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The Revised Gospels of Jesus Christ

About the Publisher

Late one night, something happened.  I'm not entirely sure what.  I just know that God found me.  By the morning, I'd written, "The Revised Gospels of Jesus Christ."  They're written from where I was at.  I released them over time.  I guess I thought they might be too overwhelming all at once.  In these revisions, I found relevance.  In the midst of transcription, I am sure that I made mistakes.  It was impossible to prevent it...everything was just coming at me so fast.  Regardless, there is life to be found in these words.  I know.  I've lived them.

Rev. Dr. Jeff Hood

May 24, 2020

Jesus on Death Row

A Revision of the Gospel of Matthew

1.

Jesus the Messiah descended from a long line of oppressed people.  For twelve generations, Jesus' family struggled to survive.  The story of Jesus was born into flesh in Harris County, Texas.

Mary was embarrassed to be pregnant.  Not knowing how she got pregnant or even how Joseph would respond, Mary tried to hide the changes in her body.  When the child started to show, Joseph asked Mary what was going on.  Not wanting to lie, Mary declared that she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit.  Joseph was furious and planned to never talk to her again.  Running away in deep pain and anger, Joseph collapsed in an alley.  Exhausted from crying and shaking over the loss of his one true love, Joseph fell into a deep sleep.

Joseph didn't know whether he was dreaming or not when an angel appeared to him and declared, "Come on man.  Do you honestly think Mary was sleeping around?  Go and take her as your wife.  God put the child there for a reason.  The child will go by Jesus and will save all people from their sins."  These events took place in accordance with the words of a prophet, "It will be hard to believe, but a virgin will have a son.  When the child is born, everyone will call him Emmanuel or the God who is with us."  Joseph woke up and wondered about his sanity.  When he realized that he was of sound mind, Joseph married Mary.  The couple didn't have sex the whole pregnancy and the baby was born.  The family proudly called him Jesus.

2.

Rolling in by bus from the East Coast, wise nuns arrived to Texas and asked, "Where is this child that was revealed to us in prayer to be the Messiah?  We saw his star in the sky."  When the Governor heard this, he was frightened that oppressed people would rise up together and overthrow his unjust system.  Quickly, he brought the wise nuns in and confirmed the information.  Scrambling, the Governor left and spoke with his closest advisors.  Everyone gathered agreed, the child was a threat that must be eliminated.

The Governor brought the wise nuns back in and encouraged, "Go and find the child.  When you do, please send word back.  We want to celebrate his birth."  Increasingly suspicious, the wise nuns left and followed the star.  Not long after they arrived in Harris County, the wise nuns saw the star stopped over a housing project.  The wise nuns raced into the apartment to behold Mary with her child.  Slapping tambourines and cheering, the wise nuns worshipped at the feet of the child.  The wise nuns opened their suitcases and offered beautiful stones and precious metals from the East Coast as gifts.  Bright lights in their dreams warned them to not return anywhere close to where the Governor was.  The wise nuns got back on the bus and quietly returned to their home.  

The Governor was aggressive toward oppressed folks and the people in Jesus' neighborhood had had enough.  Nobody knew when the next tragedy was about to go down.  With violence everywhere, God appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Take your child to Mexico and remain there until I tell you to come back."  Joseph packed everything and the family was off.  The journey across the desert was difficult.  After many days, Joseph, Mary and Jesus crossed the Mexican border and began to live undocumented in Mexico.  This was to fulfill what was spoken by God through the prophet, "Out of Mexico I have called my son."

When the Governor realized the wise nuns tricked him, he became enraged.  Declaring martial law in Harris County, the Governor proceeded to destroy every opportunity for advancement that any young oppressed men might have and ordered the police to harass them at every turn.  "Shoot at the slightest provocation!" the Governor ordered.  Lives were destroyed daily.  This fulfilled the prophecy of Jeremiah, "Voices were wailing in lamentation and mothers wept for the lose of their children, because they are no more."

Many years later, the Governor died in a fit of rage.  God appeared to Joseph and told him, "Get up and take Jesus and Mary back to Harris County.  The Governor is dead."  Packing up, the family started to travel through the desert.  Journeying back into the United States was more difficult than leaving it.  Customs and Border Patrol agents were everywhere.  None of the group had enough water to drink and each of them fell down exhausted on multiple occasions.  If it weren't for Mary pushing the family along, they would have died.  When Joseph heard who the new Governor was, he became afraid to go home.  God assured him that he would keep the family safe.  When the family arrived in Harris County, Mary suggested that they settle in Houston.  The family made their home in Houston, so that what had been spoken through the prophets would be fulfilled, "The child will be called a Houstonian."

Many years after the family returned to Harris County, Jesus was sharing wine with others at a wedding party when a couple was shot and killed.  Although there was no evidence or witnesses linking him to the crime, the District Attorney decided Jesus fired the shots and filed capital murder charges.  Jesus' family had no money for counsel.  To sway the jury, the District Attorney repeatedly called for vengeance and blood.  While his public defender slept throughout the trial, Jesus was found guilty and sentenced to death.  Until the date of execution arrived, Jesus would sit in solitary confinement on the Polunsky Unit or Texas' Death Row.

3.

John the Baptist appeared in a cell on the pod and loudly proclaimed, "Repent!  The realm of God is upon us!"  John was the one that Isaiah spoke about when he shouted, "The one crying out in the pod: Prepare the way of God, make the paths straight."

John only ate health food and refused to eat any of the food served on the row.  People from all over the country wrote to him, many believed him to have special spiritual powers.  After the writers repented of their sin, John would splash water on a card, include instructions to rub it on their forehead and mail it to them for their baptism. 

When the guards walked by, John screamed out, "You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruit worthy of repentance.  You don't get a pass to do evil because of your position; God is the one who makes justice not you.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the fire!"

"I try to baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to stoop down and slip off his sandals.  He will baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire.  He will gather all the wheat and toss the chaff into the unquenchable fire."

Then Jesus arrived on the pod from Harris County.  Upon arrival, Jesus asked for John's baptism.  Thinking he wasn't worthy to baptize Jesus, John quarreled.  Jesus replied, "Let it be so, for I need to be an example to the others."  John consented.  Through passing notes, the two planned to do the baptism as Jesus walked by John's cell the next day.  The hour came for Jesus to be taken outside for recreation and John tossed Jesus the water card as he walked by his cell.  When Jesus rubbed the water card on his forehead, the ceiling of the Polunsky Unit opened up and the Spirit of God descended on him in the form of a dove.  A voice from heaven spoke and said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased."

––––––––
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4.

The guards could not believe what happened.  Everyone was afraid of Jesus.  Deciding to place him on a higher level of punishment, Jesus was put in a padded solitary room and not allowed to leave for forty days and forty nights.  While there, Jesus fasted and prayed.  The great tempter came to him and said, "If you are the Son of God then make food appear."  Jesus answered, "One does not live by food alone, but by the very words that proceed out of the mouth of God."

The devil took him to the top of the Texas State Capital and said, "If you are the Son of God, then jump off.  For it is written, God will command angels to keep you from hitting the pavement."  Jesus replied, "It is written, do not put the Lord your God to the test."

The devil then took Jesus to the top of Mt. Everest and showed him the splendor of all the nations of the world and said, "If you will worship me, I will give you all of these nations and your freedom."  Jesus snapped back, "Away with you Satan!  For it is written, worship and serve God alone."  Jesus woke up in the padded room and couldn't tell what had actually happened.  He had a strange sense that angels were with him.

John's execution date grew closer and Jesus decided to do whatever it took to get out of the padded room.  When he eventually was allowed to return to his cell, Jesus passed through multiple other pods and what the prophet Isaiah spoke was fulfilled, "He will pass through multiple pods- those who sit in darkness see a great light, and for those who sit in the shadow of dawn...light will dawn."

From that time forward, Jesus proclaimed, "Repent, for the realm of God is here."

Looking across from his cell, Jesus encountered two brothers named Peter and Andrew who used to be shrimpers on the coast and declared, "Follow me, and I will make you shrimpers of people."  Immediately, the brothers decided to become Jesus' disciples.  On the other side of the pod, two more brothers named James and John called out to Jesus and they became disciples too.

Jesus and his disciples started sending out letters proclaiming the good news of God and offering prayer to cure all the ailments of the people.  When people miraculously started to become well, Jesus became famous and everyone started sending him letters asking for prayers of healing.  Letters started to arrive from all over the world.  Jesus empowered many others to heal and proclaim the good news.

5.

When he saw how many people were interested, Jesus spent time writing his thoughts and convictions down from his cell.  Upon finishing the writing, Jesus sent them out.  

Jesus declared,

"Blessed are the depressed, for the realm of God belongs to them.

Blessed are those who grieve alone, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the generous, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who demand justice, for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for doing the right thing, for the realm of God belongs to them.

Blessed are you when people revile and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you because of me.  Your reward in heaven will be great, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets before you. 

You are the salt packets of the earth.  You bring the flavor.  If you toss out the few salt packets you have then where is the flavor going to come from?  If you waste the salt, then how will it be good for anything?

You are the light of the world.  You cannot hide the light of a sprawling city.  No one covers up the small light they have.  When I let my light shine, it gives light to the whole cell.  In the same way, let your light shine and brighten areas of darkness, so that people might see God. 

Do not think I have come to overthrow the law.  I have come that the law might be made full.  For truly I tell you, there will come a time when all is made right and there will be no need for any laws.  Whoever oppresses will be called least and the oppressed will be the most in the realm of God.  For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the clergy and politicians, you will not enter the realm of God as you are.

People say don't kill, but if you are angry with someone then you are just as guilty as if you killed them.  If you insult someone, then you are liable to the community.  If you curse at people, then you are in danger of hell.  Imagine if these were the rules everyone lived by?  When you start to do good works, don't continue until you are reconciled to those you hate or that hate you.  If you are thinking about suing someone or someone is going to sue you, settle before you get to court.  Who wants to be stuck in hate or court?

People say don't cheat.  But I say don't cheat with your eyes.  If your body causes you to hurt your self or other people then correct it.  For it is better to correct the body than to hurt your self or everyone around you.

Marriage is meant to be permanent.  Divorce and remarriage sucks the life out of all involved.  If you have to get divorced, don't keep on getting married over and over again.

Don't take a bunch of oaths.  Just do the right thing.  Let your yes be yes and your no be no.

When someone oppresses you, turn the other cheek.  If someone sues you, then give them what you have.  If anyone forces you to walk a mile, then do two.  Give to everyone who begs or asks to borrow. 

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.  Follow the way of God, God loves and takes care of everyone the same.  For if you love those who hate you, then you will change their hearts and change the world.  If you only love those who love you, then you will be doing the minimum and the minimum never amounts to much.  Follow God and try to be perfect like God.

6.

"Don't show off.  If you are going to be generous, then simply do it and don't expect a big reward and accolades.  When you can, do well by people in secret.  God will know what you are up to.

Don't stand up and pray just for everyone to see you.  Go to quiet places and pray.  God will meet you in those secret places.

When you pray, don't just use a bunch of words to show off.  Give your heart to God.  God knows what is coming before you ask God.

Pray like this:

'Our God who is there

blessed be your name

Your realm grow on here

Your will be done

unrevealed as it is revealed

Give us this day our daily food

And forgive us our oppressions,

as we forgive all who incarcerate us.

Do not let us be consumed in times of trial,

but deliver us from evil.'

What you forgive will be forgiven of you and what you don't forgive will not be forgiven of you.

When you fast, do not let anyone know that you are fasting.  Wash up and try to look like you are not fasting.  God will see it and that is all that counts.

Do not store up things here.  Even if I was interested, I don't have much room in my cell.  Do justice and make peace so that you will sow fulfillment in God's realm.  For what you value is where your heart is.

The eye is the keeper of the body.  If your eye is healthy, then your body will be full of light.  If your eye is full of darkness, then no light will be able to get into your body.  If the light in you is darkness, then how great is your darkness!

No one can serve two masters!  Either you will love God and hate things or you will love things and hate God.  You cannot serve both.

I sit on death row and have found what it means to live past worry.  Learn not to worry about your life, what you will eat, what you will drink, how your body looks or what you will wear.  Is life not more than all of these frivolous things?  Look at the birds of the air!  God takes care of them.  Do you not think that you are as valuable as the birds?  Can you add anything to your life by worrying?  Consider the grass of the field.  Does God not clothe the fields in splendor?  Do you think that God will fail to clothe you?  Have faith!  Don't spend your life worrying about things!  God knows you need all of these things.  Seek God first and all of these things will be added unto you.  Do not worry about tomorrow.  Today has enough troubles of it's own. 

7.

"Do not judge!  God will judge you by the same measure that you judge others.  Don't point out the particle in the eye of a friend when you have a pole stinking out of your own.  Don't you dare try to take the particle out of your friend's eye when you can't maneuver with a pole in your own eye.  Take out the pole in your own eye and then you will be able to help others.

Do not give your pearls to pigs.  They will trample them and turn and maul you! 

Ask and you will get it.  Seek and you will find.  Knock and the door will be open unto you.  For everyone who asks receives, everyone that searches finds and everyone who knocks will find the door open for them.  Is there anyone who could give a stone when a loaf of bread is asked for?  If a child asks you for fish sticks, would you give them a snake?  If you would do the right thing in these circumstances, can you imagine how much more God will do for you?

Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.

Enter through the hard way.  The easy way leads to destruction.  The hard way teaches you to live life as God intended.

You will know whether people are false prophets or not by their fruits.  Good trees bear good fruits and bad trees bear bad fruits.  You will know them by their fruit.

Seek me.  Don't seek anything else.  Don't deceive your self into thinking that you are calling on me when you are not.

Everyone who hears these words and acts upon them will be like the walls of this prison.  Come hell or high water, nobody is getting out.  They build prisons strong to hold people in.  Build your faith equally as strong.

When Jesus finished saying these things everyone was astonished." 

8.

Not long after Jesus got done writing down his teachings, he was told he had a visit.  When he arrived to the visitation booth escorted by three guards with shotguns, there was a man sitting there with inflamed sores all over his body.  Picking up the phone, the man spoke into the receiver: "You can make me well if you want to."  Jesus sent a spirit of healing through the cord and everyone in the visitation realized that the man was made well.  The guards didn't know what to do and quickly took Jesus back to his cell.

Later in the month, one of the guards quietly approached Jesus.  "One of my dearest friends has been struck with cancer.  Can you heal her by declaring her well?" she tearfully requested.  'Wow!" replied Jesus, "I have never seen this type of faith."  After some meditation, Jesus declared, "It is finished."  When the guard arrived back at her locker, a message awaited her on her phone that said her friend was cancer free.  According to the time stamp, her friend was healed the very moment that Jesus prayed.

One of his disciples in the pod slid Jesus a picture of his mother-in-law and said that he was told that she was sick in bed with fever.  Jesus rubbed on the picture in prayer and made her well.  On the pod, there were many evil people.  Jesus cast out demons and healed as many as he could.  These actions fulfilled the words of the prophet, “He took our infirmities and bore our diseases.”

When people began to see and hear about what Jesus was doing, thousands of people wanted to correspond and follow him.  One wrote, "I will follow you wherever you go!"  Jesus replied, "I am sitting on death row.  You need to come and visit to know what it means to follow."  The gentleman replied, "I must first bury my father."  Jesus answered strongly, "Come here and let the dead bury the dead."

There was a tornado about to hit the Polunksy Unit.  Everyone on the pod thought that they were going to die.  Jesus was asleep.  His fellow inmates screamed for Jesus to save them.  Half asleep, Jesus pointed out the window and demanded the weather calm.  Immediately, the tornado was no more.  Both the guards and inmates were amazed, remarking, "What type of man is this, that even a tornado would obey him?"

A few weeks later, two new inmates were brought to the Row.  Within a few seconds, Jesus realized that the two were possessed and tormented by demons.  The two shouted at Jesus, "What do you want with us Son of God?  Are you here to torment us?"  There was a large group of horses feeding in the field.  The two demons asked to be thrown into the horses.  Jesus replied, "Go!"  The herd of horses galloped away.  The two tormented men were now calm.  Everyone continued to be amazed and frightened by these occurrences.  Thinking his cell might be giving him some strange powers, the guards asked for Jesus to be moved a few cells down.

9.

Jesus moved a few cells down the Row.

During a time of visitation one day, children wheeled an angry and bitter paralyzed man to Jesus' booth.  When Jesus felt their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, your sins are forgiven."  Then some of the other inmates who were having visits remarked, "That dude really is nuts."  Jesus perceived their murmurs and said, "Why do you think evil in your hearts?  Is it easier to say 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say 'Stand up and walk?'  But so that you might know that I have authority to do it all, sir, stand up and walk."  The gentleman was overcome with joy and got out of his chair to dance around.  When the rest of the visitation room saw it, they were filled with awe and started celebrating the majesty of the moment.  The guards were angered by the whole spectacle and quickly cleared the room.

While Jesus was being moved back to his cell, he saw an evil man named Matthew and said, "Follow me."  From that day forth, Matthew did good and followed Jesus.  

During dinner, Jesus talked to Matthew across the pod.  The guards couldn't believe that someone who declared to be so religious like Jesus would associate with Matthew.  When Jesus heard the talk, he said, "Those who are well have no need for a physician, but the sick need help.  Go and learn what this means, 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.'  For I have come to be with sinners."

The disciples of John in a few pods over sent word, saying, "Why do we have to fast and your disciples don't?"  Jesus said, "No one should mourn while I am here.  The day will come when I am taken away, and then fasting will be appropriate.  No one fixes a rip in their prison jumpsuit with a preshrunk patch before they wash it, for the patch would pull away as the fabric shrunk and the tear would be made worse.  Neither is soda put in a bottle and shaken up, for it will burst and ruin everything in sight!"

While he was ruminating about these things with the guys on the pod, Jesus opened a letter from a prominent pastor that read, "My daughter has just died, but say the words and I know that she will live."  Jesus asked the rest of the pod to pray before reading further.  During their prayer, one disciple shouted out, "Jesus, I am having a vision of a woman who has been suffering from terrible hemorrhages for the last twelve years.  She is begging you to heal her."  Jesus shouted back, "Tell her, your faith has made you well."  Jesus returned to prayer over the pastor's dead daughter.  "I think she is just sleeping," Jesus shouted out.  The disciples laughed at Jesus, until the ceiling opened up and they all saw a vision of the girl getting up out of the coffin at the funeral home.  The miraculous occurrence was known throughout Texas and many very afraid.

Two blind men from another part of the prison sent word that they wanted to be healed.  Jesus sent back a question, "Do you believe I am able to do this?"  "Jesus, we wouldn't have asked you if we didn't believe with all of our hearts that you could do it," the blind men sent word back.  "Let it be done according to your faith.  Go to the bathroom, dip your fingers into the water and rub your eyes, " Jesus wrote.  The men experienced healing exactly as they were told and spread the news of their new vision throughout the prison and beyond.

One of the guards had a demon that made him unable to speak.  Jesus called the demon out of the guard and he started speaking immediately.  Everyone in the prison was amazed and consistently said, "Nothing like this has ever happened around here!"  Those guards and inmates that refused to believe in the love of Jesus replied, "Only the ruler of demons can cast out demons."  

Jesus continued to heal and preach the good news of love.  With compassion for everyone he encountered, Jesus collected followers.  Looking around the pod and writing to others, Jesus consistently commented, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few, God wants us to go out and collect the harvest."  

10.

Jesus gave authority to his twelve disciples on the Row to cast out unclean spirits and cure every sickness and disease.  Unfortunately, Jesus already knew that one would betray him. 

The twelve were given instructions: "Proclaim that God is here with us.  Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse cancer and cast out demons.  Don't charge anything for anything.  You will be taken care of.  Whoever writes or visits, encounter them with generosity and decipher what they need to be set free.  If anyone does not listen to your words, shake off the dust of your feet and get out.  Those folks will realize the error of their ways on judgment day."

"You will be like sheep among wolves, be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.  Beware of the religious people, they will make all kinds of false accusations against you and try to destroy you.  Because of me, you will be drug before governors, parole boards and judges to give testimony.  Do not worry about what to say, for I will give you the words to speak.  The Spirit of God will speak through you.  Remember, you will be betrayed and hated because of my name.  But the one who endures to the end will be saved.  When you are persecuted, just keep going."

"No disciple is over the teacher, follow me.  Those who tell the truth are always maligned."

"Do not be afraid; for there is nothing that is covered up that will not be revealed, and nothing secret that will not become known.  What I tell you in the dark, speak out in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim it loudly.  Do not fear anyone.  For they can only kill the body and cannot kill the soul.  Remain loyal to the God that knows all and loves all.  Do not be afraid, you are as valuable as anything."

"Everyone who acknowledges me on death row, I will acknowledge before God; but whoever or whatever part of them that denies me on death row, I will deny before God."

"I do not come to create spaces that are peaceful, I have come to push into and create dangerous spaces of love and justice.  I will set family members against each other in a battle for truth and one's primary foes will often be in their own household.  You must love me more than family.  Truth and love are greater than the connection of blood.  Those who think that they have found their life will lose it, and those who give their life to protecting and working to
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