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"History is the version of past events that people have decided to agree upon."

— Napoleon Bonaparte
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◆

Dear Reader,

Have you ever felt like the story of Japan you've heard is just the tip of something much deeper, like peering into a well and seeing only your own reflection? That's what drove me to write this book, to drag those buried truths into the light, the ones that make you pause and think, "Wait, is that really how it went?" We're talking about the shadowy power plays from ancient clans, the erased voices of empresses who ruled with iron fists, right up to the scandals that still whisper through today's headlines. This isn't the glossy version from tour guides or schoolbooks; it's the raw edges, the controversies that spark debates in quiet corners and fuel questions that don't go away.

My aim here is simple: to pull back the veil on Japan's unknown history, chapter by chapter, from prehistoric riddles that challenge everything we assume about isolation to Reiwa's reckonings with old ghosts like wartime denials and economic rifts. I wanted to make it detailed, no fluff or repeats, just the facts and stories that hit hard and stick with you. As Anthony Bourdain once said about Japan, "The more you learn, the more you know you don't know. It's a lifelong journey." That's the mystery I'm chasing, those hidden layers that make the past feel alive and urgent, urging you to wonder what else might be out there.

Thanks for joining me on this dig. Who knows what we'll uncover together?

With curiosity,
- Skriuwer
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Unknown History of Japan

[image: ]


───── ◆ ─────


‘The war was a war of self-defense, and we were forced into it by circumstances.’


— Hideki Tojo (1946, Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal Testimony)
––––––––
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‘Comfort women were licensed prostitutes, not sex slaves.’


— Shinzo Abe (2007, Statement to U.S. Congress)
––––––––
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‘Japan's invasion of Asia was a liberation from Western imperialism.’


— Fumimaro Konoe (1940, Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere Declaration)
––––––––
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‘The Nanjing incident is a fabrication by Chinese propaganda.’


— Masaaki Tanaka (1984, "What Really Happened in Nanking" Book)
––––––––
[image: ]


‘Bushido demands death before dishonor; surrender is cowardice.’


— Imperial Japanese Army Slogan (1941, Field Service Code)
––––––––
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‘The Emperor is divine, and obedience to him is absolute.’


— Ministry of Education (1937, Kokutai no Hongi Textbook)
––––––––
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‘Unit 731's experiments were for medical advancement, not crimes.’


— Shiro Ishii (1946, Postwar Interrogation Denial)
––––––––
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‘Samurai brutality was necessary for national unity and strength.’


— Inazo Nitobe (1899, "Bushido: The Soul of Japan," Interpreted Controversially)
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───── ◆ ─────


1.  In ancient Jomon times, people smashed eerie clay dogu figurines before burial, their goggle-eyed designs eerily resembling modern spacesuits, were they hiding evidence of otherworldly visitors or forbidden shamanic rites? This deliberate destruction across thousands of sites suggests a culture terrified of unleashing some unknown power from the past.

2.  During the Heian period, court nobles forced abdications through poison and isolation, veiling assassinations as "honorable retirements", one emperor was driven mad with staged hauntings before being dethroned. These intrigues erased rivals' lineages, leaving history books with romantic poems instead of the bloody truth behind the silk screens.

3.  Samurai in the Edo era practiced tsujigiri, slashing random passersby at night to test new swords, turning crossroads into killing grounds, victims were often peasants, their deaths dismissed as "accidents." This brutal custom, banned but persistent, reveals how warrior "honor" masked casual murder in feudal Japan.

4.  Empress Himiko, a third-century shaman-queen, ruled through sorcery and seclusion, sending slaves as tribute to China, but Japanese chronicles buried her story, merging her with mythical figures to sanitize her pagan power. Her grave, possibly Hashihaka tomb, remains off-limits, fueling whispers of a matriarchal past overwritten by patriarchal emperors.

5.  Kofun tombs hid foreign treasures like Korean armor and Chinese mirrors, denying continental influences to claim pure Japanese origins, looters stripped them bare, with artifacts vanishing into private collections. These massive keyhole mounds, assigned to emperors without proof, conceal rival clans' histories, erased to glorify the Yamato line.

6.  Nara's Buddhist arrival sparked clan wars, with Soga forces burning rivals' temples and dumping statues in canals, thousands died in the name of "enlightenment." This bloody adoption, veiled as divine triumph, hid how religion became a weapon for political dominance in ancient Japan.

7.  Heian court affairs weren't poetic romance; they were tools for treason, with consorts poisoning rivals and birthing heirs to seize thrones, one empress abdicated amid scandals only to return under a new name. These bedroom betrayals, suppressed in elegant scrolls, shook the imperial line more than any battle.

8.  Genpei warriors collected enemy noses as trophies during invasions, shipping them home pickled in sake barrels. Korean campaigns under Hideyoshi saw mounds of 38,000 noses buried in Kyoto. This gruesome practice, downplayed in epics, exposes how "honorable" wars masked barbaric proof of kills for rewards.

9.  Kamakura samurai origins involved crushing peasant revolts with iron fists, jito stewards extorting taxes until farmers starved, rebellions like the 1221 Jokyu War were purged from records. This "bushido" foundation, veiled as noble protection, built the class on exploitation and erased uprisings.

10.  Muromachi's artistic glory hid gekokujo betrayals, where underlings murdered lords for power, warlords like Ashikaga Yoshinori was assassinated in 1441 amid tea ceremonies. These flips, suppressed in Noh plays romanticizing loyalty, turned civil chaos into a ladder for the ruthless.

11.  Sengoku warlords sealed pacts with ninjas for assassinations, like Uesugi Kenshin's 1578 death rumored as poison in his toilet, betrayals shattered alliances overnight. These shadow deals, erased from heroic tales, reveal how espionage, not honor, decided battles in the warring states.

12.  Azuchi-Momoyama unification masked massacres, with Nobunaga burning Mount Hiei's temples in 1571, slaughtering 20,000 monks and civilians in flames. This "enlightened" warlord's atrocities, downplayed as strategy, hid how progress came soaked in blood and broken vows.

13.  Edo isolation bred smugglers who ferried forbidden Christian texts and guns through hidden coves, yakuza origins trace to these black markets defying shogunate bans. These underground empires, suppressed in official isolation myths, enriched daimyo while peasants faced crucifixion for possession.

14.  Bakumatsu betrayals saw shoguns sign unequal treaties in secret, like the 1858 Harris pact granting foreigners immunity, daimyo like those in Choshu flipped sides mid-war for power. These deceptions, buried in restoration heroes' tales, exposed how foreign pressure cracked feudal loyalties from within.

15.  Meiji modernization forced peasants into factories with 16-hour shifts, lungs blackened by coal dust, thousands died in mines like Ashio, pollution poisoning rivers and sparking suppressed riots. This "miracle," veiled as progress, built empire on exploited backs and erased labor uprisings.

16.  Taisho "democracy" hid yakuza thugs rigging elections for LDP precursors, beating voters in 1920s polls, parties like Seiyukai bought seats with bribes. These manipulations, downplayed as transitional chaos, doomed liberal experiments to elite control and militarist rise.

17.  Showa militarism buried Unit 731's vivisections on live prisoners, infecting them with plagues then dissecting without anesthesia, data traded for US immunity postwar. This "medical research," denied for decades, exposes how science served barbarity in hidden labs.

18.  Postwar occupation phantoms included CIA funding yakuza to bust unions, like in 1950s strikes crushed by gang muscle, black markets thrived on stolen US goods. These covert ops, suppressed in alliance myths, remade Japan as anti-communist bulwark on manipulated foundations.

19.  Heisei economic miracles concealed yakuza loansharking in bubble-era banks, with gangs like Yamaguchi-gumi hiding ¥10 trillion in bad debts, scandals like Recruit toppled governments. This "prosperity," veiled as innovation, rested on organized crime's grip, erased from success stories.

20.  Reiwa's "harmony" masks 2023 Fukushima water releases poisoning Pacific fish, with cesium levels spiking, government denials sparked Chinese bans worth ¥100 billion. This environmental reckoning, downplayed for energy agendas, hides health crises in coastal communities.

21.  Ancient dogu figurines from Jomon era sport helmet-like heads and suit patterns, fueling theories of ancient astronauts visiting Japan, archaeologists dismiss, but deliberate smashing before burial suggests fear of their power.

22.  Heian demons in folklore weren't myths; they drew from real outcasts like burakumin, whose "unclean" jobs led to centuries of hidden discrimination, erased from noble tales to preserve court purity.

23.  Kamakura shoguns like Yoritomo hunted brothers like Yoshitsune to death in 1189, betraying kin for power, his ghost haunts folklore, a suppressed symbol of fraternal treachery.

24.  Muromachi Noh plays romanticized warrior ghosts, but hid gekokujo killings where servants beheaded lords, over 100 such flips in the 1400s turned chaos into opportunity for the bold.

25.  Sengoku ninjas like Mochizuki Chiyome trained female spies as geisha assassins in the 1560s, their bedroom betrayals toppled daimyo, erased from male warrior epics.

26.  Azuchi-Momoyama's Nobunaga ordered "human hunts" in 1579, massacring 40,000 Ikkō-ikki sectarians in flames, this religious genocide, downplayed as unification, stained his innovator image.

27.  Edo's sakoku bans hid kakure Christians crucifying their own children to prove faith during 1638 Shimabara hunts, over 37,000 died, suppressed as rebellion not martyrdom.

28.  Bakumatsu radicals practiced tameshigiri on live criminals to test swords before assassinations like 1860's Ii Naosuke beheading, this gruesome prep, buried in heroic lore, revealed their fanatic edge.

29.  Meiji factories locked girls in dorms for 18-hour silk shifts, with escapes punished by beatings, thousands died from tuberculosis, erased from modernization triumphs.

30.  Taisho elections in 1920 saw yakuza "vote enforcers" kidnapping opponents, rigging ballots for parties like Seiyukai, this thuggery, suppressed as democracy's birth pangs, doomed liberal hopes.

31.  Showa's Nanking in 1937 had soldiers competing to behead 100 civilians first, results published as "heroic feats", over 200,000 died, denied in textbooks for decades.

32.  Postwar CIA in 1947 armed yakuza to smash communist unions during strikes, over 200 killed in clashes, buried in alliance myths.

33.  Heisei's 1995 Aum sarin attack killed 13, but police ignored prior gas tests that murdered 8, suppressed warnings let the cult arm with Russian guns.

34.  Reiwa's 2022 Abe assassination tied to Unification Church donations from over 100 LDP politicians, the cult's mind control scandals, downplayed, exposed religious grip on power.

35.  Jomon DNA in 2021 studies revealed a third ancestry from Northeast Asia, upending two-wave migration myths, this hybrid origin, challenging pure Japanese narratives, stirs identity debates.

36.  Ancient Yamato empresses like Suiko ruled for 35 years in 593, but later chronicles credited male regents, their power, veiled to fit patriarchal lines, hints at erased female dominance.

37.  Kofun tombs in 2018 digs uncovered deformed skulls like Andean practices, suggesting trans-Pacific contacts, this anomaly, dismissed as coincidence, fuels lost migration theories.

38.  Nara's 587 battle saw Soga clansmen behead Mononobe rivals and burn their corpses. Buddhism's "peaceful" arrival hid such clan genocides for control.

39.  Heian consorts used abortion potions to eliminate rivals' heirs, court scandals suppressed in poetic diaries, these poison plots shattered families for throne grabs.

40.  Genpei's 1592 Korea invasions had samurai severing noses from living victims as proof of kills, over 200,000 shipped home, buried in victory mounds.

41.  Kamakura's 1189 Oshu campaign massacred northern Emishi, erasing their culture for land, this genocide, downplayed as unification, hid samurai expansion's brutality.

42.  Muromachi's 1467 Onin War gutted Kyoto for a decade, with 200,000 dead from famine and fire, warlords' betrayals, veiled in Zen art, sparked centuries of chaos.

43.  Sengoku's 1573 Nagashino battle used guns from Portuguese pacts, betraying anti-foreign vows, this tech flip slaughtered 10,000 in hours, suppressed in honor tales.

44.  Azuchi's 1580 Ishiyama siege starved 20,000 sectarians to death, Nobunaga celebrating with skull cups, religious extermination, erased from unification epics.

45.  Edo's 1637 Shimabara revolt saw 37,000 Christians crucified and boiled in hot springs, this faith purge, hidden as peasant uprising, scarred isolation policies.

46.  Bakumatsu's 1863 British bombardment of Kagoshima killed 500, but daimyo secretly allied with attackers post-defeat, this flip, buried in restoration lore, exposed opportunistic betrayals.

47.  Meiji's 1877 Satsuma rebellion had imperials behead 20,000 samurai, displaying heads on pikes, suppressed as progress, it crushed feudal resistance brutally.

48.  Taisho's 1918 Rice Riots saw troops gun down 100 protesters, bodies dumped in rivers, economic despair, downplayed as unrest, hid miracle's human toll.

49.  Showa's 1942 Bataan March forced 75,000 POWs to walk, 18,000 dying from beatings, this death trek, denied in histories, stained "bushido" with cruelty.

50.  Postwar's 1947 Red Purge fired 22,000 leftists from jobs, suicides following. CIA-backed, suppressed as cleanup, it crushed democratic dreams.

51.  Heisei's 2011 Fukushima meltdown leaked radiation killing fish stocks for years. TEPCO hid warnings, agendas buried for nuclear revival.

52.  Reiwa's 2024 political funds scandal hid ¥600 million in LDP slush, toppling Kishida, cult ties from Abe's era, downplayed, exposed religious influence on power.
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JAPAN'S PREHISTORIC ENIGMAS
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───── ◆ ─────

Imagine stumbling upon a clay figurine buried deep in Japanese soil, its eyes wide and alien, staring back at you from thousands of years ago. What secrets does it hold? Why do these artifacts, pulled from the earth, challenge everything we've been told about Japan's isolated beginnings? This chapter dives into the fog-shrouded prehistoric era, before emperors and samurais, when the islands were home to cultures that official histories barely acknowledge. We're talking about enigmas that make you question if Japan was ever truly cut off from the world, or if something bigger was at play, hidden by time and perhaps by choice. these stories aren't the tidy ones from textbooks. They're the ones that spark debates in dim-lit academic halls and fuel wild theories online. 

THE JOMON PUZZLE

───

Picture this: around 14,000 years before the common era, as the last ice age thawed, people on the Japanese archipelago were already crafting pottery. not crude lumps of clay, but intricate vessels with cord-marked patterns, the "jomon" that gives this period its name. Mainstream archaeologists hail the Jomon as hunter-gatherers who lived in harmony with nature, building pit dwellings and foraging in lush forests. But dig a little deeper, and cracks appear in that serene image.

For starters, how did these supposedly primitive folks produce the world's oldest known pottery? Evidence from sites like Odai Yamamoto in Aomori Prefecture pushes dates back to 16,500 years ago. That's millennia before similar tech showed up in China or the Middle East. Skeptics whisper about lost
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