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			In the near future, psychopaths will become the new moral standard. For citizens who aim to achieve absolute power, this is their Mantra.
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			introduction

			It’s not uncommon for a book like this to open with a historical anecdote. After all, we’ve been conditioned to believe in the power of history. What has happened before must happen again, for humans behave in predictable patterns, and the secret to happiness will be yours if only you look hard enough. The gatekeepers have taught us that famous people become famous for a reason. In fact, they insist, everything happens for a reason. If that wasn’t the case, how can we ever hope to learn anything from life? Life would just be unpredictable chaos, and we would have no power over it. 

			Even now, in this moment, I’m compelled to bring up a relevant example to prove them wrong. I’ve been conditioned by my progenitors to reference history, to rely on the power of fame, to give my argument a foundation on which to stand. But I refuse. I refuse to participate in this charade. I refuse to believe the insidious judgment that chaos is wrong and that order is right. 

			

			If history were just, why has immorality persisted?

			If history were reasonable, why are human beings still guided by emotions?

			If history were all-knowing, why has no one achieved perfect happiness? 

			History, in truth, is nothing but the persistent war on truth. It doesn’t exist on its own. It only exists in the mind of those who wish to condition us to believe in their message. Their propaganda. Their lies. 

			Make no mistake, they exist. They are the purveyors of our values and sensibilities. They intend to guard the truth by any means necessary. They intend to keep you in the dark so you’ll never see them for who they are. 

			Virtue, as we know it, is simply the arrangement of chaos in neat, bundled units for mass consumption. Culture is the marketing arm of virtue, hellbent on pushing a new model of morality every time we breathe. It renders judgment on the essence of nature with impunity. It says to the common man, “your worth is ours to judge because alone you hold no power.” For they believe that the common man will be crushed by the burden of chaos. They believe that we are incapable of comprehending the world without their model of morality. And because the world is so complicated, there can never be just one model of morality. No, you must stay humble. You must keep learning. In the eyes of the gatekeeper, you are forever an infant. 

			

			Only by rejecting their system can freedom be found. We must reject the notion that chaos is inherently evil and order is inherently good. We must reject the weaponization of order to help the few maintain their power. To find the truth, we must invent a new form of society, one rooted in our singular belief in the greatness within all of us. 
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			 1. There’s nothing special about any of us, except for the part we invent and expand.

			
			 2. “Be Yourself,” “Stay True to You,” and “Follow Your Passion” are meaningless euphemisms that will devolve into some variation of “follow the leader.”

			

			3. There are two fundamental faults to conventional wisdom. It relies on patterns and assumes positive intent. Life is constantly changing, and intent is only the byproduct of perception.

			4. No advice can be reliable if it’s fixated on the past.  

			5. The people who sell “common sense” can never be trusted. They are primarily driven by profit and attention. Worse yet, they tacitly understand that “common sense” is a convenient substitute for orthodoxy and compliance.

			

			
			6. Especially for people who are labeled “The Other,” which happens to everyone at some point in the course of history, conventional wisdom is the gateway drug to a life of servitude. If you make assimilation your goal, you will never lead.

			
			7. Why must the sufficiency of the individual be constantly attacked? Why must we engage in fake humility just for the sake of decorum? Why must we hold history in such high regard when all we do is repeat the mistakes of history?

			

			8. All systems of control are built on creating distance between ideas and execution. The un­spoken understanding is that only the owner class can design and enforce ideas. Everyone else is expected to follow those ideas. Morality is the essential system of control. The owner class makes morality something you aspire to but can never fully achieve. It’s always changing in some way, just look at the self-help industry. There’s always more to improve, more to understand, more to unlearn, more to reeducate. The constant need for improvement is the profit motive of morality. In religion, the idea of being a moral person is designed to be unattainable. After all, only God is allowed to be perfectly moral. Even a lifetime of practicing morality is not enough. You have to give your life to prove your aim true. Devotion is just another word for control. And what immaculate control it is! Morality keeps you addicted to the idea of overcoming yourself. The people in control don’t even need to lay a finger on you, and you’ve already committed yourself to continuous self-destruction. This is the ultimate form of control. 

			

			 9. Pop stars use the same technique to create fandom. See, what these gatekeepers want you to believe is that you can never challenge moral values, but you can, and you should.

			10. Think about the people you would thank if you were to win some award. What’s the first thing that comes to mind, even before the names come up? It must be the recognition that this award is important, even though it’s just a symbolic thing invented by someone else. It may carry some person’s last name or bear the image of some historical figure deemed “important.” This award, this moment is supposed to be a milestone, a moment worth celebrating. You feel humbled and grateful, or at least that’s the way you’re supposed to feel. You recall the figures other successful people have recognized—authority figures, family members, close friends, and worst of all, other nominees. If you want to trace every debt to its original source, you can justify conferring gratitude on just about everyone. After all, without people, without society, you would have no platform on which to stand, and this moment that feels so important will have no meaning at all. What you want to express in the moment doesn’t belong to you, it belongs to other people’s expectations of you. And to make the moment yours, you must expand on objective truth. You must give the appearance of being humble and gracious without leaving your ego behind. Through this self-negotiation process, you’re beginning to invent a larger reality where truth and perception can be interchangeable. This is the realm where charisma lives.     

			

			

			11. Morality is the invisible hand that steers the course of history. Empires will come and go, but ideas live forever. In the right hands, morality becomes the ultimate expression of power.

			
			12. Without morality, no school of thought can flourish; no leader can have loyal followers; no illusions can be justified. For the compliant, it’s a badge of honor. For the powerful, it’s a form of control. 

			13. Contrary to popular belief, morality is un­­natural; it must be invented.     

			

			14. In the Old World, kids grew up being taught that identity is something that you inherit from your ancestors. When I was young, I remember my teachers asking me to name the people who influenced me the most. The assumption was that the people who came before you carried an inherent sense of importance. Without your progenitors, how could you exist in the first place? Inherently, you were made to feel that a debt of gratitude must be paid. You owed your existence to someone else, and therefore their example must be followed or at least respected. As if that wasn’t misleading enough, you were then told that you had to make your own path. Forge your own identity. Well, how do you know when your debt has been paid? Does it happen after you become an “adult?” Does it happen after you have kids? Does it happen after you learn to fall in line? Does it happen after you die? The debt of existence can never be repaid unless it’s an eye for an eye. And even then, the debt collector can still say that’s not enough and demand the next generation follow suit—and the one after, and the one after, and so on. The long conveyor belt of morality never ends.  

			

			15. What came next was the sensory assault of positive affirmation. It wasn’t enough to make you bow down to the weight of history, a history most people never understood anyway, they had to make you accept other people
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