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Before We Begin

The book in your hands is one part of a ten-volume series. Each volume holds fifty living creatures; five hundred across the series. Not one of them repeats. Some are small enough to fit in your palm, some large enough to fill a room; some live in your garden, some in ocean depths the sun has never reached. What they share is this: each one carries a fineness that stops you, if you look carefully.

This book is not a claim of "scientific miracle," nor an attempt at proof. The information on these pages consists of plain, agreed-upon facts; their purpose is not to prove anything, but to halt your gaze for a moment and invite you to think. Faith is not bought with a pile of evidence; more often it begins when the heart consents to truly see what stands before it. That is all that is done here: to show, and then to step aside.

Every creature whispers the same thing in its own tongue: such fineness, such measure and order did not come about by itself. In the opening of a wing, in the patience of a seed, in the sounds of the night, there is a signature. We only point to that signature. The Qur'an does not mention the creatures of the earth in vain; it names the bee, the ant, the bird, the camel, the spider, and presents looking almost as an act of worship. This series wishes to be a small answer to that invitation.

The book's arrangement is simple. Two pages are given to each creature: a full-page image on the left, its story on the right. At the end of the account, if there is a verse or a sound hadith directly concerning that creature, it is included. At the very bottom stands a single question, opening with a golden mark. That question is not there to be answered, but to stay with you.

Do not hurry. Open a page, look at the image, read a few lines, and linger a while with the question at the end. This book was not written to be read quickly, but to slow you down. You are under no obligation to finish it in one sitting; even one creature a day is enough. What matters is not counting pages, but the changing of your gaze.

There is no required order among the volumes. Whichever one you begin with, it comes to the same place: to remind you that behind every beauty you see there is a Creator who makes it worth seeing.


[image: Honeybee]

Honeybee

Its brain is smaller than a sesame seed; the order it builds stops a mathematician.

A single honeybee visits thousands of flowers to fill one teaspoon of honey. Yet what makes it extraordinary is not its diligence, but the knowledge it carries. When a worker bee finds a rich field of flowers and returns to the hive, it has a way of passing this on to its companions: dance. The angle of the figure-eight it traces in the air gives the direction of the field relative to the sun; its duration, the distance. This is a wordless yet astonishingly precise language. The bees watching the dance beat their wings straight toward a field they have never once visited.

It patiently turns the nectar it gathers into honey; and its comb it weaves out of hexagonal cells. This shape was not chosen at random: the hexagon is the form that encloses the greatest volume with the least wax, leaving no gaps between the cells. Human intelligence was able to prove the same result only centuries later. Yet no one taught the bee this dance, this geometry, or the recipe for honey; it comes into the world with all of this knowledge. The Qur'an speaks of honey as a healing for people and uses a striking word: this knowledge was given to the bee as an "inspiration." The source of the order, then, is not the bee itself.


And thy Lord inspired the bee, saying: Choose thou habitations in the hills and in the trees and in that which they thatch … There cometh forth from their bellies a drink divers of hues, wherein is healing for mankind.

An-Nahl 16:68-69



Who fits so much knowledge into one drop of honey; and then entrusts the work to one of the smallest creatures?
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Ant

Almost nothing on its own; together, an entire civilization.

An ant can lift dozens of times its own weight. But the ant's real wonder lies not in a single individual, but in the order that thousands of them keep together. A colony is like a working city, with roads, storerooms, nurseries, and even districts where refuse and the dead are kept apart. Some species cut and carry pieces of leaves to grow fungus underground; that is, they farm. Every individual has a task and none of them says "I" on its own; they all behave like organs of a single body.

Ants speak to one another in a language of scent, find the shortest path by a shared intelligence, and report danger at once. That these creatures, whose brains are smaller than the head of a pin, should work in such order with no centre directing them still astonishes scientists. The Qur'an makes particular mention of the moment an ant noticed an approaching army and warned the others; and in another narration ants are described as "a community that glorifies Allah." Smallness here is a sign not of insignificance, but of a subtlety worth pausing over.

Some species carry an injured individual to the nest and tend it until it heals; others, when a flood comes, lock their bodies together into a living raft that floats for days.


Till, when they reached the Valley of the Ants, an ant exclaimed: O ants! Enter your dwellings lest Solomon and his armies crush you, unperceiving.

An-Naml 27:18



Who established this order that runs without a central ruler? These small creatures, which the Qur'an calls "a community that glorifies Allah," may be telling us more than they appear to.
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Butterfly

A caterpillar all but "dissolves"; from the same body a wholly new creature is born.

The butterfly's life holds one of nature's most inconceivable transformations. A caterpillar that crawls the ground and eats leaves shuts itself, when its day comes, in a cocoon. What happens inside strains the imagination: the caterpillar's body largely dissolves, turning almost into a liquid. Then this "raw material" is rebuilt on an entirely different plan. What comes out of the cocoon is no longer a crawling caterpillar; it is a winged, flying, wholly different being. It is as though a second creature comes out of the first.

This transformation cannot help but bring to a person's mind the idea of "being created anew." In describing the Day of Resurrection, the Qur'an speaks of the people rising from their graves as "scattered butterflies." And a hadith relates that after the body has largely disintegrated it will be created again out of a very small core; just as the dissolved caterpillar returns in a new body. It would not be right to present this as "scientific proof"; it is only a door to reflection opened by a transformation taking place before our eyes.

Most of the colours on its wings are not pigment. Microscopic ridges on the scales refract light and produce the colour out of light itself; this is why some butterflies change colour with the angle of view. Another migrates thousands of kilometres; only its grandchildren finish the journey; though none sees the whole route, the direction never falters.


A day wherein mankind will be as thickly-scattered moths.

Al-Qari'ah 101:4

Everything of a man's body decays except the coccyx (the tailbone); from it he is created anew.

Bukhari, Tafsir, no. 4814; Muslim, Fitan, no. 2955



Could the power that dissolves a caterpillar and rebuilds it as a butterfly be incapable of raising a scattered body again? This is not an imposition, but a quiet question.
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Dog

A bowl of water given to an animal led a person to forgiveness.

A dog's sense of smell is tens of thousands of times keener than a human's. By it a dog can detect a person buried beneath the ground, a seizure that has not yet begun, even certain illnesses. It is known for its loyalty as well: a companion that knows its owner by voice and, when parted from him, can wait years in the same place. The bond it forms with people has a depth rarely seen among animals.

In the story of the Companions of the Cave, the Qur'an speaks of a faithful dog waiting beside the young men in the cave with its forelegs stretched out at the threshold; that dog is mentioned along with them, like a guard. And a hadith relates an even more striking scene: a man who drew water from a well and gave it to a dog dying of thirst was forgiven for that mercy alone. That a small kindness shown to an animal can change a person's final outcome is worth pausing over. So mercy, when it reaches even the smallest creature, does not go unanswered; there is a mercy that decrees it so.

The scent receptors in its nose are counted in the hundreds of millions, and the part of its brain given to distinguishing smells is many times larger than ours. It takes in a scent through each nostril separately; so it grasps not only that a smell is there, but where it comes from. That is how it can follow a trail left in the air hours earlier.

It turns to people with its gaze too: when you point at something, it looks not at your finger but where you point.


… and their dog stretching out his paws on the threshold.

Al-Kahf 18:18

A man drew water from a well for a dog that was licking the dust from thirst and gave it to drink; Allah was pleased with this and forgave him.

Bukhari, Musaqat 11, no. 2363; Muslim, Salam, no. 2244



A mercy that leaves not even the smallest kindness to an animal unanswered; what might it have prepared for a human being?
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Who made all things good which He created.
Surah As-Sajdah 32:7
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