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Big Bears and Basketmakers
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As the Cahuilla Indian women worked in the clearing below, the boy pushed through oak and mountain cherry brush toward the ridge. He had helped his mother and her sisters gather the acorns that they now shelled and pounded into small pieces, beginning the process that would make the brown-capped nuts into something good to eat. After a few days of grinding the nuts, the women of the Wildcat clan would leach the bitter acorn flour through willow filters until it became a flavorful paste. This was the boy’s favorite food, and with other seeds, dried berries, and fresh game it would feed his family’s band through much of the winter.

Early in the day, the women of the mountain Cahuilla had brought out their wide, finely woven baskets and filled them with acorns, leaving the boy to explore nearby ravines. Too large to be carried in a cradleboard and too small to travel with the men, he was free to wander. He held his small bow ready as he made a winding path along the ridge, hunting rabbits. In the shade of a tall pine, the boy saw something much larger: a great brown grizzly bear.

Bears were not for hunting—they were the Cahuilla’s relatives, as anyone could tell by their humanlike movements. A startled bear would stand up and gesture with its arms just like a man; mother bears showed ferocity in protecting their children, as Cahuilla women did. Since the time long ago when the world was chaos, bears and basketmakers had lived together in these mountains. Although the bears had a spirit-soul and could understand language—the boy knew this from his elders—this did not make them less dangerous. An angry bear was worse than an angry grandfather, since a bear’s long curved claws and powerful muscles could kill in one paw swipe.

The big bear had been digging for ants at the base of the ponderosa pine, and the boy could see a raised hump between its shoulders. The bear had seen him first, though. Now it reared up on both hind feet and shook its massive head from side to side. The boy froze in fear, but did as he had been taught. “Piwil, Great-Grandfather,” he said in a soft, diplomatic tone. “I am only looking for my food. Since you are human and understand me, take my word and go away.”

The bear tried to say something back, opening its snout and chuffing at the person who had so rudely interrupted its foraging.

“Please, my relative. I mean you no harm,” the boy added. It took all his energy to stand still, to keep from darting through the brush.

At last, the bear shook its head and dropped to the ground. Then, to the boy’s great relief, it ambled away.

We have no written records of those days, so we cannot prove that this story is true. We can only imagine that the boy’s mother was proud of his prudent action, and that she used dyed grasses to weave parts of the story—oak leaves, rabbits, winding trails—into her next basket. Similarly ornamented and tightly coiled baskets, often with an amazing 133 stitches per inch, are among the best legacies we have of the Cahuilla people who lived in Southern California long before later settlers did. Fewer than a thousand Cahuilla descendants live in the Southland today. They have preserved their ancestors’ beautiful baskets and other pieces of the historic Cahuilla culture at the Malki Museum of the Morongo Reservation.

California grizzlies, now extinct, have left no records. But their former presence here lives on in Cahuilla stories and in the name of Big Bear Lake, which rests high in the San Bernardino Mountains.
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Scurvy’s Harbor
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The cry went up at sunset—white sails on the horizon! The San Carlos had arrived at last. Captain Juan Pérez and his crew aboard the San Antonio had been waiting at the rendezvous point in San Diego Bay for weeks, fearing their partners had been lost at sea. Now the missing ship sailed into the fishhook-shaped harbor just as the sun dropped below the waterline. It was too dark to board the San Carlos that night, but all aboard the San Antonio celebrated the happy reunion.

Their glad yells faded the next morning when they saw no signs of activity aboard the San Carlos in the bay. The ship had dropped no shore boat from its hull, and its sails were still unfurled for travel. Pérez used his looking glass but could see no one on board. Something clearly was wrong. Pérez’s men rowed over and found a ship of the dead and the living dead.

The San Carlos was loaded with supplies for founding a new Catholic mission. It also carried the sailor’s worst enemy—scurvy. The crew of the San Antonio boarded the ship and were horrified by what they found. All aboard the San Carlos were in awful condition, and twenty-four had died in the last week. Those who were still alive could barely move. The mysterious illness seemed to be a kind of decay in the veins. It broke out as sores on the men’s flesh, swelling their gums and soft tissues to the bleeding point. It weakened them and depressed their spirits. Every touch was painful. Some sailors were so affected they could not move or eat the beef jerky and hardtack that was their fare.

The twenty-eight sailors from the San Antonio had also had early signs of the disease. They were weak after the long journey north from Mexico, which took two stormy months at sea. The two ships were only a small part of an expedition that aimed to settle California by land and water; the San Antonio had left Baja one month later than the others. They had not expected to arrive first, but when they reached San Diego harbor, only sand and seagulls greeted them. Alarmed Diegueño Indians on the beach ran away. The native people feared the tall white ship, which they first thought was a giant whale. The San Antonio was the first Spanish vessel to anchor in Alta California in 166 years.

Morale on the eighty-foot sailboat had improved only at the prospect of meeting up with the San Carlos, which had gone ahead. But here it was, in such sad condition. All the way north the ship had fought fog and wind. Though its captain, Vicenta Vila, had turned out to sea to avoid being grounded, the weather had not improved. Blown off course in the wide ocean, the ship wandered, lost. One hundred days after it left Mexico, the San Carlos had reached the climax of its bad luck. Its sailors weakened, one by one.

The horror of scurvy dealt a hard blow to all the Spanish sailors’ hopes. San Diego’s blue spring skies and perfect weather seemed to mock them. Those who were able wrestled the ill to shore and set up a tent camp, where the desert conditions and wary Diegueño people offered no quick remedy. Ship doctor Pedro Prat found as many green herbs and berries as he could, feeding them in stews and teas to the dying sailors as the body count climbed. In all, scurvy claimed thirty-four men, more than a third of the two crews. From sailcloth shelters, the survivors feebly greeted the land expedition when it arrived at last, a full month later.

More sailors perished from scurvy than from all other sicknesses, storms, or battles worldwide. Not until 1795 did the nautical world learn that the disease could be prevented by eating fresh vegetables and citrus. The crews of the San Antonio and San Carlos might have been saved by oranges and lemons, produce that, ironically, would make Southern California famous in years to come.
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An Offer They Couldn’t Refuse
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The plaza was full of people, despite the midday heat. As Captain Fernando Rivera y Moncada spoke to the residents of western New Spain, he dabbed sweat from his forehead and boasted of the glories of their new northern territory, Alta California. He had just come from there, and had observed with his own eyes a pleasant climate and a growing chain of missions. He had met with California’s governor, Felipe de Neve, and conveyed from him a generous offer: twenty-four families would be paid to settle near the Rio de Porciúncula, a small river close to the Mission San Gabriel. “Stay and listen,” Rivera told those gathered around him, “to hear news of a better life!”

He made the offer to all who would listen. Each settler willing to go north to the California frontier would receive ten pesos a month, plus clothing, tools, and enough rations to survive until the first crops matured. Each would be provided with materials for building a home and land for farming and grazing. Entire families were invited—especially daughters and sisters of marriageable age, who surely would find husbands among the region’s many eligible soldiers.

The Spanish governors thought they offered a good deal. But the longer Rivera spoke, the fewer the people who stayed to hear him. The hot weather was not the only problem—people just weren’t interested.

Why was the army captain having such trouble finding any takers? Rivera had marched through all of Sonora looking for settlers to go north. He had been stuck under orders; he could not move on to other business until he had filled his roster. But few people would hear him out, least of all those who were the sort the frontier region wanted.

From the presidio in the California capital of Monterey, Governor Felipe de Neve had been very specific about the kind of settlers he desired for the new southern California town. The head or father of each family must be a man of the soil, and married. He should be healthy, robust, and without known vices or defects—he must impress the local Gabieliño Indians and not take advantage of them. Needed most were a carpenter to build yokes and solid wooden carretas, or carts, and a blacksmith to make plows, pickaxes, and crowbars. The recruits must be willing to commit to ten years in the new town, and should be prepared for “the hardships of the frontier.”

This final requirement may have been the problem. Rivera’s promises of free land and livestock could not blind the people of northern Mexico to what they knew: their remoteness from the capitals of New Spain meant they were easily ignored by Spanish politics. Alta California was a nowhere land for those who hoped to improve their rank and status. People of pure Spanish blood found better opportunities in civilized areas or, at the worst, in the military post at Monterey, many days’ travel north of the








Southern California/Hollywood/Silver Screen Facts and Trivia
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	California is the third largest state, bigger than 85 of the world’s smallest nations put together. It measures 158,693 square miles, or 101,563,520 acres.

	California was the name of a fictional island in Las Sergas de Esplandían, a romance by the Spanish writer García Ordóñez de Montalvo, published in 1510. The name was given to what is now Baja California by the Spanish explorers Hernando Cortes and Fortún Ximenez early in the sixteenth century.

	California’s shoreline is so long that it would reach from Boston, Massachusetts, to Charleston, South Carolina.

	In 1962, California became the most populous state in the union, with more than 22 million residents. Today it is home to more than 36,457,000 people, with more than 217 people per square mile.

	The “Golden State” was given its nickname because of the discovery of gold in 1848 at Sutter’s Mill near Sacramento, today’s state capital. But the name also reflects the California state flower, the golden poppy.

	Southern California deserts support seven hundred species of flowering plants, including blue lupines, yellow desert sunflowers, desert marigolds, sand verbena, and evening primroses.

	“I Love You, California,” by F. B. Silverwood and A. F. Fran-kenstein, is the official state song.

	California’s state bird, the California valley quail, lives in dry scrub and canyons. It cannot be found in the thick groves of California redwood, which is the state tree.

	Its drivers commute an average of 28 minutes to work or school.

	Californians use more than 35,100,000,000 gallons of fresh water per day.

	Three out of four days in California are sunny.

	California’s lowest temperature on record was -45 degrees F on January 20, 1937 at Boca, elevation 5,532 feet. The temperature at Greenland Ranch, 178 feet below sea level, reached 134 degrees F on July 10, 1913, also a record.

	California is one of the most urban states in the country. Only New Jersey, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Maryland have more metropolitan areas per capita.

	The average Californian is 32 years old, is white or Latino, female, and lives in the Los Angeles Basin.

	Any U.S. citizen who lives in California and is 18 years old is eligible to run for governor or any other elected state office.

	The first movie studio in Hollywood was the Nestor Studio, which opened in October 1911.

	The Los Angeles Times is the fourth largest newspaper in the United States, with a morning circulation of 1,089,690. The San Francisco Chronicle ranks tenth.

	Southern California supplies all of the U.S.’s and most of the western world’s requirements for boron and borax, used in many manufactured items including cardboard, toothpaste, and laundry detergent.

	The first feature film made in Hollywood was in 1914 and was called The Squaw Man. It was directed by Cecil B. DeMille (who would make many epic films over the years) and Oscar Apfel.

	DeMille filmed The Squaw Man three different times: in 1914, 1918, and 1931.

	In his career, D. W. Griffith made almost 500 films (many, however, just brief-ten minute productions).

	The first film to be shown in the White House was Griffith’s The Birth of a Nation, in 1915, for President Woodrow Wilson.

	The huge wall of Babylon set, which D.W. Griffith had built for the film Intolerance, stood at the corner of Hollywood and Sunset Boulevards for four years. It was eventually declared a fire hazard and was torn down in 1919.

	For authenticity in filming sequences at the end of the modern story in Intolerance, Griffith used the services of Martin Aguerre, a former warden of Sing Sing Prison. Aguerre supervised the building of a gallows for the execution scene.

	Charlie Chaplin was the first actor to appear on the cover of Time magazine (July 6, 1925).

	Charlie Chaplin was knighted at Buckingham Palace, just three miles from the slums where he grew up.

	Actress Mabel Normand was once a professional model and posed for such famous artists as Charles Dana and James Montgomery Flagg.

	The first person to leave prints in the cement in front of Grauman’s Chinese Theatre was actress Norma Talmadge, who accidentally stepped into newly laid cement. From this a tradition was started.

	Both Walt Disney and Ernest Hemingway worked for the Kansas City Star—Disney as an artist, Hemingway as a reporter.

	Even though the Academy Awards were first presented in 1927, the first native Californian to win for best actor was Gregory Peck for the film To Kill a Mockingbird—35 years later in 1962.

	Walt Disney holds the record for winning the most Academy Awards (26) and also the most nominations (64).

	When sound films were first proposed in the 1920s, studio boss Adolph Zukor was reported to have said, “The effect on the overseas market would be disastrous. Only a small part of the world speaks English.”

	Although The Jazz Singer (1927) was the first feature film to use spoken dialogue, Don Juan (1926) was the first feature film with a soundtrack. The sound, however, was only a music score, performed by the 107-piece Philharmonic Orchestra, directed by Herman Heller.

	The Jazz Singer was the first feature film with spoken dialogue, but it has only two short dialogue scenes and the total spoken words number just 354.

	Sam Warner, one of the Warner Brothers, died on October 5, 1927, just one day before the release of The Jazz Singer, the film he had helped promote and which was the prime force in making their company into a major studio.

	King Kong (1933) was originally to be titled The Beast, then The Eighth Wonder of the World.

	Among the actresses considered for the lead in King Kong were Jean Harlow and Ginger Rogers. The role eventually went to Fay Wray.

	Two of the 18-inch models of Kong had to have their skins removed each day of filming so that the bolts and screws could be retightened.

	King Kong was the only movie to open simultaneously at both New York’s Roxy Theater and Radio City Music Hall (just a few blocks away).

	Originally the New York appearance of the ape in King Kong was to take place in Yankee Stadium but was changed to a theater instead.

	Among the rejected names for dwarfs in Disney’s Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (1937) were: Jumpy, Hotsy, Shifty, Dirty, and Awful.

	At the 1937 Academy Awards, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs received a special award: one full sized Oscar and seven small ones.

	The novel Gone With the Wind by Margaret Mitchell was turned down for film adaptation by almost every studio in Hollywood because of the expense to film it or because most studio bosses felt that “Civil War films don’t make any money.”

	The huge gates that had been used in King Kong, along with other old sets on the back lot of RKO Studios were set on fire as part of the “burning of Atlanta” scene in Gone With the Wind.

	Because of the Motion Picture Code, Rhett Butler’s line, “Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a damn” was also filmed as “Frankly, my dear, I don’t care.” The first choice, however, was eventually the one used.

	At the premiere of Gone With the Wind in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1939, black cast members were not permitted to attend due to the state’s racial segregation laws.

	In addition to being the first film in which Orson Welles appeared, Citizen Kane also marked the film debuts of Joseph Cotten, Agnes Moorhead, and Ruth Warrick.

	Since William Randolph Hearst believed that Citizen Kane was directed at him and his life, newspapers run by the Hearst Company would not run advertising for the film.

	One of the most often quoted movie lines is “Play it again, Sam,” in Casablanca (1942), but this line is never actually spoken in the film. Humphrey Bogart says, “Play it!” and Ingrid Bergman says, “Play it, Sam. Play ‘As Time Goes By.’”

	As of 2009 only one family has produced three generations of Academy Award winners: the Hustons. John, best director for The Treasure of the Sierra Madre (1948), his father Walter for best supporting actor in the same film, and John’s daughter Anjelica as Best Supporting Actress for Prizzi’s Honor in 1985.

	The first commercial television station west of the Mississippi River was KTLA, and it began broadcasting in January 1947.

	The Hollywood Walk of Fame was created and the first star placed in 1958.

	Ub Iwerks, who worked for Walt Disney and who many believe was the real creator of Mickey Mouse, did the special effects for the 1963 Alfred Hitchcock film The Birds.

	Marilyn Monroe’s real name was Norma Jeane Mortensen. Her mother supposedly named her for two famous actresses: Norma Talmadge and Jean Harlow.

	At an auction held by Christie’s in New York, a pair of the “ruby slippers” worn by Judy Garland in The Wizard of Oz sold for $666,000.

	Hollywood does not have its own government (since it is part of Los Angeles), but it does have an “Honorary Mayor.” This job was held for many years by TV personality Johnny Grant, until his death in 2008.

	In 2002 a campaign was begun to have Hollywood secede from Los Angeles and become a separate, incorporated municipality. The referendum was put on the ballot but failed by a wide margin.

	Studio boss Samuel Goldwyn was reputed to have said that a verbal contract “isn’t worth the paper it’s written on,” and when once asked for his decision supposedly said, “I can give you a definite maybe.”

	As of 2021 the film that has grossed more money than any other is Avatar (2009) with nearly three billion dollars earned internationally.






Bibliography


[image: bck_fig_002.jpg]


Arnold, Caroline, and Michael Wallace. On the Brink of Extinction: The California Condor. San Diego and New York: Gulliver Green/Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1993.

Austin, Mary. The Land of Little Rain. 1903. Reprint. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1974.

———. Earth Horizon: Autobiography. New York: The Literary Guild, 1932.

Bakker, Edna. An Island Called California. 2nd ed. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1984.

Belden, L. Burr. Goodbye, Death Valley!: The Tragic 1849 Jayhawker Trek. Death Valley’49ers Publication No. 5. Bishop, Calif.: Chalfant Press, 1956.

Biskind, Peter. Seeing is Believing: How Hollywood Taught Us to Stop Worrying and Love the Fifties. New York: Pantheon, 1983.

Brown, Helen Evans. Helen Brown’s West Coast Cook Book. 1952. Rev. ed. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1991.

Brownlow, Kevin. Hollywood: The Pioneers. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1979.

Bullock, Paul, ed. Watts, the Aftermath: An Inside View of the Ghetto by the People of Watts. New York: Grove Press, 1972.

Camarillo, Albert. Chicanos in a Changing Society. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1979.

Caughey, John, and LaRee Caughey. Los Angeles: Biography of a City. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1976.

Cho, Jenny. Chinatown in Los Angeles. Los Angeles: Arcadia Publishing, 2009.

Cleland, Robert Glass. The Cattle on a Thousand Hills: Southern California, 1850–1880. 1941. Reprint. San Marino: Huntington Library, 2005.

Cuero, Delfina. The Autobiography of Delfina Cuero: A Diegueño Indian. Los Angeles: Dawson’s Book Shop, 1968.

Dana, Richard Henry. Two Years Before the Mast. 1840. Reprint. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1946.

Daniels, Roger. Prisoners Without Trial: Japanese Americans in World War II. New York: Hill & Wang, 1993.

Didion, Joan. Play It As It Lays. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1970.

Dinkelspiel, Frances. Towers of Gold: How One Jewish Immigrant Named Isaac Hellman Created California. St. Martin’s Press, 2008.

Drain, Thomas A., and David Wakely. A Sense of Mission: Historic Churches of the Southwest. San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1994.

du Petit-Thouars, Abel. Voyage of the Venus: Sojourn in California. Early California Travels Series, Vol. 35. Los Angeles: Glen Dawson, 1956.

Ellenbecker, John G. The Jayhawkers of Death Valley. 1938. Rev. ed. Marysville, Kans.: Privately printed, 1993.

Gioia, Ted. West Coast Jazz: Modern Jazz in California, 1945-1960. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992.

Goldberg, George. East Meets West: The Story of the Chinese and Japanese in California. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1970.

Griswold del Castillo, Richard. La Familia: Chicano Families in the Urban Southwest, 1848 to the Present. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame, 1984.

Higa, Karin M. The View from Within: Japanese American Art from the Internment Camps, 1942–1945. Los Angeles: Japanese American National Museum, UCLA Wight Gallery, and UCLA Asian American Studies Center, 1992.

Hogeland, L. Frank, and Kim Hogeland. First Families: Photographic History of California Indians. Berkeley: Heyday Books, 2007.

Jaeger, Edmund C. The California Deserts. 4th ed. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1965.

James, Harry C. The Cahuilla Indians. Los Angeles: Westernlore Press, 1960.

Jensen, Joan M., and Gloria Ricci Lothrop. California Women: A History. San Francisco: Boyd & Fraser, 1987.

Kitano, Harry H. Japanese Americans: The Evolution of a Subculture. 2nd ed. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1976.

Klein, Norman M. The History of Forgetting: Los Angeles and the Erasure of Memory. Updated ed. New York: Verso Books, 2008.

Krauss, Erich. Wall of Flame: The Heroic Battle to Save Southern California. New York: Wiley, 2006.

Lavender, David. California: Land of New Beginnings. New York: Harper & Row, 1972.

Malone, Michael P. and Richard W. Etulain. The American West: A Twentieth-Century History. Lincoln: University of Nebraska, 1989.

McWilliams, Carey. Southern California Country: An Island on the Land. New York: Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 1946.

Pearce, T. M. Mary Hunter Austin. United States Authors Series. New York: Twayne Publishers, 1965.

Picturing California: A Century of Photographic Genius. San Francisco: Chronicle Books/The Oakland Museum, 1989.

Pitt, Leonard. Decline of the Californios: A Social History of the Spanish-Speaking Californians, 1846–1890. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999.

Pomeroy, Earl. The Pacific Slope: A History of California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Utah, and Nevada. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1965.

Rolle, Andrew F. California: A History. New York: Thomas Y. Cromwell, 1963.

Roske, Ralph J. Everyman’s Eden: A History of California. New York: Macmillan, 1968.

Sackman, Douglas Cazaux. Orange Empire: California and the Fruits of Eden. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2007.

Sklar, Robert. Movie-Made America: A Cultural History of American Movies. New York: Random House, 1975.

Starr, Kevin. Americans and the California Dream, 1850–1915. New York: Oxford University Press, 1973.

_______. Golden Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009.

_______. Inventing the Dream: California through the Progressive Era. New York: Oxford University Press, 1985.

_______. Material Dreams: Southern California through the 1920s. New York: Oxford University Press, 1990.

Storer, Tracy I., and Lloyd P. Tevis, Jr. California Grizzly. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1955.

Vorspan, Max and Lloyd P. Gartner. History of the Jews of Los Angeles. San Marino, Calif.: Huntington Library, 1970.

Wattawa, Gayle, ed. Inlandia: A Literary Journey Through California’s Inland Empire. Berkeley: Heyday Books, 2006.

Weaver, John D. El Pueblo Grande: A Non-Fiction Book about Los Angeles. Los Angeles: The Ward Ritchie Press, 1973.

Worster, Donald. Rivers of Empire: Water, Aridity, and the Growth of the American West. New York: Pantheon Books, 1985.




About the Author

Noelle Sullivan has written essays, poems, stories, and several small books of history. She holds a master’s degree in the history of the American West from the University of New Mexico. Her work includes contributions to The New Montana Story and M-e Ecci Aashi Awadi: The Knife River Indian Villages. She lives in Montana with her husband and three daughters, and writes for the blog Montana Gael.


OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_003.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
Stories of Events and
People that Shaped
GOLDEN STATE HISTORY

IT HAPPENED IN

SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA

From BIG BEARS to the
CONDOR PUPPET SHOW

NOELLE
SULLIVAN S—-






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_002.jpg





