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			Dedication

			
		
    To understand the pagan festivals in the Bible, it is essential to go back in time. The word pagan derives from the Latin paganus, meaning peasant or country dweller. In ancient times, people who were not Christian or Jewish were considered pagan, since their religious beliefs and practices were based on nature, the worship of gods and goddesses, and the forces of nature.
Pagan festivals were celebrated at different times of the year, generally coinciding with agricultural cycles, solstices and equinoxes. These celebrations were intended to honor the deities that were believed to control fertility, crops, health and prosperity. Some examples of pagan festivals mentioned in the Bible include:
-The Feast of Baal: This feast was celebrated in honor of the Canaanite god Baal, associated with rain and fertility.
-The feast of Asherah: This feast was celebrated in honor of the Canaanite goddess Asherah, considered the consort of Baal.
-The feast of Moloch: This feast was celebrated in honor of the Canaanite god Moloch, associated with fertility and war.
These feasts included rituals, sacrifices, dances, music and banquets. It was believed that these celebrations pleased the gods and secured their favor. However, from a biblical perspective, these practices were considered a form of idolatry and a violation of God's law.

      

    

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Introduction 
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We are going to explore a topic relevant to many Christians: the celebration of the Day of the Dead and Halloween. These days are very popular in various cultures, but as Christians, we must ask ourselves if it is appropriate to participate in these festivities.

What does the Bible say about it? What does All Souls' Day mean for Christians? Jesus left us clear teachings about the dead, and it is crucial that we understand his perspective. Throughout this study, we will examine the biblical teachings on these celebrations and see why Christians should refrain from participating in them.

The Bible is our guide and provides us with the wisdom we need to make decisions that honor God and reflect our faith. At the end of this study, we will better understand how to live according to biblical principles in a world full of traditions and practices that can lead us away from God.

Job 7:9-10 and the Christian perspective on death

Job 7:9-10 says, "As the cloud vanishes and departs, so he that goeth down to Sheol shall go no more up; he shall return no more to his house, neither shall his place know him any more." These verses teach us the inevitability of death and the final separation from the world of the living.

The idea that the dead can return and live with us is in contradiction with this biblical teaching. Instead of participating in rituals that honor the dead, we should focus on the hope of resurrection and eternal life that we have in Jesus Christ.

The word Halloween derives from the English expression "All Hallow's Eve" which means "All Saints' Eve" or "All Souls' Eve". Its origins go back years before Christianity, in the times of the Celts, one of the first tribes of Europe established in ancient times in most of Gaul, in the British Isles, and in a good part of Spain and Portugal, as well as in northern Italy, Switzerland, western and southern Germany, Austria, Bohemia and Galatia in Asia Minor. Where "the Druids", a priestly class in Great Britain, Ireland and possibly in other parts of the Celtic area during the Iron Age, emerged. A world apart within their mythological universe.  

Julius Caesar pointed out that the Druid priests were one of the two most important religious groups in Gallic society along with the nobles, they had great power in society, so they were feared.  They were responsible for cults where divination and oracles were practiced and even human sacrifices (of criminals, and of some innocents) among other judicial activities. References to Druidic sacrifices are found in the writings of the Roman poet Marcus Annaeus Lucanus, Julius Caesar, the historian Suetonius and Pliny the Elder. 

The Druids were seers, poets, magicians, doctors, priests, known as the priests of SAMHAIN, "Festival of the Harvest", or also SAMAN (Pronunciation Sa-ma) "Lord of Heaven and Earth", a pagan god whose image was that of a skeleton holding a sickle or scythe in his hand who later came to be known as Death. These satanic priests terrorized with their practices of destruction and death, they believed that on October 31, eve of the Celtic New Year, they passed from light to darkness, known as "The Night of Samhain".  They met with the spirits of those who had died the previous year and on that day sacrifices were made to SAMHAIN. The celebration was called "Samhain's Vigil", with a night of terror that began at midnight, the witches and warlocks enjoyed greater vitality. The druids themselves were granted the gift of divining the future, who believed that the boundaries between the world of the living and the world of the dead disappeared completely, and even that the ghosts of the dead came from the other world to take the living with them.

The night of Samhain opened the long and harsh winter through which it was said that the ghosts of the dead wandered lost in search of bodies to possess to transit to the other world, until the arrival of spring; for that reason, the Druid priests prepared huge bonfires and made incantations, trying to scare away the evil spirits. On the other hand, the dead were allowed to return to their former homes to visit the living, and people left sweets or food at the door of their houses, in the belief that the dead would go away satisfied and leave them in peace, since they had been confined to inhabit animal bodies for a whole year as punishment for their evil deeds. And to protect them, the priest led the people in ceremonies of devil worship where animals such as horses, cats, black sheep, oxen and even human beings were sacrificed as offerings to appease the wrath of the gods and prevent the spirits of the dead from harming them.

Also, Irish druids would roam the neighborhoods and surrounding areas on the night of October 31 to collect offerings to Satan. They would carry lanterns, money bags and pointed reed sticks. At each house they would demand a specific amount. If the owner of the house did not give the offering, the druid would punish them along with their prized animals, he would also demand all kinds of strange foods for his own consumption and to offer later at the festival of death. If people refused his demands, they would cast a demonic curse on the household, and the story goes that someone from that family would die during the course of the year.

Julius Caesar, who led a Roman army into Celtic lands around 55 BC, said that the Celts tortured prisoners and criminals, even innocents, if they had no one to sacrifice.
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Origin of the Costumes
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During that devilish ceremony people wore costumes made of animal heads and skins. Then they practiced divination, jumped over the flames or ran through them, danced and sang. All this was done to scare away evil spirits. The disguised people went from house to house, singing and dancing. Their blood clotting masks and grotesque disguises served to make themselves look like evil spirits, and thus deceive the spirits that would enter that day, thus avoiding being harmed by them. In the Middle Ages, some bandits took advantage of these beliefs and, after committing their misdeeds, they would go with the story that the spirits were the culprits. These tricksters disguised themselves to look like devils and ghosts and make their deception more credible.

DEAL OR DEAL

The Druids believed that during that particular night, the spirits of the dead who were confined to inhabit animal bodies as payment for their evil deeds, returned to visit their living relatives, to play a trick (Treta) on them; that is, to cast an evil spell that would cause them harm. To protect themselves from them they would disguise themselves, but if their skin disguise had not acquired enough power to deceive the impure spirits or if for some reason they forgot to disguise themselves there was another way to save themselves from them by making a deal (trick) with them by providing them with candy or food, leaving them at the door of their homes. This tradition has been maintained over time and has become something "fun" that today we call trick or treta (trick or treat), where children go from house to house asking for candy in exchange for "Trick or treat".

When Emperor Constantine decreed that the inhabitants of his empire convert to Christianity, many pagan rites were introduced. This is how the Samhain festival infiltrated. Faced with the impossibility of completely abolishing these pagan festivals, the church decided to sanctify some of them. In the 9th century, the Pope declared November 1st as All Saints' Day, in honor of all the martyred.
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