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            In the heart of this letter filled with joy and gratitude for his dear friends and supporters in Philippi, Paul shares the motivation and longing of his life. Even after two decades of Christian service, he passionately declares, "I want to know Christ" (Phil. 3:10). In this insatiable hunger to know God, Paul desired greater intimacy with Him and longed for this desire to fill the heart of every believer.
Among many other treasures, this letter includes one of the most prominent psalms of praise to Jesus in the Bible (Phil. 2:5-11). In addition, it demonstrates how futile religious activity is compared to a relationship with Jesus (Phil. 3:4-11). Practical tools for molding one's thinking according to God's ways are also found (Phil. 4:4-9).
The question of when Philippians was written cannot be separated from the question of where it was written. The traditional position is that Philippians, along with the other prison epistles (Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon), was written during Paul's first imprisonment in Rome (60-62 AD). The most natural understanding of the references to "the praetorium" (1:13) and "...the saints ...of Caesar's household" (4:22) is that Paul wrote from Rome, where the emperor lived. The similarities between the details of Paul's imprisonment given in Acts and in the prison epistles also argue that those epistles were written from Rome (e.g., Paul was guarded by soldiers, Acts 28:16; cf. 1:13, 14; he was allowed to receive visitors, Acts 28:30; cf. 4:18; and he had the opportunity to preach the gospel, Acts 28:31; cf. 1:12-14; Eph. 6:18-20; Col. 4:2-4).
Some have argued that Paul wrote the prison epistles during his two-year imprisonment in Caesarea (Acts 24:27). But Paul's opportunities to receive visitors and proclaim the gospel were severely limited during that imprisonment (Acts 23:35). The prison epistles express Paul's hope for a favorable verdict (1:25; 2:24; Philem. 22). However, in Caesarea, Paul's only hope of being released was either to bribe Felix (Acts 24:26) or to agree to stand trial in Jerusalem before Festus (Acts 25:9). In the prison epistles, Paul expected the decision in his case to be final (1:20-23; 2:17, 23). That could not be true in Caesarea, because Paul was able to and did appeal his case to the emperor.
Another alternative has been that Paul wrote the prison epistles from Ephesus. But in Ephesus, as in Caesarea, no final decision could be made in his case because of his right to appeal to the emperor. Furthermore, Luke was with Paul when he wrote Colossians (Col 4:14), but he was apparently not with the apostle in Ephesus. Acts 19 records Paul's stay in Ephesus. However, the strongest argument against Ephesus being the point of origin for the prison epistles is that there is no evidence that Paul was imprisoned in Ephesus.
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We come to another of the Prison Epistles. The last time we were traveling through the New Testament, we looked at the letter to the Ephesians. And, as we mentioned on that occasion, Paul's letters to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon are called the prison epistles, because they were written by the Apostle Paul during the time he was imprisoned in Rome. We have already seen the letter to the Ephesians, and now it is our turn to study the epistle to the Philippians. Then, we will see what Colossians tells us, and, finally, we will examine the little letter to Philemon.

This epistle of Paul was written to the believers in the city of Philippi, in Europe. This letter arose from the beautiful relationship that Paul had with the church in that city. In fact, that church had a greater relationship with the apostle Paul than any other church. The love that those Christians felt for him, and the love that Paul felt for them, can be seen reflected in this letter. This work speaks about the Christian experience from the level at which all believers should live. It is not the level at which we all find ourselves, but this is the level of spiritual life that God desires for us.

Paul visited Philippi during his second missionary journey. Let us remember that he and Barnabas went on their first missionary journey to the region of Galatia, where they developed many activities and founded many churches, in spite of the persecution they faced. Paul wanted to visit these churches on his second missionary journey and wanted to take Barnabas with him again. But Barnabas insisted on taking his nephew John Mark, who had accompanied them at the beginning of the first missionary journey. This young man, John Mark, felt cowed and started to return home when they disembarked on the coast of Asia Minor. For this reason, Paul did not want to take him on this second trip. So the disagreement that arose between Paul and Barnabas broke up their partnership as a team. Barnabas took John Mark with him and set out in another direction. And Paul, taking Silas as his companion, returned to the region of Galatia to visit the churches he had established on his first missionary journey.

It seems that Paul had the intention of expanding his field of missionary activity in that region, because it was a very populated area with a high degree of civilization. Indeed, at that time, Greek culture and knowledge had been concentrated there. The writer Luke recounted that Paul tried to go south toward the province of Asia, whose main center was Ephesus. But when he set out to go south, the Spirit of God hindered his plans. And since he could not go south, Paul thought he could go north (where Turkey is today), but, as the account in Acts 16:7 says, the Spirit did not permit him to do so.

So, not being able to head south, nor north, and he was coming from the east, there was only one direction left for him to go. So he went westward, as far as Troas. And there he interrupted his journey. Because to continue his journey further west from Troas, he would have to move by ship; so the apostle waited there for God's instructions.

Sometimes we believe that God has to lead us immediately, but He can keep us waiting. We believe that many times He allows our enthusiasm to subside, forcing us to wait for His will. If you find yourself today facing that anxious worry, "What should I do? Where should I go?" the advice is, wait, just wait. If you are truly living in spiritual communication with the Lord, He will guide you when He sees fit.

So Paul continued to wait in the city of Troas for divine instructions, until he finally received them. There he received a vision of a man from Macedonia who, standing up, begged him to go to Macedonia to help them, as we can see in the account in Acts 16:9 and 10.

Paul and his companions then boarded a ship that took them to the mainland of Europe. This was the most remarkable sea crossing that ever took place because it brought the Gospel to Europe. We should thank God that He sent Paul to Europe on that occasion, for because of it, many of our forefathers and many of us have come to know the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior.

As Paul crossed over to Europe, his first stop was the city of Philippi. Let us read the Biblical account in Acts 16:13-15: We stayed in that city for some days. 13One Sabbath we went out of the gate by the river, where prayer used to be made. We sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered together. 14Then a woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God, was listening. The Lord opened her heart to listen to what Paul was saying, 15and when she was baptized, together with her household, she pleaded with us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, stay at my house. And he compelled us to stay.

Then Paul came to Philippi and found out that this man of Macedonia was really a woman named Lydia, (who had come to that place from Thyatira, and that she was a seller of purple. A businesswoman, and apparently she was doing her best to open a branch office in the city of Philippi. ) She was participating in a prayer meeting that was taking place on the banks of the river. That prayer meeting probably had a lot to do with Paul's trip to Europe. We believe that many people in Philippi saw that group of women praying by the river and perhaps thought it was of little importance. But it turned out to be precisely responsible for the most important crossing that ever took place. And Lydia, well, she was the first person converted in Europe.

And Lydia was a member of the church to which Paul wrote this letter. We also know something about a young woman who was demon possessed. The account in Acts 16:16-18 says: 16It came to pass, as we were going to prayer, that there met us a young woman who had a spirit of divination, who gave great gain to her masters by divining. 17This one, following Paul and us, cried out, "These men are servants of the Most High God! They proclaim to you the way of salvation. 18This she did for many days, until, displeasing Paul, she turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he went out that very hour.

And also the Philippian jailer and his household were members of the church in that city. Recall that Paul and Silas were thrown into prison at the instigation of the masters of the demon-possessed girl, who had been deprived of their earnings. On that occasion God intervened on behalf of Paul and Silas in such a miraculous way that their jailer came to know Christ. The Bible account of Acts 16:30, 31 and 34 says: 30He brought them out and said to them, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31They said: -Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household. 34Then he took them into his house, set the table for them, and rejoiced with all his household that they had believed God.

Of course there were other members of the church at Philippi, whose stories we do not know. And there were many others who came to the knowledge of salvation through Jesus Christ. They were people very close to the heart of the apostle. They followed him in his travels and served him again and again. But when Paul was arrested in Jerusalem, they lost sight of him for two years. They did not know where he was. Finally, they learned that he was in a prison in Rome. Then they were very moved by the news and sent as a messenger their own pastor, who was Epaphroditus, who brought him a donation so that Paul could meet his needs.

So Paul wrote this epistle to express to the members of that church his gratitude and affection for them. He had no doctrine to correct, as he had to do in his letter to the Galatians. Nor did he have to correct the conduct of the Philippians, as he had to do in the case of the letter to the Corinthians. There was only a small obstacle to the coexistence and harmony of the church, between two women: Evodia and Syntyche, and Paul advised them at the end of his letter. The apostle did not seem to consider that lack of agreement between these two women as a serious problem.

The Apostle Paul's letter to the Christians of Philippi stands out as the epistle that deals especially with the theme of the Christian experience.

We will now give a brief outline or summary of the way in which the apostle develops this theme in his letter.

Now, in chapter 1 of this epistle to the Philippians, we find the "philosophy of Christian experience or, we could call it, of Christian living. After an introduction in the first two verses, in verses 3 to 11, we find the affection of the apostle Paul for the Philippians. Then, in verses 12 to 20, we find that imprisonment and affliction advance the gospel. And then, in verses 21 to 30, we have a section that we might title, "by life or by death," centered on the person of Christ.

In chapter 2, we find the "model of Christian living"; after making reference to the attitude of the Philippians in their living together and their motivations, verses 5 to 8 speak of the Mind of Christ, who was noted for his humility. In verses 9 to 11, it speaks of the Mind of God, revealed in the exaltation of Christ. In verses 12 to 18, it speaks about the Mind of Paul, reflected in the attitude he wants his readers to develop in practice in everything that has to do with Christ. In verses 19 to 24, reference is made to the Mind of Timothy, which follows the model of Paul's, and in verses 25 to 30, of the Mind of Epaphroditus, in whose life the word and work of Christ was reflected.

In chapter 3, we have the "reward for Christian living". In verses 1 to 9 we see how Paul changed his past life patterns. In verses 10 to 19, we see how he changed his Purposes for the present, and in verses 20 and 21, how he changed his Hope for the future.

And then, in chapter 4, we find the "power for Christian living". In verses 1 to 4, Joy is highlighted as a Source of Power. In verses 5 to 7, Prayer is emphasized as the Secret of Power. In verses 8 and 9, we see a contemplation of Christ as the Sanctuary of Power and in verses 10 to 23, the person of Christ is highlighted as the Satisfaction of Power.
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Theme: The Philosophy of Christian living.

The letter to the Philippians is practical. It descends to the level of the world in which we live. As we study it we will no longer find ourselves sitting in the heavenly realms, as we were in the letter to the Ephesians, but we will find ourselves facing our daily problems and needs of life. Therefore, the affectionate, simple and practical style will enrich our Christian life.

Let us read the first verse of this chapter 1:

"Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons."

It begins by mentioning Paul and Timothy. Paul associated this young preacher with him, encouraging him by placing him at his side. Paul felt a great affection for him. He was like a spiritual son of the apostle, that is, Paul had been the instrument of his conversion to Christ. Therefore he was very interested in his spiritual development. Paul used to identify certain young preachers with himself.

Paul qualified himself and Timothy as servants of Jesus Christ. The word "servant" actually means slave. Here we see a contrast with the epistle to the Galatians, in which he introduced himself as Paul the Apostle. There he stood by his apostleship and defended it, as he must have done at other times. He did so again in the letter to the Corinthians. In both cases he had to declare and defend his apostleship, wanting them to know that he was an apostle, not by human investiture, appointed by men, but by Jesus Christ himself. But here, in the case of the Philippians, he did not have to defend himself. The Philippian believers loved, respected and accepted his apostleship. They had all been led to Christ by him. So Paul presented himself and Timothy as servants of Jesus Christ.

This letter is addressed to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi. He was not writing to some small group of the church in Philippi, but to all the saints, and every believer has that position of a saint. In reality we must say, that the human family is divided into simply two groups: the saints and the unsaints. The saints are the believers in Christ Jesus, and they are not saints because of their conduct, but because of the position they occupy in Christ Jesus; holy means separated to God. Everything that is holy is set apart for God's use. Even those old utensils found in the Old Testament Tabernacle were called "holy vessels", and they were very worn and deteriorated after 40 years of wilderness wandering. They did not look like holy instruments, but they were. Why? Because they had been set apart, set apart for God's use. In this way, we, as Christians, are set apart for God's use. And that has to be the position of every child of God. Set apart for God's use.

Now, the saints were in Christ Jesus. What does it mean to be saved? It means to be united to Christ Jesus. When you put your trust in Christ Jesus, the Spirit of God comes to dwell in you. The Holy Spirit baptizes you, unites you to the body of Christ, which is the church. So, you are placed in Christ by the Spirit of God.

Now, these believers here were in Christ Jesus, but they were in Philippi. And actually, it doesn't matter where these believers are. You can be anywhere in the world, but the place is not important. What is important, dear reader, is whether you are united to Jesus Christ.

The Biblical phrase "in Christ" contains the most important words in the New Testament. One can ask a theologian what salvation consists of, or what it means to be saved. And he will surely hear an exposition on certain theological terms such as "propitiation", "reconciliation" and "redemption". These are truly important words, they are Biblical terms, but none of them encompass the full spectrum or range of meanings of salvation. The Spirit of God chose one small word, the preposition "in", to explain what salvation is. Salvation is to be "in Christ," united to Christ. And how can one be united to Christ? By accepting him as Savior.

Then Paul said, With the bishops and deacons. Here we can see how the apostle addressed a local church with its spiritual leaders. This word "bishop" means overseer or pastor and actually refers to an office, or a function, while the word "elder" refers to the individuals who held that office or function, and they were to be spiritually mature men. The word "deacons" referred to spiritual men who performed a secular task or service, as we can see in Acts 6:

Well, dear reader, let's stop here for today. We have analyzed verse 1, of this first chapter of the Apostle Paul's epistle to the Philippians, and God willing, in our next study we will continue our study of this chapter and begin with verse 2. And of course, we invite you to join us, as we continue this interesting study. As we take our leave, we leave with you the words of the Apostle Paul: Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Jesus Christ. Therefore we invite you to establish that relationship with God through Jesus Christ, who can be your Lord and Savior, so that He may begin in your life that work of transformation.
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On this day, my friend reader, we return to the epistle to the Philippians. And you will remember that this was the first place that Paul visited when he went from Asia to Europe; we believe that Paul had no idea that, when he began his second missionary journey, he was going to end up in Europe. He had definitely planned, as Luke tells us, to go to the province of Asia, where the city of Ephesus was located, a major city in that area, and which at that time was the very heart of the Roman Empire. All the Greek culture was concentrated in that area. The climate was pleasant, and everything seemed ready in that area for the preaching of the gospel. And it was there, years later, that Paul carried out his greatest missionary work. In reality, there were apparently millions who trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ in that particular region. But, on this occasion, the Spirit of God did not allow Paul to visit that area. He did not allow him to go northward to Bithynia, but caused him to go to Troas, where he had that vision that caused him to go to Europe.

All of us, I think, can thank God for that. Paul arrived in Philippi, then, and there a Church was formed because of the missionary effort of that Apostle. This Church was one of the most appreciated by the Apostle Paul. The believers there loved him, and we believe that they loved him in a way that no other Church had ever done. We believe that the language of this letter reflects this sentiment. When these believers learned that he was in a Roman prison they were greatly grieved by the news. They had not been in contact with Paul for about two years when he was arrested in Jerusalem. So they sent their pastor Epaphroditus with a gift and words of sympathy and encouragement for Paul. In writing this letter to the Philippians, then, the apostle Paul was responding to the affection and solidarity of those believers.

Paul did not write this epistle to correct doctrine or conduct. He simply wrote it as a letter of thanksgiving, and dealt with the subject of Christian living ? the Christian experience. In these short chapters that form the epistle to the Philippians, he dealt first of all, in chapter one, with "the philosophy of Christian living". In chapter 2, he developed "the model for Christian living". Then, in chapter 3, he expounded: "the reward for Christian living". And finally, in chapter 4, he spoke about "the power for Christian living". All these aspects are very important and each one will be focused in particular, in a verse of each chapter.

From the very beginning of this letter we realize the affection and affection that Paul had for these believers in Philippi. In the first two verses we have the introduction. Then, as we advance in the reading of this first chapter, we notice the affectionate feeling on the part of the Apostle Paul for these believers and the relationship that he had with that Church, a very close relationship. As we have already said, the first two verses are, in reality, an introduction. We have already appreciated what verse 1 was telling us, so let's read verse 2:

"Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."

The first thing we see is the greeting Grace to you and peace. We have already highlighted this detail when we studied other epistles, and again it comes before us. This is the form of greeting used by the Apostle Paul in all his letters and these two words, grace and peace, always appear in the same order; two very common words in Paul's day.

Grace was the word for greeting in the Greek world. In the Greek language it is translated as "karis". If you were walking the streets at that time you would have heard people greeting each other with that word. The greeting is actually still used in Greece today. It means "grace" and the Greeks use it in the same way we say "good morning". It is as if God is saying to you, "May you have a good eternity." When someone says "Good morning" to us today, it does nothing to help us actually have a good day, and is only the formal expression of a good wish. But God has arranged for you to have a good eternity, and it is possible by His grace, by God's grace.

And with regard to the word peace we will say that it always follows grace, it never precedes it. Just as "Karis" comes from the Greek world, "peace" (which is the translation of the Hebrew "Shalom" comes from the religious world. It is a Hebrew form of greeting. In reality, Jerusalem means city of peace. "Jeru" ? "Shalom", or city of peace. But it never has been. It has been a city of war. And today it is like a sting in the body of this world. No one knows what to do with this city. And there will be no peace in Jerusalem, or in the world, until the Prince of Peace comes to rule.

However, there is a peace that comes to a person through the grace of God. And Paul mentioned it in his epistle to the Romans 5:1, where he says: Therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. This is a peace that a sinner can have with a holy God because Christ died for us. He paid the penalty and, now, God, in Grace can save him. It is not about bringing something to God to be saved. Honestly speaking, we have never brought anything to Him except sin. Christ paid the penalty for that sin, so a holy God can receive me. And He can receive you, dear reader. In this world that is shrouded in turmoil, in tension, in suffering, full of injustice and things that go wrong, we, as Christians, can feel the peace of God in our hearts. It is God's peace, which He gives to those who trust in Jesus Christ as their own personal Savior. So we have to know God's grace, before we can experience God's peace.

Now, grace and peace come from God, our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, let us ask a theological question, isn't Paul a trinitarian, doesn't he believe in the trinity, then why doesn't he include the Holy Spirit with the Father and the Son? The reason is that the Holy Spirit was already in Philippi indwelling the believers. Without a doubt, Paul believed in the Trinity, that is, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and he was being very precise in this passage.

Let us now read verse 3, which begins the section we have entitled in our Outline:

Paul's affection for the Philippians.

"I thank my God whenever I remember you."

And in this affectionate way Paul began to write the essential part of his letter, revealing the very pleasant relationship that existed between him and the believers in Philippi. This is the relationship that should exist between Christians, especially between a pastor and the congregation. A more literal translation would read "I thank God for all the remembrance of you." Surely, every time someone mentioned Philippi, Paul would thank God for the believers in that congregation.

If Paul had said nothing more about that relationship with this
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