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Introduction

Geographers: Biobibliographic Studies was first published in 1977. Twenty-two years and approximately 290 essays have now been invested in the series, which has won for itself a special place in the literature of the history of geographical thought. There have been essays on individuals from all parts of the habitable globe who have contributed to the field of learning now called geography. These individuals have been drawn mainly from the last thousand years of history. Yet there is no enforced divide, and the editors would be happy to receive contributions on significant figures from an earlier time.

Individuals discussed have included explorers, proto- and crypto-geographers – thinkers whose ideas have contributed to the geographic viewpoint. The editors have made available the pages of the series to those who, while not geographers, have had influence on the development of the subject. The object has been to advance geographical knowledge. After all, the circumstance of science is part opportunity, part genetic, part upbringing and part economic circumstance. However, the impulse to science is at root an individual matter, and we are interested to learn the ways in which individuals have advanced our field of learning. It is through individual expression that the act of creation in science takes place; diffusion and development may follow from this initial contribution. It is that expression, and how and in what circumstances it took place, that is the concern of the biobibliographer. Once this knowledge has been made available, the study of its diffusion in all its variety becomes a significant undertaking.

Whether the individuals whose lives have been reviewed in the series are thought of as ‘first figures’ or contributors of a lesser order of magnitude is not of major concern. In rethinking and reordering our notions of geography and geographers, it is possible that we shall reassess the contributions of some of those who came before. Our purpose is not to praise but to investigate, and thus to advance the understanding of the development of our field. To this end we offer another set of biobibliographies in this volume. Five of the subjects discussed spent all or part of their lives in the nineteenth century, while four are from the twentieth century. Two are drawn from the British Isles, three made their contributions from North America, three from the Hispanic world (one from Mexico and two from Spain), and one had his origins in Germany.

Francis Beaufort, RN (1774–1857) entered the navy at a young age and knew at first hand the coasts of a number of parts of the world. He was one of the coterie of naval and military officers associated with the early days of the Royal Geographical Society, and thus came into close contact with many significant nineteenth-century explorers. He held the position of Admiralty Hydrographer from 1829 to 1855, the ‘high noon’ of British naval hydrography. In superintending a world-wide programme of charting, and in supporting a whole series of important publications connected with hydrographic survey and scientific exploration, his indirect influence on nineteenth-century exploration was considerable. He was also a meteorologist of repute, and many of his ideas paved the way for modern meteorology. He is perhaps best remembered for the wind scale to which he gave his name.

Mary Kingsley (1862–1900) was a member of a distinctive genre – the doughty women travellers of the Victorian age. She came from a distinguished, if slightly eccentric, family, and Mary’s own character was complex. After the death of her parents she decided to visit West Africa. She ‘demonstrated an unusual independence of mind and body’ and is remembered for her ethnographic writings and her accounts of travels in remote parts of Africa, with their perceptive attention to detail.

The biobibliography of William Dunbar (1749–1810) – Mississippi cotton planter, scientist and explorer – is provided by Gary Dunbar, who notes that ‘there is the faintest chance he may be related’ to his subject! Originally from Scotland, fluent in several languages, and something of a polymath, William Dunbar played an important role in the early exploration of the American Southwest. He was elected to membership of the American Philosophical Society, and contributed a number of communications to its Transactions.

The second American, rendered by chronology, is James J. Parsons (1915–97), who was associated with the department of geography at the University of California, Berkeley, from 1937 until his death. He wrote much and made contributions in the areas of economic geography, cultural–historical geography, biogeography and Latin American studies. He also extended considerable influence through the number of students who worked under him (he supervised 41 doctoral dissertations) and had a wide acquaintance with the international geographical community. He was a team player, was well liked and helped to maintain the Berkeley tradition initiated by Carl Sauer.

William Warntz (1922–88) had no academic degree in geography, entering the field through studies in economics and mathematics. He was a ‘spatial scientist’ and his work is central to the ‘Quantitative Revolution’ of the 1950s and 1960s. He wove together ideas from mathematics and meteorology, physics and economics to suggest new ways of looking at spatial patterns. Additionally, he made studies of the contributions of Isaac Newton and Varenius to the history of geographical thought.

It is a pleasure to welcome a trinity of geographers from the Hispanic world. From nineteenth-century Mexico comes Francisco Díaz Covarrubias (1833–89), an example of that distinctive type, the ‘geographical engineer’. The account gives interesting and rare glimpses of some of the early International Geographical Congresses.

Two geographers from Spain are included, both interesting and important figures, and the lives of both were touched to some extent by pathos. Both, in their own way, were integrators, influenced as they were by the ‘landscape’ approach; both wrote on urban topics. But there were important differences. José Gavira Martín (1903–51) was perhaps closer to the intellectual heart of Spanish geography, while Salvador Llobet i Reverter (1908–91) was always something of an outsider and obtained a full-time, permanent university appointment only late in life. Gavira was influenced by German geographical thought; Llobet’s approach was more influenced by France. Differences extended to their political outlooks: Gavira came from a military family and his attitude to the Franco regime has been described as one of ‘passive acceptance’, while Llobet was ‘a very Catalan Catalan’ from Granollers (near Barcelona) and was regarded as somewhat suspect during the days of the Generalissimo.

Also from the nineteenth century, and from outside the geographers’ enclave, comes the monumental figure of Karl Marx (1818–83). He studied law, edited a German paper which was suppressed in 1843, and moved to Paris, Brussels and then London. The Communist Manifesto, written with Engels, was followed by Capital. Although currently unfashionable, Marx’s ideas have so influenced the thought and the events of the past century that his inclusion in this series is perhaps belated. His ideas have profoundly influenced many geographers and much geographical writing.

All the above essays add to our understanding of the geographical tradition. The editors once again invite authors to contribute biobibliographies of those persons whose work has aided or become part of that tradition.

Patrick H. Armstrong and Geoffrey J. Martin


Francis Beaufort, RN

1774–1857
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Marion Hercock


But while he was using his head and arms as a fighting officer it will be seen how he used his eyes as a scientific man, and how afterwards he used the knowledge and enterprise thus cultivated for the benefit even of the humblest and most peaceful of his countrymen.

(The Times, 29 December 1857)



Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort is popularly known for his wind scale, which was but a minor work of classification in a lifetime of scientific and professional accomplishments. The intellectual product of a childhood influenced by the eighteenth-century Enlightenment, naval training, self-education at sea, the cultivated milieu of family and friends, and a wealth of field experience, Beaufort was one of the greatest hydrographers and scientists in the service of the British Admiralty. As Hydrographer to the Navy for twenty-six years (retiring at the age of eighty-one) and a member of the Royal Society, the Royal Astronomical Society and the Royal Geographical Society, he associated with many of the outstanding scientific minds of the nineteenth century. Beaufort took an integrative, geographic perspective to scientific investigation and accordingly directed his naval surveyors in the same approach. As an adviser to government he was consulted on a range of scientific matters and other issues. His talents and interests, his professional position as a naval administrator and hydrographer, and his scientific associations enabled him to work for science, safety at sea and the spread of knowledge, without compromise.

1. Education, Life and Work

Francis Beaufort, the son of a clergyman, Daniel Augustus Beaufort, and his wife












HYDROGRAPHER 1829–55















SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND EXPLORATION



















2. Scientific Ideas and Geographical Thought




































3. Influence and Spread of Ideas
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3. ARCHIVES




Chronology



	1774
	Born 27 May at Navan, County Meath, Ireland



	1784
	Studied at Master David Bates’ Military and Marine Academy, Dublin



	1788
	Spent five months at the Dunsink Observatory of Trinity College, Dublin



	1789
	Joined the East India Company ship Vansittart on a trading and surveying voyage as ‘Captain’s Servant’. Vansittart wrecked in the Gaspar Straits off the coast of Sumatra



	1790
	Joined the Royal Navy frigate Latona as a midshipman



	1791
	Transferred to the frigate Aquilon and served for three years as Midshipman and Master’s Mate



	1794
	Saw action against the French in the North Atlantic



	1795
	Transferred to the frigate Phaeton and saw further action against the French



	1796
	Promoted to Lieutenant



	1799
	Escorted Lord and Lady Elgin on excursion to Turkey



	1800
	Saw action and was seriously wounded while on patrol and courier service in the Mediterranean



	1801–5
	Promoted to Commander and kept on a pension (for wounds) and half-pay at father’s vicarage at Collon, County Louth, Ireland



	1805
	Restored to active duty and appointed to command the storeship Woolwich to the Cape of Good Hope and India. Temporarily appointed Post Captain on reclassification of the Woolwich to frigate



	1806
	Drafted a wind scale and weather notion system



	1808
	Invited to be a member of the Geological Society



	1809
	Given command of the sloop Blossom



	1810
	Advanced to Post Captain, transferred to the Frederickssteen for survey duties in the Eastern Mediterranean, where wounded critically by the Turks



	1812
	Married to Alicia Wilson



	1814
	Elected a Fellow of the Royal Society



	1815
	Charts of southern Turkey completed



	1817
	Karamania published



	1818
	Second edition of Karamania published



	1820
	Memoir to accompany charts of Southern Turkey published by the Admiralty. Elected a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society



	1826
	Joined the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge



	1827
	Served on the Council of the Royal Society



	1829
	Founding member of the Royal Geographical Society. Appointed Hydrographer of the Navy, and occupied the post for the next 26 years, initiating and improving various Admiralty publications and serving on Navy-related committees



	1834
	Death of Alicia Wilson Beaufort



	1838
	Founding committee member of University College, London. Served on the Parliamentary Boundary Committee. Married Honora Edgeworth



	1845
	Secretary of the Arctic Council



	1846
	Promoted to Rear-Admiral on the retired list



	1847
	Jointly founded, with reformers of the Royal Society, the Philosophical Society



	1848
	Knighted. Assisted in the direction of the searches for Arctic explorer Sir John Franklin



	1857
	Died in Brighton, 17 December
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