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        Maiden Mother Crone felt like a journey that carried me, held me, and pushed me along through emotions. A collection sharing relationships, identity, history, nature, expectations, love, loss, challenge, and hope.  Resonating deeply, the pieces felt raw, real, reflective and resoundingly beautiful yet often heartbreakingly relatable. 

        HELEN AITCHISON,  AUTHOR OF FOUR NOVELS AND DIRECTOR OF CIC WRITE ON THE TYNE, SHE CHAMPIONS ACCESSIBLE, PEOPLE-CENTRED STORYTELLING.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        This powerful anthology offers up wisdom, healing, and joy, in a burning world. These heartfelt poems celebrate, honour and articulate lived experience through the ages, reminding us of the inherent creativity that lies within each of us.
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        Maiden Mother Crone creates a space to challenge those narrow definitions of women by showcasing the multi-dimensional and multi-layered aspects of women, a choreography of voices exploring and relating expressions of wisdom and memory, lament and celebration, anger and sorrow in turn, referencing the experiences of women borne of the earth, physical and of the body, bowed down with pain, exhilarated with joy, accepting and refusing.

        MAGGIE HARRIS, GUYANESE-BRITISH POET, PROSE WRITER AND EDUCATOR WHOSE WORK EXPLORES MEMORY, MIGRATION AND CARIBBEAN HERITAGE. SHE HAS PUBLISHED SEVERAL POETRY COLLECTIONS AND PROSE WORKS, AND HER WRITING HAS BEEN WIDELY ANTHOLOGISED AND BROADCAST.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Maiden Mother Crone: The Anthology is both a series of encounters and what the editors call ‘lived and overlapping states’. The maiden is not waiting but collecting. Moon is carved on the skin, water curls and fertility is configured as the transformation of ash into fertilizer.

        CAROLYN OULTON,  SCHOLAR, POET AND BIOGRAPHER, AND PROFESSOR OF VICTORIAN LITERATURE AT CANTERBURY CHRIST CHURCH UNIVERSITY.
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      Fire-Skry   by Mary Petiet

      
        
        The old flames of the burning times

        are the new friends of these times,

        warming us, joining us, connecting the sacred circle

        under the full moon’s knowing light

        as we remember we remake

        the old ways for the new world,

        we skry the burning embers of connecting fire-power,

        dragon-shaped, flame-spewing, smoke-signaling

        emissary of the old goddess.

      

      

      

      I have a collection of poems I didn't dare include in my published book. Fire-skry is one of them. It tells a true story: I did see a dragon shape in the embers of a fire shared by a circle of women on a wild, silent beach. Years later, Fire-skry captures the same ancient energy moving through this anthology, the rising current made new again that affirms life instead of denying it, that whispers the full circle, the maiden mother crone, into being and seeks its manifestation in the broken, fractured world we face today.

      But when was the world not broken, and when were we not called upon to manifest something better, and to join in community to find a better way, and to have the courage of conviction to express it, even to publish it? It is time to share your poems, your dreams of something better. It is time to connect with others and remake the old into something new that we can move forward with in community. That is the spirit of this book, and our job as editors has been to give it birth, to work as mothers and send it into the world, to have the courage to share the poems that once seemed too much and have now become imperative.

      An Invitation by Madeleine F White

      Maiden, Mother, Crone: The Anthology grew out of listening: to women's voices, to what is carried in the body, and to what insists on being spoken, even when it's been held in silence. As editors, we wanted to open a space shaped by listening rather than assumption; somewhere wide enough to hold voices that have too often been silenced or told they do not belong.

      This book is a collaboration, not just between Sea Crow Press publisher Mary Petiet and myself but also between the poets who came to the workshops I ran over many months and those who submitted simply because something in Maiden Mother Crone resonated. When Mary first agreed to publish Maiden, Mother, Crone, she spoke of the book as holding an essential space for women, and of the need for it to be out in the world. That conviction sits at the heart of this anthology.

      The poems gathered here were drawn from around 150 submissions from across the world, written by women and men alike. Across different voices and geographies, they return to the same ground: body, memory, land, and the quiet insistence of what asks to be spoken. Together, they speak to how women see themselves, how they are seen, and how they move through the world. These poems do not argue their case; they speak it. 

      

      At its heart, this anthology gathers poems that resist the narrowing of women's voices, creating space for recognition, exchange and witness. It is divided into three sections: Maiden, Mother and Crone. These are not presented as fixed stages but rather, as lived and overlapping states. 

      Across all three sections, earth, body, and the unseen world weave the personal into the collective. This anthology does not seek a single definition of the feminine. Instead, it oﬀers a chorus; voices that echo, question, comfort, and challenge one another across cultures, generations, and geographies. In bringing these poems together, Maiden, Mother, Crone: The Anthology invites readers not simply to observe, but to listen, and in doing so, recognise something of themselves in the powerful honesty of all these voices being raised in experience, strength and hope.

      In quiet moments, may they draw us inward, towards a deeper recognition of what is already present, and may they also create space for connection, courage, and belonging – shaping how we choose to live with the world beyond the page.
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        The Lake Knows

        by Petra F. Bagnardi

      

      

      
        
        The lake knows my spirit.

        It waits for me to escape the unstable bus,

        and walk down the somber and empty shore.

        We exchange brief, dense glances;

        and we understand one another.

        Lately, I've been carrying a storm within my core,

        and the lake glimpses the devastation.

        It considers my tense features;

        the fists clenched,

        the stretch of my lips – the imitation of a smile.

        The waters, a moment before, wordless and poised,

        begin to hum and curl and brew.

        White and dark-green stains ruin the perfect blue of the surface.

        I have questions for the wise lake –

        about the world too often unkind,

        and feeling like a non-person,

        and my opinions constantly overwhelmed,

        even as my body gets judged.

        My existence deemed irrelevant,

        unless I become of some use and importance.

        I will not scream;

        so the waters and the currents replace my trapped words,

        for the lake always knows.
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