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Introduction

Unit 3: Thematic study and historical interpretation

Unit 3 in the OCR A-level specification involves the thematic study over a period of at least 100 years, and three in-depth studies of events, individuals or issues that are key parts of the theme. You will be expected to view the theme synoptically. In other words, you should be able to make links between events over the whole period. You will need to be able to compare and contrast developments over the period and make judgements based on your observations. In the in-depth studies section of the paper, you will be expected to apply your knowledge to two interpretations, evaluate them, and reach a supported judgement on which interpretation you consider to be the most valid.

Rebellion and Disorder under the Tudors 1485–1603

The following is a list of the main key topics you will study within the theme.


•  Key Topic 1: The main causes of rebellion and disorder

•  Key Topic 2: The frequency and nature of disturbances

•  Key Topic 3: The impact of disturbances on Tudor governments

•  Key Topic 4: The maintenance of political stability



The depth studies topics are:


•  The Pilgrimage of Grace

•  The Western Rebellion

•  Tyrone’s rebellion



Examination requirements

The exam lasts two and a half hours. You are advised to spend an hour on Section A, and one and a half hours on Section B, which will give you 45 minutes for each essay.

The A-level examination at the end of the course includes all the content.

You are required to answer one in-depth question, for which there is no choice, and two thematic essays from a choice of three.

At A-level Unit 3 will be worth a total of 80 marks and 40 per cent of the A-level.

In the A-level examination you are being tested on:


•  the ability to use relevant historical information

•  the skill of analysing factors and reaching a judgement.



How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the examination.


•  The book is divided into seven sections – one for each key topic of the thematic element and one for each of the in-depth topics.

•  Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads.

•  On the left-hand page you will find a summary of the key content you will need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary (see pages 98–101)

•  On the right-hand page you will find exam-focused activities.



Together these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.

[image: ]

Examination activities

There are three levels of exam-focused activities:


•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundation skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol. [image: ]

•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol. [image: ]

•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol. [image: ]



Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers that can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes. These have the following symbol to indicate this. [image: ]

Each section ends with exam-style questions and sample answers with examiner’s commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected to achieve the top grade.

You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:


•  revised and understood a topic

•  completed the activities.



Mark schemes

For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the A Level mark schemes for this paper. These have been abbreviated below.



	Level
	Historical interpretation
	Thematic essay



	6
	Well-focused answer, aware of the wider debate with detailed knowledge used to evaluate the interpretations and reach a judgement.      [26–30]
	Very good focus and clear argument with developed synthesis across the period to reach a substantiated judgement.      [21–25]



	5
	Good focus, with some awareness of the wider debate and uses good knowledge to evaluate the interpretations and reach a judgement.      [21–25]
	Good focus and argument with some synthesis across the period to reach a developed judgement.      [17–20]



	4
	Mostly focused with awareness of the wider debate and uses some knowledge to evaluate the interpretations and produce a judgement.      [16–20]
	Mostly focused argument with limited synthesis across the period to reach a limited judgement.      [13–16]



	3
	Partially focused with limited awareness of the wider debate and limited knowledge used to evaluate the interpretations.      [11–15]
	Partial focus and argument with undeveloped synthesis across the period to reach a judgement which is poorly supported.      [9–12]



	2
	Limited focus and awareness of the wider debate and uses limited knowledge to evaluate but relies on information from the passages.      [6–10]
	Limited focus and argument with a judgement which is not well linked to the explanation.      [5–8]



	1
	More on the topic with description of the interpretations.      [1–5]
	Limited focus on the topic and is mostly descriptive with a judgement that is asserted.      [1–4]





Rebellion and disorder under the Tudors: An overview

There were a large number of rebellions throughout the Tudor period and every Tudor monarch faced challenges from some of their subjects. However, most of the population obeyed the demands of the state. Over the whole Tudor period probably no more than 80,000 Englishmen actively rebelled, from a total population of some 15 million.

Regardless of the question you are answering, you will need to know details of the main rebellions in both England and Ireland and use them as examples of the causes and nature of rebellions and the governments’ response to them as it attempted to maintain stability. The main rebellions are outlined on these two pages.

Henry VII (1485–1509)

Henry VII, a Lancastrian, faced five major challenges to his throne. He had won the crown in 1485 at the Battle of Bosworth, but the defeated Yorkist family launched a number of rebellions to try to regain the throne.

Lovell and Stafford Rebellion (1486)

The first came within a year of Henry’s accession with the Lovell and Stafford Rebellion in 1486. Francis Viscount Lovell and Humphrey Stafford, councillors to Richard III and Yorkists, had avoided capture at the Battle of Bosworth, took sanctuary at Colchester and escaped and raised troops in an attempt to overthrow Henry. The rebellion failed, Lovell fled to Flanders and Stafford was executed.

Simnel rebellion (1486–87)

Soon after this, in 1486–87, Henry faced the Simnel rebellion. Lambert Simnel claimed to be the Yorkist Earl of Warwick, who had a better claim to the throne than Henry as the son of the Duke of Clarence and cousin to Edward V. Although he had some English and Irish noble support he was defeated at the Battle of East Stoke.

Yorkshire (1489) and Cornish (1497) Rebellions

The next two rebellions were over taxation. First, Yorkshire rebelled in 1489 over funding a war in France. The rebels killed the Earl of Northumberland, who had been sent to collect the tax, before being defeated. Then, in 1497, Cornwall rebelled over taxes to fight the Scots. Although the Cornish rebels marched to London, they were slaughtered at Blackheath, the leaders were executed and the county was fined.

Warbeck’s rebellion (1491–97)

Perkin Warbeck’s rebellion lasted from 1491 until 1497. He claimed to be Richard, Duke of York – one of the Princes in the Tower. He won support from some nobles and, at times, from foreign powers. However, his attempted invasion in 1497 ended in defeat in the West Country. He was captured and executed in 1499.

Henry VIII (1509–47)

Although seen as the most powerful Tudor monarch, Henry faced three rebellions, two of which were large scale.

The Amicable Grant Rising (1525)

The Amicable Grant Rising in 1525 was a response to the heavy tax demands to fund the war in France. The scale of the rising, which involved large numbers of peasants and had some noble sympathy, engulfed much of East Anglia and parts of the home counties and midlands, and forced the government to abandon the tax.

The Silken Thomas Rebellion (1534–37)

The Silken Thomas Rebellion was an Irish rebellion that followed the arrest and imprisonment of the father of Thomas O’Neill (also known as Silken Thomas), the Earl of Kildare. The Kildare family had acted as the crown’s deputy in Ireland, but had begun to be replaced by English officials. The rebels were defeated and executed.

The Pilgrimage of Grace (1536–37)

Three separate risings in the north of England in 1536–37, usually referred to as the Pilgrimage of Grace, were a reaction to the religious changes of the Reformation, as well as underlying social and economic grievances. The rebel force numbered some 40,000 at its height and Henry was forced to ‘play for time’ by negotiating with the rebels, before going back on his promises and executing over 200 rebels.

Edward VI (1547–53)

Two large-scale rebellions and a series of smaller risings have led to 1549 being known as the ‘commotion time’.

The Western Rebellion (1549)

The Western Rebels besieged Exeter and wanted an end to the Protestant reforms, as well as an end to taxes on sheep and wool. It took the government five battles to finally defeat them at the battle of Clyst Heath.

Kett’s rebellion (1549)

Kett’s rebellion in Norfolk was largely social and economic. The rebels established a series of camps, even capturing Norwich, and were only defeated at the Battle of Dussindale.

Smaller riots

Meanwhile, most of central and southern England witnessed smaller-scale risings, often about social and economic grievances, which the local gentry and nobility were able to control.

Mary Tudor (1553–58)

Although Mary faced a challenge from Lady Jane Grey before she was able to take the throne, she faced only one other rebellion during her reign, despite the supposed unpopularity of her religious policy and the burning of many Protestants.

Lady Jane Grey (1553)

Mary’s accession to the throne was initially successfully challenged by the Lord President of the Council, the Duke of Northumberland. He succeeded in having his daughter-in-law Lady Jane Grey crowned. She was the great-niece of Henry VIII and granddaughter of his sister Mary, making her the next in line to the throne if Mary Tudor and Elizabeth were excluded. However, Mary Tudor raised a force and Northumberland submitted without a fight after nine days. Lady Jane Grey was executed.

Wyatt’s rebellion (1554)

The second challenge to Mary came from Thomas Wyatt in Kent. It was initially planned as a four-pronged attack on London to prevent Mary’s marriage to Philip of Spain. The rebels feared England would be dominated by Spaniards and there would be a re-established Catholic dynasty. Wyatt was the only rebel who was able to raise troops (he raised 5000 men) and reached Ludgate (London), where he was finally arrested and later executed.

Elizabeth I (1558–1603)

Although the number of rebellions in England declined dramatically in the second half of the Tudor period, with Elizabeth facing only three rebellions in over 40 years, the situation in Ireland was very different.

Irish rebellions


•  Shane O’Neill rose in 1558, resentful at losing the earldom of Tyrone to his brother. The rebellion ended only in 1567 when he was killed in inter-clan fighting.

•  The Fitzgerald or Munster Rebellion (1569–73) was a response to English plantations in Munster. It started as a private war between the Earls of Desmond and Ormonde, but Desmond’s cousin appealed for foreign help and this worried Elizabeth. Although this unrest was quickly put down, it led to further unrest against the plantation system. James Fitzgerald fled to Rome, but he returned to lead a second rebellion (the Geraldine) 1579. This time the protests were about increased English control and the imposition of religious reform. Although Fitzgerald was killed, his brother succeeded him as Earl of Desmond and took over the rebellion until defeated and executed in 1583.

•  The final Irish rebellion, led by Hugh O’Neill, Earl of Tyrone, lasted from 1595 to 1603. This large-scale rising saw much of Ireland in arms against English rule and there were several English defeats, for example at Yellow Ford in 1598. It was only when Elizabeth sent sufficient forces, under Lord Mountjoy, that the rebellion was crushed.



English rebellions


•  The most serious English rebellion, with 5000 men, was that of the Northern Earls in 1569. Northumberland and Westmorland planned to marry Mary Queen of Scots to the Duke of Norfolk and force Elizabeth to name her as heir to the throne. However, the rebellion got little support and most rebels fled as the royal army approached. Northumberland was executed, but Westmorland was not caught.

•  The Oxfordshire rising of 1596 over enclosure is best remembered for its abject failure. Only four rebels turned up, but this did not prevent the government from executing all of them.

•  The final challenge to Elizabeth came from a courtier and former favourite, the Earl of Essex. His attempt in 1601 to raise London against the dominance of the Cecil faction lasted only twelve hours. Essex was captured and executed.




1 The main causes of rebellion and disorder

Dynastic succession

The Yorkist defeat at Bosworth and their replacement by the Tudors brought about dynastic unrest. This was a major cause of rebellion at the start of the period as the Yorkists attempted to remove Henry VII and the desire to remove the Tudors or change the succession remained a cause of unrest throughout the period 1485–1603.

Henry VII, 1485–1509

Henry’s reign saw the most frequent and serious dynastic challenges because his claim to the throne was weak. He had won the throne in battle and was a usurper. Although he had killed Richard III, there were other Yorkists with a stronger claim to the throne and the issue of the succession caused three major rebellions during his reign.

Lovell and Stafford, 1486

Viscount Lovell, one of Richard’s former councillors, and the Yorkists, Humphrey and Thomas Stafford, raised troops to kill Henry as he went on progress to his northern capital, York. They wanted to replace him with a leading Yorkist, either the Earl of Warwick or de la Pole.

Lambert Simnel, 1487

An Oxford priest, Richard Symonds, claimed Simnel, his pupil, was the Earl of Warwick. Warwick was a nephew of Richard III and been imprisoned by Henry. The conspiracy was supported by Yorkists, including the Earl of Lincoln, Lovell and Edward IV’s sister, Margaret of Burgundy. Margaret paid for 2000 Irish mercenaries, but the conspiracy failed to gain support when they landed in England. Henry defeated the rebels at East Stoke. Despite his victory, it showed the fate of the crown could still be decided by battle.

Perkin Warbeck, 1491–97

Warbeck pretended to be the Duke of York, another of Richard’s nephews, but he had probably been murdered when Richard seized the throne. He gained foreign support from France, Burgundy and Scotland. But because of Henry’s successful foreign policy alliances, Warbeck’s attempts to invade failed. The first attempted invasion at Deal in 1495 led to his flight to Ireland then Scotland. His attempt to invade from Scotland in 1496 failed, and in 1497 he attempted to land in south-west England, but was captured.

The importance of the succession as a cause of rebellion declined in the rest of the period.

Henry VIII: The Pilgrimage of Grace, 1536–37

The succession was not a main cause, but the rebels wanted the restoration of Henry VIII’s daughter, Mary, to the succession having been declared illegitimate after her mother, Catherine of Aragon’s, divorce from Henry.

Mary Tudor, 1553–58

Lady Jane Grey, 1553 coup

The dying Edward VI drew up the Devise to exclude Mary from the succession in favour of Lady Jane Grey, daughter-in-law of Northumberland, Lord President of the Council. Jane was crowned, but Mary as the legitimate ruler gained support and the Duke of Northumberland surrendered after nine days.

Wyatt, 1554

A courtier and member of the Kentish gentry, Thomas Wyatt attempted to secure the succession of Elizabeth. He attempted to stop Mary’s marriage to Philip of Spain, which would prevent Elizabeth’s succession if the marriage produced children. The rebellion was stopped at the gates of the city of London.

Elizabeth I, 1558–1603

The Northern Earls, 1569

The earls rebelled to ensure that Mary Queen of Scots was heir if Elizabeth died childless. They wanted Mary to marry the Duke of Norfolk and for Elizabeth to name her heir, which would also ensure a Catholic succession.

Essex, 1601

The Earl of Essex wanted to force Elizabeth to acknowledge James VI of Scotland as heir. He hoped this would gain him James’ favour. He also wanted Elizabeth to remove other councillors so he was the ‘kingmaker’.
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[image: ] Develop the detail [image: ]

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a limited amount of detail. Using the information from the opposite page, annotate the paragraph to add additional detail to the answer.


To what extent were dynastic rebellions a cause of unrest throughout the period?
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Dynastic rebellions were a cause of unrest throughout the period to a limited extent. This was because the Tudor regime became more secure as the period progressed. There was a lot of dynastic unrest at the start of the period. The reign of Henry VII saw the most dynastic unrest as there were attempts to remove the Tudors, but there was also dynastic unrest under the later Tudor rulers, although the challenge was not as serious. There were also attempts to alter the succession, even if it was not to remove the Tudors.
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[image: ] Turning assertion into argument [image: ]

Below are a sample question and a series of assertions. Read the exam question and then add a justification to each of the assertions to turn it into an argument.


‘Dynastic factors were the most important cause of unrest in the period from 1485 to 1603.’ How far do you agree with this view?
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Dynastic problems were a major cause of unrest during the reign of Henry VII because…

___________________________________

___________________________________

However, their importance declined as the period progressed because…

___________________________________

___________________________________

Although dynastic issues were still a cause of unrest in Elizabeth I’s reign as…

___________________________________

___________________________________

[image: ]
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Taxation
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For a description of all the rebellions mentioned see pages 8–9
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Taxation was the single most important cause of unrest in the early Tudor period. People objected to increased or innovative taxation demands, either because new demands indicated unwelcome increased control from central government, or because people simply could not afford to pay.

It was the main cause of unrest in the revolts of 1489, 1497 and 1525 and a minor cause in 1536 and 1549. After 1549 it was not an issue, although the heavy tax demands caused by the Spanish war may have played a role in the Oxfordshire rising of 1596 (see page 20).

Henry VII, 1485–1509

Henry’s weak position and dynastic threats meant he needed to raise money to secure his position. In 1489 parliament voted for £100,000 in taxation to fund a war in France and in 1497 they voted an additional £60,000 to fund a war against the Scots. This led to regional rebellions from Yorkshire and Cornwall, as they objected to paying taxes to fund wars which did not concern them, indicating that provincialism was strong in England.

Yorkshire rebellion, 1489

Protestors in Yorkshire objected to paying for a war in France that did not concern them and from which they were traditionally exempt because they had to pay for defence of the northern borders against the Scots. The north was also very poor and the situation was made worse by a bad harvest in 1488. Henry refused to negotiate, despite other northern counties being excluded from the tax due to their poverty, and the rebels murdered the tax collector, the Earl of Northumberland. An army was sent, which easily defeated the rebels.

Cornish rising, 1497

As in Yorkshire, the Cornish objected to paying for wars that did not concern them, this time against the Scots and Perkin Warbeck (see page 10). The rebels claimed their grievances were against royal officials who advised the king on finance, John Morton and Reginald Bray. The threat was serious as the rebels raised 15,000 men and marched to Blackheath in London. A royal army was sent and the rebels were defeated.

Henry VIII, 1509–47

The Amicable Grant rising, 1525

The Amicable Grant was a non-parliamentary tax which followed a period of heavy taxation as England was at war with France. Having raised forced loans in 1522 and a subsidy in 1523, many people were financially exhausted and there had been little territorial gain in Henry’s earlier wars in the 1510s. The grant was based on assessments made by government officials and ended the concept of a fixed rate so that many were paying taxes at a higher rate than previously. It also came at a time of worsening economic conditions. There were protests in many counties, but larger risings in Suffolk. The difficulty in collecting the money forced the government to back down and the ringleaders were pardoned.

The Pilgrimage of Grace, 1536–37

Only one of the rebels’ articles in the Pilgrimage of Grace (see page 74) concerned taxation. They demanded that the Subsidy Act of 1534 was abandoned. The rebels argued that the tax was innovative as it was not being raised for the defence of the realm.

Edward VI: The Western Rebellion, 1549

The Western Rebellion in 1549 (see page 82) opposed the Subsidy Act of 1549 which aimed to raise money on sheep and woollen cloth. This would have hit farmers in the West Country particularly hard, where sheep farming predominated. It was made worse because the tax would be assessed just after the introduction of the new Prayer Book, which was also resented.
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[image: ] Spot the mistake [image: ]

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Why does this paragraph not get into at least Level 5? Once you have identified the mistake, rewrite the paragraph so that it displays the qualities of at least Level 5. The mark scheme on page 7 will help you.


‘Taxation was the most important cause of social and economic unrest in the period from 1485 to 1603.’ How far do you agree?
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Taxation caused the Yorkshire rising in 1489. The rebels objected to paying taxes to fund Henry VII’s war in France. The northern counties were usually exempt from such taxes as they were expected to pay for the defence of the northern borders against Scottish attacks. They also felt that the war against France did not concern them and therefore the tax was unfair. Yorkshire also objected as other northern counties had been exempted from the tax because of poverty.
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[image: ] Mind map

Use the information on the opposite page to add detail to the mind map below.
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Religion
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For a description of all the rebellions mentioned see pages 8–9
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Religion became a cause of rebellion as a result of the Reformation. Until the 1530s religion had been a unifying factor, helping to increase political stability, but it was a major cause of two rebellions and played a role of varying importance in four other rebellions in the period between 1536 and 1569. Most rebellions with religion as a cause wanted to reverse the religious changes, with Kett’s being the exception. However, by the end of the period it was no longer a cause of unrest as most people accepted the Elizabethan Church.

Henry VIII: The Pilgrimage of Grace, 1536–37

The Pilgrimage comprised three separate risings in northern England. They were in response to visitations by Church commissioners to investigate the clergy and close smaller monasteries. This also caused rumours of attacks on parish churches. The rebels argued that the closure of the monasteries affected not only religious provision, but the social and economic services provided by them. In addition, monasteries often acted as the church for local people and their closure would have had an impact on local church attendance. The rebel demands reflected this concern. Nine of the twenty-four demands were about religious grievances, including the attack on saints, holy days and pilgrimages as well as monasteries. The rising had many religious symbols with the rebels carrying a

Edward VI, 1547–53

The Western Rebellion, 1549


Kett’s rebellion, 1549


Mary I, 1553–58

Lady Jane Grey coup, 1553


Wyatt’s rebellion, 1554


Elizabeth I: The Northern Earls, 1569
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Key points:


•  Lack of noticeable religious change before 1536

•  Preserve traditional practices

•  Link to succession and faction

•  Elizabethan Church Settlement

•  Cloak for political motives



Introduction:
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Conclusion:
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Faction
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Henry VII, 1485–1509


Henry VIII, 1509–47

The Amicable Grant rising, 1525


The Pilgrimage of Grace, 1536–37


Mary I, 1553–58

Lady Jane Grey coup, 1553


Wyatt’s rebellion, 1554


Elizabeth I, 1558–1603

The Northern Earls, 1569


The Earl of Essex, 1601
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1  Faction

2  Heavy taxation

3  Religious changes

4  Dynastic challenges to the throne

5  Economic and social problems

6  Increased government centralisation
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Key points:


•  Factional disputes threatened every Tudor monarch but

•  Attracted limited support

•  Dynastic unrest forced the monarch into battle

•  Taxation rebellions often attracted large numbers and forced a change in policy



Sample paragraph:
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Famine, inflation and social issues
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Famine and disease




Inflation and rents


The Pilgrimage of Grace, 1536–37


Kett’s rebellion, 1549


Social issues


Kett’s rebellion, 1549


The Western Rebellion, 1549
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	Support
	Challenge



	There was little unrest caused by social issues during the reign of Henry VII
	 
	 



	The Pilgrims demanded that entry fines were set at two years’ rent
	 
	 



	Outbreaks of plague and sweat never directly caused unrest
	 
	 



	Kett’s rebels wanted the price of land and rents to be returned to 1485 levels
	 
	 



	Unrest in 1549 affected 26 counties in southern and central England
	 
	 



	The Western Rebels attacked local gentry
	 
	 



	Food riots broke out in many areas of southern England in the 1580s and 1590s
	 
	 



	The only evidence of poor harvests causing unrest is the Oxfordshire rising of 1596
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Key points:


•  What is meant by trigger and underlying cause

•  Social grievances – class discontent

•  Economic grievances – poor harvests, inflation, enclosure

•  Trigger causes of unrest – enclosure, religious change, dynastic

•  Underlying causes – inflation, religious change, poverty, faction



Introduction:
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Conclusion:
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Enclosure
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Henry VIII: The Pilgrimage of Grace, 1536–37


Edward VI: The ‘commotion time’, 1549



•  Wiltshire – Lord Herbert’s hedges pulled down at Wilton.

•  Sussex – Earl of Arundel forced some gentlemen to take down hedges to stop riots.

•  Surrey – hedges at Witley Park pulled down.



Kett’s rebellion, 1549


The Western Rebellion, 1549


Elizabeth I: The Oxfordshire rising, 1596
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•  Description: a detailed account.

•  Assertion: a statement of fact or an opinion which is not supported by a reason.

•  Reason: a statement that explains or justifies something.

•  Argument: an assertion justified with a reason.







Sample 1:
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Sample 2:
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Ireland
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Henry VIII, 1509–47


The Silken Thomas Rebellion, 1534


Elizabeth I, 1558–1603



Shane O’Neill, 1558–67


Fitzgerald Rebellion, 1569–73


Fitzgerald Rebellion, 1579–83


Tyrone, 1595–1603
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•  Steven G. Ellis, Ireland in the Age of the Tudors, Longman (1998)

•  Barbara Mervyn, Advanced History Core Texts: The Reign of Elizabeth, England 1558–1603, Hodder Education (2001), pages 93–100

•  John Warren, Access to History: Elizabeth I: Religion and Foreign Affairs, Hodder Education (2002), Chapter 6

•  Geoff Woodward and Nicholas Fellows, Access to History: Rebellion and Disorder under the Tudors 1485–1603, Hodder Education (2016), pages 10–11, 22–24
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