniel, God introduces us to the end
times we are presently in; meaning that we are nearing of the end
of the present third age. And it is also in the book of Daniel that
God first introduces us to an evil character known as the
“antichrist,” who will be ruling all the nations of the earth under
a one world government as soon as this present third age of time
ends. What this means then is that one needs to have a grasp of the
book of Daniel in order to understand all that God says in the New
Testament about the antichrist, especially at 2 Thessalonians; 1
John; 2 John; and the book of Revelation, where this evil person is
mentioned. And so, this is no doubt one reason why God is leading
His servant to write this devotional and practical commentary on
the book of Daniel at this time.

Daniel 1:1-7, the prophet Daniel is brought
to Babylon, with those from Judah who were brought there as exiles,
where he enters the service of the king of Babylon

We are first introduced to Daniel at verses
1:1 and 2, where we are told how he came to be in Babylon, there
reading, “[1] In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of
Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and
besieged it. [2] The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his
hand, along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he
brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and he
brought the vessels into the treasury of his god."

What might prove useful here, especially for
those readers who might not have much historical knowledge of those
mentioned here, is that the nation of Israel had at this time been
divided into two separate kingdoms from after the time of Solomon
onward; with Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, retaining the kingship over
the southern kingdom, which consisted of the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin, with its capital at Jerusalem; while the other ten tribes
made up the northern kingdom of Israel under the leadership of
Jeroboam, with its capital at Samaria. By the time we come to king
Jehoiakim mentioned above at Daniel 1:1, the northern kingdom of
Israel had been brought into exile to Assyria by God due to their
idol worship in unbelief, which exile occurred in 722 BC. As to
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, also mentioned at Daniel 1:1
above, we will be introduced to him in greater detail at Daniel
chapter 2.

So when we read at verse 1:1 here that
Jehoiakim was king of Judah, we are also to be aware of who he was
and how he came to be king, noting now what we read at 2 Kings
23:34,36,37, "[34] Pharaoh Neco made Eliakim the son of Josiah king
in the place of Josiah his father, and changed his name to
Jehoiakim. But he took Jehoahaz away and brought him to Egypt, and
he died there… [36] Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he
became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem; and his
mother's name was Zebidah the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. [37] He
did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his
fathers had done" (noting also 2 Chronicles 36:4,5).

And so we see that Jehoiakim actually became
king, not because he was chosen of God, as his father Josiah had
been (noting from Matthew 1:11 that Josiah is mentioned in the
genealogy of The Messiah, while Jehoiakim is not), but because he
had been installed on the throne of Judah by Pharaoh Neco of Egypt,
with his then reigning on that throne for eleven years in
Jerusalem. Then it is important to note what we are told at
Jeremiah 25:1, which makes a connection between Nebuchadnezzar, the
king of Babylon, and Jehoiakim, the king of Judah, with the
bracketed text being part of God’s word here, "The word that came
to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the fourth year
of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first
year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon)..."

We know from extra-Biblical sources that
Jehoiakim became king of Judah in 609 BC, while Nebuchadnezzar
became king of Babylon in 605 BC (which was therefore the first
year of his reign; also noting that Babylon was both the name of
his kingdom and also its capital city). So what we read at Daniel
1:1 above, namely, "In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim
king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and
besieged it," we are to realize that this took place in 605 BC. The
apparent discrepancy in the mention of "the fourth year of
Jehoiakim," at Jeremiah 25:1 with "the third year of the reign of
Jehoiakim" at Daniel 1:1 can be explained by the use of two
different calendars here in use, that of the nation of Israel and
that of the Babylonians.

And then what is very important to keep in
mind in regards to the chronology of events is what we are clearly
told at 2 Kings 23:36 (also at 2 Chronicles 36:5), namely that
Jehoiakim reigned over Judah for eleven years, and also what we are
told at 2 Kings 24:1, "In his days (in reference to Jehoiakim, as
is clear from 2 Kings 23:34-37) Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came
up, and Jehoiakim became his servant for three years; then he
turned and rebelled against him." At 2 Chronicles 36:6, we are
told, "Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against him (that is,
Jehoiakim) and bound him with bronze chains to take him to
Babylon," an event that would not have taken place at the time of
the third year of his reign, as we have here at Daniel 1:1,2, as
Jehoiakim had not yet completed eleven years of reigning in
Jerusalem, as he is known from extra-Biblical sources to have
reigned from 609 to 598 BC.

So what this means is that when we read at
Daniel 1:2, "The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand,
along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought
them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god," we are to
realize that this took place in 605 BC, which is when
Nebuchadnezzar first came to power over the kingdom of Babylon,
which is after Jehoiakim had already been reigning three years (or
four years, depending on the calendar one is using), where some of
the vessels of the house of God were brought to Babylon, along with
some exiles, as we will see at Daniel 1:3. But the important fact
to remember here is that Jehoiakim himself remained in Jerusalem as
king over Judah at this time, and it was only later, after he had
served as king over Judah for eleven years, that he was then
brought to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, which was a subsequent later
invasion, as we will see.

And as an aside here, there are two facts to
be observed. The first, which is based on Jeremiah 22:18,19, is
that Jehoiakim was buried in Jerusalem, which means that somehow he
would have had to later leave Babylon in order to be buried in
Jerusalem, a fact that is not divulged in Scripture. Then the
second is that "the land of Shinar" mentioned here at Daniel 1:2 is
simply another and very early designation for the land of
Babylonia, as can be seen from Genesis 10:10, "The beginning of his
kingdom was Babel (which later became the city of Babylon, which we
will see in Daniel chapter 2 later gave its name to the whole
empire) and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar"
(same Hebrew word).

What we should also do at this point is pause
and briefly notice two important lessons for us in what we have
seen so far. The first lesson is that we have looked at our text at
Daniel 1:1,2 in the context of the rest of God’s word, with the
import of this being that God will never contradict Himself, which
further means that when God’s word in seen as a whole, it all fits
together perfectly, thereby proving to any objective observer that
this truly is the word of God!

Then the second lesson for us here is that in
God giving us these historical details in His word, such as naming
kings and the length of their reigns, including when they came to
power and over what kingdoms, is simply so that this could all be
verified by archeological records, as it has in fact already been
done, thereby again proving that these events and people are part
of the historical records of mankind in general, and also that this
is truly God’s word, for only God could have known and divulged to
us in His word all these things centuries before they were even
verified by archeological records! God truly is God, and He is
truly amazing in all His doings!

As we continue, we then need to notice that
when we read at Daniel 1:1 that "Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came to Jerusalem and besieged it," we are to realize that the word
"besieged" is the Hebrew word "Tsur," meaning 'to lay siege to,' in
the sense of an encampment against the city in order to cut off
supplies and force a surrender. For instance, we read at
Deuteronomy 20:19 (in part), "When you besiege (same word “Tsur”) a
city a long time, to make war against it in order to capture it..."
What is important to be aware of in this regard is that the city of
Jerusalem, which included the temple, did not get totally destroyed
and burned to the ground until 586 BC. In other words, what we are
to grasp here is that there were three deportations of exiles that
took place from Judah and Jerusalem at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon, these being as follows:

First deportation was in 605 BC, which is
here now in view at Daniel 1:1,2, which is when Daniel was brought
to Babylon, with no kings of Judah being deported at this time.

Second deportation was in 597 BC, which is
when Ezekiel the prophet was brought to Babylon, along with
Jehoiachin as king of Judah (noting 2 Kings 24:8-16; 2 Chronicles
36:9,10).

Third deportation was in 586 BC, with
Zedekiah as king of Judah being brought to Babylon (noting 2 Kings
24:18-25:7; 2 Chronicles 36:11-21; and Jeremiah 52:1-30), and which
is also when the city of Jerusalem and the temple there were
destroyed and burned to the ground.

And so, when we read at Daniel 1:2 that "The
Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his (that is,
Nebuchadnezzar’s) hand, along with some of the vessels of the house
of God," we are to realize that this was because God's judgment was
against the southern kingdom of Judah, just as God's judgment had
been against the northern kingdom of Israel before He gave them
into the hands of the Assyrians, for them to take the capital of
Samaria and then the people into exile in 722 BC, noting 2 Kings
17:6-20. And here we can note what God said at 2 Kings 24:3,4, "[3]
Surely at the command of the Lord it came upon Judah, to remove
them from His sight because of the sins of Manasseh, according to
all that he had done, [4] and also for the innocent blood which he
shed, for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood; and the Lord
would not forgive."

And here again there are two facts which need
to be mentioned as an aside. The first being what God tells us at
Daniel 1:1, in terms of Nebuchadnezzar, as king of Babylon, was
said to have taken captives into exiles, along "with some vessels
from the house of God," which items are all detailed for us at Ezra
1:7-11, which is when these items were brought back from Babylon to
Jerusalem, after the temple had later been rebuilt in
Jerusalem.

Then the second fact to be observed is from
the last part of Daniel 1:2, where we read, "and he
(Nebuchadnezzar) brought them (the vessels from the house of God in
Jerusalem) to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and he
brought the vessels into the treasury of his god," so that just as
the kings of Israel brought spoils of war to the treasury of the
one true God (noting for instance Joshua 6:19), nations serving
false gods also did the same, as we see here (also noting 2
Chronicles 36:7).

And so, after learning how Daniel came to be
in Babylon from Daniel 1:1,2, we are now introduced to what
happened to him once he got there, noting here what God next tells
us at Daniel 1:3-7, "[3] Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief
of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including
some of the royal family and of the nobles, [4] youths in whom was
no defect, who were good-looking, showing intelligence in every
branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning
knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the king's court; and
he ordered him to teach them the literature and language of the
Chaldeans. [5] The king appointed for them a daily ration from the
king's choice food and from the wine which he drank, and appointed
that they should be educated three years, at the end of which they
were to enter the king's personal service (literally 'stand before
the king'). [6] Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. [7] Then the commander of the
officials assigned new names to them; and to Daniel he assigned the
name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach and to
Azariah Abed-nego."

And so we see here that once all the exiles
had been brought to Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, as "the king" in view
here, ordered "the chief of his officials" (called "the commander
of the officials at verse 1:7) to "bring in some of the sons of
Israel," for the purpose of these being prepared "for serving in
the king's court." We are to also note from Daniel 1:6 that "Now
among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael
and Azariah." In other words, more than just these four, who are
here mentioned, entered the personal service of king Nebuchadnezzar
in Babylon, but these four are now singled out by God because they
will be serving a specific plan in God's purpose in history, which
God wants to see recorded for future generations of time and for
all eternity!

We are also to note from Daniel 1:3 that we
have the mention of "the sons of Israel," while at Daniel 1:6 we
have the mention of "the sons of Judah," that it was among these
that there were "some of the royal family and of the nobles." We do
not know here, neither are we told, whether the four named, namely
"Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah," were from the royal family
or from the nobles. One thing we do know for sure is that Daniel is
called a prophet by God at Matthew 24:15, due to the fact that
Daniel was the believer that God worked in and through to write
down the book known to us as ‘Daniel,’ also noting Daniel 12:4.

And regarding the mention of "some of the
royal family," it is important to notice that Isaiah (who
prophesied from 740 to 680 BC, according to extra-Biblical sources)
had been led of God to prophesy to Hezekiah (who, we learn from
extra-Biblical sources, reigned as king of Judah from 729 to 686
BC) what we here read at Isaiah 39:5-7, "Then Isaiah said to
Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the Lord of hosts, [6] 'Behold, the
days are coming when all that is in your house and all that your
fathers have laid up in store to this day will be carried to
Babylon; nothing will be left,' says the Lord. [7] And some of your
sons who will issue from you, whom you will beget, will be taken
away, and they will become officials in the palace of the king of
Babylon.' " This prophecy needs to be seen as applicable here in
the book of Daniel and also being applicable to the second
deportation of 597 BC, and especially the third deportation of 586
BC!

Then we see that the criteria being used for
selecting those who were to "enter the king's personal service,"
was as we see at verse 1:4, in that they be: 1) youths; 2) in whom
was no defect; 3) who were good-looking; 4) showing intelligence in
every branch of wisdom; 5) endowed with understanding and
discerning knowledge; 6) who had ability for serving in the king's
court; and 7) who had the capacity to learn the literature and
language of the Chaldeans. When one ponders this criterion for a
moment, one soon realizes that some of these traits, if not all,
would have more than likely been present in those who would have
come from the royal family. Therefore, since Daniel and the other
three mentioned were chosen, more than likely meant they had some
training from the royal court in Judah, or were at least from the
nobility!

And some things to observe as an aside here
is that kings could choose any woman from their kingdom as a wife,
and in most cases likely did choose a woman who was attractive,
which meant that the children born to them were more likely to be
"good-looking." Another point to notice is that food in a royal
court is not likely lacking, which would have an effect on one's
intelligence, for malnourishment no doubt would affect a child in
many ways. And we cannot fail to observe that one of the criteria
was for one to have ability for serving in the king's court, which
would have readily been learned from those who were coming from the
royal court in Judah already!

And what is also important to further notice
here is that the word "including" at Daniel 1:3 is an added word by
the translators, so that some translations take all the candidates
for the king's service in Babylon from the royal family and the
nobility, noting for instance what we read at the NET Bible
translation, "The king commanded Ashpenaz, who was in charge of his
court officials, to choose some of the Israelites who were of royal
and noble descent," and also noting what we read at the New Revised
Standard translation, "Then the king commanded his palace master
Ashpenaz to bring some of the Israelis of the royal family and of
the nobility." What this means then – and I agree readily with
these two translations – is that Daniel and the three youths chosen
with him were all from the royal family or the nobility of the
southern kingdom of Judah at Jerusalem!

And so we see that after these youths were
selected for service in the king of Babylon's court, they were to
"be educated three years, at the end of which they were to enter
the king's personal service," being provided until then "a daily
ration from the king's choice food and from the wine which he
drank." Therefore, since their exile took place in 605 BC, this
means that Daniel and his three companions would have entered the
king's personal service in Babylon in 602 BC.

What we also notice from what we are told
here at Daniel 1:7 is that "Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah”
are now given Chaldean names, that is, names of the Chaldean
language, which are in corresponding order, "to Daniel he assigned
the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach and
to Azariah Abed-nego." And let us further note here, as we close
this first section, that from Daniel 4:8 we learn that Daniel got
his new Chaldean name “Belteshazzar” from Nebuchadnezzar's god at
the time, noting what we there read, "But finally Daniel came in
before me (that is, Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon), whose name
is Belteshazzar according to the name of my god, and in whom is a
spirit of the holy gods; and I related the dream to him,
saying..."

Daniel 1:8-21, God uses the example of
Daniel, and the three youths with him, to teach those who know Him
on earth how they can serve Him even while in the employ of an
unbeliever

What we are now to notice is that those who
are God’s children yet on earth can learn from Daniel and the three
youths with him, in that one can still serve God effectively while
directly employed even by an unbeliever! And so let us note what
God tells us at Daniel 1:8-16, as what Daniel is seen doing as he
was being prepared to enter the personal service of the king of
Babylon, "[8] But Daniel made up his mind (literally 'set upon his
heart') that he would not defile himself with the king's choice
food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from
the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself.
[9] Now God granted Daniel favor (literally 'lovingkindness') and
compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials, [10] and
the commander of the officials said to Daniel, "I am afraid of my
lord the king, who has appointed your food and your drink; for why
should he see your faces looking more haggard than the youths who
are your own age? Then you would make me forfeit my head to the
king." [11] But Daniel said to the overseer whom the commander of
the officials had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah, [12] "Please test your servants for ten days, and let us
be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink. [13] Then let
our appearance be observed in your presence and the appearance of
the youths who are eating the king's choice food; and deal with
your servants according to what you see." [14] So he listened to
them in this matter and tested them for ten days. [15] At the end
of ten days their appearance seemed better and they were fatter
than all the youths who had been eating the king's choice food.
[16] So the overseer continued to withhold their choice food and
the wine they were to drink, and kept giving them vegetables."

What is important to notice here is that at
Daniel 1:8 it was Daniel who had made up his mind not to defile
himself with the king's choice food and with the wine, and that it
was Daniel who spoke to the one appointed as overseer over them in
regards to abstaining from such for ten days, then further noting
from Daniel 1:12-16 that the other three youths, namely Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, are also involved in this. What this says to
us here is that Daniel is likely the one who initiated this and
then influenced the other three youths to go along with this plan,
even before Daniel spoke to the overseer about it.

And what needs to be further observed is that
in reality it was no doubt God working by His grace and power in
the heart of Daniel in such a way as to accomplish His purpose
through Daniel and through the three youths with him. In other
words, Daniel is just as sinful a human being as any other human
being, in that he also had a sinful nature and he would act in
accordance with that nature unless God intervened in His grace and
power to accomplish His will through him, and the others, which we
see here that God did. So when we read at Daniel 1:8 that " Daniel
made up his mind that he would not defile himself," that is to be
seen as God at work in his life by His grace and power, since we
see at Daniel 1:9 that, "Now God granted Daniel favor and
compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials," God
having done so simply because He was already at work in Daniel's
life, and that of the other three youths, in order to accomplish
His eternal purposes through them at this time!

What also needs to be kept in mind is that
Daniel and the other three youths are all Jews in the second age of
time, which meant that the dietary laws of the Old Testament still
applied to them, in terms of what they were allowed to eat and what
they were not allowed to eat, noting for instance what God tells us
at Leviticus 11:46,47, "[46] This is the law regarding the animal
and the bird, and every living thing that moves in the waters and
everything that swarms on the earth, [47] to make a distinction
between the unclean and the clean, and between the edible creature
and the creature which is not to be eaten." What is also important
to note from what we see happening at Acts 10:1-29 in this regard
is that God had set the people of the nation Israel apart from the
peoples of other nations through the eating of only the clean,
while what the Gentiles (that is, non-Jews) ate was regarded by God
as unclean.

Therefore, in Daniel and the other three
youths not wanting to be defiled with the king's food meant that
these four youths wanted to remain as set apart as vessels for
God's use only while in the employ of this foreign king, which
required them to make their resolve known right at the beginning of
their training, as we see here. And so, one principle that
believers of the present age can learn from Daniel and the other
three youths is that being available as vessels for God's use only,
wherever one may be in this present world, requires that one not
compromise, in terms of making the decision to only obey God; that
is, to ever live only in accordance with God's word, which is the
revealed expression of His will for mankind while on earth! And
what is clear here is that since Daniel and the other three youths
wanted to live in obedience to God's word in this way, then this
meant that we know for sure that all four were believers in
God.

What also needs to be noticed from Daniel 1:8
is that Daniel and the other three youths not only did not want to
defile themselves by eating of the king's choice food, but that
they also did not want to drink of the king's wine! Since there is
no mention of wine in the dietary laws of the Old Testament, then
we need to ask what the significance of abstaining from wine meant
here. We do note from Leviticus 10:8-11 that the high priest and
the priests were forbidden to take wine or strong drink when
entering the tent of meeting, however, there is no evidence that
Daniel and the other three youths were priests or were from
priestly families.

However, we do note from Numbers 6:1-4 that
those who had taken the vow of a Nazirite, which involved having
made a decision to remain separated unto God for His service alone,
were not to drink wine or strong drink, noting what we there read,
"[1] Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, [2] "Speak to the sons
of Israel and say to them, 'When a man or woman makes a special
vow, the vow of a Nazirite, to dedicate himself to the Lord, [3] he
shall abstain from wine and strong drink; he shall drink no
vinegar, whether made from wine or strong drink, nor shall he drink
any grape juice nor eat fresh or dried grapes. [4] All the days of
his separation he shall not eat anything that is produced by the
grape vine, from the seeds even to the skin."

Therefore, what is likely the case here is
that Daniel and these three other youths had made such a vow to
remain separated unto God, even when in exile in a foreign land.
And as a consequence of having made this commitment to God, then we
see the truth of Proverbs 22:29 fulfilled in them while they are in
Babylon, "Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will stand
before kings; he will not stand before obscure men." And so, what
is important to note here is that the "skilled man" is the one
prepared by God to serve His purpose in his generation (noting Acts
13:36; 2 Timothy 2:15,20,21; and 2 Timothy 3:16,17). The word
"skilled" here is "Mahir" in the original Hebrew and is seen
applied to Ezra at Ezra 7:6; to the Psalmist at Psalm 45:1; and to
The Lord Jesus Christ Himself at His second coming, at Isaiah
16:5.

We then note from Daniel 1:10 that "the
commander of the officials" was expressing a true fear when he
states that if he were to agree to Daniel's request of not giving
him and the other three youths the king's choice food and the wine
appointed that he could lose his head if they were to look more
haggard than the other youths also being prepared for service, who
were eating the king's choice food and drinking the wine appointed.
In other words, he definitely would have lost his life if he had
been found to have been disobedient to the king here. But at the
same time, we need to see all that is occurring here as being in
the plan and purpose of God, in terms of what He is in the process
of accomplishing through these four youths, and especially
Daniel.

For what is important to observe is that at
Daniel 1:11-13 we have mention of "the overseer whom the commander
of the officials had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah," whom Daniel here appeals to with a plan, which is no
doubt one which had come to Daniel in the wisdom and guidance of
God, which involved being tested for ten days with only vegetables
and water. At Daniel 1:8-10, we note that it was to "the commander
of the officials" directly whom Daniel had spoken to before, who
did not go along with his request. And so one may very well ask
here: Then why do we read at Daniel 1:9 "Now God granted Daniel
favor (Hebrew word "Chesed," literally 'lovingkindness') and
compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials," if the
commander of the officials was not to grant Daniel's request, as we
see that he did not? We note that it was the overseer whom the
commander of the officials appointed over Daniel and the other
three youths who actually granted Daniel's request to be tested for
ten days with just vegetables and water. So what we are to see here
is that if God had not led the commander of the officials to have
lovingkindness and compassion toward Daniel here, Daniel would not
even have had an ear with the commander of the officials in the
first place! And Daniel would certainly not have even gotten an
explanation, as we see that he got at Daniel 1:10!

What we need to keep in mind is that under
normal circumstances, the commander of the officials would just
have ignored Daniel, or even worse, could have had him imprisoned
or even killed for even speaking out! Let us remember that these
believing youths were but prisoners here, who had been taken into
exile to a foreign land; with no one to appeal to and depend on but
God. And so, what God did here was to have the commander of
officials predisposed to listen to Daniel's request and then to
compassionately give his reply. And the fact that the overseer,
whom the commander of the officials then appointed over Daniel and
the other three youths, does later at Daniel 1:14 grant Daniel's
request to be tested for ten days with just vegetables and water,
also needs to be seen as a work of God in the situation, or else
the request would never have been granted.

What we also need to grasp here is that these
men, the commander of the officials and the overseer, are
unbelieving and godless men, who never would of themselves have had
any intention of granting a request from Daniel that was of God,
since unknowingly in themselves they were serving the devil, who is
their real master in the background, noting for instance what we
read at 1 John 5:19, "We know that we (as believers) are of God,
and that the whole world (of unbelievers) lies in the power of the
evil one," and also at Ephesians 2:1,2, "[1] And you were dead in
your trespasses and sins, [2] in which you formerly walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of
the power of the air (who is the devil), of the spirit that is now
working in the sons of disobedience."

What is then interesting to note from Daniel
1:15 is that after the ten days had been completed, in which Daniel
and the other three youths were fed only vegetables to eat and only
water to drink (verse12), they were found to actually have a better
appearance, and fatter, than the other youths who had been fed the
king's choice food and had been given wine to drink. Surely there
is a lesson in nutrition here for us! We note that there are no
fruits mentioned here, only vegetables, also noting that this is
contrary to those who advocate drinking wine, even in
moderation.

Then we see at Daniel 1:16 that the overseer
allowed Daniel and the other three youths to remain on a diet of
only vegetables and water after the ten days were completed, while
the other youths taken in exile were given the king's choice food
to eat and wine to drink. What this says to us here is that only
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah are to be regarded as
believers, while other youths in training for service in the king's
court are to be regarded as more than likely unbelievers!

One question we can ask here is whether
Daniel and the other three youths continued on only vegetables and
water the entire time they were in Babylon, which appears to be for
the remainder of their lives? And before giving an answer, we need
to note what we later read at Daniel 10:2,3, "[2] In those days, I,
Daniel, had been mourning for three entire weeks. [3] I did not eat
any tasty food, nor did meat or wine enter my mouth, nor did I use
any ointment at all until the entire three weeks were completed,"
which appears here that Daniel was actually fasting during those
three weeks. So at first glance here, it would seem that Daniel was
not at that time on any special diet as he had been earlier in his
youth.

However, if we take a closer look at the
words being used here at Daniel 10:3 in comparison to Daniel 1:8,
we might draw a different conclusion. And so, at Daniel 1;8 the
term "choice food" is the Hebrew word “Path-bag," which occurs six
times in the Old Testament, and all in Daniel, and all in reference
to the food eaten by a king. But at Daniel 10:3, the term “tasty
food” is used, which literally means ‘bread of desirability,’ where
the word "food" is the Hebrew word "Lechem," with the great
majority of occurrences for this word in the Old Testament being
'bread,' (188 times versus 87 for 'food'), and eating bread was not
forbidden by God. Then the word "meat" at Daniel 10:3 is the Hebrew
word "Basar," most often referred to as 'flesh' in the Old
Testament (176 times versus 34 for 'meat'). And again, we need to
remember here that the dietary laws did not prohibit meat, as long
as it was from what was considered a 'clean' source.

This therefore only leaves the word "wine" as
being an enigma here at Daniel 10:3, which is the same Hebrew word
“Yayin” at both Daniel 1:8 and Daniel 10:3. For if the vow of
separation had been made as a youth, which meant no wine, then was
this vow maintained all of Daniel's life, if there had in fact been
such a vow? In a study of the word "wine" in Scripture, it was
concluded that it was inconsistent for a believer to partake of
wine or strong drink as a child of God indwelt by God, having also
concluded that while on earth at His first coming, God’s Son, The
Lord Jesus Christ, being Himself a Pattern for us, did not at any
time partake of either wine or strong drink.

Therefore, the conclusion here is that
Daniel, as a vessel in God's Hand for our instruction, most likely
did not at any time partake of wine, nor of any forbidden food, so
that he might not defile himself. For we must also remember that
God Himself uses the example of Daniel in Scripture, as one who was
a faithful servant of His (no doubt as wholly a work of God's grace
and power alone in him), since we hear God say at Ezekiel 14:14
(and also see at verse 20), "even though these three men, Noah,
Daniel and Job were in its midst, by their own righteousness they
could only deliver themselves," declares the Lord God." "

Then we are told at Daniel 1:17 regarding
Daniel and the other three youths with him, "As for these four
youths, God gave them knowledge and intelligence in every branch
of literature and wisdom; Daniel even understood all kinds
of visions and dreams" (where italicized words in the text,
here and elsewhere, indicates added words by the translators from
Hebrew into English). Since we have noted that "these four youths"
had been set apart for God's use, as a work of His grace and power,
being now in this foreign land to serve God's purpose there as His
children, it is not surprising to read here that "God gave them"
the "knowledge and intelligence" required in all the learning they
were being subjected to, with one objective in view, which was to
serve God in whatever way it pleased God to use them as an object
lesson for posterity, with Daniel additionally having been given
the God-given supernatural ability to understand "all kinds of
visions and dreams," which he would need to interpret, again so
that God's purpose for him in Babylon could be outworked for God's
glory. What we notice here is that the other three youths were not
given that same supernatural ability, simply because they would not
need it in serving God's purpose for their own lives there in
Babylon.

Then at Daniel 1:18-20, we are told of what
took place after the three years of training had been completed,
"[18] Then at the end of the days which the king had specified for
presenting them, the commander of the officials presented them
before Nebuchadnezzar. [19] The king talked with them, and out of
them all not one was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah; so they entered the king's personal service (literally
'stood before the king'). [20] As for every matter of wisdom and
understanding about which the king consulted them, he found them
ten times better than all the magicians and conjurers who were in
all his realm." We note here from Daniel 1:18 that it was "the
commander of the officials," and not the overseer, who had the
responsibility to present Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah to
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, after "the end of days," which
is the three years of training the king had earlier specified for
these to undergo before they could enter the king's personal
service, noting again Daniel 1:5.

Then we note from Daniel 1:19 that after "the
king talked with them...they entered the king's personal service,"
for as we see from Daniel 1:20, the king consulted with them about
"every matter of wisdom and understanding," and "he found them ten
times better than all the magicians and conjurers who were in all
his realm," this no doubt being due to the "knowledge and
intelligence" that God had given them, as we have seen at Daniel
1:17! And there are again surely lessons here for other believers,
during one’s time on earth as a child of God. One is that God will
always prepare the vessel that He intends to use on earth, which is
always only for His honor, glory, and praise alone! Another is that
unbelievers will not fail to notice the working of God as He
outworks His purpose through His chosen vessels. A third is that
even though these four believing youths were said to enter the
king's personal service here in Babylon, they were in reality in
God's service while in the employ of the king of Babylon! A fourth
lesson would be that these four believing youths are but typical of
any other believer on earth in time, which is, as always, as the
objects of God's love, mercy, and grace for whatever He has for His
own to do, all for His own honor, glory, and praise!

Then we note that God closes the first
chapter of His prophetic letter to mankind through Daniel by
telling us at Daniel 1:21, "And Daniel continued (literally 'was')
until the first year of Cyrus the king." As was earlier noted,
Daniel came to Babylon in 605 BC and entered the king of Babylon's
personal service after three years of training, which would have
been in 602 BC, and then continued in that service to these kings
for whoever came to the throne after Nebuchadnezzar, and then
continuing on serving "until the first year of Cyrus the king."


CHAPTER TWO

Daniel
2:1-49

Daniel 2:1-12, Nebuchadnezzar, the king of
Babylon, had a dream one night and when his magicians, conjurers,
and sorcerers could not interpret his dream, he gave the order for
all of them to be put to death

As we begin Daniel chapter two, we are told
by God at Daniel 2:1-3, "[1] Now in the second year of the reign of
Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and his spirit was
troubled and his sleep left him. [2] Then the king gave orders to
call in the magicians, the conjurers, the sorcerers and the
Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and stood
before the king. [3] The king said to them, "I had a dream and my
spirit is anxious to understand the dream." " The first thing we
are to notice is that Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, "had
dreams" (literally 'dreamed dreams') in the second year of his
reign. Since extra-Biblical sources tell us he began to reign in
605 BC, which would be the first year of his reign, then this means
the second year of his reign would be 604 BC.

Then the second thing to notice is that these
dreams are not normal dreams, as all human beings dream at night
from time to time, but rather these are dreams that came from God,
which is why we read here, "his spirit was troubled and his sleep
left him," because these dreams were designed by God for him to
seek an answer to their meaning as soon as possible, so that he
would not be able to rest until he had an answer as to the meaning
of these dreams! And we are to see here that it is also not a
coincidence that Nebuchadnezzar then gives the order for his
magicians, conjurers, and sorcerers, and Chaldeans to come and
appear before the king for the express purpose of giving him an
interpretation of his dream, which appears to have been one dream
with a multiple series of events within it, since at Daniel 2:1 we
are told that he "had dreams," while at Daniel 2:3 we are simply
told about "a dream" and "the dream."

The word "magicians" here is the Hebrew word
"Chartom," which also occurs at Daniel 1:20. What is instructive
here is noting what God says of them at Exodus 8:7, where we read,
"The magicians (Chartom) did the same with their secret arts,
making frogs come up on the land of Egypt," thereby learning that
these persons worked by "secret arts," which were not of God. Then
the word "conjurers" is "Ashshaph" in the original, the only other
occurrence being at Daniel 1:20. Also, the word "sorcerers" is
"Kashaph" in the original, noting what God said regarding such at
Exodus 22:18, "You shall not allow a sorceress (Kashaph) to live,"
this being no doubt also true for sorcerers, who were but the male
counterpart to a female sorceress.

Then we note that the word "Chaldeans" is
"Kasdimah" in the original, here not being a reference to the
people, but rather to a caste of wise men and astrologers among the
Chaldeans. Therefore, we note that what these men listed at Daniel
2:2 had in common here was that they all practiced the occult, that
is, the source for the secret arts they practiced was the devil,
which meant none of them were of God. And this is precisely what is
being set up here, as was true with what Moses and Aaron confronted
in the court of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, namely God opposing the
forces of evil by showing Himself alone to be God of and over all
creation!

And so we then note from Daniel 2:4-12 that
an interesting situation now arises once the magicians, conjurers,
sorcerers, and caste of wise men and astrologers appear before
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, "[4] Then the Chaldeans spoke to
the king in Aramaic (noting that the text here in Daniel goes from
Hebrew to Aramaic from this point right to the end of Daniel 7): "O
king, live forever! Tell the dream to your servants, and we will
declare the interpretation." [5] The king replied to the Chaldeans,
"The command from me is firm: if you do not make known to me the
dream and its interpretation, you will be torn limb from limb and
your houses will be made a rubbish heap. [6] But if you declare the
dream and its interpretation, you will receive from me gifts and a
reward and great honor; therefore declare to me the dream and its
interpretation." [7] They answered a second time and said, "Let the
king tell the dream to his servants, and we will declare the
interpretation." [8] The king replied, "I know for certain that you
are bargaining for time, inasmuch as you have seen that the command
from me is firm, [9] that if you do not make the dream known to me,
there is only one decree for you. For you have agreed together to
speak lying and corrupt words before me until the situation is
changed; therefore tell me the dream, that I may know that you can
declare to me its interpretation." [10] The Chaldeans answered the
king and said, "There is not a man on earth who could declare the
matter for the king, inasmuch as no great king or ruler has ever
asked anything like this of any magician, conjurer or Chaldean.
[11] Moreover, the thing which the king demands is difficult, and
there is no one else who could declare it to the king except gods,
whose dwelling place is not with mortal flesh." [12] Because of
this the king became indignant and very furious and gave orders to
destroy all the wise men of Babylon."

We note here that "the Chaldeans," who were a
caste of wise men and astrologers, speak on behalf of the group of
occultists, when they say to the king to tell them the dream that
they may declare the interpretation to him. However, the snag here,
which is no doubt of God – for what God wants to accomplish here is
to have these men dismissed so as to bring forth God's man, Daniel
– is that the king refuses to provide the dream, instead asking
these occultists to provide BOTH the dream and its interpretation,
declaring that if they are not able then they will die and their
property will become a heap of rubbish; but if they are able then
they will receive gifts, a reward, and great honor.

As can be expected, these evil men protest,
asking a second time for the dream to be told them that an
interpretation might be declared, but the king holds to his
resolve, even concluding that they are merely "bargaining for time"
in that "you have agreed together to speak lying and corrupt words
before me until the situation is changed; therefore tell me the
dream, that I may know that you can declare to me its
interpretation." In other words, the proof here that one can
provide the interpretation becomes the fact of one also being able
to tell the king the content of the dream that he had. And so now
we are precisely at the situation that God had worked in the
background to set up here (that is, Providentially), namely to have
Nebuchadnezzar realize within himself that these evil men are
simply incapable of providing him with the dream, and by extension,
the interpretation of the dream.

Even what the occultists then say here is
part of what God wants brought out into the open, namely that no
man can provide the king with the interpretation to the dream
without first knowing the dream, "except gods." In other words, it
requires supernatural intervention, and unfortunately for them,
also implying in the process that the king is unreasonable in his
request, since "no great king or ruler has ever asked anything like
this of any magician, conjurer or Chaldean." And so we note from
Daniel 2:12 that the end result is that the king becomes angry at
the occultists and orders that they all be put to death, which is
really what such men do deserve in accordance with God’s law
(noting Leviticus 20:27; Deuteronomy 18:10-12; and Jeremiah
27:9,10).

Daniel 2:13-49, Daniel is appointed, in the
Providence of God, to not only know what Nebuchadnezzar's dream
consisted of, which was from God, but also to give the
interpretation that consisted of making known to mankind that God
would be working through five world encompassing empires from that
point on in history

Since we see from Daniel 2:12 that
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, "gave orders to destroy all
the wise men of Babylon," this then brings us to the point of now
affecting Daniel and the other three youths with him, as we note
from what God tells us at Daniel 2:13, "So the decree went forth
that the wise men should be slain; and they looked for Daniel and
his friends to kill them." What must be noted here is that it is
obvious that Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah are also
regarded as being part of "the wise men," which are to be killed,
due to the order given by the king. The term "wise men" here at
Daniel 2:12,13 is "Chakkim" in the original, and it must be noted
that it is applied equally to all those in personal service to the
king of Babylon, serving in his court, even though " Daniel and his
friends" were believers in The One true God, while the rest of
these men were all unbelievers.

What also needs to be commented on at this
point is the fact that at Daniel 2:1 we were told that all that
takes place here at Daniel 2 takes place "in the second year of the
reign of Nebuchadnezzar." And since Daniel and his three friends
are here regarded as part of the "wise men" of the king's court who
are to be killed, then this would appear to mean that Daniel and
his three friends have now completed their three years of training
mentioned at Daniel 1:5 with Daniel 1:18, thereby appearing to be
some disconnect in the dating of events. What is possible here,
however, is that the events of Daniel 2 could have taken place
before the three years of training were up, for we are told at
Daniel 1:17 that God had given Daniel the ability to interpret
"visions and dreams," which was said before being told at Daniel
1:18 that the three years of training for entering the king's
personal service had been completed.

And then, in order to see that what we are
reading here is really from God, which means that He will not allow
Daniel and his three friends to die until they have finished their
part in God's purpose for their lives as God's vessels in Babylon
(noting for instance what God says at Acts 13:36 in part, “For
David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own
generation, fell asleep…”), and so we then read at Daniel 2:14-16,
"[14] Then Daniel replied with discretion and discernment to
Arioch, the captain of the king's bodyguard, who had gone forth to
slay the wise men of Babylon; [15] he said to Arioch, the king's
commander, "For what reason is the decree from the king so urgent?"
Then Arioch informed Daniel about the matter. [16] So Daniel went
in and requested of the king that he would give him time, in order
that he might declare the interpretation to the king."

So what we now see happening is that "Daniel
replied with discretion and discernment" to the commander of the
king's bodyguards, who had gone forth to find and kill him and his
three friends as part of all "the wise men" of Babylon, who had
been decreed by the king for death. The word "discretion" is "Eta"
in the original Aramaic, also meaning counsel and which only occurs
here in the book of Daniel in Scripture. Then the word
"discernment" is "Teem" in the Aramaic, which could also have been
rendered as ‘insight.’ And so we see from these two words that
Daniel needed to speak with the counsel and insight of God, in
knowing what to say here, in order to avert a decreed death, being
finally led to say in the wisdom of God, "For what reason is the
decree from the king so urgent?"

That what is taking place here is from God is
seen from the fact, first of all, that Arioch, the king's
commander, does not kill Daniel, but rather relates to him the
whole matter, that is, of how this decree came to be, which
included telling Daniel about the king having had a dream and his
subsequent verbal exchange with the other wise men, in terms of
being told about the requirement for not only telling the king the
content of his dream, but also its interpretation.

Then secondly, we further see that this is
all of God because at Daniel 2:16 Daniel actually goes into the
presence of the king and requests some time so that he might give
the king the interpretation to his dream, thereby doing something
here that was no longer allowed by any of the other wise men of the
king's court. And thirdly, we see that this is all of God because
the king not only agrees to see and hear Daniel out, but also
grants his request for more time for him to come up with the
interpretation, something that he was not willing to do for the
other wise men of his court!

And so, in Daniel having now been granted
time by the king to come up with the content and interpretation of
his dream, we now read at Daniel 2:17-23, "[17] Then Daniel went to
his house and informed his friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah,
about the matter, [18] so that they might request compassion from
the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his
friends would not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of
Babylon. [19] Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a night
vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven; [20] Daniel said,
"Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and
power belong to Him. [21] It is He who changes the times and the
epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to
wise men and knowledge to men of understanding. [22] It is He who
reveals the profound and hidden things; He knows what is in the
darkness, and the light dwells with Him. [23] To You, O God of my
fathers, I give thanks and praise, for You have given me wisdom and
power; even now You have made known to me what we requested of You,
for You have made known to us the king's matter." "

What we see Daniel and his three friends do
here first of all is what all true believers will be found doing
when faced with a life-threatening situation, which is to pray to
God "concerning this
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