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Author assumes no responsibility if results are not up to users’ discretion. 

Author will also not be held accountable for any damages or other such results,

For which the reader may have overlooked or not understood properly.

Please take the time to read and understand these steps to ensure best results.

This e-book was comprised of helping average vehicle owners without special skills.

Mission Statement:

To teach, inform and provide a base of knowledge for those who seek it in a simple format which anyone can follow.

To the enthusiast in all of us!

Enjoy!
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“I REMEMBER THE FIRST time I used my clay bar on a new vehicle.  Not having many miles and this car and it was factory production I didn’t think I would find many contaminants; I was wrong.  As I did the clay treatment my clay was a dark yellow color from whatever was on the paint.  Once it was clean I ran the back of my hand across the area, felt like glass.”

I started this learning process when I was 19 and had bought my first new car.  I noticed how I had not treated my first car very well and wanted to change that by learning what I could to prevent the same thing from happening to my new car. I spent countless hours reading and learning every night trying to understand what I could do NOW to preserve my efforts for the future.  On top of that, I found a whole new world about vehicles I never knew existed; car clubs!

Car clubs, car shows, modifying, maintenance, and detailing were just the tip of the iceberg.  Although not knowing what I had gotten myself into in the beginning I was ready to take on what I had never known before. I had signed up for a car club and began to make many friends, many of which I still have today. It wasn’t just the interest of the vehicle but also an opportunity to get back into life after some tragic events in my life. Before long I had found myself going to and rather enjoying car shows. I was learning about vehicles I had never seen or known previously and even entering and winning certain events with my very own vehicle!

Now let’s get to the basics of enjoying your ride for life.  This book involves things that will make you understand the importance of keeping your ride in top shape and the benefits of your hard work for the long term.  Like a day in Southern California, South Florida or any other place that may be a hot spot to be in. It’s beautiful outside, you’re looking good and your ride is a filthy mess. Now that just ruins a potentially wonderful day, now doesn’t it. I unfortunately don’t live in Southern California to enjoy the nice weather pretty much everyday. However, I made sure this never happens to me any longer. I taught myself and took the time to learn the way to improve my washing abilities and learned the ropes so I could get out there and look good in a semi-professionally clean ride.  I think we all should learn just enough to satisfy ourselves.
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Preface
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I STARTED THIS BOOK to give every car owner a chance to read, learn and understand what it takes to keep a vehicle in a pristine condition while washing a vehicle at home.  I wanted this book to be a quick reference and guide for quick application.  As I looked over several other books, I found them to be very long and overly detailed so the average user would become discouraged.

The skills outlined here do not require very much previous knowledge around detailing or washing, which makes them easier to learn.  If you have used a bucket, soap and water, and a hose, you should be good to go.  I feel as though every vehicle owner should have the chance to learn these techniques and use them to benefit themselves and others around them.  Teach your friends, your family and yourself by doing and learning.

If someone was to take these skills serious enough, would they be able to start their own business?  Perhaps...however perfecting these skills requires a lot more effort and time to perfect.  This book was simply comprised of guiding the avid home car detailer along and giving those owners something of value which they will be able to use time and time again. 

I did detail as a side business for a short period of time during my process of learning and my car shows.  

I wouldn’t charge but get a “suggested donation”.  Typically, these “suggested donations” were in a few hundred dollars paid out by customers only because of the results and how amazed the customer were.  I remember one customer in particular:

Me: “OK Sir your Midnight Blue Acura TL is ready.”

Customer: “What did you do to my car!” “That’s not my car I own a black TL!!”

Me: “No Sir it’s Midnight Blue.” (Granted I was at his house in his driveway working on the car as a gift for the man’s wife, a full detail service.)

Customer: “So you mean the car was this Midnight Blue pearl the whole time!”

Much to his surprise the vehicle which he thought was black; his wife’s car was a dark metallic midnight blue. I did a clay treatment on it which brought back the shine to the car.  He was amazed.  I was later informed that when his wife saw it she was in love with her car again.  I can only imagine they have not washed their vehicle in such a long time they forgot what color it was when new.  They also commented on the interior and how clean I was able to get the cream-colored leather. 

A few reasons I got into detailing come down to a few things. 

When I was looking for friendship, I got into car clubs. Car clubs come with activities and functions. Often at times car clubs will get invited to car shows for a presence and to build public interest.

In these car clubs we would get flyers for local events, and we would volunteer to place these flyers places for others to see them and gain attendance. 

Over time these meetings would turn into car show admissions and entry for free to build the car presence. So, you would bring your vehicle and your craft with you to present the vehicle in a presentable way.

I started to learn detailing because I wanted to represent the car club well.

We got shirts with our cars printed on them and our names on the front. We looked like we belonged to the scene. This turned into opportunities to volunteer our services for setup of events and helping promote.

Car detailing was a by-product naturally as a result. 

Winning trophies at shows helped build my ability to promote my car detailing services.

Sponsorships helped get some upgrades in parts as well.

What I started with in a small way, could have grown to a large way if I knew how to build it up at that time.

Yet, I’m better at trying to teach others...so I decided to write a book...hoping others will find value in what I am trying to teach on.

I remember the individual who inspired me to get more involved in detailing. 

There was a man named Gary Couba (if I spelled that correctly, it’s been many years ago). 

I bought my first micro-fiber drying towels from Gary’s store. He taught me the value of towels. Gary also sold some detailing products.

I met Gary at a show and was interested in what he offered. After meeting Gary I started to work more overtime. Gary inspired me to learn with his passion and vision in his products.​​
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LET’S TALK A LITTLE about something most people overlook...detailing and washing. 

When you have your car washed at one of those many drive-through or full-service car detailing centers, they can get very expensive. These centers may also miss washing places on your vehicle, inside door jams, trunk hatches, inside the hood and some other locations.  That’s when I decided I wanted to learn to detail my own car to save myself some money and really know how to properly clean my vehicle to protect my vehicle as an asset for its life over time. 

Overtime I found through the detailing of my own car I have saved a lot of money and learned the know how to take care of the things many detailing service centers overlooked.  Although I may go beyond the average person when it comes to washing my vehicle, so the amount of time may not be the same for everyone. Learning what I have learned, I would wash my own vehicle and customers vehicles for a considerable amount of time compared to most people. Often my washing service would take a few hours in the beginning. Once the base was set, then it became much easier to keep up with overall. 

Learning these techniques has been a relatively short process and keeps my vehicle in top shape.  Regularly cleaning vehicles parts also allows them to perform better with more efficiency by protection them from corrosion and other build up. Especially if you live up north in an area with salt for winter or a coastal location with high salt content in the area due to the sea water.  

Your rubber seals for example will tear up over time with road build up from sand and such if not cleaned overtime.  Proper cleaning results in getting the most of the hard earn money you’ve spent on your vehicle.  Factory rims tend to pit over time when the brake dust settles and remains on the rims for a prolonged period.  It only takes a few seconds every night after work to wipe them down after a day of driving.  Over time this discipline may save you thousands in a costly rim repair or replacement.  

I’ve seen pitted rims on every brand of vehicle. 

Damaged paint.

Worn rubber components and door seals due to grime build up.

The techniques I will explain here just make sense to learn as your vehicle will always require washing over time.  

I remember my first vehicle; as the previous owner neglected this vehicle in detailing techniques, as the later owner the sun was unforgiving and ruined the paint in many areas.  I made a pledge to myself that my next vehicle, and those after, would not turn out the way my first car had. Unable to correct the damage done at the time, I did not work on that vehicle much. It was a starter vehicle. However, that vehicle taught me to shoot for a better result when
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