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Introduction






The name Jonah means dove, which is an ironic
name, as the dove is identified with the Holy Spirit, and he is
obviously not as influenced by the Holy Spirit as he should be
since he rebels against God! Some Jewish expositors believe that
the dove is symbolic for Israel and, in this book, Jonah is a
symbol of Israel and the Church. There is a Jewish tradition that
he was the son raised from the dead by Elijah for the widow of
Sarepta. The book was written between 784-772 BC.

Because of the miraculous nature of the
narrative, this story has been repeatedly attacked by critics. I am
not going to spend a great deal of time defending the book
(partially because one of the assumptions of this series of books
is that the Bible is the infallible Word of God), but it should be
noted that Jesus mentioned Jonah and said that the only sign given
to the generation he was speaking to was the sign of Jonah, so
Jesus acknowledged his miraculous survival in the large fish. There
are many parallels between Jonah and Jesus throughout the book.

This is not really a fish story; it is a
story of redemption and second chances. It is also a story where
all of our preconceived notions are turned upside down. The prophet
is commanded to go east and then goes west. Pagans (the sailors and
the Ninevites) repent of their sins. The prophet is mad at God for
being too loving and forgiving, despite having just received God's
forgiveness. The Ninevites' cattle also repent, which is not
exactly the opposite of what we would expect, but just odd (there
are other references in antiquity of cattle being killed when their
king died or some other thing happened to humans, so in this
context, it is not as perhaps as odd as it sounds to our modern
ears.)

Before his journey to Nineveh Jonah
prophesied to the Northern Kingdom of Israel.

2nd Kings 14:25 He restored Israel’s border
from Lebo-hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the
word the Lord, the God of Israel, had spoken through His servant,
the prophet Jonah son of Amittai from Gath-hepher.

2nd Kings 14:26 For the Lord saw that the
affliction of Israel was very bitter. There was no one to help
Israel, neither bond nor free.

Amos later reversed the promise of Jonah to
Jeroboam II:

Amos 6:14 For the Lord God Almighty
declares, “I will stir up a nation against you, Israel,

that will oppress you all the way from Lebo Hamath to the
valley of the Arabah.”

When God commands Jonah to go to Nineveh to
preach a message of judgment, Jonah goes the opposite way. The text
does not reveal the motives for Jonah's reluctance, but it could be
that he was afraid it would be Nineveh who would conquer Israel if
they didn't repent, so he viewed the Ninevites as an enemy of
Israel. It could also be true that some relatives of his were
tortured and killed by the Ninevites, as they had warred with
Israel for some time. It could also be that he just had heard of
how vicious they were and didn't think that they should be saved.
Nineveh was known for its cruelty and there are reports of whole
villages committing suicide rather than letting themselves be
captured and tortured by them. It also is possible that he thought
he might get killed or tortured as he was going to preach an
unpopular message. There also have been suggestions that he didn't
want to be regarded as a false prophet as he knew that the
Ninevites would repent and the city not be destroyed.

No matter what the actual reason or reasons
were, the main problem that Jonah had with going to Nineveh to
prophecy was that he thought God was too good, too gracious, and
too forgiving. He didn't think that the Ninevites deserved mercy.
This has been seen as an allegory to Israel, who felt they were
above other nations because they were chosen of God. This is also
an allegory of the Church, we rebel against God and don't go out
into the world, and then wonder why the churches are empty. This is
also a message to all of us, as we can sometimes feel like there
are others who shouldn't, or can't be saved. The irony of this is
that we are out of the will of God when we think this, and if the
wicked look to God and repent, they are more in the will of God
than we are.







Synopsis






The story is a familiar one to most people.
Jonah was given a message to give to the people of Nineveh and he
took a ship in the opposite direction. A storm struck the ship and
he convinced the sailors to throw him overboard. Once overboard, a
great fish swallowed him. He was miraculously saved, perhaps even
resurrected, and the fish delivered him to dry land. He received a
Word from God again, and he preached it to Nineveh. He was angry
that they had repented and that the city wasn't overturned, and he
sat in a booth outside of the city to see what would happen. God
made a plant grow to shield his head from the sun, and a worm to
destroy it. God used the plant to show Jonah that the city had
worth, especially in comparison with the plant.






Outline






Yahweh saves pagan sailors - Chapter 1

Yahweh saves Jonah from death in the large
fish - Chapter 2

Yahweh saves the Ninevites from judgment -
Chapter 3

Yahweh saves Jonah from wrong attitudes -
Chapter 4






Symbolism


4 - The World or Worldliness.

The first four days of the creation week were
when the material universe was completed. A number of worldly
things are repeated four times in the Genesis account, like Eve's
name, and there were four rivers that flowed out from the garden of
Eden to the earth.

Ezekiel 7:2 Son of man, this is what the Lord
GOD says to the land of Israel: An end! The end has come on the
four corners of the land.

40 - Testing.

There are many examples of a testing period
of 40s days in the Bible. Moses was on Mount Sanai for 40 days and
nights on two different occasions. Jesus fasted for 40 days in the
wilderness when he was tempted by the devil. Elijah went 40 days
without food or water at Mount Horeb. The number 40 is 4 times 10,
or worldliness times completion.

Dove - The Holy Spirit, or Israel.

Luke 3:22: and the Holy Spirit descended on
him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You
are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

 Mountain
- Closeness to God.

Isaiah 2:2 And it shall come to pass in the
last days, that the mountain of the LORD’S house shall be
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above
the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.


Matthew 17:1 “After six days Jesus took with him Peter,
James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high
mountain by themselves.

Matthew 17:2 There he was transfigured before
them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white
as the light.”

Sea - The nations.

Psalm 69:34 Let heaven and earth praise Him,
the seas and everything that moves in them,

Matthew 4:18 And
Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea:
for they were fishers.

Matthew 4:19 And he
saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.

Water - Water is a symbol of both the
Holy Spirit and the Word.

John 7:37 On the last and greatest day of the
festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is
thirsty come to me and drink.

John 7:38: Whoever believes in me, as
Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within
them.”

John 7:39: By this he meant the Spirit, whom
those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time
the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been
glorified.

From these verses, we see that water is
symbolic of the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 5:26: That he might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,

Isaiah 55:10: "For as the rain and the snow
come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater,

Isaiah 55:11. so shall my word be that goes
out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for
which I sent it.

Here are two passages that show water being
used like the Word. Additionally, Jesus is identified as being the
Word of God, so there is another connection in John 7:37 to water
not just being the Holy Spirit, but also the Word.







Chapter 1


Jonah 1:1 The Lord’s message came to Jonah
son of Amittai,

In Hebrew, this book starts with the word
"and" which is not unusual for historical books. Jonah's name means
dove, which is a symbol of the Holy Spirit, and is being used
ironically here, as he is not being led very well by the Holy
Spirit since he is in rebellion against God for most of the book.
His father's name means faithful or truth, which is ironic in this
story because his son isn't faithful to God, although one could
argue that he was faithful to the Nation of Israel. Jonah is from
Galilee, and there is a parallel there to Jesus, who was from
Galilee and it was Jesus that commanded the early church to go to
gentile nations like Jonah was commanded by God to go to a gentile
nation. Jonah is also mentioned in the Second Book of Kings.

Jonah 1:2 “Go immediately to Nineveh, that
large capital city, and announce judgment against its people
because their wickedness has come to my attention.”

It was very unusual for God to command his
prophet to go to a foreign city and give it a warning about
upcoming judgment. There were a few other prophets who were
commanded to speak against other nations, but they did so from
Israel or Judah, except for ones who were among the captives in
exile. The reason for the departure seems to be self-evident. God
wanted to give them a chance to repent. Nineveh was one of four
cities founded by Nimrod. The Assyrian king Sennacherib fortified
and rebuilt the city (Nineveh was the capital of Assyria). This
message is also unusual since God didn't elaborate on what sins
they were being judged for.

Jonah 1:3 Instead, Jonah immediately headed
off to Tarshish to escape from the commission of the Lord. He
traveled to Joppa and found a merchant ship heading to Tarshish. So
he paid the fare and went aboard it to go with them to Tarshish,
far away from the Lord.

Tarshish was a place known for tin, iron, and
silver. Joppa would later be where Peter started the first
missionary journey outside of Israel, so it is ironic that Jonah,
who would be the first prophet sent to a gentile nation, would go
there.

Jonah's reluctance could be that he knew it
would be the Ninevites who would conquer Israel if they didn't
repent, so he viewed the Ninevites as an enemy of Israel. It is
said that he had more respect for the son, meaning Israel, than the
father, who is God. It could also be that he figured that if God's
Word went out to the gentiles, then it would no longer be preached
in Israel since they had rebelled continuously against it. It also
is a possibility that some relatives of his were tortured and
killed by the Ninevites, as they had warred with Israel for some
time. It could also be that he just had
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