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		Praise for
The Apocalypse of Ahmadinejad

		
			“Too few in the West understand just how dangerous Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad really is. Few truly see him as a rising new Hitler, determined to wipe Israel off the map. Fewer still realize he’s the head of an apocalyptic cult hellbent on acquiring nuclear weapons and annihilating the U.S. as well, all to usher in the Islamic messiah. But Mark Hitchcock gets it. His research is first-rate, and his book is a must-read.”

			—JOEL C. ROSENBERG, New York Times best-selling author of Epicenter

		

		
			“The Apocalypse of Ahmadinejad will open your eyes to the world’s greatest threat to Israel and the United States, a threat that is growing stronger every day. I highly recommend Mark and this book as faithful guides to understanding current events in light of God’s wonderful plan of prophecy.”

			—TIM LAHAYE, coauthor of the Left Behind series
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			Iran is the most important geostrategic change of the 21st century.

			MORTIMER ZUCKERMAN, SCARBOROUGH COUNTRY

			(FEBRUARY 1, 2007)

			Those of us trying to make sense of the Middle East remain perplexed by the recent rise of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the lunatic-like leader with decidedly sociopathic tendencies. Not only will Iran soon develop a deliverable nuclear device, he promises, but the first hit will be Israel. These are the rantings of a crazy man. The only question is whether President Ahmadinejad is crazy like a fox.… Dealing with al Qaeda may turn out to have been child’s play. After all, in the case of the new Iranian president, who studied traffic planning in a doctoral program, we are talking about an individual who recently wrote that the end of the world will occur in his lifetime. He’s fifty years old.

			DAVID SMICK, THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY

			(WINTER 2006)

			As a devout Shiite Muslim, Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is telling colleagues in Tehran that he believes the end of the world is rapidly approaching. He also believes that the way to hasten the coming of the Islamic Messiah known as the “Hidden Imam” or the “Mahdi” is to launch a catastrophic global jihad, first against Israel (the “little Satan”) and then against the U.S. (the “Great Satan”). What’s more, Ahmadinejad is widely believed to be pursuing nuclear weapons that would give him the ability to carry out his apocalyptic religious views.

			JOEL ROSENBERG, NATIONAL REVIEW

			(AUGUST 10, 2006)

		

	
		
			PREFACE

			This book is about Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. However, there are a few things this book is not.

			First, it’s not a biography. Certainly a book like this must contain some biographical and background information. But several excellent books are already available that present detailed facts and analyses about this man’s life and political career.

			Second, this book is not political in purpose. I did major in political science in college, and I have a law degree, but I’m certainly no expert in international politics. It will become obvious in this book that I believe Iran is the greatest threat to world peace today. But for the most part I will leave it to those more qualified than myself to discern the proper path to take with Iran and its current regime. I pray often for our national and international leaders, that God will give them wisdom in dealing with rogue nations like Iran. I believe that’s the most effective thing I can do.

			Third, this is not a book against Islam or Muslims. Many moderate Muslims don’t condone Ahmadinejad’s radical rhetoric. Even many in Iran strongly disagree with the direction he’s taking their country. And his particular view of the end times is not shared by most Muslims, who are Sunni.

			So, now that you know what this book is not, what is it?

			This is a book about the end times. The apocalypse—both the Shiite Islamic version and the biblical scenario. While I’m no expert in history, politics, or Islam in general, I have spent a great deal of time studying what the Bible says about the future. And I’ve studied the Shiite Islamic view of the end times. The key to understanding Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is to understand his apocalypse and what it means for the future of the region, the world … and you.

			The questions we face today are very real. And very alarming.

			
				• Who is Mahmoud Ahmadinejad?

				• What does he believe about the end of days?

				• How does his view of the apocalypse shape his decisions?

				• Who is the Islamic Mahdi or messiah?

				• What’s behind Iran’s involvement in Iraq?

				• Why does Ahmadinejad want to wipe Israel off the map?

				• How do nuclear weapons fit into his plans for ushering in the apocalypse?

				• Will Israel or the United States preemptively strike Iran’s nuclear sites?

				• Can diplomacy work?

				• Could events we see in Iran be setting the stage for the end times?

				• Does the Bible give any hope for the future?

			

			We will explore these questions and many others in the pages that follow. As often as possible, I will try to allow Ahmadinejad to speak for himself. The book contains dozens of direct quotes because I believe it’s important for you to hear him in his own words. His own disturbing words.

			One thing is certain—Iran’s president is committed to fulfilling his view of the apocalypse, and to do so he must obtain nuclear weapons, if he doesn’t already have them, and destroy Israel and the West. As the nuclear showdown intensifies, the nations of the world will face monumental decisions.

			The man at the center of it all is Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. The issue at the heart of Ahmadinejad is his apocalypse. It drives him. Compels him. Fuels him. And guides him. Far too many today are missing the integral linkage between his Shiite eschatology (his view of the end times) and Iranian foreign policy. If we fail to understand his apocalypse, we will never understand the current crisis—a crisis that could be paving the way for an epic struggle of literally biblical proportions.

		

	
		      One      

		THE WORLD’S MOST DANGEROUS MAN

		
			We don’t shy away from declaring that Islam is ready to rule the world. We must prepare ourselves to rule the world.

			MAHMOUD AHMADINEJAD

			The powerful army of the Islamic Republic of Iran is in the service of peace and security and is no threat to anyone. But in the face of enemies, it is like a meteorite. It will cut off the hand of any aggressor and leave the enemy covered in shame.

			MAHMOUD AHMADINEJAD

			I have traveled to all the continents except for one, and I know what is going on out there. Everybody is eager to hear the Iranian people’s message.… The world is rapidly becoming “Ahmadinejadized.”

			MAHMOUD AHMADINEJAD

			Depending on your own beliefs, Ahmadinejad is either mystical or deranged. In either case, he is exceedingly dangerous.

			CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER

			The real danger is that Iran could become one gigantic suicide bomber.

			BENJAMIN NETANYAHU

			We have a strategy drawn up for the destruction of the Anglo-Saxon civilization.… We must make use of everything we have at hand to strike at this front by means of our suicide operations or by means of our missiles. There are twenty-nine sensitive sites in the U.S. and the West. We have already spied on these sites and we know how we are going to attack them.

			HASSAN ABBASSI (CHIEF STRATEGY ADVISER TO AHMADINEJAD)

		

		A WORLD ON EDGE

		As U.S. naval forces are conducting training exercises in the Persian Gulf, Iranian Revolutionary Guards fire on a U.S. ship, claiming it entered Iranian waters. Rumors of the confrontation spread like wildfire. Oil prices immediately spike. The United States quickly denies the report. In spite of this denial, rumors about the military confrontation in the Gulf spur panic buying in after-hours trading on March 27, 2007. The price of oil shoots up $5 to $68 a barrel in a matter of minutes. This is only the beginning. Speculators prepare for $150-a-barrel oil.

		Then suddenly, prices fall back to $63 a barrel within a couple of hours.

		It turned out to only be a rumor. Or was it?

		Saudi Arabia has said that if the United States or Israel ends up in open confrontation with Iran, oil prices will triple overnight. That means oil at $150–$200 a barrel. That means $5, $6, or even $7 a gallon at the pump. The economic consequences will be catastrophic

		But high gas prices will be only the first in a series of dangerous dominos to fall if a misstep in the Gulf escalates out of control. Terror alerts will go to level red in the homeland. Iran will unleash Hezbollah on Israel from the north and Hamas from the west; Syria might even join in. Tehran will stir an onslaught of sectarian violence in Iraq and turn it into a brutal bloodbath. American troops will be caught in the crossfire and sustain heavy losses. The conflict will spiral out of control. Russia may feel the need to get involved. China could act to protect its vital oil lifeline in Iran. A chain reaction of triphammer blows will be set in motion.

		The end result will be so catastrophic that no one probably has a complete picture of the destruction and confusion.

		At this moment, this scenario is still fiction, but in truth it might not be in the near future. Iran is a powder keg waiting to explode. Iran is repeatedly, brazenly defying UN Security Council sanctions against its nuclear program. Threatening Israel with genocide. Stoking sectarian violence in Iraq. Capturing British sailors. Humiliating them in front of the world. Taunting the United States—“the Great Satan.”

		What’s this all about? Is it just political jockeying? Is it a new muscular sense of Iranian nationalism reacting against Western “imperialism”? Or is there something more sinister behind it all?

		Certainly many complicated, intertwined variables are involved in any political, international state of affairs. But no doubt remains that in Iran today an irrepressible force is at work—a relentless force with which there can be no successful negotiation or appeasement. A rabid ideology that seeks worldwide chaos, bloodshed, and war, all toward achieving its twisted, utopian fantasies.

		And behind the ideology is a man. A man whose face is dominating the headlines. A man whose incendiary, bombastic bile is shocking the world. A man named Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. A man whose apocalypse may rock the world.

		MAN WITH A MISSION

		He stands a diminutive five feet four inches, smiles incessantly, blinks frequently, stares through squinting slitlike eyes, dresses plainly, and almost always wears his trademark tan jacket, which has become known as the “Ahmadinejad jacket.”

		Yet behind the dapper appearance and smiling persona lies the heart of a genocidal terrorist. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the president of Iran, is the most dangerous man on earth.

		He makes Saddam Hussein look like Santa Claus. He is a son of the Islamic Revolution and played a major role in the takeover of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran and the ensuing 444-day Iran hostage crisis. He’s a former member of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards. His organization participated in the bombing of U.S. marines in Lebanon. He and his organization were also involved in the horror of Pan Am Flight 103, which exploded over Lockerbie, Scotland on December 21, 1988. And he is now in command of a world-class army and air force and is actively seeking the ability to make and deliver a nuclear weapon. His goal is to bring about a “second revolution” in Iran.

		THE OPENING SHOT

		First impressions are important. Think about this for a moment: Ahmadinejad’s very first public statement as president-elect on June 30, 2005, was to declare that the Iranian government was going back to its brutal beginnings. “Thanks be to the blood of the martyrs, a new Islamic Revolution has arisen and the Islamic Revolution of 1384 [the current Iranian year] will, if God wills, cut off the roots of injustice in the world. The era of oppression, hegemonic regimes, tyranny, and injustice has reached its end.… The wave of the Islamic Revolution will soon reach the entire world.”1 This was the way he first introduced himself to the world. His international audition. No subtle, quiet easing into office. No polite “Hi, I’m Mahmoud.” But rather, an announcement of a new Islamic revolution that will sweep the globe.

		The world has begun to awaken to Ahmadinejad and the threat he poses. Bridget Johnson minces no words when she calls him “arguably the world’s most dangerous man.”2 Glenn Beck, almost every night on his CNN program, warns of the peril Ahmadinejad presents to the world. His face and his name—which is admittedly a tongue twister—is dominating world headlines.

		THE WORLD TAKES NOTE

		The Newsweek cover on February 19, 2007, featured closeup photographs of Ahmadinejad and U.S. president George W. Bush side by side, almost cheek to cheek, with the headline “The Hidden War with Iran: Skirmishes, Threats, Missed Signals. Why the Standoff Could Soon Turn Deadly.” The cover article inside was titled “Rumors of Wars”—a clear reference to the prophecy of Jesus in Matthew 24:6.

		Time’s September 25, 2006, cover featured a large picture of Ahmadinejad and the headline “What War with Iran Would Look Like (And How to Avoid It).” Inside the magazine, Time recorded an interview with Ahmadinejad titled “A Date with a Dangerous Mind.”

		A photograph of Ahmadinejad with a prayer scarf draped over his shoulders filled Newsweek’s February 13, 2006, cover, accompanied by the headline “How Dangerous Is Iran?” Two other headlines on the cover read “The Next Nuclear Threat” and “Radical Islam in Power.” Inside, the main article on Ahmadinejad is titled “Devoted and Defiant,” picturing Ahmadinejad reverently kneeling at the grave of Iran’s revolutionary leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.

		U.S. News & World Report, on July 31, 2006, ran a cover story titled “Dangerous Liaisons: How Radicals in Iran Are Roiling the Middle East from Lebanon to Iraq.” It included an article titled “An Impulse for Intrigue: Iran Has Really Big Plans, and Lots of Folks Have Really Big Headaches.”

		On November 13, 2006, U.S. News & World Report contained an article titled “The Dark Cloud on the Horizon: Why Israelis Eye a Potentially Nuclear-Armed Iran and Worry That a Cataclysm Can’t Be Averted.”

		The cover story of the Economist in February 2007 sported a picture of a stealth bomber and the intriguing question “Next Stop Iran?”

		The Middle East magazine, in its February 2007 issue, displayed the title “The Year Ahead.” The only picture on the cover was a photograph of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in the top left corner.

		The cover of the New Republic (April 23, 2007) carried the caption “The Persian Paradox: What to Do About Iran” accompanied by a purposely distorted picture of Ahmadinejad.

		All the world is taking note of this man. But what makes him so hazardous?

		THE TRIPLE A OF AHMADINEJAD’S APOCALYPSE

		Most informed people know by now that Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is an international troublemaker in charge of a rogue regime. That he’s a menace to world peace and Middle Eastern stability. But few people understand what drives him.

		A prophetic dream drives him, a purported revelation from Allah. I call it Ahmadinejad’s apocalypse.

		I believe that the apocalypse of Ahmadinejad brings together the combustible mixture of three explosive ingredients:

		
			1. Fanatical messianic ideology.

			2. Vicious hatred of Israel and the West.

			3. Hot pursuit of nuclear weapons.

		

		These three key factors converge to make Ahmadinejad the world’s most dangerous man. I like to call them the Triple A (AAA) of Ahmadinejad’s apocalypse. Together, they form the signature of his regime. I’ll briefly summarize them here, then expand on them in the next three chapters.

		1. Apocalyptic Ideology

		Ahmadinejad holds to a radical Shiite ideology—an ideological fervor run amok.3 This fanatical worldview gives him a reckless, arrogant sense of invincibility inspired by his belief in the imminent return of the Mahdi—an Islamic messiah figure. Ahmadinejad dreams of a Shiite theocracy that will rule the Muslim world and ultimately the entire globe. He believes that the Mahdi will return in his lifetime—probably in the next two to three years.

		Never before in modern history has a world leader so overtly flaunted his religious ideology and its influence on his policies. Yossi Melman and Meir Javedanfar observe: “Never before had an Iranian leader so publicly acknowledged his messianic belief. With Ahmadinejad’s election, this formerly taboo subject has become part of the central ideology of one of the most influential leaders of the world, with frightening implications.”4

		2. Anti-Semitism and Anti-Westernism

		A second central component of Ahmadinejad’s apocalypse is his vicious anti-Semitism and fierce hatred of the West. He has repeatedly threatened to wipe Israel, the “little Satan,” off the map (and he calls the United States the “Great Satan”). For him, the United States and Israel are two main roadblocks that must be removed from the path of the Mahdi. Ironically, this is the same man who calls President Bush “Mr. Danger.”5 Is he really serious? Or is this just all talk?

		People often wonder if or when Iran will attack Israel. The truth: they already have. Ahmadinejad took the first hostile step when he unleashed his terrorist, attack-dog proxy on Israel. The Hezbollah attack in July 2006 was phase one of Iran’s war with Israel. Hezbollah—a Shiite terrorist group—is, in essence, an Iranian threat on Israel’s northern border. Omar Fadhil notes, “It’s common wisdom to say that the war between Hezbollah and Israel is a regional struggle that also includes Iran and Syria, who have supported and supplied Hezbollah. What seems to be less understood is that this is the first war between the Islamic Republic of Iran and Israel, via Iran’s proxy Hezbollah, and that its overarching purpose is to advance Iran’s ambitions to export the Islamic Revolution throughout the Middle East.”6

		The Hezbollah attack on Israel was the initiation of Ahmadinejad’s apocalypse. It was a test run for Iran to try out its own command-and-supply capabilities, to probe Israel’s defenses, and to gauge the reaction of the international community.7

		The hostilities are far from over. Iran is arming Hezbollah for round two.

		
			• Iran has provided Hezbollah with about twelve thousand rockets with a range of 26 to 120 miles—far enough to reach Tel Aviv.

			• Iran has trained about 3,000 Hezbollah terrorists.

			• Iran has set up at least 20 permanent missile bases in Lebanon.

			• Iran has equipped Hezbollah with trucks to serve as launching pads for rockets.

			• Iran has supplied experts in Lebanon to assist in targeting.8

		

		Hezbollah’s leader, Sheik Hassan Nasrallah, has pledged allegiance to Iran’s supreme leader.9 Former Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage calls Hezbollah the “A-team” of terrorist organizations. Hezbollah has metastasized throughout Lebanese culture and society, permeating every thread of the nation’s fabric.10 Ahmadinejad wants to turn Lebanon and Syria into armed Shiite outposts.11

		Iran is also doing all it can to challenge the West. Ahmadinejad views the West, especially the United States and Britain, with disdain. He despises Britain because of its colonial policies of the past and the 1917 Balfour Declaration, which paved the way for the establishment of a Jewish homeland. The United States draws his ire because of its presence in the Middle East and its support of Israel. He employs various names for the Western nations: “Global Arrogance,” “Oppressor World,” and “Infidel Front.” He’s made it no secret what he thinks of the West and that he would love nothing more than to destroy it.

		Ahmadinejad initiates overt hostilities against the West politically, militarily, and economically. Politically, he defies the West and curries favor with Russia and China, who cover his back in the UN Security Council. Through his strong alliances with Hezbollah and Syria and attempts to subtly intimidate other Gulf States into turning against the United States, he’s doing all he can to position Iran as the regional superpower.

		Militarily, he has announced that Iran has developed a strategic “war preparation plan” for what he calls “the destruction of Anglo-Saxon civilization.”12 And he has already embarked on his plan as opportunities have arisen. He has actively manipulated the war in Iraq, maintaining a steady stream of Iranian troops and arms into Iraq to combat U.S. troops. And most recently in the news, he displayed bold aggression by kidnapping fifteen British sailors in a show of power.

		On March 23, 2007, Iranian Revolutionary Guards seized fifteen British sailors who were patrolling for smugglers in the Persian Gulf. This sparked a thirteen-day standoff between London and Tehran. As the crisis unfolded, Ahmadinejad did all he could to stoke the fire. He said, “The British occupier forces did trespass our waters. Our border guards detained them with skill and bravery. But arrogant powers, because of their arrogant and selfish spirit, are claiming otherwise.… Instead of apologizing over trespassing by British forces the world arrogant powers issue statements and deliver speeches.”13

		Finally, at an April 4, 2007, news conference, he presented a medal to the commander of the Iranian Coast Guard who captured the Brits. Then he droned on for about an hour about British and U.S. treachery, before springing his great proclamation: “On the occasion of the birthday of the great prophet [Muhammad] and

		
		
		3. Atomic Weapons

		
		
		
		IS PEACE POSSIBLE WITH THIS MAN?

		
		
		
		
		
			
			
			
		

		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		

		
		
		AHMADINEJAD AND AN ANCIENT PROPHECY

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		
		
	
		
			To Bill Jensen
Thank you for your faithful friendship,
your inspiring encouragement,
and your passion for the blessed hope.
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