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Introduction

Making One-of-a-Kind Adorable Clothes for Your Dogs!

In the year I got married, our dogs Furryhead and Gucci joined our family and started to bond deeply with us. Seeing them growing up day by day, I had the desire to make them some clothes on my own. In the beginning I was all thumbs and made lousy products. I felt totally satisfied, however, when I saw Furryhead and Gucci putting on my handmade clothes and happily playing around. Time flies—Furryhead and Gucci have been with us for ten years now. My pet-clothes-making skills are also getting better and better.

Many people might think it is good enough to buy their dogs’ clothes and accessories in animal hospitals or pet stores. However, each dog is unique and might not fit in mass-produced clothing. Nowadays, more and more people are aware of this fact and willingly take out their sewing kits to make pet clothes on their own. In order to help these people, in this book I have shared all my experiences and methodologies for making pet clothes as much as possible. The method for making pet clothes is very similar to that for making human clothes. The biggest difference is that the body shape of pets is very different from that of human beings. Therefore, you need to understand the body formation and characteristics of your pets before making pet clothes for them. In the beginning, you might encounter some setbacks. Don’t worry. Just keep going with love and care for your pets. I believe you can make very unique and lovely pet clothes for your pets!

I would like to thank many people for helping me along the way with this book. First off, I would like to thank my family for their continuous support. I also want to express my sincere gratitude to all the staff, sewing masters, cute dog models, and their owners who contributed their efforts and made this book possible. My special thanks go to Sigongsa Co. Ltd., Miss Ji Yoon, the photographers, and the art designers who made this book such a beautiful publication. Of course, I won’t forget those online friends who cheer me up on my blogs. Thank you all!

Last but not least, I hope this book can become a steppingstone for you to learn sewing. For those readers who think it is very difficult to sew pet clothes, I hope you can challenge yourself with confidence after reading this book!

Tingk
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How to Use This Book

[image: image]

Each project in this book is presented with every detail necessary to create the project, even for a novice sewer.

A.Opening each project are model shots of a happy dog wearing the completed projects. These shots are a handy reference when you are putting together your project. They help you see what you’re aiming to create and how the piece should fit your dog.

B.Each project’s instructions section starts off with the essentials you need to know. These include the finished size of the project used for the instructions, the amount and type of fabric you’ll need to buy, and a list of additional notions you’ll need, like buttons, interfacing, and other bits and pieces.

C.Next, you see the pattern pieces and their essential measurements so that you can cut out all your pieces. Some rectangular pieces you can measure and cut yourself.

D.Finally, you can follow the clear photographs, illustrations, and step-by-step instructions to put together your selected project. Tips throughout help ensure that you don’t miss a detail.
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Before You Begin

Understand the lengthwise and crosswise grain

While sewing, the selvage edge marks the lengthwise (vertical) grain of the fabric. This grain is more stable, so fabric should be cut along the lengthwise grain. A simple way to find the orientation of the fabric is to pull it. The lengthwise grain offers no elasticity while the crosswise (horizontal) grain has a bit of give. The fabric widths mentioned in this book and at your local fabric store refer to the horizontal width of the fabric. Make sure you are purchasing the right yardage for the specific width you find when gathering your supplies.
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Wash your fabric

Before you use your fabric, make sure to wash it so it preshrinks and behaves more like the natural fiber. To wash your fabric, soak it in warm water for 1 to 2 hours. Agitate it several times and then wring it out. Put it in a shady, cool place to air dry and then iron it when it is nearly dry.

Iron your fabric

Before you cut your fabric, I suggest that you iron it. Ironing your fabric before using it can improve the finished look. You should also iron your fabric at every step in the sewing process to finish the seams and make the completed project look more professional.
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Ways to cut your fabric

Unfolded fabric:

•Spread out the fabric with the wrong side up. Lay out the pattern pieces with the grain line aligned with the selvage edge. Trace the pattern onto the fabric with marking tools, such as water-soluble pens, disappearing ink pens, or tailor’s chalk.

•Trace around the pattern pieces for one side and then flip the pattern over to draw the remaining side.

•When flipping the pattern, make sure that the center marking is aligned. If the pattern calls for a center seam, make sure that the necessary seam allowances are marked.

•Draw the necessary seam allowances with a seam gauge and then cut out the pattern pieces.

Half-folded fabric:

•Lay the pattern pieces on the half-folded fabric and then trace the pattern.

[image: image]


How to Make Clothes for Your Dog

Measure your dog

Before you start making pet clothes, you need to know your dog’s neck and chest circumferences. Because there might be measurement errors due to the dog’s postures and different reference points, you need to confirm the measurements repeatedly according to the types of clothes you want to make.

Tips for measuring your dog

•Avoid measuring your dog while he leans to one side or looks down.

•Measure your dog while he stretches his back. Repeat several times and take an average.

•Avoid getting too tight or too loose when using the tape measure.

•Add a bit of extra length when measuring shaggy dogs.

•The chart on page 13 is based on the dog’s body length. The patterns in this book also follow this chart. You can use it as a reference to choose the patterns that best fit your dog.
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•Using the same pattern with different fabrics might result in different sizes of the finished clothes. If you use thick materials like wools, be sure to add ¾–1¼ inches (2–3 cm) to the original patterns. On the other hand, if using knit fabric, you should subtract ⅜ inch (1 cm) from the original patterns.

•The size of the front pieces will vary due to the dog’s gender. For female dogs, you can make the front pieces a bit shorter.
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Dog Clothing Size Chart (based on body length)



	Size

	Neck

	Chest

	Back length




	XS

	7½ inches (19 cm)

	11 inches (28 cm)

	8¾ inches (22 cm)




	S

	8¾ inches (22 cm)

	12¾ inches (32 cm)

	9¾ inches (25 cm)




	M

	9¾ inches (25 cm)

	14½ inches (37 cm)

	10½ inches (27 cm)




	L

	11½ inches (29 cm)

	16½ inches (42 cm)

	11½ inches (29 cm)




	XL

	13 inches (33 cm)

	19 inches (48 cm)

	13 inches (33 cm)





Dog Hat Size Chart (based on body length)



	Size

	Head (horizontal)

	Head (vertical)




	S

	8¼ –9¾ inches (21–25 cm)

	8¼ –9¾ inches (21–25 cm)




	M

	10¼ –11¾ inches (26–30 cm)

	10¼ –11¾ inches (26–30 cm)




	L

	12¼ –13¾ inches (31–35 cm)

	12¼ –13¾ inches (31–35 cm)





Find your pattern

Different kinds of dogs have different body types and sizes. Therefore, it is impossible to have one-size-fits-all clothing for dogs. Before you copy and adjust the pattern, be sure you understand your dog’s physical characteristics.

If the pattern fits…

•If any size (XS, S, M, L, XL) pattern from this book fits your dog, you can copy the pattern onto tracing paper or any other transparent paper.

•Glue the pattern to cardboard to help you cut it out and to keep it in place while you cut your fabric.

If the pattern doesn’t fit…

•First, you need to know the differences between your dog’s size and the chart on page 13, including chest circumference, neck circumference, and back length.

•Follow the instructions for “How to alter the pattern” on page 16 to change the size.

Making muslins and basting

Before making the actual garment, you can make a sample (muslin) first from scrap fabric or cast-off clothes to make sure the pattern fits. After adding the seam allowances, cut the pattern along the cutting line. Baste along the seam lines and then try the muslin on your dog. If it doesn’t fit, find out which part you need to alter for the pattern. Basting not only helps you reduce waste but also makes sewing with the final fabric an easier process.

Cut

Lay the pattern pieces on the wrong side of your fabric and trace the patterns. You will begin




Sew


Confirm the pattern size










How to alter the pattern
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